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EXHIBS WANT FIL 





Vauders Get the Santa Claus Urge; 
‘Stop Music’ Set for N. Y. Capitol 





The giveaway craze is spreading + 
and possibilities | - 


into vaudeville, 
are that it will hit cafes next. Big- 
gest indication that prospect of ! 
winning huge prizes is as potent a | 
lure as top names is seen by the | 
fact that “Stop the Music,” the | 
huge Santa Claus show on the ABC 
network, has been booked for the 
Capitol theatre, N. Y. 

The layout will operate in the 
theatre in a manner similar to the 
airshow. Theatre patrons will be 
called up on stage to identify vari- 
ous musical selections for a small 
prize. Winners will get a chance | 
to catalog the mystery number, 
which will have a jackpot ranging | 
to around $4,000. There’s the pos- | 
sibility, that the mystery tune will | 
be changed every few days in or- 
der to prevent a too-rapid evapora- 
tion of prizes. 

“Stop the Music” is by far the 
heaviest giveaway to hit Broadway 
theatres. There have been vari- 
ous comedy auction acts, such as 
Lionel Kaye and Jack Shea, play- 
ing the Stem houses, but the prizes 
given out at those shows are pea- 
nuts in comparison to the prospec- 


(Continued on page 46) 





| 





Davis Reaches Nation's 
Capitol—The Theatre, 
Not Legislative Hall 


Former Gov. Jim Davis of 
Louisiana is finally getting to 
Washington and will occupy the 
top spot at the Capitol—the thea- 


entertaining ex-politico will be at 
the Capitol theatre starting July 15. 

Davis will front a six-piece hill- 
billy band, the same outfit that 
he’s been touring to various vaude 
stands throughout the country. 

As governor of Louisiana, Davis 
got $12,000 annually. As band- 


Chi Cab Features TV 


Chicago, June 22. 

Howard LeDuc, Chi cabbie, has 
installed a tele set in the front 
seat of his hack. Reception is fair 
except in heavy traffic, under via- 
ducts and on bumpy streets. High 
channei station brings best results. 

Set is a table model Motorola 
converted for six-volt operatfon off 
the car battery by George Fyler, 
a tele engineer. Fyler, with no 
apologies to Diek Tracy, says that 


| video sets in squad cars might 


someday be used in detecting crim- 
inals and stolen cars. 





Louis-Walcott 


In Telecast At 
B'way Paramount 


Broadway Paramount theatre 
and the Fox theatre, Philadelphia, 
are slated to make television his- 
tory tonight (Wed.) with the first 
large screen theatre telecast of a 
major sports event when they both 
program the Joe Louis-Jersey Joe 
Walcott heavyweight title bout 
from Yankee Stadium, N. Y. 

Event is considered especially 
significant in that NBC, which has 
persistently refused to cooperate 
with any theatre tele operators, 
has sanctioned tonight's pickup. 
Both theatres will take a direct 
linefeed from the NBC airing, with 

(Continued on page 18) 


Sez Ex-Vauder’s Psychic 
Powers Influenced Will 


Seattle, June 22. 








Rag Doll, Chicago nitery, July 2, 


where he’ll get his annual guber- | 


natorial salary in exactly two 


weeks. 


DINAH-CANTOR TEAM 





SHAPES UP FOR ’49 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Dinah Shore will rejoin Eddie 
Cantor next season if Milton Biow 
releases her from her contract pro- 
vision which bars her doing an 
outside nighttime show. 

The Shore-Johnny Mercer-Harry 
James combo for Philip Morris’ 
Tuesday night NBC “Call for Mu- 
sic’ is on shaky ground and con- 
sidéred unlikely to be renewed for 
next season. 

All hands have been asked to 
take deep salary cuts to get the 
show under $10,000 a week, but 
negotiations have bogged down. It 
was on Cantor’s program that Miss 
Shore first attracted attention that 
catapulted: her to> stardom. - ~~ 


Claiming that the late Gene 
|Dennis, second wife of the late 
John G. von Herberg, Northwest 
Pacific theatre man, used her psy- 
chic powers to influence the draw- 
ing of her husband’s will, a daugh- 
ter by the first marriage is at- 
tempting to break the will. Miss 
Dennis for years played vaude with 
psychic act. 

Von Herberg, whose estate is 
appraised at $1,241,000, died last 
Dec. 18, his wife two months later. 
To six children by his first mar- 
riage he bequeathed $1 each; to 
five children of the second, and 
Miss Dennis, he left the remainder 
in a trust fund. 

The petition sets out, in part 
that “she (Mrs. Gene Dennis von 
Herberg) was a person of psychic 
powers over others,” establishing 
“an ascendency over his mind and 
was thereby enabled to dictate to 
him what he should be with rela- 
tion to his children by the forme 
marriage... .” ‘ 

The plaintiff daughter asks that 
the estate be shared equally by 
{children of both marriages. 











M-TELE TIEUP 





IF YOU CAN'T LICK 
EM, JOIN ‘EM 


American film exhibitors refuse 
to be left out of the television act. 
They’re not at all certain how or 
where, but theatremen throughout 
the country are determined to have 
a part in show business’ newest 
turn. 

Exhibs by and large aren’t fear- 
ful of video. They see it as a great 
threat to the boxoffice future only 
if they don’t get into the show. 
Thus, taking the foundling giant of 
the entertainment industry very 
seriously, they're acting on that 
age-old principle: “If you can’t lick 
‘em, join ’em.” 

Opinions of exhibs on the rela- 
tionship of television to theatres in 
the future show surprising unanim- 
ity. Variety in the past few 
weeks has sounded out hundreds of 
theatremen, large and small, inde- 
pendent and affiliated, across the 
country, on what they think the ef- 
fect of TV may be on exhibition. 

Their viewpoint, in general, is 
summarized above. Here’s a fur- 
ther thumbnail idea of the opinions 
expressed in their letters of reply: 

1. Video has no chance of dam- 


(Continued on page 16) 





TV Forcing 1-Union Idea, 
Tho Exec Setups, Funds 
Likely to Stall Amalgam 


After 10 years of vague conver- 
sation about “‘one big union” in the 
performer field, practical discus- 
sions on the subject are finally 
taking place this week in New 
York. Participating are representa- 
tives of the organizations con- 
cerned, including Actors Equity 
Assn., Chorus Equity Assn., Screen 
Actors Guild, Screen Extras Guild, 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists, American Guild of Musical 
Artists, American Guild of Variety 
Artists and Hebrew Actors Union. 

The sessions opened Monday (21) 
and are being held all this week 
at the Roosevelt hotel, N. Y. The 
object of the confabs is to consoli- 
date the organizations, all affiliates 
of the Associated Actors & Artistes 
of America, an international union 
within the American Federation of 
Labor. It’s figured that with a 
revitalized and strengthened 4A’s, 
the various performer groups 
would have greater unity and, 
under the Taft-Hartley law, greater 
power. P: 

With the 4A’s as “one big union,” 

(Continyed on page 46) 


Hepburn Wants U.S. Ams 


For Her Viennese ‘Story’ 
Vienna, June 15. 

Katharine Hepburn is due in 
Vienna in July and is trying to ar- 
range to appear with local Ameri- 
can amateurs in a production of 
“The Philadelphia Story.” 

The American Vienna Com- 
munity Theatre will sponsor the 
English-language performance. 





—- + 


Television Steals Spotlight From — 
Delegates at GOP Philly Convention 





Fine Thing for Lana! 


Phoenix, June 22. 

Local reporters took a casual 
look at the police blotter Friday 
(18) and then did a fast double- 
take. 

Lana Turner, the report read, 
had been arrested and charged 
with drunkenness and disorderly 
cenduct. 

Lana got off with a $10 fine. 
He’s a 44-year-old Sacaton Indian. 


Cafes Set Pace 
On Amusement 
At GOP Powwow 


Philadelphia, June 22. 

The cafes are setting the pace in 
providing diversion for the visiting 
GOP delegates and their follow- 
ers. A_ glittering collection of 
floorshow talent is on hand for the 
conventioneers each evening after 
they get through. the arduous task 
of picking a presidential candidate. 

The city which normally has two 
to five legit shows running at once, 
is currently without stage fare. 
Live talent is virtually only to be 
found in the grogshops. Some of 
the local tavernmen reasoned that 
convention week was the time to 
put on anything, as the out-of- 
towners would flock in anyhow. 

Heading the opposite camp was 
Frankie Palumbo, a member of the 
citizens official reception commit- 
tee. The Palumbo spots went all 
out on the entertainment schedule. 
Milton Berle is playing four-and-a- 
half nights at Palumbo’s downtown 
restaurant, Monday to Friday, with 
no dinner show Tuesday, and the 
place has been sold out for almost 
a week. Paul Whiteman’s “On 
Stage America” and Tony Pastor’s 
band greet the Republicans in 
Palumbo's Click, and Frank Sina- 
tra is committed to a one-night 
guest shot at the spot. The Red- 
caps are headlining in Ciro’s, an- 

(Continued on page 41) 








Tyro Thesps Ante Own 
Coin to Act on N.Y. FM’er 


Unusual experiment by a group 
of young unknown actors seeking 
recognition is being launched via 
WGYN, N.Y. FM indie. Ten as- 
piring thesps, banded together as 
the FM Repertory Theatre, are 


By HERMAN A. LOWE 


Philadelphia, June 22. 
Television has moved into the 
news bigtime this week in Philly, 
lining up shoulder-to-shoulder with 
press, radio and newsreels at the 

Republican National Convention. 


In a combination of novelty, bal- 
lyhoo and solid achievement, it 
has copped the spotlight from 
everything but the candidates 
themselves. Even the competitors 
it will soon be fighting tooth and 
nail for a bigger piece of the ad- 
vertising dollar — radio and the 
press — have been watching its 
progress with interest and amaze- 
ment. 


Journalists and radio people 
from many parts of the nation 
have been witnessing tele this 
week for the first time. Generally 
they have been delighted with it 
despite the obvious blunders and 
frequently corny showmanship 
which have made some prcgrams 
seem right out of the “Great Train 
Robbery” and crystal-set age of 
entertainment. 


In the two or three days before 
the convention began and since the 
starting gun of the quadrennial 
GOP hassle, tele has bullied and 

(Continued on page 32) 


French Look for Banner 
Tourist Season, in Paris 
And at Seaside Resorts 


Paris, June 15. 

The tourist season is on in a big 
way. The papers are full of ads 
enticing tourists to visit in every 
nook and corner in Paris itself. 
Apart from supplying a decent taxi 
service or enough hotel accommo- 
dation (all firstelass hotels are 
booked for at least two months 
solid), everything points to the 
eagerness to catch ‘em and hold 
‘em until they’ve been squeezed 
dry. Provided, of course, that 
tourists are willing to pay in dol- 
lars. Then they can get 125 gal- 
lons a month of gas for their ear, 
getting the coupons from any 
branch of the Banque de France. 
They can even get a drink at 900 
feet altitude because “the Eiffel 
Tower bar, in charge of barman 
coe Roux, has reopened for 

em. 


Summer resorts are also antici-’ 
(Continued on page 46) 


MORRIS STILL TRYING TO 
COAX LAUDER BACK 











plunking down their own hard- 
earned coin to give themselves 13 | 
weekly half-hours on the station in | 
which to display their talents in | 
dramatic setting. | 

Group has retained Ronald Daw- 
son, proprietor of the Lend-Lease 
Scripts Library. as its director and | 








files. 


will draw its scripts from Dawson’s Rn = 


London, June 22. 
Bill Morris, of the William Mor- 
ris agency, is still negotiating with 
comedian Sir Harry Lauder in 
Scotland regarding a final “fare- 
well” tour for the comic. 


Proposed deal would also costar 
Lauder with Bing Crosby in J, 
Rank’s forth film 
of “Brigadoon.” 
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Flock of Pix Personalities Trek 
To Philly for GOP Convention 


Philadelphia, June 22. 
Motion picture figures are gen- 
erally playing a modest part in the 
current Republican convention, al- 
though one of them, acter George 


Murphy, caused one of the biggest Hollywood, June 22. 
oe on opening day. aos Marking the first milestone of 


Murphy, a California delegate, the U. S. labor movement's entry 
made a motion to adjourn the ini- |into regular film production for its 
tial session for lunch early in the |own objectives, the Hollywood AFL 
afternoon and thereupen precipi- | Film Coumeil is currently readying 
tated a rush of photogs to pese him |its initial 22-minute documentary, 
with Carroll Reece, chairman of |“Poverty im the Valley of Pienty,” 
the G.O.P. National Committee. It |for release to trade unions and 
was the first stampede of the con-|community clubs. Organized last 
vention. Murphy was televised |year, the Film Council is comprised 
with his candidate, Governor Earl |of heads of 25 studio unions with 
Warren, of Calif. | the aim of turning out labor propa- 

Several industry officials are ex- | ganda pix in accordance with top 
pected down from New York to- | professional standards. Next proj- 
morrow (Wednesday) or Thursday. lect under consideration is the film- 
Among those figured to show for |ization of the histories of major 
the “hot” sessions, at which can-|trade union organizations. 
didates will be placed in nomina-| Kickoff film depicts the economic 
tion and the voting will take place, | plight of agricultural workers in 
are Spyros Skouras, Harry M. War- | the Central Valley of California 
ner, and J. Cheever Cowdin. Their |during a recent strike. Studio tech- 
newsreel reps are jealously guard- | niciahs, who handled the shooting, 
ing ducats for them. ‘cutting and editing, were paid the 
_ One man not so fortunate in a ‘regular scale from coin chipped in 
ticket way was George Jessel. When |by member locals of the council. 
he arrived and no ticket was avail-,CBS commentator Harry Flannery 


a 
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H’wood Film Council 
Readies Union Doc Pic 











able, Tony Mute, Fox Mevietone 
Newsreel boss here, loaded Jessel 
with a camera and other equipment 
and marehed him in as an aide. 

Here and there among the dele- 
gations have been Will Hays and 
Jack Bryson, latter legislative rep 
fer the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America. Thus far, Eric Johnston, 
MPAA prexy, is among those miss- 
ing with no indications whether he 
will show. Another of the Califor- 
nia delegates is Mrs. Ida Kover- 
man, Louis B. Mayer's secretary, 
while Mendel Silverberg, attorney 
for motion picture companies, is 
also a delegate from the same state. 
Harold Lieyd is present as an al- 
ternate-at-large. 

Irene Dunne is a visitor, actress 
heb-nobbing with Clare Booth 
Luce. Henry Morgan and a pub- 
licity staff have been doing their 
best to turn the town upside-down, 
flackery-wise, in advance of the 
preem of Morgan’s film Thursday 
= and apparently making good 
at it. 

: Gamble Present 

Film industry's most important 
political figure, of course, is Ted 
R. Gamble, prexy of the Theatre 
Owners of America, who is manag- 
ing the Stassen campaign here. 
Also here and pushing the Stassen 
candidacy is George Converse, hus- 
o— of silent film star Anita Ste- 
wart. 

Opening session’s entertainment 
came from James Melton and Vir- 


ginia Davis 
ALL CANADIAN MONEY 
IN MONO PIX THERE 


Production of 10 films in Canada 
in the next two years by Canadian’ 
International Screen Corp. and 
Renaissance. Films for Monogram 
and Allied Artists release will be 
financed entirely by Canadian cap- 
ital without backing from Mono- 
AA, latter firms’ 





by Jan. 1. 

While Monogram has had a re- 
eiprocal production program on the 
fire with Pathe of Britain since last 
fall, no advance has been made on 
it. Broidy revealed company had 
expected to film two scripts, “The 
Maze” and “The Highwayman” i 
England, in association with Pathe* 


Jessel Ganders GOP 


Philadelphia. 





Editor, Varrety: 
“Am here on the set watching 
convention scene. There are 


eight principals but a quarter of a 
million extras 








did the background narration. 


Fraudulent Use Of 
Pic Names Charged 
In Stock Promotion 


Washington, June 22. 
Names of many top Hollywood 
actors are included ‘‘falsely” in a 
silver mine _ steck premotion 
“fraud” with which the Securities 
Exchange Commission charges N. 
James Elliott, New York securities 
dealer. Over the weekend Elliott 
was ordered to a hearing July 12 
te consider revocation of his 
license. 
- Partially through the use of 
Hollywood names, alleges SEC, El- 
liott has been selling stock in 
American Silver Corp., which he 
controls. This, it is charged, has 
been done without registration 
and threugh false, inaccurate and 
incomplete representations. 
According to an exhibit attached 
to the order, Elliett got up a fancy 
map showing the route of a “trans- 
continental silver truck trip.” In 
this ballyhoo, a huge truck would 
haul 10 tons of silver ore from the 
mine at Panamint, Cal., north of 
L. A., to New York. Trip as ex- 
plained on the chart would be a 
press agent’s dream, with the 
mayors, police chiefs, heads of 
local Kiwanis Clubs, etc., turning 
out at each stop fer civic recep- 
tions and dinners—presumably to 
help the boys seii the silver stock. 
Map and accompanying ‘legend 
said certain stars would drive the 
wagon at various stages and that 
stili others would go along, or take 
part in the civic celebrations. 
Wagon would start out of L. A. on 
an undetermined date with Alan 
Hale, Jack Carson, Rod Cameron, 
Bill Boyd, Alan Curtis and Sonny 
Tufts aboard, the exhibit says. 
Then at various points other fig- 
ures would-step into the act. 
Among those named are: Lawrence 
Tierney, Michael Nerth, Kurt 
Krueger, Helmut Dantine. Steve 
(Continued on page 6) 


NEW YORK TOPS U.S. 
IN DOUBLE FEATURES 


Hollywood, June 22. 
Film customers, like baseball 
fans. prefer double headers. A na- 
tionwide survey by the Research 
Department of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America discloses that 
more than 60° of-the nation’s mo- 
tion picture theatres are handing 
out two films for the price of one. 
Bargain hunters are more numer- 
oust in the New York area where 
the percentage of regular double 
bills is 76.6. In the Los Angeles 

territory the percentage is 64.7. 


Bergson Sworn In 
Washington, June 22. 
Herbert Bergson was sworn in 
last Wednesday (16) as Assistant 
Attorney General in charge of the 
direct the retrial of the remanded 
portions ef the big New York anti- 
trust suit. 
Bérgson replaces John Sonnett, 
who returned to private law 
tice in New York. 
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‘313th WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 

E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
Now Playing Nationally 
“BILL AND COO” 


Special Academy Award Winner 
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Newsreels Near 
Footage Record 
On GOP Sessions 


Philadelphia, June 22. 

The five major newsreels will 
have set an alltime record for foot- 
age shot at a political convention 
when they stop cranking at the end 
of the current GOP conclave, on 
the basis of footage already ground 
out. Best estimates of the reelers 
is that they will have taken up- 
wards of 250,000 feet of stock—in- 
cluding both sound and silent—by 
the time the Republicans call it 
quits. 

The newsreels are facing the fall 
impact of television competition 
for the first time. They are out to 
prove that the reels can hold their 
own against the new threat, and 
have been pouring it on with big- 
ger staffs and more footage than 
ever before. 

Oddly enough, however, some of 
the tremendous footage being 
ground out by the news cameras is 
duplicated, because the men are 
shooting partly for video as well. 
For instance, Paramount newsreel 
has a crew of 16 here. They have 
a dozen cameras on hand and much 
of their stuff is shot in triplicaie, 
three cameramen working simul- 
taneously on the important stuff. 
Reason is that one negative is 
flown immediately to the reel of- 
fice in New York, a second is 
flown to Chicago, where it is 


(Centinued on page 6) 


SELZNICK EYES VIDEO 
DEALS FOR TALENT 


David O. Selznick expects to 
have a number of deals clesed for 
exclusive video rights to a flock of 
performing groups by the time 
Cecil Barker, his aide, leaves New 
York for the Coast early next 
week. Barker has been east about 
three months lining up the organi- 
zations te which DOS wants rights 
for his new unit, Selznick Tele- 
vision Corp. 

Producer’s idea is to sign up 
basic groups, such as ballets and 
repertery theatres, which can be 
counted on for continuing video 
shows. Contract which he recent- 
ly inked with Ringling Bros., Bar- 
num & Bailey cireus for a film, 
“Greatest Show on Earth.” also 
gives him TV rights. He intends 
putting the video shows on film.’ 

No contracts have been signed 
yet, but a number of them are now 
being drawn up by Selznick’s at- 
torneys, Paine, Kramer & Marx, 
N. Y. Pacts are said to be very 
difficult to draw, since there is no 
precedent fer many of the points 
involved. There are also under- 
stood to be many more items to 
cover in them than in ordinary 
film termers, with the result that 
one contract—done in answer to 
Selznick’s request for “just a sim- 
ple _agreement”—has gradually 
evolved into “something resem- 














Broadway Ups and 


Downs Marked Life 


Of Eart Carroll, Killed in Plane Crash 


+ 


¢ Best known vittim of the shock- 





‘Nora Drake’ Serial 
May Be Done in Pix 


A film version of its “Nora 
Drake” daytime serial may be pro- 
duced for Toni shampoo for 15- 
minute daily telecast. Represen- 
tatives of the sponsor went to Hol- 
lywood last week to check on the 
matter of production cost for such 
an operation. 

The idea would be to do the 
serial in quarter-hour installments, 
but shoot as many "episodes as pos- 
sible in a single session. It would 
be necessary to have the script 
written months ahead so_ the 
scenes using the same locale could 


be filmed in sequence, thus saving | 
expense on set construction, loca-— 


tion trips, etc. 

So far the company is consider- 
ing the scheme only for “Nora,” 
not for its “Crime Photog,” ‘Give 
and Take” or “Ladies Be Seated” 
programs. Foote, Cone & Belding 
is the agency on the account, and 
“Nora” is scripted by Julian Funt 
and directed by Charles Irving. 





Tracy’s Bed-Smoking 


Brings Fireman Rebuke 
On Safety-Rule Violation 


Maybe Spencer Tracy should 
have stood in bed, instead of smok- 
ing in it, as he’s pictured doing in 
Metro’s “State of the Union.” 

A. E. Cooper, veepee of the 
Orange County (N.Y.) Volunteer 
Firemen’s Assn., has sent lengthy 
telegrams to various top Metro 
execs, to Motion Picture of Assn. 
prexy Eric Johnston and to various 
safety groups, charging that the 
scene is a flagrant violation of fire 
prevention rules and should be cut. 
According to Cooper, “this scene 


sets an unfortunate example to) 


many millions who will see the 
picture and will undo much of the 
fire prevention progress accom- 
plished in many years by fire fight- 
ing, safety and insurance groups.” 

Metro prez Nicholas M. Schenck | 
turned over his wire from Cooper | 
to M-G veepee and general counsel! | 
J. Robert Rubin, who advised | 
Cooper he was referring the mat- | 
ter to Frank Capra, who produced | 
“Union.” MPAA veepee Francis | 
Harmon, to whom Johnston re- | 
ferred his wire, answered Cooper 
that prints of “Union” are already 
in circulation throughout the coun- 
try, which makes it extremely 
— that the scene can stil! be 
cut. 

Cooper, when he’s not fighting 
fires, is sales promotion and ad- 
vertising chief of a business firm 
in Monroe, N. Y. 


OAKIE JUST MISSED 
BEING ON FATAL 


Allentown; Pa., June 22. 

Jack Oakie barely escaped being 
on the United Airlines plane which 
crashed at Mt. Carmel, near here, 
he revealed here. Oakie came to 
Allentown to “try to help out,” he 
said. His divorced wife, Venita 
Varden, was one of the victims of 





on the plane with Miss Varden, but 
cancelled his reservation a few 
hours before the takeoff when his 
studio called him back for retakes 
John O'Connor, special events 
manager of the airline, reported 
that jewelry valued at $12,000 be- 
longing to actress Beryl Wallace 
had been found. The wallet of Ear! 
Carroll also was found, he said. 
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jing disaster last Thursday (17), 
when a Douglas DC-6 plane crash- 
'ed on a mountainside near Mt. 
| Carmel, Pa., while enroute from 
| Los Angeles to New York, was Earl 
\Carroll, 56, former Broadway pro- 
ducer, who had been operating a 
theatre restaurant in Hollywood. 
|Lost, too, was Beryl Wallace, 
around 38, former showgirl who 
was the lead im Carroll’s Coast re- 
vues. Disintegration of the plane, 
which exploded after striking a 
high tension electric cable, was so 
complete that only some of the 
bedies of the 43 passengers and 
crew could be identified. But Car- 
roll’s wallet, containing over $1,- 
000, was found among the debris. 

Carroll, as producer of lavish 
revues in the 1920's, notably vari- 
|ous editions of “Vanities” and 
| “Sketchbook,” was a contempo- 
| rary of the late Flo Ziegfeld. He 
| came to New York from Pittsburgh 

penniless and his first job was with 
music publisher Leo Feist. He 
| scored by writing in 1913 the ly- 
lrics for “Isle D’Amour,” imported 
‘song. But a collaborative effort with 
Enrico Caruso, entitled “Dreams of 
Long Ago,” was a bigger hit. 

It was as a producer that Car- 

| roll really built up a colorful repu- 
| tation for showmanship, first with 
| straight plays and then revues. 
| When he presented “The Lady of 
the Lamp,” in 1916, at the Republie 
on 42nd street, N.Y., he ran an 
_extra space ad in the dailies head- 
ed “My Last $25,000.” It attracted 
the attention of William R. Edring- 
ton, a wealthy Texas oilman, who 
financed the building of the Car- 
_roll theatre at Seventh avenue and 
| 50th street. Four years prior to 
| “Lady” he wrote the music and 
lyrics of “So Long Letty,” a Broad- 
| way hit produced by Oliver Moros- 
\co at the Shubert. He also figured 
in the scores of “Canary Cottage,” 
| ‘The Love Mill” and “Flora Bella.” 
Before entering the revue field 
ihe was a prolific preducer with 
‘such attractions as “White Cargo,” 
“Uptown West,” “The. Florida 
Girl,” “The Rat,” “Laff That Off,” 
“How's the King,” “What Ann 
Brought Home,” “Oh, You,”’ “Bavu” 
which was the opening show at the 
Carroll, “Daddy Dumplins.” with 
Roscoe (Fatty) Arbuckle, “Mary's 
Other Husband” and “Murder at 
the Vanities,” which opened at the 
New Amsterdam and moved to the 
Majestic. 

At the Carroll theatre the first of 
‘nine “Vanities” was staged. Zieg- 
feld billed his many “Follies” as 
“Glorifying the American girl,” 
‘while Carroll coined a _ longer, 
‘matching phrase. Over the stage 
‘entrance of his theatre was the 
‘slogan: “Through these portals 
pass the most beautiful girls in the 
world.” Beth managers corraled 
\glamer showgirls, as did George 
| White when he produced the ‘“‘Scan- 
dais” series of revues. It’s debata- 
‘ble whether Ziegfeld’s nude ta- 
bleaux or Carroll’s “living curtain” 
of undraped beauties attracted the 
mare attention on Broadway. . 

Bathtub Incident 

The vagaries of Carroll's career 
were many, with spectacular ups 
and downs, but the incident that 
halted his career was the notorious 
bathtub party on the stage of the 
Carroll theatre Feb. 22, 1926. In 
addition to George Washington's 
birthday, it was also that ef his 
backer, Edrington, and the cele- 





| vited to the party_were friends, 
and their wives, 


| girl, Joyce Hawley, stepped i 
tub supposed to be filled with 
champagne. Reporters surrounded 
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- WOOD SET FOR LONG STRIKE 





SAG, Producers Resume Talks 


Hollywood, June 22. 


Contract negotiation talks between Screen Actors Guild and 
major producers are resuming this week after being stymied since 


April. 


Key to whether renewed huddles will lead to satisfactory 


conclusion is producer and actor attitudes on television and re- 
issues, points which caused original break. Meanwhile, some prog- 


ress is reported in negotiations 
Motion Picture Producers Assn. 


Results of huddles will be discussed at regular 


between SAG and Independent 
SAG board of 


directors meeting June 28. SAG announced it has no agreement 
with major producers for actors to finish any picture they might 


be working on in event of strike. 








WB Reported Unloading Some Houses 
In New England After Court Verdict 


Warner Bros. 
tiating the sale of a block of its 
42 theatres in the New England 
territory. Circuit is said to be un- 
loading the houses in advance of 
final adjudication of the industry 
anti-trust suit, since they fall with- 
in the scope of provisions of re- 
cent Supreme Court decisions 
which makes it unlikely a produ- 
cer-distributor would be able to 
hang on to them permanently. 

If the deal is consummated, the 
group of theatres would be the 
first to be sold by a major since 
the court's edict. The tribunal 
returned the major case to the 
federal court in New York for 
final decision, but the verdicts 
written by Justice William O. 
Douglas in the all-industry suit 
and in the Schine and Griffith 
cases, which came down at the 
same time, were clear in implying 
certain categories in which the 
lower court would be virtually 
forced to order divorcement. 

Latter include closed situations, 
such as prevails in Clinton, Mass., 
where WB owns both of the town’s 
theatres, the Globe (622 seats) 
and the Strand (1,111 seats). A 
less restricted situation, but one 
that might meet court opposition, 
prevails in Lawrence, Mass., where 
WB owns the four leading houses. 
There are‘six other theatres, but 
all are under 1,000 seats. 

WB houses in Lawrence are the 
Broadway “(1,203 seats), Modern 


(Continued on page 20) 


Metro Would Rather 
Chinese Worship At 
Its Boxoffice Shrine 


Shanghai, June 17. 

Metro, with plans all set to start 
building its first postwar theatre | 
here, has been temporarily stymied | 
by a run-in with a couple of native 
gods. 

Company recently purchased a 
site on the Bubbling Well road, op- 
posite a racetrack, to erect a new 
filmery. Seems, however, that the 
site contained two stone images, 
which have become the most popu- 
Jar images of worship in Shanghai 
since the circulation of gossip that 
they were instrumental in “inspir- 
ing” a local resident to buy a prize- 
winning lottery ticket. 

Lucky winner, according to the 
gossip, was a worshipper who 
showed his gratitude by regilting 
the two images with about four 
ounces of gold. Since then, the 
entire district has adopted the idols 
as their patron saints, burning can- 
dles and incense before them in 

(Continued on page 18) 


Sam Schneider Gets 
5-Year WB Extension 


Samuel Schneider, Warner Bros. 
veepee, has obtained a five-year ex- 
tension of his employment contract 
with WB which won’t take effect 
until Jan. 1, 1951. His present five- 
year ticket runs until Dec. 31, 1950. 
Under the terms of a new deal re- 
cently inked, that pact will con- 
tinue for an additional five stanzas. 

Schneider will be paid $95,000 
yearly for the five-year stretch. 
That is at the same rate of compen- 
sation as Warners is paying him 
for the third, fourth and fifth laps 
of his present deal. All other con- 
ditions and terms of his current 








contract will apply to the extended 
} tres, ea 


period. Sa) EP 





is reported nego- + 





Too Much Fight 


Minneapolis,“ June 22, 


Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 
mount circuit) is stopping pictures 
Wednesday night at 10 theatres in 
the Twin Cities and elsewhere to 
carry the Joe Louis-Joe Walcott 
fight broadcast. 

There’ll be direct lines into the 
houses from local radio station 
WTCN, through which the broad- 
cast comes and with which the cir- 
cuit has a tieup. 


Pix, TV in Race 
For 16m Stock 


American film and television in- 
dustries are facing a protracted 
shortage of 16m rawstock which is 
expected to cramp video’s use of 
narrow-gauge celluloid to record 
programs and hamper the spread 
of major company 16m sales cam- 
paigns within the imminent future. 
The threatening pinch has already 
started a race for rawstock sources 
by film companies and video net- 
works. Reportedly, one major 
company has recently tied the en- 
tire output of Belgium Gevaert 
Co., third largest producer in the 
world. 

With no relief in sight unless 
the few manufacturers of rawstock 
engage in costly and slow increase 
of output by way of erecting new 
plants, outfits depending on nar- 
row-gauge stock have already felt 
the cramp. Video nets, ‘dickering 
with major film companies to meet 
film tele program requirements, 
have made a guarantee that raw- 
stock allocations can be met as an 
important prerequisite of a deal. 

At the present time, majorsshave 
been slashed to the bone in their 
demands for 16m stock. Labora- 
tories find it impossible to deliver 
total requirements. Moreover, 
tele’s need for the smaller stock is 
mushrooming at a tremendous rate 


(Continued on page 20) 


U Ist Major Co. In 
Film-Making for Tele 


Hollywood, June 22. 

While there are strong rum- 
blings that almost all major studios 
plan entry into film-making for 
television, Universal is the first big 
company to launch such a project. 
Actually U is currently turning out 
a test series of sports quizzes. de- 
signed to be sold to tele networks. 
It is frankly conceded to be a flyer 
to sound out whether the studio 
can make telepix cheaply enough. 

Good deal of stock shots and 








‘newsreel material are used by the 


studio to piece the series together. 
Idea is to flash on famous sports 
events of the past and then ques- 
tion the telegazer on identity of 
participants, what the event was 
about, where held, and so forth. 
One important hurdle remains in 
the way. U’s attorneys are at- 
tempting to obtain clearances from 
all athletes depicted in the news- 
reel clips. Studio believes it is 
necessary to obtain their okays be- 
fore telecasting. Standing clear- 
ances refer only to ordinary 
screenings in conventional thea- 





jof Triumph” (UA), 


ee 


(275 PICTURES 
BACKLOGGED 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Film producers are in a strong 
position in case the Screen Actors 
Guild walks off the job at the ex- 
piration of the current labor con- 
tract July 31. By that time stu- 
dios will have approximately 275 
completed pictures in their vaults. 
This backlog is big enough to keep 
the theatres going for an entire 
year without the aid of reissues. 

Right now the film lots have 233 
features completed and in the 
cutting rooms. In addition, 54 are 
facing the lenses and 47 more are 
ready for filming within the next 
month. With films already in work 
and those slated to start before 
the end of the month, a total of 
about 65 will be shooting when, 
and if, the strike starts. Subtract- 
ing. the number of pictures re- 
leased in the meantime, it means 
a celluloid ammunition dump num- 
bering around 275. 

Heading the list is 20th-Fox 


(Continued on page 21) 





U.S. Insurance Cos. Nix 
Underwriting Shipments 
Of Films to Palestine 


U. S. insurance companies have 
cancelled all policies with Ameri- 
can film companies covering :loss 
of film in Palestine as a result of 
hostilities there. Clause covering 
riots and wars was invoked when 
the guns were popping and has 
been maintained during the four- 
week truce. Marine insurance is 
still in force for shipping of films 
to Palestine but the companies re- 
serve the right to decide whether 
or not they'll cover individual 
shipments according to the specific 
situation. 

U. S. film companies received 
another jolt from  south-of-the- 
border with an Argentine govern- 
ment decree that film shipments to 
and from that country must be in- 
sured by domestic companies. 
Decree goes into effect Aug. 1 but 
distribs are hoping war acca will 
be made. 





Small’s Europe Survey 
Hollywood, June 22. 
Edward Small trains for New 
York today (22)-and will sail for 
London in two weeks for quick sur- 
vey of British production situation. 
While abroad, Small will make 
tentative arrangements for later 
filming of “Lorna Doone.” 














'U. S. Film Chiefs Fail to Reach 
Solution to British 45% Situation 





? 


‘Escape’ Clause 
London, June 22. 

There is one big “if” as an 
escape clause in the new Brit- 
ish 45% quota law. Exhibs 
and U. S. distribs here are 
counting on it as a possibility 
for relieving somewhat the 
pinch on playing time .s 
Yank films. 

The escape is the fact that 
any theatreowner can petition 
the Board of Trade for relief 
in his individual case if he can 
prove that he cannot success- 
fully operate with British 
films exclusively. 


B way Price Cuts 
As Storm Signal 


With firstruns throughout the | 
country now taking a shellacking, 
out-of-town exhibs are eyeing cur- 
rent Broadway admission cuts and | 
rumblings of others to follow as a 
development which may catch on 
elsewhere. Amusement doliar un- 
der inflationary pressure has been 
growing thinner and _ increasing 
resistance to top-priced- theatres is 
being felt. Big question now being 
watched is whether Gotham’s price- 
slashing will bring the customers 
back to the showcases. 


Following the experiment started 
last week by the Mayfair, when it 
trimmed prices with a resultant 
boost in biz, Loew’s State plans to 
hike its scale beginning June 30 
when “Easter Parade’ world preem 
will set the house on a new deluxe 
firstrun policy. Comparison of the 
biz rung up by the two houses in 


(Continued on page 20) 














SEARS GETS CLEAN BILL 


Grad Sears, United Artists prexy, 
is due for discharge tomorrow 
(Thursday) from New York hospi- 
tal, where he has been under ob- 
servation for the past 10 days. He'll 
be back at his homeoffice desk next 
Monday (28). 

UA topper was given a clean bill 
of health. He had feared return 
of the occupational disease, ulcers, 
from which he once suffered. He 
left the hospital for a few hours 
yesterday (Tues.) to attend a meet- 
ing of the Motion Picture Export 
Assn. on the British situation. 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Cooler Weather, Rain Up Biz—‘Homecoming,’ ‘Re- 
gards,’ ‘Waltz,’ ‘Fuller,’ ‘Arch’ Top Field 


Cooler weather in several parts 
of the country and some stronger, 
new product is giving a better tone 
to the boxoffice picture this week. 
Exhibitors noted that where warm 
temperatures prevailed, biz con- 
tinued to slump. In addition, ex- 
hibs were inclined to blame the 
quality of product for much of 
their declining trade, citing that 
where strong fare was available 
biz picked up. 

“Homecoming” (M-G) continues 
as champ for the fourth successive 
week although “Give My Regards 
to Broadway” (20th) is not far be- 
hind in second position. Latter is 
almost equal to the Gable-Turner 
starrer in actual money but shows 
up with mild takings in several 
spots. 

“Emperor Waltz’ (Par), which 
teed off big in Los Angeles several 
weeks ago, is edging up into third 
place, being helped by $160,000 at 
N. Y. Music Hall, a record for non- 
holiday week there. “Fuller Brush 
Man” (Col), helped by a fresh 
batch of bookings, spurts into 
fourth slot this round with not a 
dull week in the lot. It’s leader in 
L. A. and sock in several other 
keys. 

Others in the Big Eight are “Arch 
“Bride Goes 





“Pirate” (M-G) and 
(U) finishing in 


Wild” (M-G), 
“All My Sons” 
order named. 
“Wallflower” (WB), while rack- 
ing up some coin in four spots, is 
highly disappointing being sock 
only in Cleveland where it is put 
over the top by Jack Benny and 
his radio group. “Hazard” (Par) 
also shows up mildly this stanza. 
“On Island With You” (M-G) 
shapes strongest of newcomers, be- 
ing smash in Philadelphia at a_ 
comparatively small house. “Lulu 
Belle” (Col), another new entry, 
teed off mild in N. Y. “Dream 
Girl” (Par) is being helped along 
to a nice figure by a strong stage 
layout (Phil Spitalny all-girl band) 
at N. Y. Paramount, but does not 
shape too well as a new film. 
“Crusades,” out on reissue, is 
doing sock biz in Detroit and looks 
fine in Denver. “On Merry Way” 
(UA), in for a strong round in Bos- 
ton, is okay in L. A. but dull in| 
San Francisco. “Noose Hangs | 
High” (EL) will land stout biz in 
K. C. 
“Ruthless” (EL) is shaping to do 


big week in Philly. “Paradine 
Case” (SRO) looks standout in 
Frisco. 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 





Pages 9-11.) 


Major company toppers met in 
New York yesterday (Tuesday) for 
the second time in a week in bitter 
and dramatic sessions of indigna- 
tion over the British situation. 
They set another conclave for next 
Monday (28) to continue their can- 
vass of possible solutions to the 
45% quota imposed by Britain last 
week, J. Arthur Rank’s restrictions 
on playing time for American pix 
on his circuits and alleged reneg- 
ing and hedging by the English 
government on the agreement it 
signed with the industry last 
March. 

Reason for the lengthy sessions, 
out of which little action has come, 
is that Yank company chieftains 
are up against problems for which 
they have no solution. Their only 
direct answer to the British squeeze 
is a repetition of the embargo they 
imposed last August on shipments 
of new films to Britain, following 
the passage of the 75% tax 
| measure. 


While the possibility of such a 
serious move was mentioned at the 
sessions—and was certainly in the 
minds of everyone, present—there 
is far from unanimous feeling that 
that is the solution. Barney Bala- 
ban, Paramount prez, brought 4t 
up last week and was backed in 
the idea by James A. Mulvey, rep 


(Continued on page 18) 


BRITISH 45% QUOTA LAW 
UP FOR LORDS’ 0.0. 


London, June 22. 

The House of Lords will con- 
sider the 45% quota law next Mon- 
day (28), it was learned today. 
Bill has already been passed by 
the House of Commons. It was 
rushed through at a midnight ses- 
sion last Thursday (18). 

American industry's request to 
the State Dept. to file a protest 
against the quota with the British 
government: is understood being 
rushed in an effort to head off the 
Lords’ vote. It is thought here 
unlikely, however, that the Ameri- 
can move will be effective. 
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Rank Says U. S. Forced Current 
Anglo Crisis by 1947 Embargo 





By ABEL GREEN + 


Over $1,500,000 Raised 


London, June 22. 

The current crisis in British- | 
American film relations is cine- | 
matic history repeating itself. Last | 
year it was the 75% tax. This year | 
its the 45°% exhibition quota. | 
Last year’s crisis was qualified by 
the $17,000,000 ‘“‘settlement.”’ This | 
year, the answer is still a question 
mark. 

Last year, both the British and 
American industries agreed it was 
a grave crisis. This 
catastrophic, they agree again. 

Yet, J. Arthur Rank and his gen- 
eral manager, John Davis, think 
the 45%-55% ration “necessary.” 
They told Variety that “the Amer- 
icans pushed us into this thing by 
their embargo in not shipping new 
films over last fall, after the 75° 
tax became effective.” 

Local heads of American distri- 
bution companies, meantime. are , 
righteously indignant with what 
they call the shortsighted policies 
of their American bosses in not 
temporarily pulling out of this mar- | 
ket altogether. They think they | 
know the situation better than 
“swivelchair masterminding bank- | 
ers” who are believers in the “haif 
a loaf.” philosophy. They feel 
that Yank companies should stay 
out until Britain recognizes a free 
market. 

There's no question but that the 
British are trading on the know!l- 
edge that the Americans won't pull 
out compietely. 

Shortsighted 
“Independent British theatre- 
owners feel that the government 
and Rank are being shortsighted 
on the 45° quota theory. They 
expressed themselves that way 
during their last week’s convention 
on the Isle of: Man—as well as 
along Wardour sireet and other 
film rows in every key city in Eng- 
land, Scotland, Wales and North 
Ireland. The British Board of 
Trade’s 45-55°% edict was openly | 
flaunted and many exhibs stated 
they would ignore the 45° ratio | 
as they did the 17!2% edict of the 
past. Rank told Variety that he. 
would personally prosecute these 
recalcitrants. 

While the connotation of “blow- , 
ing the whistle” on the insurgent | 
exhibitors was there, Rank’s aiti- | 
tude is frankly one of helping the | 
British industry survive. Express~- 
ing himself pro-American, and con-— 
ceeding that there should be strong | 
Anglo-American ties in films, as | 
in everything else, none the less 
he stressed the self-preservation | 
issue. He even cited Spyros |} 
Skouras, 20th-Fox prexy, recently 
here. as patting him on the) 
shoulder and observing, “I quite | 

‘Continued on page 18) 


COPS.ON FOUR LOTS 
VOTE TO FORM UNION 


Hollywood, June 22. 
Guards and policemen on four. 
film lots, Paramount, Universal- 
International, RKO and RKO-. 
Pathe, voted to organize a union 
under the IATSE banner. 
Ralloting was held under rules 
laid down by the National Labor , 
Relations Board. 


‘Jekyll’ Arbitration 
_ Delayed 2 Months 


— 








year it’s — 


Se Far for Jewish Fund 
Hollywood, June 22. 

Qver $1,500,000 has been raised 

so far for the United Jewish Wel- 


fare Fund. Goal is $2,500,000. 


Increases range from 100 to 
1,000°% over previous years by film 


‘industry in contributions reported 


by Samuel Goldwyn, campaign 
prexy. 

Industry chairman Dore Schary 
cited six studios that have 
achieved big increases over last 
year. They are Universal-Inter- 
national, Republic. RKO, Para- 


mount, Metro and Eagle Lion. 


Rank to Face 
Brit. Exhib Fire 
At CEA Meet 


London, June 22. 
Fireworks are expected at a 
meeting in mid-July of the Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors Assn. that 
J. Arthur Rank has been invited to 
attend and which will be opened 





‘to the press. Rank has volunteered 


to face tie exhibs on his advocacy 
of the new 45° quota law. 

British production topper is ex- 
pected to do some direct finger- 


‘pointing at exhibitors who have 
'defaulted on living up to quota 
Hot-and- | 


regulations in the past. 
heavy exchange of words is cer- 


| tain. 


CEA members are most out- 


, spoken of any group in their bit- 
| Lerness 


toward Rank. Theatre- 
owners are resentful at being 
forced to play a large number of 
British films, rather than having 
their choice of British and Ameri- 
can product in any ratio they see 
fit. They fear the large English 
quota will hit their b.o.s, since 
they'll frequently be forced to play 
inferior films. 

CEA had a heavy session at the 
Isle of Man last week, at which it 
decided to petition Harold Wilson, 
Board of ‘Trade _ president, to 
lighten the quota, 


CHILE RELAXES ON 
U.S. FILM IMPORTS 


Santiago, Chile, June 22. 
The iron shutter which clanged 





‘down on American film imports 
here about a year ago has been 
partially lifted by Chilean authori- 
ties. Action by the government 


came last week and is believed to 
be the result of negotiations 
pushed here by Jacques Rickard, 
Motion Picture Assn. of America’s 


Latin American representative. 
Rickard has left Santiago for 
Buenos Aires. 


Chilean government this week 
issued a limited number of licenses 
to bring in Yank films. These 


jlicenses not only permit the entry 
(of a number of pix but also carry 
|with them the right for American 
_distribs to transfer a smail amount 


total remittances earned by 
those films. No licenses had been 
i for any American features 


a. sn ucthie tharkens taeere for the entire 12-month stretch. 
elaim to the title, “Son of Dr.._ Understood, Rickard trekked to 
Jekyll,” has been postponed for Buenos Aires to open negotiations 
two months at Rogers’ request. with the Peron government. The 
Metro had contested the producer's | Argentine situation has grown in- 
right to use the tag on the basis creasingly stringent for Yank dis- 
that it holds sole screening priv- tribs and, as things now stand, 
ileges to the Robert Louis Steven- there is a freeze on both remit- 
son work, “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. ‘tances and import licenses. Ob- 
Hyde.” servers are doubtful that he can 
“Jekyll” arbitration took on un- accomplish much before Marshall 
usual importance in that David O. Plan funds ease the tight currency 
Selznick’s claim on “Treasure ‘Situation in Argentina. 
Island,” likewise disputed by 
Metro, was to hang on the “Jekyll” 
decision, it had been agreed, since 
the facts in the two cases were 
similar. The main point invoived 





MYRNA'S P.A.-ING 


_ Hollywood, June 22. 
Selznick studio flacks have set 


in both was also highly significant: 
the legality in this country of the 
French government’s extension in 
1919 of copyrights fer six vears 


up a European personal appear- 
ance tour for Myrna Loy in con- 
nection with the overseas preem 
of “Mr. Blandings Builds His 





because of World War I. 


Dream House,” in which she’s co- 


_, Parties without resorting to the ar- 


It’s understod likely now that Starred with Cary Grant. 
both the Rogers and Selznick She will plane to Paris July 18 
claims will be settled between Rime ee 
i Markey. ._ - 


a? BF gt eyers itn 
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Hold Fast, Girls 

Hollywood, June 22. 
When 20th-Fox bought the 
story it was “A Letter to Five 
Wives.” In two operations it 
was reduced to “A Letter to 
Three Wives.” Latest tag is 

“Three Wives.” . 
Other changes on the West- 
wood lot are: “College Boy” 
for “Mr. Belvidere Goes to 
College,” and “When My Baby 
, Smiles at Me” for “Burlesque.” 
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Korda Joins Rank In 
| View 45% Quota Law 
Has Workable Premise 


London, June 22. 

Sir Alexander Korda, second 
only to J. Arthur Rank in volume 
of British production, went along 
} with Rank this week in the latter’s 
| Viewpoint that the new 45° quota 
jlaw is entirely workable. Korda 
jand Rank would, of course, be 
most helped by the measure, since 
|it ensures domestic playing time 
| for their product. 
| Korda told Variety he thought 
that the 55°> of playing time left 
\for Yank pix was not bad, when 
‘you consider that such major 
|stores as Selfridge’s here aren't 
allowed to sell any American goods 
at all. Korda’s plea was to try 
out the quota law and see if it 
| worked. 

British indie producer had an 
answer to U. S. distribution execs 
here who accent that Rank will 
date his share of the 45% quota 
films in the best percentage play- 
ing time. Korda deelared: “You 
can’t blame him. That's what 
Charlie Skouras ‘head of 20th- 
Fox’s National theatres circuit) 
does when it’s a choiee of a Metro 
or a Fox picture and Fox's: na- 
turally gets the break.” 

Comment on the quota here gen- 
lerally followed the lines of each 
individual's interest. Those who 
would be helped by the new law 
were speaking in favor, those who 
would be hurt were against. 

Sir Philip Warter, Warner Bros. 
tepper here. said he would try to 
|'make the quota work on the As- 
| sociated British Circuit, in which 
| WB has an interest. “However,” 
|he declared. “I am afraid that the 
lnew law will cause a substitution 
of quantity for quality.” 


JOHNSTON SLATED 
AS ADVISER ON ECA 


Washington, June 22. 

Eric Johnston, prez of Motion 
Picture Assn. of America, is slated 
to receive an interim commission 
as a member of the Economy Co- 
operation Administration public 
advisory beard, pending action by 
the Senate on the nomination sub- 











Johnston was named to 
the board along with 11 other 
notables just prior to the adjourn- 
ment of Congress, and the last- 
minute jam prevented confirmation 
by the Senate. Should Congress 
return within the next 30 days, 
White House officials said, the 
nominations will be acted upon at 
once. Oiherwise. interim appoint- 
ments will be made by the Presi- 
dent, to run until the next session. 

These appointments are not be- 
ing made immediately because the 
adjournment resolution left the 
door open for the recall of the 
legislators by the Republican 
leadership. The law governing 
such appointments permits 30 days 
to elapse between the nomination 
and the granting of an interim 
commission, and it is therefore 
considered probable that no action 
will be taken on the ECA advisory 
board nominations by the Presi- 
dent as long as the return of Con- 
gress within the next month re- 
mains a possibility. 

The board. which was authorized 
by the act of Congress which 
created ECA, will “advise and con- 
sult” with administrator Paul Hoff- 
man on “general or basic policy 
matters.” 

The act provided for a board of 
12 members “selected from among 
citizens of the U. S. of broad and 
varied experience in matters af- 
fecting the public interest.” 


‘Fountamhead’ for Neal 


Hollywood, June 22. 
Patricia Neal was signed by 
Warners to co-star with Gary Cop- 
per in “The Fountainhead”. 
Picture is the- second for the 
Broadway actress. Her first was 
— Loves Mary” on the same 








| mitted last Saturday by President | 
| Truman. 


Skyhigh Costs, Reduced Markets ; 
Plague French Film Biz—Lopert 





Robt., Everett Riskin 
Set Up Indie Prod. 


Hollywood, June 22. 
Robert and Everett Riskin have 
set up an indie production unit, 
with first picture to be “You Be- 
long to Me.” Robert, those last 
pic was “Magic Town” for RKO, is 

writing screenplay. 
Everett last produced “Julia Mis- 
behaves” and is now prepping 
“Half An Angel” for Metro. Lat- 
ter will probably start before “Be- 


tions are now going on. 


Yanks Seek Dea 
With Rossellini 
For Italo Prod. 


Number of American majors and 
indies have been endeavoring to 
|'make deals for production in Rome 
lwith Roberto Rossellini, Italian 
producer-director, but nothing has 
been set as yet. That was dis- 
closed in New York this week by 
Seymour Peyser, of the law firm 
of Phillips, Nizer. Benjamin & 
Krim, which has been named by 
Rossellini as his American legal 
counsel. 

Peyser returned from Rome last 
week with Ilya Lopert, foreign pic- 
ture distributor, of New York. He 
drew up a contract by which Lo- 
pert will represent the Italian film 
exec as American agent and ad- 
viser and another which gives Lo- 
pert distribution rights to Rossel- 





long,” for which release negotia- | 


—~¢* Those familiar bugaboos of the 


| film biz—skyrocketing production 
costs and flagging markets—are 
now threatening French producers 
with something close to extinction, 
according to Ilya Lopert, head of 
Lopert Films, who has just return- 
ed from a six-week visit to the Con- 
tinent. The French industry last 
year lost 800,000,000 francs ($2,- 
500,000) in its effort to win its pre- 
war leadership in Europe, Lopert 
said. That's one of ‘the big rea- 
| sons behind the government's move 
io subsidize Gallic pix via a tax 
|of Yank films imports. 
| Lopert said that the average 
' French pic now costs $250,000, just 
|double the run-of-the-mill nut be- 
'fore the war. In terms of trancs 
|alone, the cost is tremendously 
| greater since French inflation has 
'brought the dollar value of the 
\frane to an unprecedented low. 
| French films are also suffering 
| drastically-cut revenues, Lopert de- 
|clared. First-run admissions in 
| prewar times avaraged 25 francs 
'($1). Now the price is 150 franes, 
which is only equivalent to 40c. 
Making matters worse, before the 
French distrib collects his rentals, 
some 50° are paid out in taxes. 
Beyond the borders of France, 
Anglo pix are finding tough sled- 
ding, Lopert added. The iron cur- 
tain countries — Czechoslovakia, 
Yugoslavia, Romania, Hungary, Po- 
land and Bulgaria—were once luc- 





}rative customers for French films, 


These markets have been cut off. 


American market, as presently 
set up, means very little to the 
French producer, Lopert asserted. 
“No picture except ‘Mayerling’ has 
vet brought a French company 
$20,000 in revenues,” the pic im- 
porter declared flatly. “A foreign 





film is considered successful by an 


lini’s next film, “The Machine That | American distributor if it does $50,- 


Kills the Bad.” 
Mayer & Burstyn, who are dis- 


| 


000 gross rentals in this country.” 
Since the general distribution 


tributing “Open City” and “Pai- | deal for U.S. handling is either 50- 
san,” the two films which estab- 50 or 60-40 after deduction of sell- 


lished Rossellini’s reputation 





in |ing costs, the overseas film-maker 


| the U. S., have first refusal rights |is strictly limited in his potential 


jon “Berlin, Year Zero,” which the | profits. 


Italian producers. he said, 


|producer recently finished, Peyser | are somewhat better off because 


| said. Two other recently 
|pleted films are not committed for 
distribution, according to the attor- 
ney. 

One is a 45-minute close-up of 
Italian star Anna Magnani called 
“The Human Voice.” It’s a Jean 
Cocteau story of a telephone con- 
versation. The other, also starring 
Miss Magnani, is a feature titled 
“The Miracle.” It is considered 
unlikely for U. S. distribution as 
it tells the story of a Sicilian peas- 

(Continued on page 40) 


PAR, B&K ASK RELIEF 
FROM CHI 2-WEEK RULE 


Chicago, June 22. 

Paramount and B&K, the Bala- 
ban & Katz circuit, today asked 
Federal Judge Michael Igoe to re- 
lax the limitation, imposed under 
the Jackson Park consent decree, 
which prohibits showing of films 
more than two weeks in B&K Loop 
house. The petition asks the ban/4 
be lifted for showing of Para- 





com- |the Italian government subsidizes 


them. Half the taxes collected by 
the government from theatres are 
refunded to the producer. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Brian Aherne 
Andrews Sisters 
Richard Arlen 
Joan Barton 
Janet Blair 

Lee Bowman 
Steve Broidy 
George Burrows 
Ann Corio 

Jack Dales 
Gloria De Haven 
Tom Drake 
James A. FitzPatrick 
Richard Gordon 
Toni Harper 
Jascha Heifetz 
Lena Horne 

Al Horwitz 
Aldous Huxley 
Ilyana 

George Jessel 
Ben Kalmenson 
Edgar Kennedy 
Fleetwood Lawton 





mount’s “Emperor Waltz,” which Pen Lines’ 
opens at the Chicago July 2. Marvin Lieberman 
_ Request does not specify extra] Robert L. Lippert 
time is required. Judge Igoe set Sam Marx 
July 2 as the hearing date. Bert Nayfack 
Lilli Palmer 
N. Y. to Europe a See 
: Harold Peary 
Ingrid Bergman Harry Popkin 
Dolores Blythe George Raft 
Warren Caro John Reddy 
Jerome Chodorov Irene Rich 
Howard S. Cullman Cleate Roberts 
Lily Damita Edana Romney 
Alfred Hitchcock Ed. Russell 
Messmore Kendall Dore Schary 
Maureen O'Hara O'Neil Shanks 
John Perona Edward Small 
a bs my Kay Starr 
era ston Robe 
Greta Rauch obert Welch 
wa 5 inson 
on 2 omg _N. Y. to L. A. 
Herbert J. Yates. as ge 
vi um 
Europe to N. Y. Y. Frank Freeman 
Madeleine Carrol! : Jack Kapp 


Martita Hunt 
Edward Lachman 


Whitford Kane 
Carole Mathews 








Jacques Maritain Herb Nusbaum 
Irene M. Selznick Anne Pincus 
Buster Shaver Charles M. Reagan 
J. J. Shubert Eddie Sherman 
Jennie Toure! Charles P. Skouras 
Billy Wilder srt ‘ -* > Andy WwW Smith . 
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UA Once More Has Averted 
Crisis on Shortage of Product 





United Artists appears once¢ 


more to have squeezed through a 
crisis. Product shortage, which 
threatened to swamp the company 
come November, looks to be 
averted. Between the films now 
shooting or editing and _ those 
pretty much on the definite side of 
the future book, the company’s 
product troubles should be allayed 
until next spring. 

Original deadline on product, 
when the company hit low ebb 
while in the throes of a possible 
change of ownership last year, was 
set for this past May. Somehow, as 
in the slack periods which have 
plagued UA throughout its 30-year 
history, films were scraped up out 
of nowhere and stretched out to? 
carry it over the hump. When that | 
crisis was passed, another was set | 
for this fall, when it again appeared | 
there'd be no pictures available for 
release. 

This week, however, UA an- 
nounced a schedule of completed 
or near-completed films that will 
carry it to Nov. 15 and at least 
three more in the editing or shoot- 
ing stage. 

More encouraging to company 
execs, however, are the 10 films in 
the hopper to start shooting within 
the next three or four months. 
There are a lot more films than 
that which have been announced 
by either UA or the producers, but 
the 10 are those for which financing 
has actually been set. Too often in 
the past the distributing company 

(Continued on page 18) : 


MPAA Members Nip 
Ad-Pub Research; 
” Won't Reveal Costs 


Unwillingness of member com- 
panies of the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America to reveal their adver- 
tising-publicity budgets on pictures 
is stymieing a proposed research 
project on ad-pub costs. Project 
was proposed two weeks ago to 
the Eastern Advertising and- Pub- 
licity Directors Committee in New 
York by Robert W. Chambers, 
MPAA research chief. 

Chambers made two proposals. 
One was that each company take 
an average A, B and C classifica- 
tion film and figure out in detail 
all the expenses charged to it for 
advertising and publicity. These 
figures would then be averaged by 
Chambers for all the companies. 
Names of actual pictures would 
not be submitted. 

Second proposal was that each 
company take its pub-ad expendi- 
tures for a year and divide by the 
number of films released. Cham- 
bers would then strike an average 
from this. Results, it was felt? 
would be much less valuable than 
the first proposal, but it might get 
over the unwillingness of most 
companies to disclose figurés. 

Project hangs in midair at the 
moment, with the pub-ad toppers 
slated to let Chambers know later 
whether they'll cooperate. 


Hughes, UA Stalled 














2 More Metros for Hall 


For first time in several years, 
Metro will have a double one-two 
chance soon with its new product 
at the Music Hall, N. Y. Following 
recent playing of “State of Union” 
and “Pirate” in succession, Man- 
ager Gus Eyssell has booked M-G’s 
“Date with Judy” to follow “Em- 
peror Waltz” now playing there. It 
will be followed by Metro’s “Julia 
Misbehaves.” 

Metro last week also set “On an 
Island with You,” Esther Williams- 
Jimmy Durante starrer for Capitol 
preem in N. Y. 


Wall St. ‘Break 





After Par Report 


A Big Surprise 


Sudden sag in the market price 
of Paramount common stock and 
the break in other film stocks on 
the New York exchange following 
last week’s report by Barney Bala- 
ban, Par’s prexy, at the annual 
stockholders’ meet, took company 
toppers by surprise. While the 
Balaban statement was character- 
ized by the financial press as 
gloomy, Paramounters at the meet- 
ing felt that facts and figures cited 
proved nothing else if not that the 
company was in solid shape. Con- 
sequently, the price break is re- 
garded as another indication of 
Wall street’s current distrust for 
film prospects. 

Wall street’s reaction was tagged 
all the more surprising because 
stockholders attending the meeting 
sized up.the report as promising on 
almost all counts. Big point was 
made by the financial section’s 
pundits over the possible shrinkage 
of capital structure if the court or- 
ders some sort of divorcement. 
Paramounters, on the other hand, 
think the shrinkage alone would 
mean a hefty cash return to share- 
holders. 

Shrinkage, it is noted, would take 
either one of two forms. Stock- 
holders would be allotted cash re- 

(Continued on page 20) 


NLRB ELECTION WILL 
DECIDE UA JURISDICTION 


Dispute between two whitecollar- 
ite unions for jurisdiction over 
United Artists homeoffice em- 
ployees will be settled by a-union 
shop election to be held soon under 
National Labor Relations Board 
auspices. Meeting before NLRB 
officer Arthur Younger of company 
execs and reps of the contending 
unions, Local H-63 and Screen 
Office and Professional Employees 
Guild, is slated for early next 
week, when a date for the elections 
may be fixed. 

NLRB officials have been hold- 
ing off on a date for the elections 
for Over a month to await the out- 
come of a precedent-making de- 





On 2-Pic Cancellation 


Negotiations between Howard cision in another industry. Ruling 
Hughes and United Artists have |in the Parker-Kalon case by the 
come to a temporary stall on U. S. district court last week gave 
Hughes’ efforts to get UA to can-| the NLRB the right to order collec- 
cel distribution contracts for two | tive-bargaining elections against 
of his films. Hughes, who recently the petition of a union which failed 
acquired control of RKO, wants toto file non-Communist affidavits 
turn the pix over to that company under the Taft-Hartley act. 
for release. SOPEG, whose contract with UA 

Last talks were held by Hughes | 
and Grad Sears, UA prexy, on the |the affidavits while Local H-63, 
Coast about four weeks ago. There | affiliated with the Inter-National 
have been no negotiations since | Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
then, but they are expected to re- | ployees, has done so. 
sume when the films, which are be-| Negotiations between Local H-63 
ing re-edited, are more nearly and Warner Bros. for a new con- 
ready for. release. Sears is de- | tract, meanwhile, were suspended 
manding a considerable cash sum last week following the departure 
to cancel the contract. 

Pix are “Mad Wednesday,” star- der for London. Union decided to 
ring Harold Lloyd, and produced- hold over further talks until 
directed by | 
‘Vendetta,” produced by Hughes | 


ind directed by Mel Ferrer. turns in about three weeks. 


expired on May 31, has not filed. 


‘of WB vice-prexy Samuel Schnei- | 





OVERALL NUT 


The Paramount economy axe, 
which swung into action in mid- 
1947 following the British tax tiff, 
drastically lopped top-echelon sal- 
aries of contract players, scripters, 
directors and execs on both coasts 
and cut their overall nut by 30°, 
it is now disclosed. In all, econ- 
omies ordered by Par saved the 
company a total of $3,593,449, scal- 
ing paychecks for employees re- 
ceiving $20,000 or more annually, 
reducing the nut to $8,372,031 from 
a 1946 peak of $11,965,480. 

Par’s action is believed to be 
the sharpest, economywise, of any 
of the majors. In the process, some 
51 high-bracket employees were 
pinkslipped. Total of those in ’47 
getting $20,000 or more was 165} 
against 216 the year before. Offi- | 
cer-director salaries held to about | 
the same level, that bracket taking 
$1,199,783 last year against $1,179.- 
000 the year before. 

. Top compensation was copped by 
| Ray Milland, Par’s star, who raked | 
}in $244,166 during 1947. Henry 
Ginsberg, production topper, land- 
ed in place spot with $241,000, 
while Alan Ladd came.in third 
with $211,333. 

Two Bonus-betters 

Only two Paramount officials 

were paid bonuses and profit-shar- 
(Continued on page 21) 


US. Cos. Joining 
Dutch Film Bond 


Following decision of the Mo- 
tion Picture Export Assn. to re- 
store individual company operation 
in the Netherlands, U.S. distribu- 
tors are applying for membership 
in the Bioscoop Bond, Dutch film 
monopoly which controls licensing 
of films to exhibs. With the Neth- 
erlands entirely dependent on U.S. 
product for its theatres, the major 
companies expect the Bioscoop 
Bond to put a minimum of restric- 
tions in their way. 

Present licensing agreement be- 
tween MPEA and Bioscoop Bond 
expires Aug. 31, after which the 
companies will be on their own. 
MPEA will continue to function, 
however, on a modified basis in 
Holland and will handle physical 
distribution for at least five com- 
panies, Metro, Paramount, 20th- 
Fox, RKO and Warner Bros. Other 
|companies will decide whether to 
use MPEA’s distribution facilities 
later. Arnold Childhouse, MPEA 
managing director in Holland, will 
be temporary manager of the new 
service organization. 


Sales Chiefs Push Drive 


For Saranac Hosp Funds 
Sales heads of the eight majors 
or their reps meet Friday (25) 
in the N. Y. office of Robert Mo- 














chrie, RKO’s sdles head, to push | 
along fund-raising plans for the | 


Will Rogers Memorial hospital at 
Saranac Lake, N. Y. Committee 
meets to implement a_ decision 
made several weeks ago to bring 
the film business behind efforts 
to save the hospital. Mochrie is 
chairman of the group. 

‘Sanat -ium will fall into non- 
showbiz hands unless cash is raised 
to meet immediate expenses Each 
company has already pledged | 
$1,000 monthly until November. 

Same committee of sales reps | 
will also discuss policy on the) 
series of shorts currently being | 
turned out by the majors for the 
‘Motion Picture Assn. of America. 
First two briefies have now been 
completed. Allocation of future 
shorts to individual companies for | 
' distribution will be discussed. 


Philly Aid Pledged 

Philadelphia, June 22. 
Representatives of all the ex-'| 
/changes and leading exhibitors | 
|here pledged support of the Will ; 


| Rogers Memorial Hospital, Saranac | 











' 








| Lachman Quits Allied Job 


Edward Lachman, prez of New 
Jersey Allied for the past two 
years, is retiring from the top 
local spot to take on the job of 
steering a new private venture. 
Lachman has notified Allied of his 
decision and a new prexy will be 
chosen at the theatre group’s con- 
vention, July 28-30, in Deal, N. J. 

Lachman, a Jersey exhib, has 
organized Carbons, Inc., with U. 5S. 
distribution rights to the French- 
made carbons for theatr.  pro- 
jectors. 


Wash. Chain Sues 
WB as Outgrowth 








Of Sup. Ct. Verdict 


| Washington, June 22. 


First suit growing out of the re- 
cent Supreme Court decision in 
|the Paramount et al. anti-trust case 
j}was filed in Federal court Thurs- 
‘day (17) by the Kogod-Burka chain 
of indie nabe houses. 

K-B filed against Stanley Co. of 
America, Warner Bros. subsidiary, 
which controls the various Warner 
| theatres in Washington. K-B and 
| Warners operate, on a 50-50 basis, 
the MacArthur, a large neighbor- 
ihood house. Suit would require 
Stanley Co. to relinquish its half at 
|the book value, to K-B. Action is 
based on a portion of the Supreme 
Court decree which held that Big 
Five defendants must divest them- 
selves of theatres held jointly with 
independents, where the independ- 
ent partner himself would be a 
competing exhibitor if there were 
no partnership agreement. 

Oddly enough, reason for the suit 
is not the K-B desire to grab the 
whole theatre, but rather its effort 
to protect itself from a $100,000 
lawsuit, according to its petition. 

Originally K-B started to build 
the MacArthur itself. Then, it 
claims, Kass Realty Co. prepared to 
build another theatre, a few blocks 
away, and lease it to Warners, forc- 

(Continued on page 18) 


LOCAL 306, U AGREE 
ON WALSH AS ARBITER 


Rupture between projectionists’ 
Local 306 and Universal, opera- 
tor of the Park Avenue theatre, 
N.Y., which was shuttered for 
three days last week due to labor 
trouble, has been healed with both 
sides agreeing upon Richard F. 
_ Walsh, International Alliance of 
| Theatrical Stage Employees prexy, 
_as impartial arbitrator. Point at is- 
sue is the company’s proposal to 
‘reduce the number of boothmen at 
eo Park Avenue from seven to 
our. 


| Walsh, currently heading to 
|New York from Fort Worth, where 
'he attended the Texas State Fed- 
eration of Labor convention, is 
slated to hand down his decision 
this weekend. 
306, IATSE affiliate, has been re- 
instated at the Park Avenue pend- 
ing the arbitration. Universal 
execs reopened the house last Sat- 
urday (19) with members of the 
Independent Motion Picture Op- 
erators Union, but met Local 306 
picket lines and threats to pull 
out IA _ projectionists from the 











_ Winter Garden, N.Y., also operated 


by Universal. 

The Park Avenue has been op- 
erating in the red, and U vice- 
prexy John J. O’Connor contends 
that projectionist costs should be 
pared down to the level of com- 
petitive theatres. Secondary ques- 
tions in dispute involve a union de- 
mand for a 15% wage increase 
and control over vacation replace- 
ments. The Park Avenue was the 


Preston Sturges, and Schneider, top man of the com-| Lake, N. Y., at a luncheon meeting Only theatre not included in the 
pany’s negotiating .committee, re-|in the Broadwood hotel, Wednes- | two-year pact concluded between 
|day (15). 


Local 306 and the majors in March. 


Meanwhile, Local | 
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PAR’S AXE SAVES $3,593,449 


Drive-Ins Tussle With Distribs For 
CHIGED BY 30% Same Deals, Playdates Granted Nabes 


Number of new drive-ins spring- 
ing up over the U. S. may result 
in squabbles between distributors 
and drive-in operators that will 
put to shame the most vociferous 
arguments between distribs and 
standard exhibitors in recent years. 

Drive-in exhibs claim distribs are 
demanding the same rentals as they 
get from subsequent-run neighbor- 
hood houses in their territories. 
This is done despite the fact that 
the distribs refuse to grant them 
day-and-date runs with the nabes, 


Distribs, on the other hand, 
claim the drive-ins are demanding 
privileged runs but refuse to pay 
for them. With some 500 outdoor 
theatres now operating, drive-in 
operators, apparently feeling safety 
in numbers, are preparing to force 
the matter to a showdown. 

Drive-in exhibs claim they charge 
nearly the same admission as do 
the nabes, and that if they’re going 
to pay the >same rentals, they 
should enjoy similar runs, Aver- 
age drive-in admission price is now 
about 60c per person. But distribs 
charge that the majority of drive- 
in operators refuse to book films 
on percentage terms where the pix 
might rate such terms, demanding 
flat rentals. 

Sales execs, moreover, say a ma- 
jority of drive-ins don’t yet charge 
for kids. Nabe houses, they point 
out, pay percentage terms on many 
features and, in addition, do charge 
for kids. Hence, drive-in ops have 
no right to demand the same runs 
as the nabes, they aver, adding that 
they won’t get those runs until they 
mend their ways. 


The Boys Are Feudin’ 
Again on Who Does What 
In Pic Public Relations 


How film-industry public rela- 
tions policies are to be applied— 
and who is going to do the apply- 
ing—which started a feud last win- 
ter between the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America and major com- 


pany publicity-advertising direc- 
tors, developed into a three-corner- 
ed setto last week. The new en- 
trant is the Associated Motion Pic- 
ture Advertisers, through its new 
prexy, Max E. Youngstein, pub-ad 
chief of Eagle Lion. He issued a 
blast on industry public relations 
that set both the MPAA flacks and 
public relations subcommittee of 
the pub-ad managers group virtu- 
ally aflame. 

“Proper public relations will, in 
my opinion, never be established,” 
he declared, “by eight executives 
sitting in a room and exchanging 
bromides.” The pub-ad directors 
took the reference to mean them 
and Youngstein was making no ef- 
fort at being subtle this week ‘in 
indicating they may be right. 

A few of the pub-ad chieftains 
applauded the smashing criticism 
of their EL confrere, a couple of 
others were amused by it and the 
rest were well burned. Frothing 
ones were not loathe to state that, 
in their opinion, Youngstein was 
shouting through his derby. 

“The public relations job of the 





‘motion picture industry has been 


one of the worst butchered in his- 
tory,” the AMPA topper began, and 
then went on from there. His dia- 
tribe was delivered as his maiden 


| speech on taking the AMPA office. 


Tenor of his remarks was that 
p. r. have suffered because “the 
industry has not utilized properly 
the brains and talents of the men 
and women who, on a day-to-day 
basis, really make the public re- 
lations of our industry.” His ref- 
erence was to the working press 
agents (many of whom are mem- 
bers of AMPA) of the various film 
companies. Youngstein offered to 
enlist them in the p. r. campaign of 
the Johnston office or exhibitor 
groups “provided their plans make 
sense and coincide with our think- 
ing.” 
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A Bate with Judy 
(SONGS-COLOR) 
Hollywood, June 18. 

Metro release of Joe Pasternak groduc- 
the. Stars Wallace Beery, Jane Powell, 
Blizabeth Taye, Carmen Miranda, Xavier 
Cugat, RKebert Sack; features Sewity 
Beckett, Selena Royle, Leon Amea, Clinton 
Sundberg, George @leveiand. Directed by 
Richard Thorpe. Screenplay, Dorothy 
(veoper, Dorothy Kingsley: based on charac- 
ters created by Aleen Leslie; camera (Teche 
nicolor), Robert Surtees; editor, Marold F. 
Kress; sengs, Jimmy McHagh and Hareld 


Adamson, Don Raye and Gene dePaul, 
Siella Unger and Alec Templeton. Trade- 
eghown in Hollywood, June 17, °48. Run- 


ning time, 113 MENS. 
Melvia Colver Foster 
dudy VYorter....... 


isttsiacus Wallace Beery 
... Jane Powell 


Carul Primgiec .....2.200ss- Klixabeth Taylor 
Rosita Conchellas......... (annen Miranda 
ATURE? CONIEME v.55 on v'0.0.04 20.05 0 20:40 6 eee 
Stephen I. Andrews. .....-Robert Stack 
Ogden “‘Oogie’’ Pringle......scotty Beckett 
Mrs. Foster...............--.Selena Royle 
Lacien T. Pringle..........-.--- icon Ames 
SO. 266d 4 sb-csecae Clinten Sundberg 
Gramyps...... Seladcasersee George Cleveland 
“Pop Sam Scully..........lJoyd Corrigan 


Jerry Hoanter 


Randotph Foster 
Jean McLaren 


Mitzi Heffman 





“A Date With Judy” is loaded 
with youthful zest, making for gay, 
light entertainment. Based on the 
familiar air characters created by 
Aleen Leslie. yarn on film comes 
out as a tinted musical with all the 
factors that make for good box- 
office. There’s a strong word-of- 
mouth potential and excellent cast 
names for the marquee to shove it 
along in all situations. : 

Joe Pasiternak’s production guid- 
ance is showmanly, backing the 
story with lush, but not esten- 
tatious, trappings that provide top- 
notch setting for music and fun. 
Casting is particularly apt, both 
in youthful and character assign- 
ments, and each member delivers 
strongly under skillful direction by 
Richard Thorpe. Latter early es- 
tablishes a goed pace and blends 
the music and comedy together for 


general appeal to all type audi- 


ences. 

. Talented young Jane Powell reg- 
isters appealingly with vecals on 
five numbers and for her comedy 
antics as wheelhorse of plot moti- 
vation. “It’s a Most Unusual Day,” 
by Jimmy McHugh and Harold 
Adamson, is opening number and 
a'so is reprised by Miss Powell for 
finale. Lighter numbers are “I’m 
Strictly On the Corny Side,” by 
Stella Unger and Alec Templeton, 
and “Judaline,” by Don Raye and 
Gene dePaul. “Through the Years” 
and “Love Is Where You Fnd It” 
round out her capable piping 
chores. Carmen Miranda gives her 
customary treatment to “Cooking 
With Glass” and “Quanto ia 
Gusto,” clicking strongly. 

Locale is Santa Barbara, and 
scripters Dorothy Cooper and 
Dorothy Kingsley present a_ ro- 
mantic fable about young love and 
complications that holds interest. 
Plot concerns teen-age love affair 
_between Miss Powell and Scotty 
Beckett which goes sour when the 
gal gets a crush on an older man, 
Robert Stack. It takes on another 
facet when Miss Powell suspects 
her father, Wallace Beery, of a ro- 
mance with Miss Miranda, and the 
pomnnere join forces to balk such 
a folly. ae mee rage eer are neatly 
resolved for finale, but not before 
acting as a for hearty 
laughs that feature footage. 

Beery does an ace job, and with 
little of his customary mugging. as 
the father who's taking rhumba ies- 
sons so he can surprise his wife, 
Selena Royle, Elizabeth Taylor, 
rival for Stack’s affections, makes 
a talented appearance. Her breath- 
taking beauty is complimented by 
the Technicolor iensing. Xavier 
Cugat plays himself neatly and 

ives musical 
da songs. As Miss Powell’s 
juvenile suitor, Scotty Beckett is 
standout. He is versatile on comedy 
and aisc abets Miss Powell on 
“Corny Side.” 
Rating mention for very capable 
are Miss Royle, Leon 
Ames, Clinten Sundberg, George 
Cleveland and Lieyd Corrigan. 

Sturdy entertainment ingredi- 
ents in this one have been given 
expert technical framing. 
Surtees’ photography, the art di- 
rection, musical arrangements, edit- 
ing and other factors make for 
strong backing. Brog. 


The Street With No 
Name 

20th-Fox release ef Same! G. Engel pre- 
duction. Stars Mark Stevens, Richard Wid- 
mark; features Licyd Nolen, Barbara Law- 
rence. Directed by William Keighley. 
Screeaplay, Harry Kieimer; camera, Joe Mec- 
Donald; editer, William Reynolds: music, 
Lienel Newman. Tradeshewn N. ¥., June 
18, ‘48> Running time, 91 WIENS. 


SONG: 0.00.0 <ch.s Urb sethkies o> io Mark Stevens 
Serene BGG. 5 5 akc dae vas Richard Widmark | 
Inspector Briggs............... lLieyd Nolan 
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SON ines. eduawmhhes ¢se4 Joseph Bewney 
SP RR tas peneedecedctdets John Meintire 
J eee sae see Walter Greaza 
Commissioner Demory....... Howard Smith 





A double-barreled gangster film. 
“The Street With No Name” ranks 
at the top of the list of documen- 
tary-type productions which have 
been rolling out of the 20th-Fox lot. 


This pic has a lean, tough surface | 


around a nucleus of ex- 
plosive violence. It should line "em 


backing to the. 


Robert | 


| dence for the police while exposing 


up at the wickets, proving that a 
good yarn can sell without a bat- 
tery of star names. 

“The Street With No Name” is a 
back street cutting across the U.S. 
on whieh the young punks of today 
develop into the bigtime mobsters 
of tomorrow. According to the pre- 
face, this pic is presumably pegged 
on a campaign to combat a current 
crime wave set in motion by a new 
group of teenage woodlums. No 
time at all, however, is spent on 
sermonizing. The film’s only dis- 
cernible objective is to unfold a 
walloping story within 90 minutes 
of calculated brutality. Beneath its 
documentary exterior there lies a 
straight melodrama that harks back 
to the great gangster films of the 
early 1930's. 

Richard Widmark, who twitched 
his way to stardom with his per- 
formance in “Kiss of Death,” is the 
backbone of this film. As the leader 
of a gang of youngsters who oper- 
ate with military science, Widmark 
commands complete interest with 
his interpretation of a psychoticalty 
ruthless character. His looks and 
personality have the latent menace | 
of a loaded automatic. But Wid- | 
mark needs slightly more scope 
than this film provides in order to. 
break out of the conventional con- 
ception of the criminal type. 

in neat contrast to Widmark, 
Mark Stevens plays the role of an 
all-American boy who, as an agent | 
of the FBI, becomes a gang mem- | 
ber. His efforts to collect the evi- | 





himself to the fate of a stoolpigeon 
provide the basis for the plot struc- | 
ture and tension. While this yarn | 
is formula in outline, it’s been | 
dressed with enough clever twists | 
to give it a new look. 
Along a continuous line of fresh | 
details, film includes a crackerjack | 
fight sequence between Stevens and | 
a professional pug, a glimpse into 
the FBI machinery and a slambang 
finale in which the cops and the 
hootilums shoot it out in. an indus- 
trial plant. Realistic backgrounds 
of underworld life also contribute 
ow to the film’s powerful im-| 
pact. 
In a secondary role, Lloyd Nolan, | 
playing the same Inspector Briggs 
of the FBI of “The House on 92nd 
Street,” delivers with his wsual 
competence. Donald Buka and 
Joseph Pevney, as a couple of mur- 
derous hoods, give solid portrayals 
while Barbara Lawrence, as Wid- 
mark’s moli, registers okay in a bit 
part. Down the line, the cast plays | 
with documentary authenticity. 
Herm. | 





Race Street 
(SONGS) 


RKO release of Nat Holt (Dore Schary) 
preduction, Stars Geerge Kaft, William 
Bendix, Marien Maxwell. Directed by Bd- 
win L. Marin. Screenplay, Martin Rackin; 
vongs, Den Raye, trene De Paul, Ray Hen- 


de:rf, Mee Jerome, Ved Koehler; cainere, 
J. Rey Hunt; editer, Samuel EK. Beetley. 
Tradeshown in N. ¥., June 21, ‘48%. Run- 
sing time, 79 MINS. 

| a eee ee eer George Raft 
re ee ere William Bendix 
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“Race Street” is a mild under- 
world meller that will do moder- 
ately good biz on the marquee 
strength of George Raft and Wil- 
liam Bendix. While based on some 
hard-fisted ingredients, the film is 
hasidled too shyly and slowly to be 
clicko. Routine directorial treat- 
ment of a strictly formula story 
also serves to thin the impact. 

Pic’s main drawback lies in the 

. Crammed with obviously 
bogus dialog. the screenplay makes 
up with repetition what it lacks in 
incident. “Race Street” is filled. 
with bookie characters but there’s 
not a single trace of a bangtail to 
enliven the proceedings. Mest of 
the action takes place in hotel 
rooms and around nitery tables in’ 
the form of conversation. Pic, 
moreover, bends so far backwards 
to satisfy the guardians of meoral- 
ity with its respect-for-the-law mes- | 
— that it topples into incredibil- 
ity. 

Localed in San Francisto, yarn 
concerns the efforts of an “honest” 


the killers, spends most of his time 
trying to persuade Raft to cooper- 
ate with the cops and stay out of 
trouble. But Raf 


Romantic angles are injected via 
Marilyn Maxwell, a two-timer who 
holds hands with Raft while being 
linked up to the syndicate chieftain. 
Sequences in a nitery are occasions 
for twe tuneful numbe 








. o 
Miniature Reviews 

“A Date wr. ang — 
(Songs-Celor). Gay, infectious 
comedy with music based on 
radio characters; stout b.o. 

“The Street With Ne Name” 
(20th-Fox). Powerful docu- 
mentary-type film starring 
Richard Widmark and Mark 
Stevens; surefire bo. 

“Race Street” (RKO). George 
Raft, William Bendix in con- 
ventional underworld meller; 
moderate b.o. 

“Mystery in Mexico” (RKO). 
Flip detective melodrama with 
Mexico City background for its 
mayhem. Okay doubite-biller. 

“Man-Eater of Kumaon” 
(U). Sturdy entry for the ex- 
ploitation market. Jungle yarn 
of tiger-hunting with thrills. 

“Canen City” (EL). Semi- 
documentary thriller of recent 
jailbreak at Canon City, Colo.; 
strong to smash biz assured. 








Man-Eater ef Kamzon 
H , June 18. 


Universal release of Monty Shadf-Frank < 
Rosenbecy preduction, Stars Saba, Wenrlell 
Corey, dawmme Page; features Morris Car- 
novsky, Argemtina Branetti, James Moss, 
Ted Heeht. Directed by Byron Haskin. 
Screenpiay, Jeanne Bartlett, Lewis Melizer; 
adaptation, Richard G. Hubler, Alden 





Nash; based on book, “Man-Katers of 
Kumaon,’ by Jim Corbett; cameras, WS il- 
liam ©€. Mello editor, George Arthur; 
music, Hans J. Saher. Tradeshown in 
Hollywood, June 3, ‘48, Runnimg time, 
{78 MINS, 
| WetMI 6c tec ccd oqearseh seuss senes .. Sabo 
i De, John GCallinaivicsccess ss Wendell Coney 
| Lali.. POO Oe 
LdGjanga Bail...ca<ccace::.! Morris Carnovsky 
A... oc skoo) eendeesene’s Argentina Brunetté 
| Panwa aoe. .-.+.-Jumes Mons 
| Native Decdur......0. . ..Ted Thecht 
| Bearer. Jehn Manstield 
{Ox-Cart Driver... .... Kiddie Das 
{Panweh's Mather.......Charies Wagenheun 
| | Err ee . Eistelle Dodge 
| Mermeems: lal Chand Metra, Phirewe Nazir, 
Virginia Wave 
Villagers: Framk Lardéctteen, Jerry Riggio 
Neyle Morrow, Ralph Moody, Alan Pos- 
Tr. 


Nifty exploitation values give 
“Man-Eater of Kumaon” good box- 
office prospects. The market 
hasn't had a jungle film with bally- 


Richards. Plot winds up with a, nee possibilities in some time, and 


slugfest in which Raft and Bendix, 
working together at last, send the 
mob to the cleaners. While deliver- 
ing his final punch, Raft is fatally 
plugged. But the rest of his bookie 
pals can now ply their trades in 


Raft delivers another perform- 
ance that will appeal to his fams. 
As a friendly cop, Bendix registers 
effectively for as long as his lines 


| don’t force him to be cute. ‘Miss 


Maxwell handles the heavy role in 
competent fashion, while Frank 
Faylen, as the syndicate boss, is 


|eut to a pattern. Rest of the cast 


handle themselves competently. 
General preduction values are 
topflight with rich settings, expert 
lensing and smeoth editing weigh- 
ing heavily on the credit -* 
erm. 


Mystery in Mexico 
Hellywood, June 22. 


RKO release ef Sid Ragell productien. 
Features Willism lLundigan, Jacqueline 


| White, Riearde Oertez, Temy Barrett, Jac- 


queline Dialya, Walter Reed. Directed by 
Robert Wise. Sereenplay, Lawrence Kim- 


ble; story, Muriel Roy Boltow: calmera, Jack 


Draper; editor, Samuel E. Beetley: music, 
Paul Sawtell, Tradeshown June 22, ‘48. 
Running thee, 65 ALNS, 

nce TET William Lundigan 
WWD s 6.45. 0.0000 6 66 S5bi0 6 6 00 Facquellne White 
POOPCIONGS 006.00 sBaucdh oss Ricamdése Cortez 
CORIDOS. 0.0 00000 ghw sees c0ete sen Teny Barrett 
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GRRE. . cco endqunce cecce seuss Watter Heed 
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| Pancho's PUteR, cacsense sf Antonio Mrauste 


Pancho’s Mother........ Dolores Camerille 
Oommindant Horigwez....Hduardo Casede 
PINS 0 kU enbadbnkedebieone Thalia Draper 


“Mystery in Mexico” is okay 
program material. It’s a story of 
stolen jewels, insurance detectives 

mayhem filmed in Mexico 
City, the background locale. The 
treatment is a bit too flip at times, 
but good menace helps balance, 
and release intentions are fulfilled. 

William Lundigan, insurance in- 
vestigator, is sent to Mexico City 
when an operator disappears there 
after having worked on a stolen 
jewel case. Enroute via air he 
makes the acquaintance of Jac- 





queline White, the operator's sis- 


ter. t pursuit of the 
charmer is permitted to get a bit 
sticky but keeps the principals to- 
gether, both en the same mission. 


he undergoes some solid 
punching before windup clears the 
heroine’s brother and brings the 
villains to justice. Story gets a 
scenic lift from locale, and meller 
elements are made stronger 
played against some of the rawer 
sections of Mexico City. 

Robert Wise’s direction has 
given the piece a good pace and 
develops sufficient thrills to main- 
tain casual mterest in the script. 
Sid Rogell’s production, with 
seph Noriega associate, is fit- 
ted to all a = § demands. Jack 
Draper contributes good photog- 
raphy. 

Landigan and Miss White make 
a good team, and femme also pipes 
a song chorus in Latin nitery. Ri- 
cardo Cortez is the suave heavy 
with endless henchmen. Teny Bar- 
rett contributes good characteriza- 
tion as a Mexican taxidriver on 
Cortez’ payroll. Jacqueline Dalya 
and Walter Reed are capable. In- 
teresting performances come from 
native performers, including young 
Jaime Jimenez, Antonio Frausto, 
Dolores Camerillo and Eduardo 
Casado. Brog. 


Pic Clears Customs 
“Diable au Corps.” a prize-win- 
ning French-made film starring 
Micheline Presies, may yet be re- 
leased in the U. S. Picture has 
hurdled the Customs authorities, 
pear originally voiced objections 
At present “Diable” is being re- 
vised for early submission to the 





| this one is grooved for neat results 
if given showmantly handling. Pic- 
ture has names of Sabu and Wen- 
dell Corey to help on the mar- 
quees and aid selling angles. 

Production is a blend of authen- 
tic and studio-filmed footage, and 
plot deals with reformation of a 
society doctor while on a tiger- 
hunt in India. Although pace is 
leisurely, there are plenty of chills 
and thrills as the medico tracks 
down a man-eating tiger which is 
ravishing a native village at the 
foot of the Himalayas. 

Film is rather loosely based on 
Jim Corbett’s best seller of the 
same title, but scripters Jeanne 
| Bartlett and Lewis Meltzer have 
given adaptation am okey basis 
upon which to string ballyhoo 
values. 

Cast does an uniformly good job 
of projecting the native and 
straight characters under Byron 
Haskin’s direction. Sabu and 
Joanne Page team effectively as a 
young native couple, and Wendell 
Corey is acceptable as the doctor 
who gets a rew viewpoint on life 
through association with the vil- 
lagers. Morris Carnovsky, village 
leader; James Moss, moppet or- 
the tiger; Argentina 


light demands on talent. 
William C. Meller’s studio feot- | 


shots taken in India under direc- | 
tion of Bob Tansey. Score, editing | 
and other technical aids measure 
/up in helping to make this salable 
| for the exploitation market. Brog. 





Caner City 
ugh Lien release of Bryan Foy produc- 
tion (associate prodocer, Robert T. Kae). 
Directed ty Crane Wiltur. Screemplay, 
«(vane Wilbur; camera, John Alton; editer, 


Louis H. Sackin; special camera effects, 
Gempwe T. Teague. Tradeshown in N. Y., 
June 18, ‘48. Founning time, #2 MANS, 
FPO TOOT eer? | me 
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Eagle Lion has come up with a 
winner in “Canon City.” It’s the 
story of the actual jailbreak at 


in which 12 prisoners 
either were recaptured or slain. 
Picture has strong exploitation pes- 
sibilities. 

Starting as a routine recital of 
Canon City and its widely-known 
pen, plot gradually focuses on an 
apparently innocent-looking. hard- 
working inmate. Then it's di- 
vulged he’s making crude revolv-| 
ers in his spare moments ‘and 
gradually banding together 11 
other conspirators for a break. 
Camera and stery follow minute 
preparations for the break and 
then trails the 12 jailbirds as they 
attempt to gain their freedom. 
i either their death or recap- 

Seott Brady looks like a comer 
on the basis of his performance as 
one of the prisoners. Jeff Corey 
is excellent as one of the chief 
conspirators. Ray Bennett makes 
an unusually fine ringleader, as a 
longtimer who conceives the break. 

Roy Best, real-life warden at 
Canon City, is a natural in the 
| warden role although not called on 
for much histrienics. Ralph Byrd, 
Mabel Paige, Eve Marsh and sev- 
eral others round out an unusually 
——, well-picked cast. 


35 'Canon City, Colo., last December, 
escaped i 


the essential production values al- 
though most of the actual settings 
are in the Canon City pen itself. 
John Alton contributed sparkling 
lensing, and Louis H. Sackia's edit- | 
r. Wear. 





‘TL continued trom pace 2 










Stock Prometion 


Contiumed from page 2 ——' 
Cochran, Marshall Thompson, Vic. 
tor Mature, Glenn Ford, Lon Me. 
Allister, Mark Stevens, Max Baer, 
Keenan Wyna, i Maxie 
Rosenbloom, Johnny Weismuller 
Ray Currier, Steve Crane, Henry 
Fonda, Bob Stack, Tom Drake, 
Brian Donlevy, Guy Madison, Ster- 
ling Hayden, Burt. Lancaster, ete, 

The windup would be in New 
York. There the driver would be 
/Orson Welles. He. would be ae- 
' companied by Errol Flynn and the 
others. 

So far as SEC is concerned, this 
was all in the mind—Elliott’s mind. 
Commission charges as a point of 
|misrepresentation that “‘ceriain 
| well known persons in public life 
and in the entertainment world” 
would participate in the silver 
truck trip. SEC does not know 
whether any actors made commit- 
ments, so is not too specific on 
that point. 

Highlight ef the truck junket 
map is primted description of the 
propesed arrival in New York: 

“Upon arrival in New York City, 
the American Silver truck, accom- 
panied by 20 film stars and es- 
corted by motorcycle officers 
through the city, preceeds to Wall 
street and dumps its load of 10 
ions of silver ore on the sidewalk 
in front ef 1 Wall street. Four 
guards, carrying 30-30 rifles, will 
' guard the pile of silver while it 
remains on the sidewalk. After 
the newspaper and magazine 
photographers have all the pic- 
tures they want of the pile of sil- 
ver, film stars and American Sil- 
ver truck, the silver ore will be 
shoveled back into the truck and 
will be driven onto the floor of 
the main ballroom of the Waldorf- 
Astoria hotel, where the stock- 
holders meeting will be held the 
same evening. 

“At this meeting over 200 film 
stars, stage and radio celebrities 
who own stock in American Silver 
Corp., will be present. All Wall 
street brekers who own American 
Silver steck will also be present. 

“The proceedings of the meet- 
ing, with the celebrities partici- 












age is blended neatly with jungle | nating, will be broadcast over a 


national hookup.” 


a 











Newsreel Record | 
processed for the Par TV in that 
city, and a third is flown to the 
Coast for use in Par’s tele station 


Mm As.-% 
Ted Jenock, of New York, is 





‘acting as editor of the big Par 


‘team, with Bob Denton of the 
Washington office handling con- 
tacts with the biggies of the Gov- 
ernment. 

Cutest trick is a big yellow green 
Helicopter used by Paramount to 
fly the undeveloped negatives to 
New York. It has copped plenty 
of publicity for the company. _ 
- Other reels are getting their 
stuff up to N. Y. less spectacularly 
by train, but smoothly. They are 
using motoreycle messengers 1t0 
rush the footage to trains. 

Tony Muto, Fox - Movietone’s 
Washington chief, heads a big 
crew for his company. It is possi- 
ble that by tomerrow (Wednesday) 
and Thursday, the Movietone staff 
will approach 20 men, since the 
company is also making stuff for 
the NBC television reels. Muto has 


operating here. 

Warner-Pathe has half a dozen 
sound and Eymo cameras in town. 
Jack Levien, of New York, is 
acting as city editor, and George 
Dorsey, Washington, rep, is han- 
dling comtacts. He also operates 
an Eymo in a pinch. 

Universal has one sound and 
four silent crews under Jimmy 
Lyons. News-of-the-Day has three 
sound and two silent crews under 
Gene Boyd, who is handling con- 
tacts, while Charles Mack works 
with the jensers, ' 

In addition te the Big Five. 
March of Time is on hand with a 
crew of six, plus Allan Dibble, of 
the Washington office, -deing con- 
tact work. No special stunts have 
been set up but they are shooting 
what comes along. 

Last of the newsreel crews is 
All-American, which specialized in 
shots of Negro activities. Its crew 
here is under Max Glucksman, 
head of All-American.. 

Altegether about 80 newsreel- 
> including soundmen, are 0D 

k. 


One interesting is that 
soundtracks for stuff shot inside 
Convention Hall are being made 
by NBC for the newsreel men. : 








ee. 
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EXHIBS BOW T0 CLEARANCE CUTS . 


Remember Talking Pix as Fad”? CIP. PORT FAICT New Exhib Beefs Expected as WPIX 
An interesting aspect of the replies by theatremen to VARIETY oH HR ¢ NCW VIEW Buys TV Rights to 38 More 0] d Pix 


on their opinion of the effect television will have on the b.o. is that 
,% 
vv 











the new giant baby of show business has no chance of being fluffed | 
off as a “fad,” as were talking pictures. (See story om page 1.) Asa_ | 
matter of fact, in his determination that this shall not be the case 
and that video should be taken seriously, Trueman H. Rembuseh, 
president of Associated Theatre Owners of Indiana, in a report to 
his members on TV, went to the trouble of quotimg 1928 opinions 
of leading industry execs on the future of sound pix. 

Some of Rembusch’s “don’t-be-trapped-the-same-way-on-video” 
quotes follow: 

Major company president—“Talking pictures will be restricted to 





Running argument between ex- 
hibitors and film producers over 
the sale of feature films for tele- 
vision was expected to erupt again 
this week, following disclosure 
that WPIX, N. Y¥. Daily News tele 
outlet, had bought one-year video 
rights to 38 old features, most of 


Theatre circuits’ attitude—both 
affiliate amd independent — on 
clearances has done an about-face 
since the U. S. Supreme Court's : 
decision in the Government anti-| Morning After Fight 
trust ease. As a result, major com-| Following the speedup pattern 
panies now launching a wholesale | established in film coverage of 


Louis-Walcott Pix 


certain types of productions, rather than to make all pictures talk. 
The silent picture technique is toe well established and its popu- 
larity too widespread te permit a variation of its form.” 

Head of a great theatre circuit—“The advantage of the silent 
picture in its swift action, its pantomime and its photographit 
beauty, combined with proper musical setting amd augmented in 
climaxes with spoken dialog, would seem to be the form of the out- 
standing picture success of the coming year.” 


downward revision of clearances 
foliowing the high court’s ruling 
are meeting. no squawks from the 
circuit operators, distrib chiefs re- 
port. The change in exhib stance 
is widely attributed to the fact 
that “they see the handwriting on 
the wall.” 





|previous fights, RKO-Pathe expects 


to have prints of pictures on the 
Louis-Walecott fight tonight (Wed. 
en route te RKO exchanges and 
theatres throughout the country by 
tomorrow (Thurs.) morning. Be- 
cause of the intense public inter- 
est in the bout, RKO shorts sales 





them originally released by United 
Artists. Pact follows the deal re- 
cently concluded by WPIX with 
Sir Alexander Korda, through 
which the TV outlet obtained ex- 
clusive U. S. tele rights to 24 
Korda oldies. 


New features were bought from 


The far-sweeping shift in time- | Manager Harry Michalson expects | Regal Television Pictures Corp., 
lag between playdates currently | the demand for prints will exceed |New York indie distrib firm which 
under way is expected to speed | the record 1.200 on the previous | conteeee tele rights to them. Ac- 
playoffs of pix by some nine Louis-Walcott fight. | cording to Regal treasurer Leo 
months. Time-honored concept that; Outfit will cover the event at | Seligman, the pact with WPIX 
a film requires 18 months before | Yankee Stadium, N.Y., with a staff |Shouldn’t cause any trouble with 
complete liquidation is heading for | of more than 25, ineluding six 'exhibs since most of the features 
the junk heap. Henceforth, films | cameramen, working under the su- | have already played off completely 


A studio chief—‘A passing fad. The talkies might be all very 
well for the moment, but the traditional silence of the silent drama 
will never die. When the public has had time to become fed up 
with this mechanical novelty, it will rally back to the old standards 
of subtitles and speechlessness.”’ 

A well-known producer-director—‘Speech will be used by those 
directors who do not understand the capacities of the moving pic- 
tures, whereas those who do will extend their mastery over their 





waar 


own instrument instead of calling im am alien element.” 
Another producer-director—Sound pictures, that is, with dialog 
that runs continuously, will do away entirely with the art of motion 


pictures.” 


Thomas A. Edison—‘T don’t thimk the talking picture will ever 
be successful in the United States.” 








Coyne Needing Exhibitor Survey 
On Effect of Video on Theatres 


Robert Coyne, retiring exee ‘di- 
rector of Theatre Owners of Amer- 
ica, is out to needle exhibs into a 
long-delayed facing of the tele- 


vision problem. Following a state- | 
week that theatre op- 
erators are threatened with a min-| 


ment last 
imum loss of 30% in boxoffice rev- 
enues, Coyne, this week, kicked off 
on a national survey of what ef- 
fect video has had so far on thea- 
tre income. 

TOA-er is seeking a cross-sec- 
tional probe into the theatre going 
habits of television set owners in 
a dozen or so large cities through- 
out the country. Coyne has com- 
municated with eight or nine ex- 
hibs in various cities and asked 
them to push local surveys. Their 
response has been favorable to 
date. 


In each city, 200-300 representa- | 


tive set owners will be quizzed by 
an exhib. Questions will be direct- 
ed mainly at the film habits of 
the family before and after ac- 
quiring a video receiver. Addition- 
ally, exhib is to learn what type 
of programs on tele are the favor- 
ites among those polled. Once the 
data is collected, Coyne feels the 
industry will have some idea, for 
the first time, as to how deeply 
tele is cutting into pictures. 

Tentative checkups with various 
telephone systems indicate that the 
utility could handle tele programs 
on their regular telephone cables. 
In short, it’s probable that a tele- 
phone hookup could supply several 
hundreds of theatres in a city with 
a program fed from the television 
station. Exhibs, banding together 
for a program, would be able to 
outbid any outside sponsor or com- 
petitor, it is thought. 


Debunks ‘False Ideas’ 
Asbury Park, June 22. 

Not only is television the No. 1 
scare of the exhibitor today but 
the two theories behind which ex- 
hibs are now hiding are false ones. 
Robert Coyne, retiring executive 
director of the Theatre Owners of 
America, told the TOA New Jersey 
chapter at its first annual meeting 
last Thursday (17) here at the 
Berkeley-Carteret hotel. Coyne 
then proceeded to take apart these 
theories, one being that picture 
theatres were safe from TV 





gregate, 
would never be able to pay for 
$1,000,000 film productions. 
Herman Levy, TOA general 
counsel, was not so sure that TV 
was such a vast threat to film the- 
atres now or in the immediate fu- 
ture. While admitting that TV al- 
ready was doing considerable da™m- 
age to exhibition, he was not cei- 
"(Continued on page 16) 








in- | 
roads because people like to con- | 
and the other that TV | 


| can develop its own stars, who can 





20th, U Acquire 





Preferred Stock 


Furthering a policy of stream- | 
lining capital structure, two major | 
companies continued to acquire } 
their own preferred stock during | 
the month of May. 

Some 4,800 shares of $1.50 cumu- 
lative preferred stock were bought 
by 20th-Fox in the 31-day period. 
Universal picked up 190 outstand- 
ing shares of the company’s 4'4°% 
cumulative preferred. U now holds 
1,180 shares of its preferred stock 
and 20th, 11,600 shares. Ultimate 
retirement of stock bracketed in 
these classifications is planned by 
both majors. ~ 


Let Pix and TV 
Be Buddies, Sez 








Pars Balaban 


Film industry, 
ning television, should welcome it 
as a new adjunct to the business. 
That’s the opinion implied by 
Paramount prexy Barney Balaban 
in a statement at the Par stock- 
holders’ meet last week at the 
homeoffice. 

Discussing Par’s role in tele | 
generally, Balaban brought forth a 
new point of interest for the film 


instead of shun- | 





industry. Video, he declared, will 
help develop film stars, and at very | 
little cost to the film studios. With 
the amount of live studio program- | 
ming that will be done by TV net-_ 
works and the local stations, tele | 
will open a vast new field to tyro 
actors, who will be able to be 
seen by millions of viewers 
througheut the country. Conse- 
quently, Balaban pointed out, 
“each television show will serve 
as a screen test” for that talent. 
In line with that, the Par prez 
pointed out, radio did its part in | 
developing many new stars for the | 
film industry. Bing Crosby, Par’s | 
top breadwinner, came to films | 
after having first gained national | 
prominence as a radio star. In 
the same way, he declared, tele 


in turn be brought into the film 
industry with a ready-made audi- 
ence. Tele will be even more 
valuable in that respect than was 
radio, it's believed, because its vis- 
ual qualities make it more akin to | 
films. 





/next year. 


travel shorts have been neglected time to Aug. 1, 1949. Both Warners 
by most exhibitors, who use them 


will play off in nine months to 


one year. That's expected to lead | 


ultimately to a revision of amorti- 
zation tables by all distribs. 


Universal, apparently, is leading 


the drive. Almost every situation | 
i 


WB Negotiating 


throughout the country is now be- 
ing cut by U's sales dept. Sales- 
men and branch managers have 
been ordered to reopen clearances 
wherever they appear longer than 
necessary. Other companies are 
also engaged in clearance-chopping 
on a somewhat lesser scale. 

U has set a standard which now 
limits any first-run clearance to 30 
days. No subsequent run in excess 
of 14 days will be permitted to 
stand. Company toppers have taken 


that position on the ground that | 


the Supreme Court decision has 
placed the burden of reasonable- 


(Continued on page 20) 


Minn. Indies Balk On 
M-G’s Invite to Huddle 
Over Earlier Clearance 


Minneapolis, June 22. 

This territory’s independent ex- 
hibitors are turning thumbs down 
on the invitation of Metro branch 
officers here to bid completely for 
their product for exclusive showing 
or earlier clearance over each 
other in a particular area. It is the 
first time such an invite has been 
extended to neighborhood exhibs 
here. 

First invitation went to W. R. 
Frank and Paul Mans, owners of 
houses in the same local zone. Both 
turned it down. Frank, who has 
been demanding earlier clearance 
for the theatre in question but 
without higher costs for product, 
branded the invitation “vicious” 
and said that acceptance would be 
“suicidal” because it would raise 
film rentals when they should be 
lowered. 


Bennie Berger, North Central 
Allied prexy, also demanding more 





equitable clearance, calls the bids | 


a “scheme to boost film rentals,” 
and is urging indies to have no 
part of it. 


FITZPATRICK SHIFTING 
TO VIDEO-PIX PROD. 


Travelog producer James A. 





vision production exclusively early 
The producer feels 


chiefly as fillers. 
FitzPatrick is considering turning 


‘out 52 shorts a year over a five- 


year period for tele under a deal 
now being discussed. He retains 


|tele rights to some 70 black-and- 


white shorts, and these would be 
in the nature of a time cushion to 


enable him to get rolling on fresh 


films. 





Other television news on 
pages 24-25. 











| Warners is guaranteeing payment 


, FitzPatrick, who has developed ‘of the loans. 
|some 200 shorts to Metro over an | 
| 18-year period, will shift to tele- | Warners, Mrs. Thackrey, KMTR 
fand the bank provides for sums 
| 


pervision of producer Jay Bona- 
field. As soon as each roll of film 
is taken out of the cameras, it will 
be rushed by special messenger to 
the Pathe lab for immediate pro- 
cessing. 





To Supply ABC 


Los Angeles, June 22. 

The raps surrounding Warner 
Bros. activities in the television 
field were lifted somewhat here 
when it was learned that the com- 
pany is currently negotiating with 
ABC to supply the network with 
its newsreel for video purposes. 
Deal, if consummated, would, re- 
portedly include meeting ABC’s 
film program requirements down 
the line for television. 


ABC wants to tie up with a film 
company so that the pressing prob- 
lem of picture programming is 
filled. The outfit has been also 
dickering with Universal. 


While all major newsreel com- 
panies, except the Metro-affiliated 
News of the Day, are actively on 
the hunt for network association 
as a way of breaking into televi- 
sions, only 20th-Fox’s Movietone 
news has so far closed a pact. 20th 
is now in the second 13 weeks of 
a 26-week contract with NBC. 


Paramount is anxious for a tieup 
but can’t get the price it’s asking. 


WB Grants $600,000 
Credit to KMTR Co. 
Pending FCC Buy OK 


Warner Bros. has gone on the 
nut for $600,000 in credit extensions 
granted to KMTR Radio Corp., 
Dorothy S. Thackrey’s Palo Alto 
(Cal.) radio and television sta- 
tions outlet which Warners has 
closed for subject to FCC approval. 
Deal engineered by WB with The 
New York Trust Co. would finance 
KMTR in certain construction 
costs and expenses. In return, 








Four-cornered pact made among 


not exceeding $600,000 at any 


,and Mrs. Thackrey are guarantors. 


Notes are due on demand on cer- 
tain conditions, among which are 


‘consummation of the purchase by 
| WB or Mrs. Thackrey's failure to 


sell her stock before May 1, 1949. 
Sale of stock to any other party 
besides Warners would also give 


j the bank the right to call in the 


loan. 

Otherwise, loan falls due in three 
instalments on Nov. 1, 1949, May 
1, 1950. and Nov. 1, 1950. Interest 
rate is fixed at 4°. Warners pays 
commitment fee of 42° besides 





guaranteeing the advances. 


With Tele Reels 


in theatres. Station’s contract runs 
a full year, he poirted out, so that 
any of the pix that might still be 
playing in reissue houses will prob- 
ably not be released to WPIX until 
the end of the list. 


Package also ineludes 44 UA 
shorts. Features on the list for 
WPIX showings include, among 
others, “Captain Caution,” “The 
Housekeeper’s Daughter,” “There 
Goes My Heart,” “A Chump at Ox- 
ford” (Laurel and Hardy), “Of 
Mice and Men” and “Jimmy Steps 
Out.” Latter two have already 
a transmitted by the video sta- 

on. 


Unlike the Korda deal, WPIX 
has rights to run the UA films only 
once each on its own. station. It 
bought nationwide rights to the 
Korda oldies for a reported $130,- 
000 and then booked them to other 
tele outlets in 15 different cities, 
reportedly turning a neat profit 
on the deal. 


$1,000,000 for Each Of 
3 Tele Stations Believed 
Projected by 20th-Fox 


Indicating that erection and op- 
eration of television stations by 
film companies will siphon off sub- 
stantial amounts of cash assets, 
20th-Fox is apparently grooving a 
minimum of $1,000,000 for each of 
its three or more projected video 
outlets. Film concern has incor- 
porated a new subsid, Twentieth 
Century-Fox of Washington, Inc., 
intended to operate a Seattle sta- 
tion, with a total capitalization of 
$1,000,000. It follows an identical 
planned outlay for another subsid 
formed to handle a San Francisco 
station. 


In both instances, further devel- 
opment of the subsids depends on 
the granting of licenses to 20th by 
the FCC. It also has plans to set 
up another subordinate unit for 
application of a tele license in 
Kansas City. 


Corporate structure of Twentieth 
Century-Fox of Washington pro- 
vides for issuance of 10,000 shares 
at $100 par value. Both 20th and 
its subsid, National Theatres, have 
chipped in $25,000 apiece for 250 
shares each. The duo are part- 
nered in the venture with Ever- 
green State Amus. Corp., circuit 
with majority control held by NT. 


Evergreen has subscfibed for ° 
$50,000 to match the 20th-NT_ con- 
tribution. It has received 500 
shares in return. The three com- 
panies have also subscribed for 
the 9,000 shares still held in the 
treasury. Evergreen would pay 
$450,000; 20th and NT, $225,000 
each... } 

Additional stock must be ac- 
quired, under terms of incorpora- 
tion, within two vears as designated 
by the new company’s board of di- 
rectors. All coin must be used for 
erection and operation of a Seattle 
station. 

Completion of the deal would 
give 20th and subsids a 76.79% 
majority interest in the tele sta- 
tion. Balance would represent 
proportion held by outside stock- 








holders in Evergreen. 
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NATURE BOY DOES IT AGAIN! 


More big news from lightning Leo! 
While the entire industry is still raving 
about the trade shows of Irving Berlin’s 
““Easter Parade” along comes another 
big M-G-M Technicolor Musical hit! 
“A Date With Judy” had its first Trade 
Show last week in a New York neigh- 
borhood theatre. It was sensational. 
See for yourself at the Theatre-Trade- 
Show in your territory why this picture 
is predicted to be one of the greatest 
fan attractions of the year. 






































He’s so full of Vitamin M-G-M! His box- 
office appeal is drawing millions of ro- 
mantic people to “Homecoming,” Frank 
Capra’s “State of the Union,” ‘The Pirate” 
(Technicolor), “Summer Holiday” (Techni- 
color) and soon three more big Technicolor 
shows, Irving Berlin’s “Easter Parade,” “A 


Date With Judy,” “On An Island With You” M-G-M presents "A DATE WITH JUDY’ starring WALLACE BEERY, JANE POWELL, ELIZABETH 
ee SAYER, CARMEN MIRANDA, XAVIER CUGAT and his Orchestra, ROBERT STACK « Color 
and plenty more all through the summer. by TECHNICOLOR * Screen Play by Dorothy Cooper and Dorothy Kingsley + Based on the Charac- 


ters Created by Aleen Leslie + Directed by RICHARD THORPE « Produced by JOE PASTERNAK. 








~ 
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PICTURE GROSSES 9 





Chi H.0.’s Okay, New Pix Dull: ‘Sons’ 


Fair $19,000, Dunne’-O’Brien 126, 


Chicago, June 22. 
Big gross take this week is / 
limited to two holdovers. Four | 
new films plus reissues are not | 
too bright at the wickets. How- 
ever, reissue of the “Crusades,” at 
the United Artists surprised with 
fine $19,000. “All My Sons” at 
the Palace might do fair $19,000. 
“Fighting Father Dunne” at the 
Grand looks okay $12,000. Dual 
bill of “Will It Happen Again” and 
“Argyle Secrets” at Garrick seems 
light at $7,500. | 

In light of downward Loop take. | 
biz done by “Homecoming” aided | 
by Louis Jordan band onstage, | 
now in fourth week at Oriental is | 
amazing, $40,000 being in view for | 
final stint. ‘Arch of Triumph” at | 
Woods shapes excellent $20,000 for 
second frame. Other holdovers are 
way below par. 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Tetal Gress 
This Week $527,000 
tBased on 16 theatres) 
Last Year $621,500 
(Based on 18 theatres) 








“On Way’ Merry 


$22,000 in Hub 


Boston, June 22. 
With the exception of the Gable- 


“Pirate” at’ Chicago might do | Turner opus. “Homecoming” at the 


fair $25,000 and “Winter Meeting” 
with Henny Youngman and Rose 
Murphy at the State-Lake should 
hit about $26,000. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,400; 98\—‘*‘Anna 
Karenina” 


(20th) (2d wk). Light 
$8 000. Last week, $9,500. 

Chicago ‘(B&K) (3,900; 98) — | 
“Pirate” (M-G) (2d wki. Fair | 
$23,000. Last week, $32,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 67-98)— | 
“Fighting Father Dunne” (RKO) 


aided by Pat O’Brien personal. 
Okay $12,000. Last week, ‘“Inter- | 
mezzo” (UA) (reissue), $10,000. | 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 37-98)— | 
“Will It Happen Again?” (FC) and | 
“Argvle Seerets’ (FC). Lean 
$7,500. Last week, “Old Los An- | 
geles” (Rep) and “Inside Story” | 
(Rep), $8,300. 

Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 70-98)— | 
“Search” (M-G) (4th wk). N.S. G. 
$4.500. Last week, $7,500. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 98)— 
“flomecoming’” (M-G) plus Louis | 
Jordan oreh onstage (4th wk). | 
Sock $40,000. Last week, $46,000. | 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 98)—‘All | 
My Sons” (U). Fair $19,000. Last | 
week, “Letter from an Unknown | 
Woman” (U) plus Zale-Graziano 
fight pix, $16,000. | 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 98)— 
“Scudda Hoo!” (20th) (2d wk). | 
Thin $9,000. Last week, $12,000. | 

State - Lake (B&K) (2,700; 98)— | 
“Winter Meeting” (WB) with Rose | 
Murphy and Henny Youngman | 
heading vaude (2d wk). Fair $24.- | 
000. Last week, solid $32,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 98) | 
—‘Crusades” (Par) (reissue). Fine | 
$19,000. Last week, “Bride Goes | 
Wild” (M-G) (2d wk), trim $12,500. | 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— | 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA) (2d wk). 
Excellent $20,000. First week was 
$26.000. 

World (Indie) (587; 77)— 
“Father's House” (Indie) (4th wk). 
Bright $3,000. Last week, $3,500. 


Big K.C. Rain Ups B.0.; 
‘Pirate’ $17,000, ‘Noose’ 
1236, ‘Tarzan’ $12,000 


Kansas City, June 22. 











Long awaited rain came last 
Thursday, opening day for several 
houses, and on following days biz | 
picked up noticeably. Tep trade is | 
going to “Pirate” at Midland and | 
“Give My Regards te Broadway” at | 
Tower - Uptown - Fairway combo. j 
Both look sturdy. Biz definitely is | 
over average in for “Noose Hangs | 
High” at Paramount and “Tarzan | 
and Mermaids” at Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45-_ 
65'\—"Tobacco Road” (20th) and! 
“Grapes of Wrath” (20th) (reissues). 


Average $3,000. Last week, “Pud- | 900 


din’ Head” (Rep) and “Arkansas 
Judge” (Rep) (reissues), $3,500. 

Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Pirate” (M-G) and “Blondie’s Re- 
ward” (Col). Hefty $17,000. Last 
week “Lady Shanghai” (Col) and 
“Best Man Wins” (Col), $14,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Tarzan Mermaids” (RKO) and “So 
Well Remembered” (RKO). Fancy 
$12,000. Last week, “Fighting 69th 
(WB) and “Valley of Giants” (WB) 
(reissues), $10,000. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Noose Hangs High” (EL). First 
time for Abbott-Costello team in 
this house. Stout $12,500. Last 
week, “Big Clock” (Par) $13,000. 

Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
“Wouldn't +e —, Lo 
and “French Leave” (Mono). Aver- 
age $3,500. Last week, “Enchanted 
Valley’ (EL) and “Man from 
Texas” (EL), same. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest! (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65) 
_“Give Regards to Broadway 
(20th). Fine $17,000. Last week, 





“Furnace Creek” (20th), slow | 


$11,000. 


State and Orpheum on _ second 
week. Hub biz is on mild side. On 
Merry Way” is top newcomer. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Astor (Jaysecks) (1,306; 40-86)— 
“The Search” ¢(M-G) (2d wk). Solid 
$8,000. Last week, strong $9,600. 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-80)— 
“River Lady” (U) and “Whispering 
City” (EL). Okay $18,000. Last 
week, “Fort Apache” (RKO) and 


“Blonde Tee” (FC) (4th wk),. fair 
$12,000. 
Exeter (Indie) (1,000; 45-75)}— 


“State of the Union” (M-G). Neat 
$5,000. Last week, “Fanny” (Indie), 


fair $3,000. 
Fenway ‘MP) (1,373: 40-80)— 


|“Flowing Geld” (WB) and “God's 


Country and Woman” (WB) (reis- 
sues). Mild $6,000. Last week, 
“Silver River” (WB) and “Lead 
Soldiers” (20th), $4,800. 

Memerial (RKO) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“Give Regards to Broadway” (20th). 
Opened today (Tues). Last week, 
“On Merry Way” (UA) and “As- 
signed to Danger” (EL), strong 
$22,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G). Solid $23.- 
000 for second week. Last week, 
sock $31,000. 

Parameunt (MP) (1,700; 40-80)— 
“Flowing Gold” (WB) and “God's 
Country Woman” (WB) (reissues). 
Fair $9,000. Last week, “Silver 


River’ (WB) and “Lead Soldiers” 
(20th), good $13,500. 
State (Loew) (3,500; 40-80)— 


“Homecoming” (M-G) (2 wk). Satis- 
factory $16,000 after solid. $18,- 
000 last week. 


Denver Gives Regards 
To ‘Bway’ Brisk $21,500 


Denver, June 22. - 

Rain drove folks from 
benches into theatres here, with 
biz taking a healthy rebound as a 
result. Getting top money is “Give 
Regards to Broadway,” playing in 
three houses. “Fuller Brush Man” 
is packing the Aladdin on move- 
over date. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 
“Port Said” (Col) (m.o.). Smash 
$7,000 or over. Last week, “Green 
Grass” (20th) and “King of Gam- 
blers” (Rep) (m.o.), good $3,500. 

Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35- 
74)—‘Outlaw” (UA) (6th wk). Good 
$6.500. Last week, $6,000. 

Denham ‘Cockrill) (1,750; 35-74) 
—'‘‘Crusades” (Par) (reissue). Fine 





$11,000. Last week, “Shaggy” 
(Par), thin $7,500. 
Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 


“Give Regards to Broadway” (20th) 
and “Blonde Ice” (FC), day-date 
with Esquire. Webber. Fime $16.- 
. Last week, “Fuller Brush 
Man” (Col) and “Port Said” (Col), 
$17,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)— 
“Give Regards to Broadway” (20th) 
and “Blonde Ice” (FC). also Den- 
ver, Webber. Solid $3.500. Last 
week, “Fuller Brush Man” (Col) 
and “Port Said” (Col), $4,600. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— | 


“Bride Goes Wild” ‘(M-G) and 
“Song of Idaho” (Col) (2d wk). 
Okay $13,000. Last week. big 
$17,500. 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 35-74)— 
“Fugitive” (RKO) and “Fabulous 
Joe” (UA). Trim $12,000. Last 
week, “Casbah” (U) and “Rocky” 
(Mono), mild $8,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Green 
Grass” (20th) and “King Gamblers” 
(Rep) (m.o.). Very mild $3,000. Last 
week, “Coroner Creek’ (Col) and 
“Blondie’s Reward” (Col) (m.o.}. 


$2,000. 

Webber (Fox) 
“Regards to Broadway” (20th) and 
“Blonde Ice” 
Esquire. Thin $2,000. Last week, 


“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and “Port | 


Said” (Col), btg $4,000. 


(750; 35-74) —| 


(FC), also Denver, | 


Indpls. Spotty; ‘Bride’ 
Lively $17,000, ‘Sons’ 10G 


Indianapolis, June 22. 
Biz remains spotty at firstruns 
here. “Bride Goes Wild” at Loew’s 
is week’s top grosser, being sock. 
“Best Years” is a moderate click 
in first showing on p scale at 
Cirele. Kids are putting new life 


Lyric. 
Estimates for This Week 

‘Cirele (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
65)\—“‘Best Years” (RKO). Oke 
$11,000. Last week, “Bambi” (RKO) 
(reissue) and “Heart of Virginia” 
(Rep). $9,000. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65) — 
“All My Sons” (U) and “King of 
Gamblers” (Rep). Dull $10,000 or 
near. Last week, “Miracle of Bells” 
(RKO), $11,000. 

Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; 44-65)— 
“Miracle of Bells” (RKO) (m.o.). 
Thin $3,000. Last week, “Silver 
'River” (WB) and “Argyle Secrets” 
(FC) (m.o.}, $4,000. 
| Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450; 44-65)— 
“Bride Goes Wild” (M-G) and 
“Woman Tangier” (Col). Sock 
$17,000. Last week, “Lady From 
Shanghai” (Col) and “Best Man 
Wins” (Cal), $10,000. 

Lyrie (G-D) (1,600; 44-65) — 
“Bring "Em Back Alive” (RKO) 
(reissue) and “Docks New Orleans” 
(Mono)., Fancy $7,000. Last week, 
“Tobacco Road” (20th) and “Grapes 
of Wrath” (20th) (reissues), $7,500. 


Lana-Gable Hot 
$40,000 Tops Det. 


Detroit, June 22. 
With a batch of holdovers and 
only two new films this week, De- 
troit has little to offer in competi- 
tion with the ideal outdoor 
weather. “Homecoming” at the 
Fox looks top coin, but “The Cru- 





sades,” topping double bill at 
Palms is really standout. Others 
are just se-so, nearly all being 


holdovers. 
Estimates fer This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1.740; 70-95)— 
“Summer Holiday” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Improved $8,000 after fair $7,500 
second 


stanza. 

Broadway-Capitel (United - De- 
troit) (3,300; 70-95) — “Lost Hori- 
zon” (Col) and “Flight Lieutenant” 
(Col) (reissues). Mild $10,000. Last 
week, “Four Faces West” (UA) and 
“Man of Evil” (UA), fine $14,000. 

Downtown ‘Balaban’ (2.863; 70- 
95)—“Fort Apache” (RKO) (4th 
wk). Oke $5,000 after good $7,000 
third week. : 

Fex (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70- 
95) — “Homecoming” (M-G). Big 
$40,000 for Gable-Turner opus. 
Last week, “Big City” (M-G) plus 
Jack Benny stageshow with Phil 
Stage layout pushed this up 
colossal $70,000, the $1-$1.25 scale 
and extra shows making this pos- 
sible. 

Michigan (U-D) (4,039; 70-95)— 
“Pirate” (M-G) and “Rocky” 
(Mono), (2d wk). Good $14,000 
after stout $25,000 opener. 

Palms (U-D) (2,716; 70-95)\—“The 
Crusades” (Par) (reissue) and “As- 
signed to Danger” (EL). Sock 
$21,000. Last week, “Raw Deal” 
(EL) and “Heart of Virginia” 
| (Rep), nice $18,009. 

United Artists (U-D) (2,976; 70- 
95)\—“Arch of Triumph” (UA) 
(2d wk). Good $17,000 after fancy 
$21,000 in first. 


‘Pirate’ Rugged $14,500 





Cincinnati, June 22. 
Three solid new bills and a 
smash reissue are hypoing the over- 
all count of major houses for an 
appreciable advance over last week. 
“Give My Regards to Broadway,” 
a newcomer, and the sensationally- 
campaigned “Bring "Em Back 
Alive” reissue are neck and neck 
‘for top money, both big. “Pirate” 
and “Furnace Creek,” also are 
lively. Of holdovers, “Fuller Brush 
Man” continues strong in fifth 
downtown session. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75) — 
“Give Regards to Broadway” (20th). 
(Continued on page 20) 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie.. 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing preeentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 





come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


into “Bring ‘Em Back Alive” at | 


Influx of Visitors, New Pix Fail 
To Bolster N.Y.; Waltz’ Huge 1606, 
‘Dream’-Spitalny 706, ‘Lulu’ 186 


Despite many favorable factors, | Phil Spitalny “Hour of Charm” al!- 
including a rainy Saturday (19)! girl orch topping 
and three new pictures, Broadway | 


firstrun business still is very spotiy 


and surprisingly weak at most thea- 


tres. Some spots currently are be- | 
ing helped by the arrival of vaca- | 
tion visitors. There also is an in- 
flux of people in town for the 
Louis-Walcott fight tonight ‘Wed.) 
and a record number of mercantile 
buyers in N. Y.4rowded hotels re- 
flect both these conditions as well 





| tioneers are lodging in N. Y. and 
|commuting to Philadelphia. To- 


to | $27,000 in fourth week. 


Cincy; ‘Regards’ $15,000 


as the fact that some GOP conven- 


night's bout is not expected to help 
but rather hurt trade at deluxers. 


Good biz on Friday and Satur- 





day was counterbalanced by a big 
outdoor Sunday when over 1,000.- 
000 went to mearby beaches and 
about 72,000 went to major league | 
ball games that day in N. Y. Tues- | 
day’s (22) drizzle was counted a 
favorable factor. Most schools will 
be out next week, and managers 
figure on this to help. 

Pacing the city and contradic- 
tory is the Music Hall with “Em- 
peror Waltz” and a highly imag- 
inative stageshow. Likely will wind 
up its first week today (Wed.) with 
terrific $160,000 biggest non-holi- 
day week for the Hall. 

Paramount also is on stout side 
with “Dream Girl’ and Phil Spi- 


talny “Hour of Charm” all-girl | 
band topping stageshow. Looks | 
like fancy $70,000 or better. “‘Lulu | 


Belle,” third new film, is very dis- 
appointing with $18,000 or less at 
Rivoli, worst business at this house | 
in many weeks. 

Rialto is back with horror films | 
currently, “Tower of London” and 
“Man Who Reclaimed His Head,” | 
two reissues, bringing very good 
$13,000. “Iron Curtain,” on second- | 
run, looks sturdy $13,000 at Palace. 
Otherwise, Broadway is holdover 
or longrun, and few operations are | 
doing well. “Green Grass,” with | 
Harry Richman heading stagebill, 
stayed only six days of second 
week at Roxy, house teeing off 
“Give Regards to Broadway” plus 
first iceshow there and Andrews 
Sisters heading stageshow last 
(Tues.) night. Capitol launches 
“Fort Apache” with Lena Horne 
topping stagebill tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 


Mayfair lowered its scale last 
week, business climbing as a re- 
sult, with “Time of Life” getting 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inc.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 
—‘Melody Time” (RKO) (4th wk). 
Current week ending today (Wed. 
holding nicely at $19,000 after $21,- 
000 last week. Look for sharp up- 
beat here with schools getting out 
end of this week. Stays indef. 
Bijeu (City Inv.) (650; 85-$1.50)— 
“Citizen Saint” (Indie) (4th wk). 
Fourth stanza ending today ‘ Wed.) 
continues fairly okay at $4,000, 
after $4,500 last week. Holds only 
one more week. . . 
Capitel (Loew's) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—“Bride Goes Wild” (M-G) plus 
Woody Herman orech heading stage- 
show (3d-final wk). Off to $49,000 
or less in blowoff session, which is 
not strong after $53,000 last week. 
“Fort Apache’ (RKO) with Lena 
Horne, Skinnay Ennis orch heading 
stagebill opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 70- 
$1.85) — “Lady From Shanghai” 
(Col) (3d-final wk). Second round 
ended last (Tues.) night was way off 





to $17,000 after fancy $28,000 
opener. “Canon City’ (EL) is due 
in next. 
Glebe (Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.80) | 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA) (10th | 
Ninth frame ended last Mon- 
day (21) night held to $15,000 after | 
$17,000 for eighth, both okay for 
this stage of run. “Fury at Fur- 
mace Creek” (20th) is next in but 
date not set. 
Mayfair (Brandi) (1.736: 60 
$1.25)—“Time of Life” (UA) (4th 
wk). Present round ending today 
(Wed.) up to $27,000 via reduced | 
scale after nice $25,000 for third. 
Continues indef. 
Palace (RKO) (1,700; 35-80)— 
“Iron Curtain” (26th) (2d run) and | 
“Tender Years” (20th) (Ist run) 
plus Zale-Graziano fight film. 
Sturdy $13,000 looms in week end- 


— tod (Wed.), Last week, 
“Naked vf ”" (U) (2d run) and 
“Palooka ghting Mad” (Mono) 


(Ist run) and fight pix, fancy 
$14,000. 








'$1.50'\—"‘Dream Girl” 


(Par) (3,664; 


(Par) 


Paramount 55- | 


stageshow (2d 
wki. First week ended last (Tues.) 
night climbed to strong $70,000. In 
ahead, “Hazard” (Par with King 


Cole Trio, Ray Anthony orch, 
others, on stage (2d wk). okay 
$60,000. “Girl” and current stage- 


show originally set for three weeks 
but now plan to bring in “Foreign 
Affair’ (Par) with Jo Stafford 
heading stagebili on June 30, to 
take advantage of July 4 weekend. 

Radie City Musie Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5945: 80-$2.40)—‘Km- 
peror Waltz” (Par) with new stage- 
show. Soaring to huge $160,000 or 
near, biggest non-holiday week at 
this house. Vacation crowds in 
N. Y. helping here now, and stage- 
show also taking a bow as a cur- 
rent lure. Last week, fourth of 
“Pirate” (M-G) and stageshow was 
down to $117,000. 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-$1.20)— 
“Tower of London” (FC) and “Man 
Who Reclaimed His Head" (FC) 
(reissues). Back to horror pix here 


\for a change, with first week end- 


ing today (Wed.) doing very good 
$13,000. - Stays over. In ahead, 


“Will It Happen Again” (FC) (5th 


wk-5 days), $4,500. 
Rivoli (UAT-Par) ° 
$1.25) — “Lulu Belle” 


(2,092; 60- 
(Col). 


| Plugged as world preem and given 


nice advance but Dorothy Lamour- 
George Montgomery starrer is dis- 
appointing at mild $18,000 or near 
in first week ending next Friday 
(25). In ahead, 10 days of 
fourth week of “Another Part of 
Forest’ (U) was only $17,000. 

Rexy (20th) (5.886; 80-$1.50)\— 
“Give Regards to Broadway” (20th) 
with iceshow teeing off, featuring 


Carol Lynne, plus onstage An- 
drews Sisters, Dean Martin & 
Jerry Lewis. Regular perform- 


ances open today (Wed.) aftér pre- 
view of new show last (Tues.) night. 
House closed until 6:30 p.m. yes- 
terday. Final six days in second 
week of “Green Grass” (20th) and 
Harry Richman, Chandra - Kaly 
dancers, others, on stage, was down 
to $45,000 after meagre $60,000 
opener. 

State ‘Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.25)— 
“Summer Holiday” (M-G) (1st run) 
(2d wk). Not holding up well at 
$17,000 in initial holdover stanza 
ending tomorrow (Thurs.) but 
stays over in order to give ‘Easter 
Parade” (M-G) an opening on June 
30. 4 a 
world preem, launching policy 
of t films here. First 
week of “Holiday” was very good 


Strand (WB) (2,756; 70-$1.50)— 
“Wallfiower” (WB) s Ed 
“Archie” Gardner “Duffy's 
Tavern” radio group, Jame Russell, 
Matty Malmeck. orch (2d- 
oe wk). pore hig be og 
or near after disappoint- 
img $44,000 opener. ar on 
High Seas” (WB) and Bob Crosby 
orch open next Friday (25). 
Vietoria (City Inv.) (720; 70- 
$1.50)}—“Design for Death” (RKO) 
(2d-final wk). Blowoff will see only 
about $10,000 in till, mild, follow- 
ing good $15,000 opener. ‘“Fight- 


‘ing Father Dunne” (RKO) opens 


tomorrow (Thurs.). 

‘Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 55- 
$1.25). -“Bad Sister’ (U) (2d wk). 
Sliding to thin $8,000 after very 
mild $11,000 initial session. Goes 
a third, with “Man-Eaters of Ku- 
maon” (U) opening July 1. © 


‘Susie’ Sweet 156, Mont’l 


Montreal, June 22. 

With new films in all houses 
plus okay weather, biz is up some 
this week. “If You Knew Susie” 
and “State of Union” are top new- 
comers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Leew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 34-64)— 
“State of Union” (M-G). Fine $17,- 
500. Last week, “Voice of Turtle” 
(WB), $16,000. 

Capitel (C. T.) (2.412; 34-57)— 
“Knew Susie” (RKO). Solid $15,- 
000. Last week, “Duel in Sun” 
(SRO) (2d wk), sour $9,000. 

Palace (C. T.) (2,625; 34-57) — 
“If Winter Comes” (M-G). Thin 
$9,000. Last week, “Sitting Pretty” 
(20th) (2d wk), big $15,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,205; 26-45)— 





_—Christmas Eve” (UA). Fair $9,- 


000. Last week, “Man Within” (EL) 
and “Hue and Cry” (EL), $7,500. 
émperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-42)— 
—“Let’s Live Agaim” (20th) and 
“Half Past Midnight” (20th). Quiet 
$3,500. Last week, “Marked Wom- 
an” (WB) and “Dust Be My Des- 
tiny” (WB) (reissues) (2d wk), $8,- 


with 900 
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Wallflower’ with Benny Radio Unit 
Giant $67,000, Cleve.; Pirate’ Oke 186 


Cleveland, June 22. +4 





_ a 


Off - again - on - again rainstorms | 
this session are not hurting Jack | 
Benny and his radio troupe plus | 
“Wallflower,” this combo booming 
the Palace te a colossal take of 
$67,000, and sure new high at 
house. By doing 19 shows in 
first three days, the comedian drew 
Over 50,0860 people. House did) 
seven shows Sunday, overcoming | 
record crowd of 82,781 at Indians- | 
Athletics ball game. j 

Notwithstanding this ‘ Pirate” is | 
doing okay at State. But “Give My | 
Regards to Broadway” at Hipp | 
shapeg mild. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70 Re 
“Puller Brush Man™ (Col) (3d wk. | 
Trim $14.060, following about $17,- 
000 last folio. 

Hipp (Warner) (3.700; 55-70'— | 
“Give Regards Broadway” 
(20th). Mild $15,000. below hopes. 
Last week. “Coroner Creek” (Col), | 
Oke $15.500. 

Lake (Warner) (800; 55-70)— 
“Coroner Creek” (Col) (m.o.) Fair- 
ly staisfacatery $3,500. Last week, 
“Silver River” (WB), $2,500 on 
third downtewn round. 

Lewer Mall (Community) (570: 
55-70: — “Children of Paradise” 
(Indie}. Not enough pop appeal in 
this artistic French hit; moderate 
$2,500. Last week, “To Live in 
Peace” (Indie), slow $2,200. 

Ohio (Loew's) (1,200; 55-70)— 
“All My Sons” (U) (m.o.). Okay | 
$7,000. Last week. “Seven Sinners” 
(EL) and “Sutter’s Gold” (EL) (re- 
issues), $4,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 75-$1.10)— 
“Wallfiewer” (WB) with Jack Benny 

Marilyn 





plus Phil Harris, Maxwell, 
“Rechester” and Bae oot 
tet on stage. mames rocket 


Stage 
ing bill to new record at colossal 
$67,000 or over. Last -A-% “Lady 
From Shanghai” (Col), $14,500 at 
regular scale. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-70)— 
“Pirate” (M-G). First-rate $18,000 
with h.o. leoming. Last week, “All 
A Sons” (U) over ordinary $17,- 


Stillman (Loew's) (2,700; 55-70) | 


Sons Brighlen 
St. Louis, $20,000 


Louis, June 22. 

Off to a pool start, plus the 
blessings from crix, “All My Sens” 
at Loew’s appears boxoffice 
out among the big new films. 
“Hazard” is in the rummerup slot 
but only limping, along at the Fox. 
“Wallflower” looks just okay. 

Estimates fer This Week 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Tetal Gress 
This Week . . $2,421,000 
(Based on 22 cities, 198 
theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 


cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gress Same Week 
Last Year . . . $2,897,000 


(Based on 21 cities, 211 thea- 
tres) 


‘ville Biz Lifts With 








Louisville, June 22. 

Biz at downtown film houses is 
perking this week, with product a 
shade better grade, and cool even- 
ings helping. “Bride Goes Wild” 
is livening things up at Loew’s 
State, to cop straight-film laurels. 
National moves back into the ac- 
tive list this week with Mills Bros. 
Joe Venuti band and others on 
stage, and “Buffalo Bill Rides 
Again” for strong returas. 
“Hazard” shapes very moderate at 
Rialto. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200: 
45-65'\—““Noose Hangs High” (EL) 
and “Green For Danger” (EL) 
(m.o.) Likely medium $4,000. Last 
week, “Unconquered” (Par) (2d 
wk), nice $4,500. 

Kentucky ‘Switow) (1,200: 30-40) 
—‘“Bishop’s Wife” (RKO) and “Big 
Clock” (Par). Mild $2,800. Last 
week, a Agreement” 
(20th) and “Sign of Ram” (Col), 
trim $3,500. 


Mary Andersen (People’s) (1,100; | $5 


45-65'—“Wallfiewer” (WB). Fair- 
ish $6,500. Last week, “Valley of 
Giants” (WB) (reissue), slow $4,500. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 45-65) 


-|—“Buffalo Bill Rides Again” (EL) 


with Mills Bros., Kathy Moore, Joe 
Venuti orch on stage. Strong si5- 
000. Last week, “Doctor Tak 

Wife” (Col) and “Only Angeis ——— 


.| Wings” (Col) (reissues), fair $5,000. 


Rialte (FA) (3,400: 45-65) — 
“Hazard” (Par) and “Mr. Reckless” 
(Par). Very moderate $11,000. Last 
week, “Noose Hangs High” (EL) 
and “Green For Danger” (EL), 
tight $14,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65) — 
“Bride Goes Wild” (M-G) and “Port 
(Col). Fine $15,000. 


Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65) — 
“Bring ‘Em Back Alive” (RKO) and 
“Arizona Ranger” (RKO) (reissues). 

Geod $6,000. Last week, “Sainted 





Ambassader (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 

—“Wallflower” (WB) and “Big ) 
Punch” (WB). Okay $17,000. Last | 
week, “Miracle Bells” (RKO) | 
and “Seeret Service Investigator” 
(Rep). $15,000. 


Fex (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)— ‘Haze | 


ard” (Par) and “Big Town Scandal” 
(Par). 
“Give Regards to Broadway” 
and “Wouldn't Be In Shoes” 
’ (Mono). $20,000. 

Leew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“All My Sens” (U) and * ‘Are You 
With it” (U). Nice pee! Last 
week, “Black Bart” (U) and “Big 
City” (M-G), modest $14,000. 

Misseuri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Ruthless” (EL) and “Noose Hangs 
High” (EL). Fair $11,000. Last 
week, “Remember Mama” (RKO) 
and “Tarzan — (RKO) 


(Par), 


Mild $18,000. Last week, | 
(20th) | 


} 
i 
| 


| ing over for a change all spots are 


' Sisters” (Par) and “Speed to Spare” 
$5,000. 





‘GRASS’ TALL $17,000, 
PROV.; TARZAN’ 156 


Providence, June 22. 
With smiling Sunday skies tak- 


‘Paradine’ Makes Case 
In Dull Frisco, $23,000 


San Francisco, June 22. 

Ideal weather here is drawing 
folks to the beaches, with nearly 
all spots suffering. St. Francis, 
with “Paradine Case,” is main ex- 
ception vith sock session in sight. 
Over-supply of holdovers also is 
no help. “Berlin Express’ at 


Golden Gate is very disappoiuting.. 


Estimates fer This Week 
Gelden Gate (REO) (2.844; 65- 
$1)\—“Berlin Express” ¢RKO). Dim 
$14,000. Last week, “Fort Apache” 
(RKO) (5th wk), eke $10,500. 


Fox ‘FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—“Sil- 
ver River” (WB). Mild $23,500. 
Last week, “Homecoming” (M-G) 


(3a wk), thin $10,000. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“Regards to Breadway” (20th) (2d 
wk). Down to $7,000 in 3 — 


“Raw Deal” (EL) (2d wk).. Modest 
$12,500. Last week, hefty $22,500. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 60-85)— 
“Paradine Case” (SRO). Sock 
$23,000. Last week, “Arch of 
Triumph” (UA) (4th wk), okay 
$9,508. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 


55-85)—“On Merry Way” (UA) (2d 
wk). Dull $11,000. Last week, 
good $16,500. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,- 
207; 55-85)—‘‘Time of Life’ (UA) 
(4th wk). Okay $6,000. Last week, 
nice $11,500. 

Stagedeor (Ackerman) (350; 60- 
85)—“‘Henry VIII” (SC) (2d wk) 
and “Katherine the Great” (SC) 
(reissues) (2d wk). 


United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 60- 
85)—“‘Regar@s te Broadway” (20th). 
Light $2,500. Last week, “Anna 
Karenina” (20th) (2d wk), $3,000. 

State :Par) (2,133; 60-85)—“Arch 
of Triumph” (UA) (me). Tepid 
$6,000. Last week, “Gangs of New 
York” (Rep) and “Gangs of Chi- 
cago” (Rep) (reissues), 5 days, nice 





Island’ $28,000 
Best Philly Bet 


Philadelphia, J une 22. 


at ,this small-seater. 
is going to “Emperor 
” which is smash $40,000 at 


“Give My Regards To Broadway” 
also is good at the Fox. “Raw 
Deal” at Stanton and “Ruthless” 
at Aidine beth teed off well. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303: 50-94)~— 
“Ruthless” (EL). Better than antici- 
pated at big $16.000 or over. Last 
week. “Hazard” (Par) (2d wk), 
$9,500. 

Arcadia (S&S) (700: 50-94)— 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA) (2d wk). 
Thin $4,000 after okay $5,500 first 


Beyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—“Let- 
ter Unknown Woman” (U) (2d wk). 
Okay at $18,500. Last week, good 


taking a slight beating. Majestic’s $24 500 


“Green Grass of Wyoming” is the 
town-topper, with Loew’s State 
also healthy with holdover of 
Homecoming.” 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Tarzan Mermaids” (RKO) and 
“Docks New Orleans” (RKO). Nice 





(m.o.), nice $13,000 

Orpheum (Loew) (2, 000; 50-75)— 
“Black Bart” 
(M-G) (m.o.), good $9,000. 
week, “Flomecoming” (M-G) (m.0.), 
solid $11,000. (2d wk). Hot $9,000. 

Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 40-60)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (2d run) (2d 
wk). Hot $9,000 after big $12,000 
first stanza. 


Fields-Blaine Boost 
- ‘Woman’ $20,000, Omaha 


Omaha, June 22. 
“Smart Woman” at Orpheum, 
bolstered by Shep Fields band and | 
Vivian Blaine on stage, looks socko | 
this week. Business was good at) 





start and continued strong over | $13,000. 


i My Regards to | 
weekend. “Give My Keg “Homecoming” (M-G). (2d wk). 


Paramount to rate moveover to |ing held for over six days to land | 
Omaha. 


Broadway” is strong enough at 


Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20- | 
80)— ‘Smart Woman” (Mono) plus | 


Vivian Blaine and Shep Fields orch | Opened Monday (21). 


(Continued on page 20) 


$15,000. Last week “River Lady” 
(U) and Graziano-Zale fight pix, 


(Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
“Broadway” (U) and “Flame of 
New Orleans” (U) (reissues). Slow 
$3,500. Last week, “Seven Sinners” 


(U) and “Big City” | 314.900. 
Last 


Carlton 





(EL) and “Sutter’s Gold” (EL) (re- 
issues), $4,000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 4465)— 
“Noose Hangs High” (EL) and 
“Assigned to Danger” (EL). Fairly 
good $5,000. Last week, “Robin 
| Hood” (WB) (reissue) and “Girl 
Tisa” (WB), oke $5,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 


“Green Grass” (20th) and “Coun- 


_terfeiters” (20th). Getting big $17-_ 


000. Last week, “Letter Unknown 
/ Woman” (U) and “Louisiana” (WB), 


(Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
Be- 


State 


$14,000 after wow $26,000 first 
round. 


Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44- 
\65)—"‘Crusades” (Par) (reissue) 
Last week, 


“Hatter’s Castle” (Par), fair $10, a oa 





Earle (WB) (2,700: 50-94) 
+ ge al (U) (4th wk). 


“All 
Fine $16,- 
Last week, healthy $18,500. 


Fex i (2,250; 50-94)—“Re- | $5 


yy egg A Solid 


000. week, 
Creek” aun mild $16,000. 
(Goldman) (1,000; 50- 


Goldman 
94)—“Island With Yeu” (M-G). 
Lining them up fer colessal $28,000. 


Last week, “State of Union (M-G), 
$9.500 for seventh week. 
Karlton (Goldman) (1,000: 50-94) 


—‘‘Mating of Millie’ (Col). Thin 
$8,500. Last week, “Lady from 
Shanghai” (Col) (5th wk), nice 
$7,500. 

Keith's (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
—“Big City” (M-G). Very thin 
$7,000. Last week, “Green Grass” 
(20th), $3,500. 


Mastbaum (WB) (4,360: 50-94)— 
“Another Part Forest” (U). Very 
dull $17,000, after fairish $25,500 
opener. 

Pix (Cummins) (500; 50-94)— 
“King of Olympics” (UA) and 
“Night in Casablanca” (UA) (reis- 
sue). 
becca” (UA), $5,500. 

Stanley (reissue), (WB) 
50-945 — “Emperor Waltz” (Par). 


Town's top draw at sock $40,000. | 


Last week, “Homecoming” (M-G) 
(5th wk), strong $17,000. 
Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-94)— 
“Raw Deal” (EL). Great $15,000 or 
near. Last week, “Big Punch” 
(WB), not much wallop at $9,000. 


Fair $5.000. Last week, “Re- | 
(2,950; | 


Los Angeles, June 22. 


“Fuller Brush Man” is giving 
current beach weather here strong | 


competi 
The Red Skelton | 








biz in town. 
comedy will wind up its first week 
in two theatres with fancy $65,000, 
best non-holiday week for Pantages 
and Hillstreet in many months. 


looks slim $30,000 in five situa- 
tions. “Anna Karenina,” also im 
five houses, shapes thin $19,000 or 
near. 

Fourth week of “Emperor Waltz” 
will be near $23,000, Le in two 
Paramount houses. 10 _ 
of second week for TsEtanie te 


Broadway” looks mild $47,000 im 
four — Third stanza of “Home- 
coming” 


s okay $24,500 in three 
houses witie “Arch of Triumph” is is 
dropping to $24,000 in second 
frame, three situations. “On Merry 
Way” shapes okay $19,500 in four 
locations, mostly small spets. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Belment (FWC) (1,532: 60-$1)— 
“Anna Karenina” (20th) and 
“Campus Sleuth” (Meno). Dull 
$2,500. Last week, “Coroner Creek” 
(Cel) and “Dog Rusty” (Col) (2d 
wk), $1,500. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (826; 65-$1)—“On 
Merry Way” (UA) (2d wk). Nice 
$3,500. Last week, geed $5,700. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 60- 
$1)—“Green Grass Wyoming” 
(20th) (2d wk-m.o.)-and “Are You 
With It” (U) (mo). Only $2,509 
in 6 days. Last week, with “Coun- 
terfeiters” (20th) (m.o.), dim $2.700. 


Chinese _ (Grauman-WC) a 


- Down to 
$13,000 in final 10 days. Last week, 


average $14,700. 

Culver (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1)— 
“Anna Karenina” (20th) and 
“Campus Sleuth” (Mono); Slight 
$2,500. Last week, ego 
Creek” (Col) and “Rusty” 

(2d wk), $2,300. 


Dewntown (WB) (1,800: 60-$1)— 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA) (2d wk). 
Down to $9,000. Last week, nice 
$18,400. 

Downtewn Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872; 60-$1)—‘Merry Way” 
(UA) (2d wk). Neat $9,500. Last 
week, good $11,600. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G) (3d wk). 
‘Finals at $6,000. Last week, nice 
$9,200. 

Rey 
“Anna Karenina” 
pus Sleuth” 
C: et Col) and T SRusty” (Col 

ree ( ) 

(2d wk), $1,300. : 

Esquire yee (685; 85-$1.20) 

—*“Corridor Mirrors” (U> (2d 
wk). Over $2,000 Last week, okay 

Four Star ‘UA-WC) (900: 60-$1) 
—“Lost One” (Col) (4th wk). Just 
$2,500. Last week, mild $3,200. 

Guild wpe (968; 60-$1)—“An- 
other Part Forest” (U) and 

“Angel’s Altey” (Meno). Slow $3.,- 

500. Last week, “With It” (U) and 
“Dear Murderer” (U) (ae wk-6 
pay $1,300. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (1,106; 
60-$1)—"‘Merry Way” (UA) (2d wk). 
Medium $3.500. Last week, good 


(FWC) (861; 60-$1)— 
(20th) and “Cam- 
(Mono). Fair $3.000 | 


Holiywoed (WB) (2.756: 60-$1)— 
“Arch Triumph” (U A) (2d wk). Fair 
$7,500. Last week, good $15,500. 





Holiywood Musie Hall (Blumen- | 
feld) (475; 60-85)—‘“Merry Way” 
(UA) (2d wk). Oke $3,000. Last 
week, neat $4,900. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 60-85)—‘‘An- 
other Part Forest” (U) and “Angel’s 
Alley” (Mono). Modest $4,500 or 
close. Last week, “With It” (U) and | 
“Deaw Murderer” (U) (2d wk46 
| days), $1,700. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)—-) 
“Jenny Lamour” (Indie) (2d wk). | 


Okay $2,000. Last week, $3,100. 

Leew’s State (Loew’s-WC) (2,404: 
60-$1)—' ‘Regards Broadway” (20th) | 
and ‘“Winner’s Circle” (20th) (2d) 
wk). Neat $16,000 in final 10 days. | 
Last week, medium $20,700. | 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; | 
60-$1)—“‘Homecoming” ‘M-G) (34, 
wk). Ends p3 Pos $12,000. Last 
| week. good $ 

Loyola (ewer a .248: 60-$1)—| 
'“Regards Broadway” (20th) and 
“Winner's Circle” (20th) (2d wk). 
Nice $9,500 in final 10 days. Last 


week, $9,600. 

Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2,210; 
60-$1)—“Anna Karenina” (20th) 
and “Campus Sleuth” (Mono). Slim 


$7,500. Last week, “Coroner Creek” 








“Another Part of the Forest” r 


| 70)— 


L.A. in Summer Slump but Fuller’ - 
Brushes Up Wham $65,000; ‘Forest’ 
Not So Green 306, ‘Anna’ Thin 196 


(Col) and 
fair $6,700. 
Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 60-$1)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 
“Thunder Hoot’ (Col). Socko $31,- 
000. Last week, “Fort Apache” 


“Rusty” (Col) (2d wk), 


(RKO) (3d wk) and “Trapped by — 


Beston Blackie” 
$10,200. 
Parameunt (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1) 

—*“Emperor Waltz” (Par) (4th wk). 
Light $11,000. Last week, $13,200. 

Parameunt Hellywoed (F&M) 
(1.451; 68-$1)—-“Emperor Waltz” 
(Par) (4th wk). Fancy $12,000 or 
—— * Last week, $13,709. 

REO Hilistreet (RKO) (2,890; 60- 
80)——“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 
“Thunder Hoof” (Col). Smash $34,- 
000. Last week, “Fort Apache” 
(RKO) (3d wk) and “Boston Black- 
ie” (Col) (2d wk), good $13,500. 

Bits (F WC) 1,370; @O-$1)—""An- 
other Part Forest” (U) and “An- 
gei’s Alley” (Mono). Okay $8,000 
Last week, With It” (U) and “Dear 
Murderer” (U) (2d wk-6 days), $3,- 


(Cel) (2d wk), 


100. 
Studie City (FWC) (880; 60-$1) 
—“Another Part Forest’ (U) and 
“Angel’s Alley” (Momo). Fair $4,- 


500. Last week, “With It" (U) and 
“Dear Murderer” (U) (2d wk-6 
> $1,700. 

nited Artists (UA) (2,100; 60- 


$1) ""Another Part Forest” (U) 
Wore Aliey” (Mono). Slow 
$9,300. ae week, “With It’ (U) 


horwy- 8 Murderer” (U) (2d wk- 


ry ina. 8 $4,900. 

Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 60-$1)— 
—‘‘Regards (20th) and 
“Winner's Circle” ) 2d wk). 
Near $8,500 im final 10 days. Last 
week, neat $11,000. 

Vegue (FWC) (885; 60-85) — 
“Anna ? (20th) and 
“Campus ” (Mono). Mild 
$3,500. Last week, “Coroner Creek” 
(Cel) and Neen” (Cel) 2d wk), 


$2,000. 

(FWCO) 60-$1)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Near $6,500. Last week, dipped to 
$9,500 but still 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1)— 
“Arch Triumph” (UA) (2d wk). 
ag $7,500. Last week, good $15,- 


Faller’ Cleans Up 
In Mpls. $16,000 


Minneapolis, June 22. 
Cold, mary ome my weather continues to 
give the boxoffice a lease on life, 
slight. 
ro- 


a ano to Broadway” and 

© Brush Man” shape okay, 

latter heading for smash session. 
Estimates for This Week 


Century (Par) (1.600; 50-70)— 
“Green Pye g a ) (m.o.): Light 
$4,500. Last week. “Sitting Pretty” 
(20th) (4th wk), fine $7,500. 


Gepher (Par) (1,000; 44)—“Polo 
Joe” (Indie) and “Way Out West” 
(Indie) (reissues). Light $2, 500. 
Last week, “Angel Have Wings” 
(Indie) and “Coast Guard” (Indie) 
(reissues), $2,200. 

Lyeeum (Schreiber) (1,900; 50- 

70)\—“Homecoming” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Satisfactory $7,000 after good $10,- 
000 first week. 

Lyrie (Par) (1.060; 50-70)—‘“Haz- 
ard” (Par) (m.o.). Mild $5,000. Last 
week, “Furnace Creek” (20th) (2d 
wk), light $3,200. 

Radie City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— 
“Give Regards to Broadway” (20th). 
Helped by Dan Dailey’s presence. 
Climbing to fair $15,000. Last 
week, “Green Grass” (20th), 
$14,500. 

RK (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col). 
Smash $16,000. Last week, “Winter 
Meeting” (WB), light $7,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)\— 
“Son of Dracula” (U) and “Ghost 
‘of Frankenstein” (U) (reissues). 
Slow $6,000 sighted. Last week, 
aoe: (RKO) (3d wk), good 


State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—‘“Mat- 
ing of Millie’ (Col). Mild $8,500. 
Last week, “Hazard” (Par), $9,000. 

Uptewn (Par): (1,000; 44-60)— 
“Miracle of Bells’ (RKO). First 
nabe showing. Good $4,000. Last 
week, “State of Union” (M-G), 
$5,000. 

World (Mann) (350; 50-85)—*“Sit- 
ting Pretty” (20th). Fifth loop week 
for this, and still good at $3,000. 
Last week, “Furia” (FC} (2d wk), 
$2,200 
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And The Lines of PRAJS® Set A Record Too! 4 
“Should turn the Blue Danube to “Just for delight, just for fun, just “Beautifully adorned entertain- 7 
twinkling gold.” —WN. Y. Times for the joy of living and loving ment.” —World-Telegram 4 
P oo : there’s no place right now like the 7 

‘An entertaining picture. . . beau- Music Hall.” —N.Y.Sun “Grand fun that goes down in the = 

tifully photographed ens : books as one of the year’s delights. 3 
—Daily News Hh, ME - 

: A “Fine idea, solidly and_ slickly — Journal-American 

“Sly ...opulent ... captivating... treated by Brackett, Wilder and “Cinematic delight. A treat to eyé; 3 
engaging.” —Herald Tribune Crosby.” —PM _ ear,heartand funnybone.”—Mirror a 
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(and just one) 
in Paramount's 
Summer Hit Wave! 


hoe ioe 


1 eee Bite rn 
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Then around another 


looking down SIst § 

t.t 
6th Ave.—back to the § et 
marquee. Nearly 3 sides of the 
tremendous block encircled.,, - 


JOAN 


CROSBY: FONTAIN 


Y we 


sm TPP) PYLY 77 iy O 
(AN PCLO! 


- TECHNICOLOR 


Produced by CHARLES BRACKETT « Directed by BILLY WILDER 
Written by Charles Brackett and Billy Wilder 
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Buenos Aires in Record Lact Seen 
With Foreign Imports Pacing Field 


Montevideo, J une 15. 
Financially the legit season in 


VARIETY 


Mex Film Strike Threat 
Spreads to 4 Studies; 
Both Sides Give Stand 


Mexican pic trade looks to be in 
for a further stiff setback with four 


INTERNATIONAL 


Canadian Pix Activity Stepped Up 
With H' wood Aid: New Producers Set 


Toronto, June 22. + 














meme ae 


Pg an} re 





Decision of the Canadian gov- 
ernment to abstain from freezing 
of American film earnings in 
Canada—if Hollywood producers 
will make greater use of the Ca- 
nadian scene—has resulted in un- 
precedented film activity in this 
country. It’s a result of the co- 
operation project agreed on by the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
with J. J. Fitzgibbons, president 
of Famous Players (Canadian), 
acting as liaison for MPAA and 
the Canadian government. 


‘U. S. film remittances from 
Canada total seme $17,000,000 an- 
nually and plan is to comserve ex- 
port of American dollars by in- 
creasing American film production 
in Canada and making use of the 
Canadian scene as a tourist lure. 
Point is also made that preduction 
costs on labor and materiais, eie., 
are lower in Canada than across 
the border.) : 

Biggest down-payment to date 
on the U. §. promise to spur Can- 
adian production was given in the 
deal between Canada’s new pro- 
ducing outfit, Renaissance, and 
Monogram and Allied Artists. Lat- 
ter outfits have agreed to handie 
the distribution of five pix apiece 
to be produced at the Renaissance 
studio in Montreal over the next 
two years. Joseph Than and Leon- 
ard Fields, exec producers of 
Canadian International Screen Pro- 
ductions, will spark the new pro- 
ductions. 

Close on the heels of the film- 
ing in Canada of the Alpine scenes 
of “Emperor Waltz’ (Par), Brian 
Foy will release his “Northwest 
Stampede” (EL) in mid-July, this 
filmed at the Duke of Windsor’s 
ranch in Alberta and also making 
use of the annual Calgary Stam- 
pede background. Foy, in Toronto, 
also stated that there will be a 
special screen acknowledgment 
at the beginning of “Northwest 
Stampede” in tribute to the Ca- 
nadian people, and another at the 
end of the film i that 
American vacationists visit Canada. 

Foy will also start another fea- 
ture in Canada immediately, this 
dealing with the Mounties, and 
budgeted at $400,000. Meanwhile, 
Audio Pictures will make three 
full-lengths at their Toronto stu- 
dios for Monogram and ‘six 
Canadian shorts for Columbia. 

Two New Companies 

In addition to such Hollywood 
subsidiaries’ activities, two new 
Canadian film companies have just 
received Dominion charters from 
the federal government. These are 
Carillon Pictures and Canam Film 
Productions. ' 

Canam is headed by Beb Mont- 
gomery, former U.S. film industry 
publicist, who recently completed 
a year in England in J. Arthur 
Rank’s publicity department. He 
starts shooting in August on “The 
Gallant Greenhorn,” a musical with 
an early Camadian West back- 
ground. Film is budgeted at $300,- 
000, which has been put up by 
four Toronto businessmen not 
hitherto connected with the film 
industry. On basis of 
Rank connection, Montgomery is 
currently dickering with Michael 
Redgrave to take the lead in “Gal- 
lant Greenhorn.” 


Other new company, Carillon, 
will stress full-length productions 
embracing: Canadian historical 
backgreunds but also plans a 
series of decumentaries dealing 
with the contemporary Canadian 
scene. This group is headed by 
Melville Turner, 
director at Rank’s Torento studios. 
Turner will use latter facilities but 
is understood te have no Rank 
financial backing. 


EMIL JANNINGS GETS OK 
TO ACT IN VIENNA LEGIT 


Vienna, June 15. 

Veteran German acter Emil Jan- 
nings has received a permit from 
the Vienna Actors Union to appear 
on the stage here for a year. For- 
merly a German subject, and al- 
leged to have been a Nazi collabo- 
rator, he is now an Austrian citizen. 


Late last year Jannings was in 
Buenos Aires attempting to make 
a film comeback. There was talk 
then that he was trying te ease 
himself into Hollywood through the 
ack door. 











Costa Rica Using 70% 
U.S. Pix; French Threaten 


Washington, June 22. 
Approximately 60 features and 
300 short subjects and newsreels 
are required annually to fulfill the 


needs of Costa Rica’s 77 35m. thea- 
tres, according to the management 
of the two theatre circuits there. 
It’s estimated that U. S. films make 
up more than 70% of the total 
shown. 

Some competition may be ex- 
pected from French films in the 
future, because of reports that the 
Cofram organization (Franco Amer- 
ican Film Consortium) of Buenos 
Aires is about to open offices in 
San Jose. 


Austro-German 
Pix Swap Set 


Vienna, June 15. 


Discussions that had been going 
on some weeks between Austria 
and Anglo-American Bizonia in 
Germany for a film exchange pact 
have been conciuded with an agree- 
ment in principle. The pact, still 
requiring the ned from competent 
authorities in Germany, calls for 
an exchange of films on the basis 
of four Austrian for each German 
film. 


Because there are presently 109 
film producing firms registered in 
Austria and as yet only a fraction 
of them have actually produced 
anything, a proposal to license film 
companies here is under considera- 
tion by authorities. Licenses would 
only be granted firms which could 
show a finished product after a cer- 
tain length of ‘time. Financing 
would also be transferred to a film 
bank, which would only support 
projects certain of artistic and box- 
office success for Austria. This 
scheme is planned to prevent any 
one producing firm monopolizing 
the film trade. 

Meanwhile the Upper Austrian 
provincial government has set up 
a film examining office at Linz to 
operate until a federal bureau is 
established in- Vienna. Compris- 
ing representatives of educational 
and training organizations, youth 
welfare and the cinema proprie- 
tors’ association, it will pass on 
which films may be shown to 
people under 16. ; 


Orient Market Opens 
Up for U. S. Films 


With markets throughout the 
Orient opening up for American 
film companies, Edward O’Connor, 
Loew's representative in the Far 








the Philippines, and the remaining 
three months in New York. 

Inflation is particularly bad in 
China, according to O’Connor. He 
discloses that Loew’s has taken 
advantage of this condition to 
renovate its Shanghai house, the 
M-G-M Roxy. The admission for 
the theatre just before he returned 
to the U. S. was 200,000 Chinese 
dollars, or approximately 20c in 
American money. 

There are about 530 to 60 pic- 
tures produced a year in Shang- 
hai, the Loew aide says, adding 
that most shooting is done at nighit, 
because the city is so noisy during 
daylight hours. 


SRO Gets Del Rio B.A. Pic 


Mexico City, June 22. 

Selznick Releasing 
has obtained from Dolores del Rio 
distribution in Mexico of the pic, 
based on “Lady Wintermere’s Fan,” 
which she made in Spanish in Bue- 
nos Aires for Argentina Sono Films. 

Pact was inked by Manny Reiner, 
SRO Latin American-Australasia 
chief, here to exploit “The Para- 
dine Case,” and Alfred Holguin, 
local company manager. 





of the five studios here facing a 
strike June 26 to enforce demands 
by the National Cinematographic 
Industry Workers Union ‘STIC) for 
pay hikes of 40%-50%. Plants 
operators have been telling the fed- 
eral board of conciliation and arbi- 
tration they can’t grant demands 
because of progressively poor biz. 
The studios have asked the board 
to allow them to pare pay of their 
help sharply, particularly members 
of STIC’s technical and manual 
workers locals. 

Strike was originally aimed at 
the Churubusco studio, started by 
RKO and its Mexican partner, Pro- 
ductores Asociados Mexicanos, Nov. 
1, 1945, which, in its at a 

y said is running $500; 
US) a year in the red, and the 
Azteca studio, an old one that re- 
cently suffered a $1,000,000 (U. 5.) 
fire. STIC now includes in the 
strike threat the Ciasa_ studio, 
owned by Clasa Films Mundiales, 
big pic producer, and the Tepeyac 
studio, owner of which is Theodore 
Gildred, American filmer, and as- 
sociates. 

Stressing the studios’ assertion 
that it’s impossible for them to hike 
pay and imperative to cut wages, 
Tomas Bay, Clasa’s lawyer, told the 
board that biz is generally bad for 
the Mexican film trade. He said 
that in 1945 with.three studios here 
70 pix were made, but with five in 
1946 the output was only 60, and 
the same last year. He asserted 
that pic production in 1948 can't 
exceed 60. Bay blamed stiffer com- 
petition from Spain and the Argen- 
tine for tougher times for Spanish 
language pix. 

STIC told the board that its pay 
hike demands are reasonable in 
view of high living costs. 


INDIE COMPETITION 
TO MPEA IN VIENNA 


Vienna, June 10. 

Motion Picture Export Assn., 
which has had a virtual monopoly 
in distributing American films in 
Austria since the end of the war, 
is now facing independent com- 
petition for the first time from 
Atlantic Films, newly organized by 
New York film exec George Book- 
binder. Company has a product 
backlog of some 14 U. S. reissues 
and is slated to tee off here June 25 
‘with Disney’s “Snow White” at the 
Apollo. 

Other films on Atlantic's release 
schedule are a number of United 
Artist oldies including “Mice and 
Men,” “Captain Caution” and 
“There Goes My Heart.” Austrian 
distribution rights to the UA pix 
were obtained from the American 
Trading Assn., N. Y. New firm is 
affiliated with “Kiba,” a city-owned 
outfit which will finance the U. S. 
phase of Atlantic’s operations, as 
the company plans to handle Aus- 
trian films in the American market. 

Bookbinder, who just arrived 
here after making preliminary ar- 
rangements in Czechoslovakia and 
Hungary, planes to London soon to 
close a distributional deal with Sir 
Alexander Korda. In Europe since 
the middle of March, he’s expected 
to return to New York some time 
next month. 


Current London Shows 


London, June 22. 
(Figures shows weeks of run) 
“A La Carte,” Savoy (1). 
“AN My Sens,” Globe (1). 
“Anna Lucasta,” Majesty's (34). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (55). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (61). 
“Beb’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (7). 





t Roof,” Hipp. (33). 
“Travellers Jay,” Cnt (3). 
Tegether Again,” Vic. Pal. (53). 





“Worms View,” Whitehall (60). 








Pix Biz OK in Hong Kong ; | 
Dollar Is Stabilized 


| 


C. Y. Tom, distrib rep for Film | 
Classics and Monogram product in 
China, is heading for Hollywood 
after a stay in New York, prior to 
his return te Hong Kong in Six 
weeks. Tom has spent the past 
seven years in the U. S., and will 
return to this country on regular 
business trips in the future. 

Reports from Hong Kong, ac- 
cording to Tem, indicate that film 
business is solid in the British 
Crown colony. Inflation, which has 
hit China with drastic results re- 
cently, has bypassed that area and 
Heng Kong dollars have been 
stabilized at 412 to one U. S. doilar. 


Poles, Czechs in 
First Jomt Film 


Washington, June 22. 

Polish and Czech film reps have 
pacted production of their first 
joint picture, according to a report 
by Nathan D. Golden, chief of the 
Dept. of Commerce motion picture- 
photographic branch. Poland ex- 
pects to expand its film production 
with the help of Czech technical 
advice and equipment. This new 
cultural alliance is along the line 
of several which the Poles have 
been lining up. Recently, for ex- 
ample, the Poles arranged for an 
exchange of radio programs with 
France. 

Other countries reported on: 

Paraguay: Government has au- 
thorized special concessions to set 
up a national newsreel. The law 
contains provisions regulating 
quality, length and minimum num- 





ber to be produced by the conces- | 


sionaire over a specific time. It 
also calls for compulsory exhibi- 
tion of the domestic newsreels in 
all theatres. Concession has gone 
for three years to Gustave Acuna 
Falcon who has organized Empresa 
Filmadora Paraguaya to handle the 
Hungary: President of the new 
National Film Office has declared 
war on “reactionary” films and ex- 
pects to have the Hungarian gov- 
ernment take over all production 
of pietures in that country. He 
added that “the Film Office will 
not permit a trust, like the Motion 
Picture Export Assn., to reign over 
the screens of Budapest theatres. 
The Film Office intends to import 
only such U. S. films as are pro- 
gressive.” : 
Lebanon: U. S. pix continue to 
hold a wide lead in this country 
but the new Arabic-language pic- 
tures made in Egypt are first in the 
affection of the poor people and 
also gross far more per picture 
than do the Hollywood films. For 
example, last year 154 American 
— —— pretense, while 
only gyptian features 
$270,000. sgere: 


Ex-GI Composer Angling 
Vienna Symph U.S. Dates 


Paris, June 15. 

Paul Siegel, ex-Gl composer, 
will sail June 18 for New York, 
where as American manager for 
the Vienna Symphony he will try 
to organize a two-month American 
tour next season for the well- 
known orchestra. His contract 
gives him 10% cut of profits. Plans 
call for taking 100 members of the 
orchestra, with Rudolf Moralt 
eer i baton. 

ymphony has played European 
capitals, but this will be its US. 


The Vienna Symphony is pre- 
miering Siegel's latest composition, 
“Tripartita,” a short work for 
piano and: orchestra. On April 27 
ic preemed Siegel's symphony, “Be- 
which had 

in December via Radio 
Vienna by the Vienna Tonkunstler 








WALLMAN’S RKO POST 
Carl Waliman has been named 
Scandinavian gene - 
ager for RKO. — 
Wallman will supervise com- 
pany’s activities in Norway, Swe- 
den, Denmark and Finland. 


Buenos Aires this year is surpass. 
ing the record grosses of 1946 and 
1947, despite fact that the fare of. 
| fered is far from high in standard, 
|On weekends and holidays the 
|queues outside the theatres are 
| unprecedented, and pressure is be- 
|ing broyght for building more the. 
jatres in central districts. 

| The Maipo is grossing around 
'$20,000 weekly with a musieal 
| Satire by Marcos Bronenberg and 
| Antonio Botta which reviews the 
history of Buenos Aires, and gives 
comedians Marios Fortuna, Marcos 
Caplan, Dringue Farias, Carlos 
Catro and Adolfe Stray full play. 

The Casino, reopened after a 
temporary fold when a Bolivian 
impresario decamped, leaving the 
cast of “Boite Rusa” with several 
weeks’ salary unpaid, is playing te 
packed houses and grossing around 
$18,000 weekly. “Boite Rusa” is 
another musical with a strong cast. 
| Estrellita Castro, a Spanish singer, 
is drawing strongly in another mu- 
sical at the Comedia, with theatre 
also grossing as never before. 

At the Astral; producers Gallo 
and Raineri have staged another 
comedy by scripters Pondal Rios 
and Nicolas Olivari, built around 
comedian Enrique Serrano. Grosses 
are $30,000 weekly. Serrano ve- 
hicle is “Vendras a Medianoche” 
(“Will You Come at Midnight?”). 

A version of Anita Loos’ “Happy 
Birthday,” with “Gloria Guzman 
starred, has passed its 100th per- 
formance at the tiny El Nacional, 
with long lines at the boxoffice. 
Luisita Vehil again heads her dra- 
matic company at the miniature 
Empire and has also passed the 
100th performance of Enrique 
Suarez de Deza’s “Jugar a Vivir” 
: “Play to Live”), Grosses here are 

air. 
_ Italian actress Emma Gramma- 
tica is still giving what local critics 
call “lessons in good acting” at the 
Ateneo, heading a strong cast 
which includes Iris Marga, Miguel 
Faust Rocha, Angelina Pagano, 
Fanny Navarro and Oscar Valicelli 
(all Argentine legit front-rankers), 
in a play by Eduardo Pappo, “The 
| House Without a Soul,” written 
| especially for the veteran Italian 
|actress. This is the best grossing 
dramatic production currently on 
view. 

Casino managers have announced 
a long list of foreign performers to 
appear in their musical revues this 
year, tashing in on the boom in the 
entertainment Screen come- 
dienne Nini Marshall, Mexican 
songster Tito Guizar, Ramsay 
Ames (who has appeared in Holly- 
wood pix with Abbott and Costello) 
and French chanteur Harry Dres- 
ler, are all slated for Casino shows 
during the 1948 season. 


French Pix Production 
Looms With 25 Rolling 


Paris, June 22. 

Spurred by a of more 
playing time for its own product as 
a result of the projected altera- 
tion of the Blum-Byrnes pact, 
French production has zoomed, 
aye 25 pictures — rolling. Only 
a few months ago five pictures were 
in work and several studios were 
shutting down. Recent studio la- 
bor trouble was settled after a 
three-day strike. 

Meanwhile, French exhibs are 
getting worried over U. S. reaction 
te the Gerraud-Jouve drastic tax 
bill which will come up for debate 
before the National Assembly 
within the next two weeks. An 
American boycott, which has been 
bruited around as inevitable if the 
bill is passed, would cause such a 
shortage that theatres would be 
forced to close. 

Even some producers are won-. 
dering what will happen to their 
native product if the masses get 
less cmema-minded. It's feared 
many theatres would have to give 
up films if U. S. clamped an eni- 
bargo on shipments to France and 
houses instituted a vaude policy. 


UA GRABS MEX ‘VENUS’ 

Adding to its roster of pix for 
exclusive Latin-American distribu- 
tion, United Artists has acquired 
the Mexican film, “La Venus de 
Fuego,” for release in the south- 
of-the-border market. 
_ Pic, produced by Salvador Osio, 
is a musical melodrama. 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


Federal Sureau of Investigation 





United States Department of Justice 
Washington, B. C. 


‘June 27, 1948 


The street on which crime flourishes is the street 
extending across America. It is the street with no 
name. Organized gangsterism is once again returning. 
If permitted to go unchecked, three out of every four 


Americans will eventually become its victims, 


Wherever law and order break down there you will 
find public indifference. And wherever law and order 
break down, there you will find the FBI meeting the 


challenge of the new criminal onslaught. 


20th Century-Fox revealed in "The House on 92nd 
Street" the story of the FBI at war! Now the same 
studio, with information adapted from our files and 
with the cooperation of this bureau, brings you the 
story of the FBI today--"The Street With No Name"! 


The STREET 
WITH NO NAME 


Starring 


~ MARK STEVENS - RICHARD WIDMARK 


«th Lloyd Nolan - Barbara Lawrence 
Directed by WILLIAM KEIGHLEY 
Produced by SAMUEL G. ENGEL 
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. wouid do so even if they could en- 
joy live talent in their own home. | picture is not too clear. When tele- 
“Instead of being afraid of what | 
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aging the boxoffice for quite a 
while yet. 

2. When it is felt, it wil! be tem- 
porary until the novelty wears off. | 
After that, “we'll digest it, just as | 
we digested the competition of 
radio.” 

3. We’ve got to find a way to use 
television to our own advantage. In 
other words, let’s eat video, instead 
of letting video eat us. 

Exhibs in many sections of the 
country, of course, are out of range 
of the comparative handful of tele- 
vision stations now operating and 
have no first-hand knowledge of 
what it may do te them. They are 
all surprisingly aware of the new 
medium, however. Typical is Wal- 
ter L. Morris, president of the Ten- 
nessee Theatre Owners Assn. and 
operator of three Knoxville houses. 
He states: 

“We haven't service yet through 
this section, but we are reading 
constantiy to keep up on progress.” 

A great many exhibs feel that 
video can be put to great use in 
filling theatre seats, rather than 
emptying them. Max A. Cohen, 
New York circuit operator, takes 
that view. He says: 

“Television can never hug the 
motion picture, but can only serve 
as a medium for inspiring the in- 
dustry to even greater heights. It 
can easily serve as a medium for 
creating: greater audiences for the- 
atres, i.e., the value of video in the 
future for advertising pictures is | 
inestimable. If there were 50,000,- 
000 sets in use, we could sell a pic- 
ture to the public overnight.” 

That optimistic view is widely 
held, but is not entirely unanimous. 
One of the dissenters is Robert W. 
Coyne, retiring exec director of the 
Theatre Owners of America. He 
takes undoubtedly the most serious 
view of anyone in show business on 
the dangers of TV to the bexoffice. 
His answers to Cohen's argument, 
as well as to the other arguments 
most consistently put forth by 
showmen looking for the bright 
side, are published herewith. 

The viewpoints which crop up in 
about 90% of the exhib replies re- 
ceived by VARIETY, and which 
Coyne endeavors to demolish, are 
(1) that TV can be a great sales 
agent for films; (2) TV will create 
new audiences for films; (3) people 
like to congregate; (4) televised 
pictures are inferior; and (5) tele- 
vision lacks the “boxoffice” to sup- | 
port fine screen entertainment. 


“*Ceoperate With Inevitable’ 


Idea of most theatremen that 
they've got to get into that televi-. 
sion act is typified by the approach | 
of the Associated Theatre Owners 
of Indiana, which states: “It may 
be that the only thing to do is to 
adopt Dale Carnegie’s favorite | 
maxim, ‘Cooperate with the enevi- 
table’.” 

Exactly how to go about that co- 
operating is, of course, what has 
the exhibs stumped. 

They are not the only ones who 
are puzzled, however, by ‘the ques- 
tion of exactly how they fit in. 
Most of Hollywood's top production | 
brains and New York’s distrib 
brasshats are busily engaged in try- 
ing to find the same answer as far 
as the activities of their own or- 
ganizations are concerned. 

Some exhibs see the uses of 
video in the theatre no more than 
as a comeon in the lobby—a short- 
sighted view as against the time 
most patrons may be expected to 
have sets in their own homes. Re- 
sults, so far, however, are reported 
to be good. Other exhibs go so far 
as to envision special events set up 
exclusively to be fed by video te 
networks of theatres, in order to 
compete with home television. 

Following are some of the more 
interesting observations of theatre 
operators and execs of exhib or- 
ganizations on the effect TV may 
have on the future of their busi- 


ness. 

Benjamin Berger, president of 
North Central Allied Independent 
Theatre Owners and operator of a 
number of his own houses in Min- 
nesota: 

“I am not concerned or worried 
about the competitive possibilities 
of television. Like all other gadg- 
ets, which television is, it will not 
keep the people away from the ro- 
mance and glamor of the theatre 
in any significant numbers. People 
will desire to congregate together 
for their entertainment and they 


Film Exhibs Want Tele Tieup 


Centinued from page 1 


television will do to the theatre, I 
think exhibitors ought to take ad- 
vantage of it and make it a real 
asset to their theatres.” 

Ted Mann, owner of the World, 
Minneapolis: 

“I definitely think television will 
become the most serious and dam- 
aging competition that has sprung 
up yet for movie theatres. While 
it may be a few years away yet, 
this opposition eventually will put 
a big dent in the boxoffice. Enter- 
tainment value of video will be 
substantially greater than radio. 
Even at present, with the few sets 
in. operation, there is some damage 


being done during baseball tele- 


vising and more is in prospect.” 


Jack Lloyd, operator of the Bibb 
theatre, Macon, Ga.: 


am sure it will interest many 


people.” 

Lauritz Garman, operator of four 
houses in Maryland: 

“The film.companies, whose in- 
fluence largely shapes the destiny 
of our industry, seem to be thor- 
oughly awake both to television’s 
possibilities and its limitations, and 
it behooves us exhibitors not to 
be alarmed or scared, but rather 
to be ready and willing to wel- 
come it as soon as it is apparent 
that we can benefit by doing so.” 

Herman Lorence, operator of the 
18th Street theatre, Erie, Pa.: 

“At the present time the nearest 
television studio is either Buffalo 
or Cleveland, and it has been im- 
possible to get a clear picture on 
ithe screen, therefore no ill effects 
have been felt at the box-office 
as yet. 

“Until such time as the sets are 
brought -down in the price range 
|of the average individual income, 
‘no effect will be felt at the box- 





Coyne Sees Tele’s Threat 


rt W. Coyne, retiring executive director of the Theatre 
oumin of America, sees the threat.of television to film houses as 
extremely serious. In reply to VARIETY’s query on the effect video 
may have, Coyne lists the five most-frequently-used arguments “by 
theatremen looking for a bright view in which to take refuge.” He 
follows each with his own oo Here they are: 

“1. Pictures on television will create new audiences for theatres 
by bringing about wider acceptation of the medium. 

“T believe it will bring wider acceptation of motion pictures but 
in the most convenient form—television. 

“2. People like to congregate. 

“They do, but most people like to congregate with a dozen close -, 
friends in a living room rather than a theatre if the entertainment 
is the same. Witness the number of theatre men who see all of 
their movies in private screening rooms. 

“3 Televised pictures are inferior. 

“They are, up to now. Granting that televised pictures continue 
to be inferior (which they will not) and that the projection lacks 
quality (which it does, as of now), the potential for competition is 
still very great. Witness the devastating competition from 16m in 
some areas with old pictures and poor projection. 

“4. Television lacks the ‘boxoffice’ to support fine screen enter- 
tainment. * 

“The financial format to make fine screen entertainment self- 


“It is my opinion that for -a\ office. My opinion is that those 
period of a few years, while tele-| who can afford the sets at the 
vision receivers are mere or less | present prices are not habitual 
in an experimental stage, and pro-| movie-goers anyway, so no effect 


grams offered are limited, tele- | will be noticed at the box-offices 
vision will offer no adverse effect of the neighborhood theatre. 
to theatre business. In fact, I be-|. “Even when the sets are sold 


lieve that theatres which install| at a price that the man with the 
television equipnrent may find this | average income can afford it will 
medium of offering a great box-| hurt possibly for a short time, but 


‘duced something superior, perhaps 


“Allied Independent Theatre Own- 


‘try should tie in with it wherever 


the American people and if our 
‘industry is on its toes, TV in the 


‘to the possibilities of television. 


is developed enough to be helpful 
/and 
‘maintain our position in providing 


, to fight them, and there will cer- 
‘tinly be a place for television in 





office stimulant. 
“However, if and when home re- | 
ception apparatus reaches mass 
production, and the accompanying 
low prices and better programs 
are offered to cover the broadcast 
time now used by radio stations, 
my business will suffer greatly. 
“It does not seem logical that 
people will drive to the theatre, 
take up the necessary time and} 
trouble finding parking space, pay 
their admission simply to hear and 
see what they can hear and see in 


| 
} 


if the quality of pictures are high 
no drop will be felt. Every city 
and town in the United States has 
its ‘‘Main Street’ and people gravi- 
tate towards it. for they like to 
mingle with the crowds. Nothing 
has hurt the take at the amuse- 
ment parks in the summer for that 
reason and nothing will hurt the 
motion picture theatres except bad 


| pictures.” 
Mare J. Wolf, general manager | 


of the Y&W Management Corp., 
Indianapolis: 
“It will be quite sometime before 





their own living room without any 
fuss and bother.” 

Ray Branch, president of Allied 
Theatres of Michigan and operator | 
of the Strand theatre, Hastings, 
Mich: 

“It will take years before we can | 
entertain this innovation as a real | 
threat ... In the far distant future | 
we may see it developed to the| 
point that it will be practical to | 
project television shows alongside 
the present film productions. But 
this, in my opinion, is so far away 
from realization that undoubtedly 
by that time we will have intro- 


third dimension, and this will 
prove to be of more interest or to 
offset television from a_ theatre 
standpoint.” 


oO. F. Sullivan, 


president of 


ers of Kansas and Missouri: 

“If you can't whip ‘em, join ’em’ 
has always been my policy. TV is 
inevitable and I believe our indus- 


possible. Nothing can ever take the 
place of mass entertainment with 


home will only stimulate more ex- 
tensive TV in the commercialized 
amusement field.” 


Bob O’Donnell, head of the In- 
terstate Circuit in Texas: 

“It would be a definite mistake 
for any showman to close his eyes 


We intend to be alert to capitalize 
on its possibilities when and if it 
at all times continue to 
entertainment. My personal opin- 
ion is that it will really supplant 
radio and, if this is true, then I 
believe it can be made as great an 
aid to our theatre business as radio 
has been.” 


Sidney Lust, operator of houses 
in Washington, D. C., Maryland 
and Virginia: 

“We cdefluitely plan to be active 
in theatre television because we 
feel it is good business to go along 
with new ideas instead of trying 


theatres. 

“How much of a place is hard 
for me or anyone else at this point 
to determine but if we ignore it, 
I do not feel it would be to our 
advantage. In fact, at the present 
time, I have a Colonial television 
set in the fover of my Kaywood 
Theatre in Mt. Rainier, Md. which 
throws a 7’ x 9’ picture—not too 
clear. 

._ “This has received much com- 
ment. My purpose in doing this is 
to test out the reaction of the pub- 
lic and i€ seems to be satisfactory 
despite the fact that as I said, the 


' time. 


television will affect the motion 
picture theatre to any great ex- 
tent. 

‘However, I feel just as certain 


that in the not too far distant fu- 


ture television will be perfected, 
and at that time the theatre men 
will fit television into our scheme 
of entertainment. I am not fear- 
ful about television. On the con- 
trary, I feel that this idea, when 


properly worked out, will probably | 
} 


help our business. 

“We may suffer at first, as we 
did with radio, but the hurt should 
soon change to help as time goes 
along.” 

Harry Brandt, New York circuit 
operator: 

“Television will not reach the 
point of saturation for quite some 
However, long before that 
the important happenings, news- 
wise, particularly, and sports-wise, 
definitely, will be telecast onto 
motion picture screens. The meth- 
ods used and the payments.to be 
made for theatre exhibition needs 
to be worked out. However, since 
it will be good business for tele- 
vision to be shown to the largest 
possible audience, and since it will 
be good business for exhibitors to 
play up to the largest possible au- 
dience, I am certain that this can 
be worked out. 

“T am therefore positive that tele- 
vision will be a great boon to 
motion picture exhibition as time 
goes on.” 

J. H. Thompson, president of 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
and Operators of Georgia and op- 
— of a house in Hawkinsville, 

a.: 

“Let us remember that the aver- 
age person, in search of entertain- 
ment, always likes to congregate 
where there are crowds and where 
they can see new faces. The wife 
particularly, after having spent the 
entire day at home arranging the 
meals and looking after other 
household affairs, does not care 
to spend her evenings there. Tele- 
vision will have to have something 
very unusual in order to get her 
to spend all her evenings at home. 

“The consensus of most people 
that I have talked with is that tele- 
vision in homes will be as quickly 
digested as radio was.” 

William K. Saxton, Loew’s and 
United Artists’ Baltimore theatres: 

“There is no question in my 
mind from observations made lo- 
cally that TV affects the boxoffice 
quite a bit, especially on nights of 
big events. At the rate television 
sets are being bought and installed 
and with night baseball and other 
prominent sports events, we are 
bound to feel it at the boxoffice. 

“Television must be brought in- 
to the theatre in some manner in 
order to cope with this up-and- 
coming competitor. True, good pie- 
tures will always draw, but if a big 
event of national scope were to be 





vision has been more improved, I 


televised and theatres had the fa- 


however. 


by television. 
“5. Radio helped movies and 


wise bolster movie attendance. 
“These parallels are not valid. 
is essentially a different medium 


Radio did help record sales. 


and classic music. 
more than once. 


tially motion pictures. 





supporting on television has not yet emerged. 
I predict that within one year television on its own will 
be able to support a production costing from $500,000 to $1,000,000. 
Most of us forget that the successive run practice can be utilized 


builds attendance at sporting events. 


It will emerge, _ 


musical reeord sales. Television 


The new medium will like- 


Radio did help the movies. Radio 
appealing only to the ear. Visual 


and audible entertainment possess natural advantages over radio. 
People like the replaying of popular 

People do not noticeably care to see pictures 
Television does build audiences for live shows. 
It does not follow that television would build movie audiences. 
From television to live shows is from pictures to flesh. 
is directly competitive to motion pictures, for television is essen- 
To argue that hundreds of thousands of 
new outlets for the same species of entertainment would not affect 
theatre attendance sharply is indeed wishful.” 


Television 
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jcility, we would at least have an 
/opportunity to compete with home 
' television.” 


A. J. Balaban, managing director 
Roxy theatre, N. Y.: 

|- “Television will only prove again 
‘that there’s nothing new under the 
isun, except an easier and more con- 
venient method of delivery sery- 
ice.” 


| Charles R. Gilmour, president 
Gibraltar Enterprises, Inc., Denver, 
Col: 

“You will recall, of course, the 
many wild ideas that were voiced 
|at the inception of radio. We’ have 
|an idea television, while it will be a 
| Step forward, will not hurt us to 
jany marked degree more than did 
,radio and we feel we will be in a 
position to digest it in the regular 
course of events. 


“We do not think from a theatre 


talking motion picture. We ‘feel | 
when television actually becomes a | 
reality in our business we will be + 
able to handle it without a great 


amount of difficulty.” 

Kermit C. Stengel, exec v.p., 
Crescent Amus. Co., Nashville: 

“Television in its early stages 
will probably hurt boxoffiee, but I 
think, like radio, television will 
‘gradually drift into a_ position 
, where it will be nothing more than 
another media of entertainment for 
the American public.” 





of Associated Theatre Owners of 


his own houses: 

“In one of my towns located 68 
miles from Cincinnati, we have in- 
stalled a receiver in the lobby. It 
has resulted in improved boxoffice 
grosses. We are so convinced of 
the worth of the experiment we are 
going forward with plans to install 
receivers in all of our theatres 
where conditions permit reception 
of signals. 


“One thing we can be sure of— 
we, as exhibitors, cannot stop prog- 
ress. Television is here—it is here 
to stay. Our problem is how can 
we put it to work for us. We know 
that there are 50,000,000 people in 
this country who do not patronize 
theatres regularly. If these people 
get a taste of motion pictures, they 
may become regular theatregoers.” 

Irving Levin, division manager, 
San Francisco Theatres, “Saya 

“Without being too sure exactly 
how we will make use of TV, we 
imagine that we will first use it as 
a special events attraction. In 
other words, I feei that the thea- 
tres will have the exclusive rights 
to certain specific. sports events, 
news events or especially prepared 

“I believe that there will be a 
temporary cut-in on show business 
by TV but it will be slight in its 
effect.” 





point of view television will have | 


Trueman T. Rembusch, president | 


Indiana and operator of a string of | 


Mike Naify, head of Golden 
State Theatres, California: 

“Unless they go in for large pro- 
ductions with big names, TV will 
have no marked effect upon exhib- 
itors. There should be no greater 
impact than when radio first came 
out. Of course, if the motion pic- 
ture people gave their big time pic- 
tures to TV it might have an im- 
‘portant competitive effect, but that 
is far fetched. Suppose you were 
an independent producer and had 
a picture that was adaptable to 
either TV or picture houses—which 
would you sell it to? Obviously the 
|picture houses could do the best. 
job and roll up the biggest income, 
and that’s. where the production 
‘would find itself. 
“It would seem to me that the 
picture houses will probably set up 
its picture schedules to allow for 
TV to be part of its program.” 
Dick Spier, division manager, 


any value at all as compared to the |N orthern California, Fox-West 


Coast Theatres: 

“Twentieth Century-Fox has ap- 
plied for a television channel in , 
San Francisco because it believes 
,that its interests-and activities in 
_show business are firmly cemented 
to the potentialities of TV. We feel 
that TV will be a useful contribu- 
_tion to the interest of theatregoers. 
|TV in our estimation should not be 
| considered a threat to the exhibitor 
‘but rather should stir an even 
‘greater interest in screen enter- 
‘tainment.” 








Coyne Warns 


Continued from page 7 


‘tain about the regular picture 
_house being able to use an exclu- 
'sive TV fight coverage such as for 
the Louis-Walcott champ bout and 
| Still retain regular patrons. The 
same held true, he felt, on big 
baseball games. Levy felt that 
there always are a limited number 
of sports enthusiasts in any com- 
munity and that they did not nec- 
essarily represent a majority of a 
theatre’s regular patrons. He made 
the point that exhibitors must re- 
fain their regular clientele. 

Individual New Jersey exhibs 
voiced alarm over inroads being 
made into the boxoffice by TV. One 
told of taverns which supplied pa- 
trons with special chairs in addi- 
tion to bar steols, so that patrons 
could look at TV shows comforta- 
bly. Another exhib said that a 
theatreowner in his community had 
bought a Korda picture only to 
find that it had been televised the 
night before it was scheduled to 
open in his house. Exhibitors at 
the meeting voiced the opinion that 
producers and distributors should 
be told they either could sell their 
product to the theatres or to TV. 
but not to both. 

As to combating TV in bars and 
taverns, exhibs felt that they could 
only fight a delaying action until 
some national policy on TV was 
adopted by the film industry. 
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RAW DEAL 





a Otma mim “RAW DEAL,” 
box-office successor to terrific “T-Men.” 
Produced by Edward Small with 
original “T-Men” team, it stars Dennis 
O'Keefe, Claire Trevor, Marsha Hunt. 












OLIVER 


ZT 1 Ram AO mic “OLIVER TWIST,” 
world-beloved Charles Dickens story. 





“Presented by J. Arthur Rank, and 


brought to the screen by the men 
who made “Great Expectations!” 





y 


HOLLOW 
TRIUMPH 


Paul Henreid and 
Joan Bennett, in*‘HOLLOW TRIUMPH,” 
star-teamed for big box-office in one 
of the most powerful man-woman 
stories ever filmed! 





LET’S 
LIVE 
A LITTLE 


Hedy Lamarr and 
Robert Cummings riotously together 
in “LET'S LIVE A LITTLE.” Marquee- 
powered stars in the laugh show 
headed for top grosses! 





S\CRamalelmuim "CANON CITY” 
—savage, factual drama of recent 
Colorado State Prison break. Told 
with the naked fury of truth. Intro- 
duces Scott Brady. 














Lois Butler, Ameri- 
ca’s new sweetheart, in “MICKEY.” 
Filmed in Cinecolor. Her glorious voice 
will thrill millions in this heart-warm- 
ing teen-age story. 








NORTHWEST 
"STAMPEDE, 





STAMPEDE,” years greatest outdoor 
action spectacle, in Cinecolor. Joan 
Leslie, James Craig, and Jack Oakie 


are starred. 





& 


“FTHE OLYMPIC — 2 
GAMES OF.1948 & 


CMe |. . the official 
echnicolor filmization of the “1948 
OLYMPIC GAMES,” presented by 
J. Arthur Rank. The biggest screen 
scoop of the year! 
















. ¢ ° 
Ng: 


‘TULSA * 





“TULSA,” in Tech- 
nicolor, starring Susan Hayward. 
Walter Wanger’s production is the 
rip-roaring spectacle of a brawling 
boom town! 













29 CLUES { 


Richard Basehart, 
th Scott Brady, in the much-discussed 
“29 CLUES’ Title is tip-off to one of 
the most dramatic manhunts ever 
filmed! Top exploitation thriller! 
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agree,” on the nationalistic atti- 
tude. 

Rank looks upon the Board of 
Trade’s ruling as a patriotic issue. 
In referring to Harold Wilson, 
president of the BOT, the British 
film tycoon uses the. collective 
“we in reference to the likeli- 
hood of recalcitrant exhibitors los- 
ing their theatre licenses. Since 
that comes under the BOT, the 
theatre license is as delicate as 
a liquor license would be to a dis- 
orderly cafe, saloon or nitery in 
America. 

‘Ne Retaliation’ : 

Rank and Davis at-the same time 
expressed hope for “no retaliation” 
and that Hollyweed would “send 
us some of their top product.” 
(Contrary to that, some top pix are 
already being playdated away from 
Rank’s Gaumont-British and Odeon 
circuits). 

Rank and Davis, while expecting 
the heated reaction from America 
—and it was quick in coming, i.e. 
“boycott British films,” etc.—at the 
same time said that “from Malay 
to Montevideo, 














and Madagascar 


are because it just is not 
right. In short, the poor pictures | 
were being paid for by the good 
ones. We paid 40° rental, let us| 
say, for a B and we lost maney, 


Major company, it now figures four 
and five, at least for the rest of °48, 
because Rank’s circuits are now 
dominantly British film-beoked, in- | 
cluding many reissues. These re-| 
issues are as recent as a year old, 
some still playing in the f 
as they're being rebooked for the 
key theatres. 

To this Rank states he wpped his | 
Canadian playdates from 5°) Brit- | 
ish films to 25° British. As for 


tover, giving him a cushion 
films on the 6 
tribute. In can easily be done, he 
avers, even unto the degree of hav- 
ing additional studio space avail- 
able for rent. (This is contrary 


oe 


orced Cri 


Continued from page 4 


|Partmer,” from Harry Sherman via 


jprerelase in New York and 








sis Rank | 





to the U. S. prodaction executives 


Catholic Pickets Ferce 


Implementing a Legion of De-' 





now here, whe, too, likewise have | 


his producers can maintain that | 
schedule of shooting). 

Rank gives partial answer to the | 
scheduling amd cost by stressing | 
that the leisurely methods of pro- 
duction of the past are over; that | 
the same amount of pre-production | 
preparation and budgeting obtain | 
here as in Hollywood; that costs 
have been shaved 25°) at least, for | 
that reason; that other extrava-| 
| Zamces are out, and so are the per- 
| somnel most addicted to such top- 
heavy costs. 


| 
| a 


has found to its serrew it has given 
a producer a releasing deal only to 
discover later that he is unable to | 
raise the coin te make the pictures. | 

The 10 films coming up are “Im- | 
pact” and “Sheila.” from Harry 
Popkin; “Champion,” from Stanicy 
Kramer’s: Screen Plays, Inc; 
“Weman's Prison,” from W. Lee 
Wilder; “Indian Scout” and “Treas- 
ure ef Monte Cristo,” from Edward 
Small; “Too Late for Tears” ‘Liza- 
beth Scott and Don DeFore), from 
Hunt Stromberg; “Tennessee's 














UA Crisis | 


Contineed frew, page 5 —— 





Enterprise; “Mrs. Mike,” fram Sam 
Bischoff, and “Lacky Stiff” ‘Der- 
othy Lamour, Brian Denievy, 
Claire Trevor), from the Bernard 
Laber-Jack Benny Enterprises unit. 

Currently Sheeting 
Shooting now is “Some Rain | 
Must Fall,” James Nasser produc- 
nis O'Keefe and Helen Walker. 
“Outpost in Morocco.” being made 
by Bischoff with George Raft star- 
red, has completed location shoot- 
ing in Africa and is awaiting start | 
of studio work in Califernia. Sey- 
mour Nebenzal’s “Atlantis.” which 
has been in the can for months, is 
to be partly reshot. It goes before 





All the rest of the UA product is | 
completed er so near compietion 
that it has been put on the sked for 
release between now and Nov. 15. 
Ten pix are included in this cate- 
dates: 

“So This Is New York” (Henry 


duced by William Cagney, now in | 


and released for Buddy Rogers and 
Ralph Cohn, Aug. 20; “Red River” 
(John Wayne, Montgomery Clift), 
produced by Howard Hawks, Aug. 
27 


“An Innocent Affair” (Fred Mac- 
Murray, Madeleine Carroll, Buddy 
Rogers), produced by James Nas- 
ser, Sept. 17; “Girl From Manhat- 
(George Montgomery, Dor- 

Bogeaus, 


building a temple to enshrine | 

idols. In view of the present 
lew admission prices, the temple 
would be much more profitable 
since Metro could sell candies and 
incemse to the natives. One local 
resident, in fact, has already of- 
fered to remove the statutes at her 
Own expense to another site. It's 
believed, i to i 


7 





Shanghai 
newspapers, that she has the same 
idea in mind, 








the cameras again in a few weeks. | j 


to change bills Menday (21). The-| 
atres, operated by the Randforce 
circuit, were the Ace 


Brooklyn. 
weekend as picket limes manned by 


NY. Nabes to Pall 2 Pix. 


TT 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Paramount's contract players are about to become men of 


distinction, 


devourers of breakfast food er any other commercial plug devised 


actor is paid for it or not. 


cency rap against two foreign films, |}. the studio's advertising staff. New pacts require thesps, including 
“Passionelle” and “Torment.” Cath- | sors and supporting artists, to be ready for advertising chores when. 
We | olic organizations forced three nabe over called upon. idea is to muscle into magazine, newspaper, bjl}. 
been wondering how Rank and/0T | +,.stres in Brooklyn and Queens ‘board and other ads with plugs for Paramount pictures, whether the 





and Parthe- | Enterprise's “The Other Love” is being released by Metro abroad. 
jnon in Queens, and the Kinema in with a different ending than was used in U.S. theatres. Both finales 


were shot at the time the Barbara Stamwyck-David Niven starrer wag 


the conventional happy bowout. 


ever last made. One finds Miss Stanwyck dying at the end, while the other has 
After testing both on American audi- 


reps of Holy Name Societies, Cath-| ences, United Artists, the domestic distrib, and Ent decided on the 


olic War Veterans and church or- | 
ganizations marched im frent of the | 


agers to mollify the opposition by that ending is being used abroad. 


boy-gets-girl curtain. 


Foreign audiences, on the other hand, with a customary leaning to 
theatres. Attempts of theatre man- | tragedy, preferred to see the star die of consumption. Result is that 


Film, which suffered mediocre 


toning down the marquee blurbs | grosses im the U.S., is doing much better comparatively in the foreign 


proved unsuccessful. Children were | 
on the picket lines chanting: “It's a | 
dirty picture—don't go in.” j 


market. 


Despite topnotch reviews and strong word-of-mouth, Metro is finding 
The pictures were withdrawn it extremely tough to sell “The Search,” the film made for it in Switzer. 


\from the Parthenem and Kinema jand and Germany by Lazar Wechsler. Film’s grim story and lack of 


after showing a couple of days. At | usual remantic angles is causing exhibs te shy away. 
Nevertheless, the picture appears certain to show a profit for the 
company, since it appears set to gross about $1,000,000 worldwide. It 


the Ace, the double bili was booked | 


to open Monday (21) but didn’t get a | 
chance to open. Randforce execs | 


cest approximately $250,000. 


It is doing better abroad than in the 


assured Catholic leaders that the U.S.. where it is getting its best biz on long runs in small houses in 


two pix would not play in any of 
the company’s other theatres. 


Mason Prexies SPG 
Hollywood, Jume 22. 
Lesley Mason of Warners is the 
new prexy of the Screen Publicists | 











No Solution on Brit. Quota 








Contimerd fream page 3 





Guild, with Bill Lyon of Metro |g; the Seciety of Independent | declared, “how the British govern- 
2s veepee. Other new officers in- | Wetion Picture Producers, who | ment take an action of this 


clude Chip Cleary, financial secre- 
tary; Barbara Best, recording sec- | 


retary; Len Shannon, treasurer, | 
and Milton Gottlieb, business | 
manager. 








! 
| 
| 


Continued frem page 1 





Par agreement, worked out with 
promoter Mike Jacobs’ 20th 
Century Sporting Club and the | 
Square Garden Corp., | 
will draw the majority of trade | 


Fox in Philly may run its demon- | 
stration as a private showing for | 
specialiy-invited audience ef Re- 


¥ 
= 


to | believed definite 
however, that Gillette will wel- 
come the theatre pickups, since it 
means that the razor outfit’s com- 
mercial plugs will be seen by 
patrons in both houses. 
Curious angle abeut all this was 
that despite the assurances fro 


F 


aE 
zt 
vill 





interests 
| 


accompanied Eric Johnston, prexy 
ef the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, to England last spring 
when the Angio-U. S. pact was 
negotiated, 

Several companies are adamant 
against action as strong 25 an em- 
bargo. The only thing that might 
cause them to change their minds 
would be further provocation by 


Picture Export Committee, 


of Trade and figured to be the one 
most responsible for British gov- 
ernment action. Several Yank 
execs took the view. however, that 
Rank and the government couldn't 


Meeting yesterday was a com- 
pact, down-to-fact conclave of top 
officials, following a session last 
Thursday (17) that was one of the 


} Britist 
pix may be expected to fall below 
their already Ww level of bookings 
in the U. S. 

While industry execs aren't opti- 
mistic that it will mean anything, 


_ they are hanging their hopes at the 


moment, anyway, on the protest 
registered with the State Dept. by 
Johnston (21). The 
MPAA topper asked State to do 


. | two things: 


1. “Te protest in vigerous terms 
to the British government i 
restriction” of the 45° quota. 

2. “To ask the British govern- 
ment to enter negotiations prompt- 
ly with our government to redace 
drastically or eliminate entirely 
this quota.” 


This protest is based on the 
charter of the international Trade 
npn, fo which the U. &. 

Britain were recently signa- 
teries in Havana, following months 
of negotiating sessions in Geneva. 
This called for freer trade among 
aations. Johnston claims the Brit- 


\tsh actions contravene it by in- 
creasing 


€& restrictions. 

Specific clauses on which John- 
ston based his protest are 19D and 
17. First one states: “Screen 
tas shall be subject to negotiation 
and shall accordingly be treated as 
customs duties fer purpeses of Ar- 
ticle 17.” a wag article relates to 
promises 0 signat povern- 
ments to reduce nie ieee, 
possible. 

—e on made Mandan et blast 

‘ press ring de- 
livery of his protest note te Secre- 
tary of State Marshall. 

“We just cannot understand,” he 


kind at a time when the United 


| States is spending billions of dol- 


\lars en behalf of world economic 
|\wecevery. The key to world re- 
\covery for which America is striv- 
| ing is the strengthening and broad- 
,ening of world trade and com- 
| mence.” 

| Calling the quota “a gratuitous 
|affromt to the American industry, 


f 


the quota. 
itish studios 
only 22°% of the total fea- 


developed with BCA. | the form of diatribes against Rank tures registered in Britain for the 
| personally even more than against 
| Harold Wilson, prez of the Board half 


| past fowr years and ef these nearly 
were under 4000 feet in 
| length, and thus were actually only 
| featurettes. That means actual fea- 
ures comprised only 14%. 


U Preps Big July 
With 4 World Preems 


Universal will go all out on per- 





exploitation during July which the 
tagged as world- 
Special campaign is 
up on a record four 
openings during the stanza. 
pic is the Monty Shaff- 
. Resenberg production 
“Man-Eater of Kumaon.” which 
preems July 1 at the N. Y. Winter 
Garden. Others are “Feudin’, 
Fussin’ and A-Fightin’.” Tri-State 
circuit, Omaha and Deis Moine, 
\July 8; Walter Wanger’s “Tap 
‘Roots,’ Goldman theatre, Phila- 
@elphia, July 14, and Nunnally 
_Jobmson’s “Mr. Peabody and the 
'Mermaid,” Hollywood theatre, At- 
'Lantic City, July 28. 


AVC NAMES GEISON 
Washington, June 22. 
American Veterans Committees 
national directorate dipped into 
show business to draw its new pub- 
lic relations directors. Tapped for 
the post is Sam Geison, who pre- 
vieusly served with Columbia and 
Universal as Broadway columnist 
writer 











Continued 
img K-B to enter into the deal with 


Warners to the competing 
theatre. As part of the settlement, 
\both Warners and K-B agreed to 
theatre which Kass 
or to pay the firm 
There was a deadline 00 


Following the New York anti- 
4 says K-B, Warners 
to back out, leaving 
the bag. Now K-B 1s 
ng to a theatre which 
weuld build fer the two part- 
ies but Warners says nothing doing. 
K-B does not want to gt oe 
. threat- 


f 


Current action is to get Warners 
out ef the MacArthur, so that K-B 
cgn handle the whole rental deal 
with .Kass, thereby saving the 
forfeit. 
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LULU BELLE 
‘was a low-down gal with 


highfalutin ideas... 
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7 co-starring GE rT RGE 


Albert Dekker - Otto Kruger - Glenda Farrell - Greg McClure 
Based upon the play by Chertes Mantether and Edwend Sheldon, 
prodzced by David Bolasce 


Directed by LESLIE FENTON 
A BENEDICT BOGEAUS PROBUCTION 
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Picture Grosses 








No Night Ball, So Biz 
ie 
In Seattle Is Better; 
rT ‘Dp: > Ql 
City’ 7G, ‘River’ 856 
Seattle, June 22. 

It’s the difference between day 
and night with no night baseball 
here. Cooler weather also is a help, 
with nearly all spots having a good 
weekend. Plethora of holdovers is 
a handicap, however. “Big City, 
at Palomar, is only fairly good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Other Part Forest” (U) and “Lead 
Soldiers (20th) (m.o.). Mild $3,000. 
Last week, “Silver River’ (WB) 
and “Kings of Olympics” (UA) 
im.o.}, $2,898. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
— Remember Mama” (RKO) and 
“Rusty” (Col) (3d wk). Good $7,- 
500. Last week, big $9,300. 

Liberty (Ind) (1,650; 45-80)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col). (4th wk). 
Fine $8,000. Last week, solid $10,- 
800. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)— 
“Miracle of Bells’ (RKO) «and 
“Western Heritage” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Trim $3,500. Last week, $3,700. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G) (4th wk) and 
“Wouldn't. Be In Your Shoes’ 
(Mono). Good $7,000. Last week, 
$7,860. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“River Lady” (U) and “Capt. Boy- 
cott” (U). Okay $8,500. Last week, 
“Part of Forest” (U) and ‘13 Sol- 
diers” (20th), mild $6,600. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80) 
—‘“Big City” (M-G) and “Old Los 
Angeles” (Rep). Fairly good $7,000. 
Last week “State of Union” (M-G) 
(7th wk), good $1,800 in 2 days. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
“Fort Apache” (RKO) and “Fight- 
ing Mad” (Mono) (2d wk). Okay 
$8,000. Last week, great $15,000. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80) 
—“Pirate” (M-G). Nice $5,500. Last 
week, “Summer Holiday” (M-G) 
and “Exposed” (Rep) (4th wk), fine 
$4,800. 


Regards’ Best in Buff., 
1546; ‘Express’ Slow 106 


Buffalo, June 22. 
Biz is dragging here this session. 
Best bet looks like “Give My Re- 
gards to Broadway” but it is not 


ock. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Give Regards to Broadway” (20th) 
and “Waterfront at Midnight” 
(Par). Nice $15,500. Last week, 
“Big City’ (M-G) and “Fury at 
Furnace Creek” (20th), thin $9,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) 
—“Pirate” (M-G) and “Who Killed 





‘Doc’ Robin?” (UA) (2d wk). Down | *95 


to very mild $8,500. Last week, 
trim $15,500. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—“The 
Smugglers” (EL) and “Web of Dan- 
er” (Rep). Good $7,500. Last week, 
‘Big Punch” (WB) and “Flowing 
Gold” (WB) (reissue), $5,300. 
Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Letter from Unknown Woman” 
(U) and “Are You with It” (U). 
Fair $11,000 or a bit better. Last 
week, “Coroner Creek” (Col) and 
“Woman from Tangier” (Col), fine 
$15,000. , 
20th Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 
40-70)—“Berlin Express” (RKO) 
and “The Flame” (Rep). Modest 
$10,000 or near. Last week, “Fight- 
ing Father ” (RKO) and 
“Rocky” (Mono) plus fight films, 
stout $16,000. 


OMAHA 
(Continued from page 11) 


on stage. Socko $20,000. Last week, 
“Tender Years” (20th) and Horace 
Heidt orch on stage, $2 





CINCINNATI 


(Continued from page 9) 


Trim $15,000. Last week, “Arch of 
Triumph” (UA), $14,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-75) — 
“Pirate” (M-G). Hotsy $14,500. 
Holds. Last week, “Homecoming” 
(M-G) (3d wk), 9 days, lusty $9,000 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75) — 
“Bring ’Em Back Alive” (RKO) (re- 
|issue). Supported by Frank Buck’s 
p.a. opening day, WLW “Morning 
Matinee” 90-minute audience par- 
ticipation show starring Ruth 
Lyons, with added giveaways, on 
stage six mornings, at $1 admish 
for adults and 50 cents for juves, on 
itiein with Enquirer to give Cincy 
| Zoo a new gorilla. : 
|Holds. Last week, “Woman in 
| White” (WB) and Graziano-Zale 
| pix, hefty $9,000. 

Keith’s (‘City inv.) (1,542; 50-75) 
“All My Sons” (U) (2d wk). Good 
$7,000 after big $9,000 preem. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)—“Ful- 
ler Brush Man” (Col). Fifth down- 
town session. Hot $5,500. Last 
week, “Silver River’ (WB) (m.o.), 





same. yi 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75) — 
“Furnace Creek” (20th). Lively 


$12,000. Last week, “Hazard” (Par 
and Graziano-Zale pix, $11,500. 

Shubert (RKO) 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA) 
Fairish $5,000. Last week, “Fuller 
Brush Man” (Col) (m.o.) (3d wk), 
swell $6,500. 





‘‘Holiday’-Vaude Torrid 
$27,000 in Listless D.C. 


Washington, June 22. 

General outlook is dull this ses- 
sion, with interest in the closing 
days of 81st Congress plus excite- 
ment over the GOP convention, 
cutting biz. Despite general dol- 
drums, “Summer Holiday” at 
Loew’s Capitol, looks hot with help 
of vaude. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-80)— 
“Summer Holiday” ‘M-G) plus 
vaude. Sock $27,000, despite 
town’s attention to GOP meet. 
Last week, “Scudda Hoo” (20th) 
with vaude, so-so $18,000. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 44-70) 
—‘‘Homecoming” (M-G) (2d run). 
Nice $8,000. Last week, “Pirate” 
(M-G) (m.o.), disappointing $7,000. 

Dupont (F. W. Mann) (400; 50- 
85)—‘‘Farrebique” (Siritsky). Ex- 
cellent $4,000 for foreign pic. Last 
week, “Mill on Floss” (Indie) (re- 
issue) (3d wk), fine $3,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-74)— 
“Fighting Father Dunne” (RKO). 
Fairish $10,000, with Graziano- 
Zale fight pix not helping. Last 
week, “Another Part of Forest” 
(U), same. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-70) 
—“Big Punch” (WB).  Sluggish 
$7,000 for first-run. Last week, 
“Coroner Creek” (Col), solid 


Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA) (2d wk). 
Skidded to very thin $11,000 after 
okay $20,000 last week. 

Pic (Lewis) (500; 60-44) — “In- 
visible Man” (Indie) and “Invisible 
Man Returns” (Indie) (reissues). 
Sock $3,000. Last week, “Henry V” 


(UA) (2d wk), hot $7,500 with 
90c.-$1.20 scale. 
Warner (WB) (2,154; 44-74)— 


“Letter Unknown Woman” (U). 
Okay $15,000. Last week, “Fuller 
Brush Man” (Col), sturdy $18,000. 


Fuller’ Wow $21,500, Port. 


Portland, Ore., June 22. 
“Fuller Brush Man” at Para- 
mount and Oriental and “Home- 
coming” at United Artists are draw- 
ing the real coin this week despite 
generally poor biz around town. 
“Remember Mama” is ace holdover. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 
—‘‘Silver Rivers” (WB) and “King 
of Olympics” (UA) (2d wk). Ex- 
cellent $6,000 or better. Last week, 





$21,400. 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— | $9,300 


(RKO) and 
(Col). Fine 
$7,000. Last week, “Sign of Ram’ 
ssn and “Strawberry Roan” (Col), 


500. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
65)—“‘Give Regards to Broadway” 
(20th). Good $11,500, and move- 
over to Omaha. Last week, “B. F.’s 
iter” (M-G), $10,200. 

Lo Sa pear 16-65) 

an ‘ 

Kansan” (Mast) (reissues). Nice 
fot g Hast Week, “Naked City” 
sane Challenge” (20th) 


9,300. 

Music Box (H-E) (1,000; 50-85)— 
“Remember Mama” (RKO) and 
“Return Whistler” (Col) (m.o.). 
oe $4,500. Last week, “Miracle of 
Bells” (RKO) and “Port Said” 
(Col) (2d wk) (5 days) (m.o.), oke 
$1,500. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85) — 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 
“Love From Stranger” (EL). Day- 
date with Paramount. Sock $7,000 


‘The | or near. Last week, “Green Grass” 


(20th) and “Docks of New Orleans” 
(Mono) (m.0o.), $2,800. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“Coroner Creek” (Col) and “Best 
Man Wins” (Col). Okay $6,500. 

eek, “Remember Mama” 
a 


Last we 
-| (RKO) and “Return Whistler” (Col) 





week, (2a wk) (5 days), $5,800. 





Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 


Great $15,000. | 








(2,100; 50-75)— 
(m.o.). | 





83 ROCKY MT. THEATRES 
IN ‘CANON CITY’ PREEM 


Canon City, Cole., June 22. 


Largest territorial day-and-date 
blitz campaign in the six Rocky 
Mountain states yet attempted will 
shove off July 6 when Eagle Lion’s 
“Canon City” preems in at least 83 
theatres of the sector. Mass open- 
ings follow world preem of the 
Bryan Foy pic, July 2, in this town 
where the jailbreak, dramatized in 
the film, took place just six months 
ago. 

Mapping a big ballyhoo cam- 
paign, EL will host the governors 
of six states, led by Governor Lee 
Knouse, of Colorado, at the world 
preem planned as a testimonial to 
Ray Best, warden of the state peni- 
tentiary. Distrib is shooting at 150 
day-and-date openings in all. 

As one of the bally stunts, EL is 
building prison towers on the mar- 
quees of the Webber and Denver 
theatres in Denver. In the tower 
will be posted a guard manning a 
phoney machinegun and _ search- 
light. Every half hour, 12 guys 
hired for the stint will simulate a 
break *from the tower while the 
= pops away and sirens sound 
off. 








Wall Street 
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ceived from judicially-ordered sale 
of theatres in the anti-trust suit in 
return for surrender of a portion 
of the stock. The alternative would 
be acquisition by Paramount on the 
open market of large blocks of its 
common, with retirement of that 


stock following. In either instance, 
earnings per share would be boost- 
ed while cash found its way to 
stockholders on principal. 


Main point of Balaban statement, 
generally disregarded, Paramount- 
ers say, is that the company has 
book values fixed on properties 
which are fantastically low. Any 
liquidation, therefore, would pay 
off far more in cash than the actual 
sums scored in the company’s 
ledgers. Moreover, pointing up the 
low price on Par common is the 
fact that outstanding common is 
now quoted at a total just about 
equal to the book value of all Par- 
amount holdings. 


The 7,000,000 or so shares out- 
standing are quoted in the low 20’s 
or at an approximate value of $145,- 
000,000, equalling book value. Ex- 
ample, however, of the dispropor- 
tion of book to actual value is fig- 
ure of $12,000,000 fixed by Par’s 
ledgers on the 1,100 partner-held 
theatres. In one year, 1946, com- 
pany earned more than that total 
from these chains. In ’47, amount 
was almost reached. 


Company’s holdings in DuMont 
Television Co. is another striking 
instance. Book value is set at the 
original purchase price of $560,000. 
That has ho relation to actual 
worth, which is estimated at $6,- 
000,000 or more. Paramount offi- 
cials have testified that the com- 
pany would sell for $10,000,000. 

Paramount building in New York, 
site of the homeoffices, points up 
the moral. Building is scored in the 
books at $1. Real estate experts 
estimate its real value at about 
$12,000,000. Moreover, there is no 
mortgage on the structure. 

None of Par’s more than 1,300 
theatres has a mortgage against it. 
It means sale of any of these 
houses would bring heavy cash 
— without dilution to meet 

ens. 





U’S 25c DIVVY 
Universal has declared a quar- 
terly dividend of 25c. per share 
on outstanding common stock. 
Divvy will be paid out July 31 
to stockholders of record, July 15. 





“Love From A Stranger” (EL), also 
Oriental. Terrific $14,500. Last 
week, “Hazard” (Par) and “Water- 
ate at Midnight” (Par), thin 


’ 


Playhouse (H-E) (1,200; 50-85)— 
“Hazard” (Par) and “Waterfront 
Midnight” (Par) (m.o.). So-so $1,- 
— Rare — “Tron Curtain” 
20th) and “To Victor” 
wk) (m.o.), $1,200. an ho 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85)—‘‘Homecoming” (M-G). Torrid 
$14,000 or close. Last week,, “Bride 
Goes Wild” (M-G) (2d wk), $6,400. 
as Guild (Parker) (427; 50-85) — 
Arch of Triumph” (UA) (2d wk) 
stees Trim $1,500. Last week, 












Price Cuts 
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ensuing weeks will offer concrete 
evidence of whether prices or ptt- 
tures form the chief lure for Broad- 
way filmgoers. 

Mayfair cut its admission tab 
from a top of $1.80 to a $1.25 top. 
Move has reportedly jumped at- 
tendance over 1,000 admissions 
daily for “Time of Your Life,” end- 
ing its fourth week there today 
(Wed.). On June 8, for example, 
the Mayfair grossed $2,720 under 
the old scale. The first day the 
new scale took effect, the house 
pulled in $2,630. Second day of re- 


duced price structure biz was even | 


better with $2,750, as against $2,720 


on comparable day a week before | 


under the old scale. 

Astor theatre, several weeks ago, 
cut its price to 70c-$1.50 from a 
previous top of $1.80. Reduction, 
so far, is intended for the life of 
Walt Disney’s “Melody Time,” 
present tenant. 

Loew’s hasn't yet set its new 
scale for the State, but it’s expected 
to be jumped to either $1.50 or 
$1.80 top from its present $1.25 top. 
lg line with Metro’s decision to slot 
some of its highest-budgeted pro- 


.|duct into this house in converting 


it into a deluxe showcase, “Three 
Musketeers,” co-starring Lana 
Turner, Gene Kelly and Van Heflin, 
is tentatively slated to follow 
“Easter.” “Luxury Liner,” a Joe 
Pasternak Technicolor musical, will 
probably go in after that. 


Loew’s has nearly finished an | 
extensive redecorating job on the | 


State, prior to launching the new 
policy. 





Loop Houses Tab 
Chicago, June 22. 

Jackson Park decision, which has 
wiped out all clearances between 
Loop houses and nabes, is forcing a 
cut in admissions for firstruns. 
Hard hit by the lack of clearance 
which has kept patrons from the 
Loop, Balaban & Katz yesterday 
(Mon.) made a radical move to slash 
prices in a try at matinee audi- 
ences. B & K is seeking to over- 
come the patrons’ desire to save 
money by waiting the shortened 
time it takes a film to reach the 
nabes now. 

John Balaban said Loop morning 
prices would be cut to 50¢ (tax 
included), a cut of 50%: afternoon 
price cut will be 65c, cut of one- 
third; and evening priees will re- 
main the same—98c, B&K had a 
straight 98c policy for all Loop 
houses, with the exception of the 
Garrick, which started at 37c. 
Slash will take effect Thursday 
(24). New prices will also be in 
force weekends and holidays. 

RKO theatres have contacted 
New York and while no changes 
have been made as yet, it is ex- 
pected that Grand and Palace, 
RKO properties, will reduce their 
67¢ matinee price to conform with 
B&K. LEssaness, local chain, and 
owners of the Oriental and Woods, 
is not making any move to lower 
its straight 98c price as yet. 


16m Stock 


Continued from page 3 


since practically all recorded-on- 
film programs are in 16m as a re- 
sult, industryites see a terrific 
shortage which will stymie that 
system before many more months. 

Eastman Kodak, largest pro- 
ducer of narrow-gauge, turns out 
some 500,000,000 feet annually, 
EK won't be able to boost its out- 
put substantially without the build- 
ing of new plants. Dupont, second 
largest producer, knocks out some 
250,000,000 feet annually while 
Belgium Gevaert manufactures 
slightly under that figure. 

United World Films—the largest 
consumer—now needs at least 
220,000,000 feet. Indicative of the 
tremendous call for rawstock is the 
fact that Louis de Rochemont As- 
sociates will require 50,000,000 
feet for its series of 36 geographic 
shorts contracted for delivery to 
UWF. Jerry Fairbanks, handling 
eth earn e a of the NBC tele 

etwork, also is a tremen 
of the acetate. aa) sped 

Complicating the situation is the 
factor that development of 16m is 
necessarily at a slower pace than 
that of 35m. Dupes can't be 
knocked off simultaneously, and 
the entire process runs at a lower 
speed. 

Growing use of newsreels over 
tele- nets, with the tremendous 
boost in print footage resulting, is 
gg straining production capac- 

















Metro Guarantees 


Million Bank Loan 
On National, L’ ville 


New bank loan of $1,000,000 ad- 
vanced to the Louisville Operating 
Co., owner of the National theatre 
Lou®ville, has been guaranteed by 
Metro, 50% owner of the house. 
Metro’s partner in the National 
operation, United Artists Theatre 
Circuit, has agreed to idemnify 
M-G for half the sum under terms 
of the pact. 


Metro’s guarantee goes to the 
Massachusetts Mutual Life Insur- 
,ance Co., which has advanced 
| $750,000, and to First National 
Bank of Boston, bankroller for the 
other $250,000. Insurance com- 
pany is to be paid off by Louisville 
Operating on semi-annual instal- 
ments of $25,000 from Nov. 1, 1953, 
| to Nov. 1, 1957, when balance of 
| $525,000 falls due. Interest rate 
is 316% yearly. 
| First National is to collect in- 
| Stalments of $25,000 semi-annual- 
ily, starting Nov. 1, 1948, at 215% 
|interest. Terms include provision 
| that if the Government anti-trust 
suit forces purchase of one part- 
ner’s interest by the other, entire 
obligation will be assumed by the 
purchaser. 


Louisville Operating is owned 
directly by Penn-Federal Enter- 
prises, with Metro and United Art- 
ists each sharing 50% stock inter- 
ests in P-F. 














——, 


WB Unloading | 
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(1,054), Palace (1,781) and War- 
ner (2,027). 


Circuit has two theatres in 
Lynn, the Waldorf and Warner, 
but there are four other houses in 
the town, which is a competitive 
situation. In Springfield, Warners 
hold two out of 12 houses. WB 
houses are the 1,768-seat Capitol 
and the 934-seat Art. Town, obvi- 
ously, issompetitive so far as War- 
ners is concerned. 

Ansonia, Conn., is another town 
in which WB owns both houses, 
the Capitol (1,668 seats) and the 
Tremont (498). In Bridgeport, WB 
controls only two out of 21 thea- 
tres, the Merritt (977) and War- 
ner (1,332). In Bristol, Conn., it 
owns two out of three, the Bristol 
(815) and Cameo (1,634). Third 
house is a 686-seater. 


In Danbury, Warners owns all 
three theatres, the Capito] (1,490), 
Empress (1,313) and Palace (1,- 
999). In Hartford it has only two 
out of 16, while in New Britain it 
has three out of seven. One of its 
houses there, the Capitol, is closed 
indefinitely. 


In South Norwalk, WB has two 
of the town’s three theatres. The 
other, the Empress, is owned by 
M&P. In Torrington, Conn., WB 
has the three largest out of four 
houses. They include the 1,028- 
seat Alhambra, which is closed; 
the Palace (1,139) and Warner 
(1,850). In Willimantic, Conn., 
Warners controls two houses, with 
the third a 450-seater. WB thea- 
tres are the Capitol (1,550) and 
Gem (668). 

In addition to the above, WB 
has single houses in seven towns 
in Connecticut and four in Massa- 
chusetts. Its theatre is the only 
one in a number of these situa- 
tions. 

There is no indication of which 
of its houses WB is now offering 
for sale, but it is assumed they 
include the ones above in the most 
closely-controlled situations. Buyer 
is also unrevealed. Mentioned in 
reports is Si Fabian, indie circuit 
operator in New York, but no con- 
firmation of this could be had. 


Exhibs Bow 
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ness on the distributor. Violation 
of the ukase would put the distrib 
out of pocket, not the theatre op- 
erator. E 

While other companies are main- 
ly limiting their clearance-slashing 
to theatres located in the same 
town or city, U is going further. 
Company is also revamping the 
time-spacing between different !o- 
cales. 

Circuits put eup a strong re- 
sistance to earlier attempts «t 
clearance reductions, sales biggies 
say. Previous efforts were met with 
threats of reprisals and switches 
in bookings to other companies. 
That attitude no longer holds, it 
is said. 
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PHoooese 


Clips from 


CHICAGO ) 
Clark Baker, Columbia sales- | 
man in Detroit branch, named | 





+ooe 


manager of company’s Des Moines 


exchange, replacing Mel Evidon, | 
resigned. 

Burton Holmes Films, founded | 
over 30 years ago by Burton | 
Holmes, travelog producer sold | 
to Crescent Film Laboratories. | 


Monroe theatre, which has been 
firstrun for last four months, gone 
back to second-run, double 
tures 


Bill Gaddoni., 


} 


Metro salesman, 
upped to branch manager in! 
Omaha, replacing Jerry Mac- 
Glywn, who is placed in charge | 
of Des Moines office. D. C. Ken- | 
nedy, in charge of Des Moines. | 
enters exhibition. 


CHARLOTTE 


After two and a half days, sum- 

mer meeting of the Theater Own- 
ers of North and South Carolina 
will adjourn this week at Myrtle 
Beach, S. C. Besides resolutions 
and other business, convention 
was addressed by Gael Sullivan, 
Herman H. Levy, and State Sen- 
ator Roy Rowe. 
_ It looks as if 16m is coming into 
its Own in this area, eastern North | 
Carolina particularly. Some exhibs 
say if terms from distribs are not 
in line with decreased boxoffice 
returns, they will be forced to! 
switch to narrow. gauge film where | 
peceatee can be secured for 25-50% | 
eSS, 

Col. Bert Davis, former assistant 
divisional manager for SRO, re- 
Signed and will be succeeded by 
to Tower, formerly with Eagle 
Jion. 














Film short, “Driven To Kill,” is 
keynoting the safety campaign here | 
this month with Kansas City Pub- | 
lic Service Co., Fox Midwest Thea- | 
tres and others cooperating with | 
city officials. Short is booked solid | 


a } 


Always -- 
THE SHOWMAN’S FRIEND 
in L04 Angeles 
500 aie Rooms 


with bath and radio 
“Everything New but the Name” 


ALEXANDRIA HOTEL 


Fifth at Spring @ Los Angeles 
FRANK WALKER, General Manager 
Formerly at Olmsted, Cleveland, O. 
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Film Row 


in Fox houses and several inde- 
pendents. 
Howard Jameyson, vet film in- 


| dustry figure in midwest, is retir- 


ing as manager of Fox Midwest’s 
District Three with headquarters in 
Wichita. Jameyson, with over 35 
years in distribution and exhibi- 
tion, takes off July 1 for Colorado 
and a long vacation. Fred Souttar 
becomes manager of Wichita dis- 
trict, moving over from St. Louis 
and District Four. John Meinardi, 


goes to St 
trict Four. 


Kansas drive-in is meeting com- | prexy of Texas Allied Theatres, ex- | 
| petition of the Missouri drive-in by | plained the advantages of 
Rube | setup. 


talent. 
booked in 


live 
manager, 


bringing in 
Finkelstein, 
ing with “The Swordsman,” 
regular prices. 
drive-in has offered live taient. 
Kanfox Realty Corp., organized 


| 





‘ 


Berquist, owner of the town’s two 
theatres, has never paid the daily 
license. The city officials are ac- 
cused of being delinquent in their 
duties in not collecting the fee. 


ST. LOUIS 


More than 30 exhibitors from 
eastern Missouri and southern Illi- 
nois last week voted to permanent- 
ly organize as the Mid-Central 
Allied Theatre Owners, Inc., and 
seek national affiliation with Allied 
States. Andy Dietz, prime mover 
in new organization, was named 
head of a committee of 12 to per- 
fect plans for the permanent 
group and be prepared for an elec- 
tion of officers in two months. Tru- 





fea- | who has been film buyer and assist- | man Rambusch, Indianapolis, head 
jant to Lon Cox at homeoffice here, | of / 
Louis to take over Dis- | Indiana, 


Associated Theatre Owners of 
and treasurer of Allied 
States, and Col. H. A. Cole, Dallas, 
new 


L. A. Mercier and his brother, 


/'KMBC Brush Creek Follies, team- | Val Mercier, owners of picture the-| for release are “The Adventures of | 
at |atres in Fredericktown and Perry- | 
It’s first time a/ville, Mo., are buying a nabe in 


Daiias. 
Until its lease expires in 1950, 


by 20th-Fox to take title to Peo- | the State in Nashville, Tll., owned 


ples theatre, Chanute, Kans. 


New | by Mrs. Alpha Hisey, will continue 


company’s authorized capital of 400 | to occupy the building. New house 
shares was acquired by Fox Mid-j| will be erected before lease runs 


west Theatres 


acquired by Fox Wisconsin Thea- 
tres. Purpose of new company not 
disclosed. 


CINCINNATI 


Jack Silverhorne switched by 
Telenews Theatres from Detroit to 
replace Ben Cohen as manager of 
the Strand here. Cohen moves to 
the chain’s Cleveland theatre. 

Jesse Chinich replaced William 
Boraeck as film buyer and booker 
for Northio Theatres, Inc., Para- 





mount affiliate, operating 15 the-- 


atres in Ohio, Kentucky and West 
Virginia. 

Ed A. Wheeler, formerly with 
Astor Pictures, appointed midwest 
district manager for Sack Amus. 





Enterprises, Dallas. He's head- 
quartering here. 
TORONTO 
Clare Appel, head of Motion 


Picture Theatres Assn. of Ontario, 
recently resigned and was re- 
placed by H. C. D. Main, formerly 
veepee. Director Roy Miller moves 
into Main’s former post. Although 
stepping out as chief, Appel will 
remain active as a director. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


W. R. Frank, independent circuit 
owner and Hollywood producer, 
has launched a new promotion 
here, an elaborate restaurant and 
shopping center built around his 
Boulevard, deluxe nabe house here. 
He has a similar setup as part of 
his West Twins theatre project in 
suburban St. Paul. Frank has re- 
turned to Hollywood to supervise 
resumption of production on his 
“Dan Patch,” film on famous trot- 





ter. 

Included in a long list of alleged 
irregularities charged by Richard 
Golling, state public examiner, 
against the city of Chisholm, Minn., 
is failure of its officials to collect 
the $3 daily theatre license fee im- 
posed by the city charter. Gol- 








ling in his report charges that C. L. 
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‘THE EMPEROR WALTZ’ 


Coler by TECH NICOLOR 
A Paramount Picture 


Spectacular Stage Presentation 














DAN DAILEY 
‘Give My Regards to B’way’ 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture in Technicolor 
On Variety Stage—The Andrews Sisters 
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
On ico Stage— 











Ethel Miles opens a new 500-car 
drive-in here about July 1. It is 
a re 








Twentieth also has | out. 
ja new unit in Delaware, Fox Re- 
serve Corp., with authorized stock | joined sales staff of Monogram | Start are 


Sol Hankin, vet film salesman, 


here. Rubin Rosenblatt became 
manager of exchange June 1. 

Facelifting jobs completed on 
United Artists and Columbia ex- 
changes on film row. 

Tri-State Theatre Corp., owner 
of filini and LeClaire theatres, Mo- 
line, Ill., is resisting recently en- 
acted 4% city amusement tax in 
the courts while four other houses 
are paying the tax under protest. 
Case against Tri-State is pending 
in Moline courts. 


TOLEDO 


Madrid theatre in Port Clinton. 
O. scheduled to be remodeled and 
reopened soon by Toledo exhibitor 
Jack O’Connell whose lease to the 
house was recently upheld here by 
the district court of appeals. Pop- 
ular Theatres & Amusements, Inc., 
former lessee, claimed its lease on 
the theatre was valid, but the court 
ruled that failure to pay rent over 
a five-month period constituted 
abandonment. 


LOS ANGELES 


Elimination of waste and adjust- 
ments of operation budgets will 
save more than $2,100,000 yearly 








-\for National Theatres chain of 575 


houses, according to George Bow- 
ser, general manager Fox West 
Coast, back from tour of NT cir- 
cuit. This corrective policy was 
made necessary because of 15° 
boxoffice drop. Savings were ef- 
fected, Bowser explained, through 
elimination of wasteful operation 
developed during war years. There 
was no general dropping of em- 
ployees. 

Henry Gottlieb bought Granada 
theatre, downtown 520-seater, 
from Chris R. Maffry. 


NEW YORK 


Metro shorts sales manager Wil- 
liam B. Zoellner, who has charge 
of company’s reprints and impor- 
tations division, returned this week 
to homeoffice after month’s tour of 
M-G exchanges. 

Henry H. Kohn, national super- 
visor of branch operations for Na- 





' tional Screen Service for last seven 


years, resigned but has no future 
plans. He joined NSS in 1926. 
Thomas B. Kirk resigned as Re- 
public’s Dallas branch manager to 
enter theatre business in Arkansas. 


James R. Grainger, sales chief, 


moved John J. Houlihan from 
Cleveland to fill Kirk’s old post. 
Irwin Pollard moves from Detroit 
to Cleveland as branch manager. 


- DALLAS 


A stage-screen show tour of In- 
ierstate Theatres in key cities of 
Texas in August will introduce 
Warners “Two Guys from Texas,” 
having a Texas locale and lead- 
ing lady, Dorothy Malone, of Dal- 
las. Stars of the film will appear 
in the accompanying musical revue 
which is scheduled to open in Fl 
Paso at Plaza Aug. 2 Besides Miss 
Malone, Jack Carson and Penny 
Edwards will be in show. Other 
dates include Majestic, San An- 
tonio; Majestic, Houston; Majestic, 
Dallas; Worth, Fort Worth. and 
Paramount, Amarillo. 

Bill Bell, formerly of San An- 
tonio, appointed manager of Plaza 
theatre in Boerne, Texas. Suc- 
ceeds Tommy Whalen, who has 
joined Oskar Korn circuit in Hous- 
ton. 

Herman Beirsdorf named man- 
ager of new Eagle Lion southern 
sales division. will supervise 








12 branches operating out of 
Dallas. . 


H’wood Set for Strike 


Continued from page 3 


with 24 pictures, of which 12 were |of Venus,” “The Saxon Charm,” 
produced by the company itself,| “Larceny” and “Mr. Peabody and 
and 12 by associated indies. Promi-| the Mermaid,” all made on the UI 
nent among the pix are “The Snake | lot. Rank’s contributions are ‘“Ham- 
Pit,” “That Lady in Ermine,” |let,” “Bad Sister,” ‘Passionate 
“Burlesque,” “Escape” and “That | Friends,” “Snowbound” and “One 
Wonderful Urge.” ‘Night With You.” Shooting are 
Second in strength is Paramount | “The Countess of Monte Cristo,” 
with 23 finished films, among which | “You Gotta Stay Happy,” “Family 
are “A Connecticut Yankee,” “A | Honeymoon,” “The O'Flynn 4 
an 








| Foreign Affair,” “The Paleface,” “Black Velvet,” “Criss Cross” 
'“Sorrowful Jones.” “Whispering | Mexican Hayride. 
|Smith,” “Sorry, Wrong Number”| Other studios and their backlogs 


j 
| and 


| five made by Pine-Thomas.|are: Republic, 17; Monogram, 16; 
| Ready to start are “The Heiress.” | Eagle Lion, 15; Screen Guild, 9; 
Laredo.” “Chicago! Selznick, 3, and Allied Artists, 2. 


streets of 


' Story” and “A Mask for Lucretia.” 
Continued from page 5 = 











; At -Warners are 17 completed, 
seven in work and five at the 
starting gate. High budgeters ready | 





|Don Juan,” “Romance on the High x : 

| Seas,” “Key Largo,” “Rope,” | ing deals. They were theatre part- 
“Johnny Belinda,” and “john Loves | ners Martin J. Mullin and Samuel 
Mary.” Shooting are “My Dream | Pinanski, who run the Mullin & 
is Yours,” “Silver Lining,” “June | pinanski circuit in New England. 


Bride,” “The Girl from Jones] ,, 
Beach,” “Fighter va dron.”| Hach took $112,525 under profit- 


Squadron,”| 3. a 
“South of St. Louis” and “The | *aring pacts. 
Younger 


Brothers.” -Waiting to| Checking on percentage deals 
“Night Beat,” “Happy | with exhibs cost Par a total of 
Times,” “The Fountainhead,” | $432,827 during the year, paid out 
|“Flamingo Road” and “Two Guys | to Confidential Reports, Inc. Gen- 
land a Gal.” leral Detectives & Guard Service 
} RKO's 91 | cost another $31,283. Legal fees 





RKO’s backlog is 21, with six in 
work and five starting in July. 


“Good Sam,” “A 
Seng Is Bern,” “Melody Time,” 
“Station West” and “Mr. Joseph 
Young of Africa.” In front of the 
cameras are “Every Girl Should 
Be Married,” “Baltimore  Esca- 
pade,” “Brothers in the Saddle,” 
“Enchanted,” “Cinderella” an 

“Alice in Wonderland.” On their 
marks are “The Set-Up,” “Follow 
Me Quietly,” “Bed of Roses,” “The 
Stage Coach Kid” and “Inter- 
ference.” 

Metro has 14 ready for distribu- 
tion, including expensive produc- 
| tions like “The Three Musketeers,” 
“The Pirate,” “Easter 
“The Kissing Bandit,” “Summer 
Holiday,” ““Three Godfathers” and 
“Natural Impulse,” formerly 
Minor Vices.” Filming are 
ward, My Son” (in England), 
“Command Decision,” “The Bribe,” 
“Sun: in the Morning,” “Act of 
Violence” and “Words and Music.” 
Ready for filming are “Take Me 
Out to the Ball Game” and “The 
Barkleys of Broadway,” musicals. 


Columbia has 27 completed of 
which 12 are “A” productions. 
Toppers are “The Loves of Car- 
men,” “Lulu Belle,” “The Black 
Arrow,” “The Man from Colorado” 
and “The Gallant Blade.” Lensing 
are “The Dark Past” and “FBI 
Meets Scotland Yard.” Coming up 
are “Boston Blackie’s Honor,” 
“Wings Westward,” “Challenge of 
the Range” and “Song of India.” 

United Artists has 18 on ice, one 
in work and seven marked for 
early filming. Among the com- 
pleted films are ‘Red River,” “At- 
lantis, the Lost Continent,” “So 
This is New York,” “An Innocent 
Affair” and “The Time of Your 
Life.” Shooting is “Some Rain 
Must Fall.” 

Universa!-International has 12 of 
its own productions and five of J. 
Arthur Rank’s ready for distribu- 
tion. Among them are “Tap Roots,” 
“An Act of Murder,” “One Touch 


the Stranger,” 


Three-story French style 


including 








| 
| 


Parade,” | 


“No | 
“Ed- | 


rooms, 
master bedrooms, 6 baths ¢ Fireplaces « 
heat ¢ 5 acres of ag ag grounds. Greenhouse. 

e with apartment above. Superinten 
aan kone porcelain urns, vases, paintings, furniture. 


WILL BE SOLD WITH OR WITHOUT FURNISHINGS AT 


AUCTION 


SAT. JULY 1 


Inspection By Appointment Only 
Sead te Auctioneers for Brochure V-1 


|came to $200,000, handed Simp- 
son, Thacher & Bartlett, and $33,- 


| 578 paid O'Melveny & Myers. 
Among the completed features are | 


“The Velvet Touch,” “Rachel and member Mama.” 


quired by absorbing Liberty Films, 
|; are inventoried, along with lesser 


“State of the Union” and “I Re- 
which Par ac- 


| properties, at $5,039,887 on the 
company books. It is also disclosed 
| that in the transaction, Par handed 
| Liberty's four owners 4,000 shares 
| of common stock in return for per- 
formance bonds on films in the 
| works. 

, In acquiring Rainbow Produc- 
tions, Paramount took 1,062 
| Shares of 1,125 outstanding. Re- 
| portedly, Par was met with a re- 
| fusal in attempting to buy the re- 
/maining 624% shares. It is said that 
Bing Crosby is the outside stock- 
holder. 
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FIVE-STAR 
DC-6 
FLAGSHIPS 
LOS ANGELES 


11 hours, 10 minutes 


CHICAGO 
3% hours 


Phone HAvemeyer 6-5000 
or your travel agent 


Ticket Offices: Airlines Terminal 
Rockefeller Center * Hotel New Yorker 
120 Broadway * Hotel St. George 


_ AMERICAN 
. AIRLINES . 
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JOHN J. ASTOR 


offers 


*“CHETWODE" 
hig former home at 


NEWPORT, Rhode Island 


mansion, 16 main 


tendent’s cottage. 


12 o'clock Neon 
On Premises 


GUSTAVE J. $. WHITE, Inc. 
t 37 Bellevue Ave., Newport, &. 1. 
Telephone: Newport 4208 
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NBC, 


CBS Friday Jockeying Pits 


Drama vs. Comedy in Drastic 2-Web 
Overhaul: Durante's 14G Camel Ride 


While NBC has aligned for its 





Friday night schedule in the fall 
the biggest concentration of com- 
edy power second only to Sunday‘s, 
the indications are that CBS will 
be content to compete against this 
setup with two dramatic packages, 
one the “Ford Hour” and the other 
a newcomer to the airlanes, Cy 
Howard’s “Little Immigrant.” Even 
though “Mr. Ace & Jane” is set to 
Jead off CBS’ Friday evening 
schedule, it will be outside the pe- 
riphery of the NBC laugh barrage 
as the latter, because of Cities 
Service’s refusal to budget from 
the 8 to 8:30 slot, won't start until 
the Aces are off the air. 

Niles Trammell, NBC prez, had 
hoped to get the Friday comedy 
procession under way at 8 o’clock 
by inducing Cities Service to ac- 
cept a Sunday matinee period. 
When this didn’t work out, he re- 
vised the NBC blueprint, putting 
Jimmy Durante into the subsequent 
niche for Camel and arranging to 
troop after him, in that order, Can- 
tor (Pabst Beer), Skelton (P & G) 
and “Life of Riley” (P & G). 

Camel snagged the 8:30 desig- 
nation with the Schnoz against 


Nelson, Spike Jones and others. It 
is reported that William Esty & Co., 
ageney on Camels, put the con- 
vincer on Trammell by offering to 
transfer “The Screen Guild” from 
CBS and lodge it in NBC’s Thurs- 
day 10-10:30 stretch. Camel is also 
reported to have paid Durante his 
original asking price, $14,000, after 
some bickering to get it reduced to 
$12,000. 

As for Columbia’s Friday night 
program link for the fall, General 
Foods is said to be looking with 
much sympathy upon “Little Im- 
migrant,” which CBS recently put 
together on the Coast, and there is 
a marked possibility that this will 
be the victual processor’s candidate 
for the 8:30-9 p.m. spot. This 


(Continued on page 28) 





George Murphy’s ‘H’ wood’ 
As Benny Replacement; 
‘Author,’ Pickens Also Set 


NBC’s Sunday late afternoon- 
early evening log for the dogdays 
shaped into final form this week 
with the slotting of “Author Meets 
the Critics” as a sustainer in the 
first half of the “Ford Theatre” 
hour, at 5, and “Let’s Talk Holly- 
wood” as Lucky Strike—-sponsored 
replacement for Jack Benny at 7. 

Latter stanza, described as a 
sort of “Info Please” on Hollywood, 
promises to be one of the summer's 
more interesting diversions from 
run-of-the-mill fare. George Mur- 
phy will moderate the panel, one 
of the regulars of which will be 
Eddie Bracken. Various film per- 
sonalities will make up the rest of 
the panel from week to week. 

It’s an Amusement Enterprises 

ckage and will take over Benny's 

ucky Strike hawking July 4, 
originating, of course, from the 
Coast. Agency is BBD & O. 

Bracketing of Martin Stone's 
“Author” with the new Jane 
Pickens show, both also preeming 
July 4, in the Ford-exited time, 
gives the book crix stanza its 
second go at network airing. Book 
of the Month Club bankrolled it 
on the web last summer. WNBC, 
N. Y., which has been carrying 
“Author” at 1:30 Sundays, will 
drop this session and take a net- 
work feed on the 5 o'clock show. 


Jurgens Vice Spike Jones 
As Coke’s Summer Show 


Dick Jurgens’ orchestra, with 
guest femme vocalists and instru- 
mental acts, will be the replace- 
ment for the Spike Jones-Dorothy 
Shay series for Coca-Cola, for 13 
weeks starting July 2. The series 
is heard 10:30-11 p.m. (EDT) Fri- 
days on CBS. 

A gimmick of the summer filler 
will be the appearance on the show 
of weekly representatives of local 

bey and girl organizations. D’Arcy 
is the agency on the show. Newt 
Stammer will produce, Frank Wil- 
son will script and Joe King will 
be announcer. ———— 





Ist Giveaway Fadeout 


First casualty among the new 
flock of network giveaway shows, 
‘‘Who-Dun-It?” is slated for a fade 
from CBS’ kilocycles next Sun- 
day (27). 

It was short-lived, having teed 
off less than a month ago. 


Unity Files For 
FDR Call Letters 


Washington, June 22. 

The Unity Broadcasting Corp., of 
New York, which is associated with 
the International Ladies Garment 
Worker’s Union, filed today (22) 
with the FCC for the call letters 
WFDR for their FM station which 
they recently won. 

FCC has received hundreds of 
requests for the late President’s 
initials, but out of respect has 





; S* |turned them down. However, Unity 
bidding from Harriet and Ozzie | 


has a letter from Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt stating that she has con- 
ferred with members of her family 
and thinks it would be a fitting 
tribute, due to the public service 
rendered to New York by the 
union. 

Attorneys in the case feel confi- 
dent FCC will award them the call 
letters. is 


Michel Taking Over 
CBS Documentary Unit; 
May Expand Into TV 


‘In the recent reshuffle of the 
CBS program and public affairs de- 
partment, Werner Michel has taken 
over the slot formerly occupied by 
Bob Heller, now exec producer, as 
pilot of the network’s documentary 
unit. Michel’s formal title, how- 
ever, is director of production in 
public affairs, a post which will 
range over a wider field than the 
documentary airers. He'll continue 
to operate under Davidson Taylor, 
vice-prexy over the public affairs 
division. 

Michel's bailiwick wil cover all 
educational dramatic shows, one- 
time shots for community organiza- 
tions and a new type of program 
labelled as “‘actualities.”’ Latter will 
be sewn together from wire re- 
cordings made in field investiga- 
tions of current social problems 
along the lines of “Between the 
Dark and the Daylight,” aired over 
the web at the end of last month. 

No changes in personnel or pol- 
icy are being mapped for the docu- 
mentary unit which will continue 
to turn out about six full dress pro- 
grams yearly. Three documentaries 
already in the works include stud- 
ies of Hollywood (slated for airing 
early in August), national maga- 
zines and the state of mental health 
in the U. S. Web officials are tink- 
ering with the notion of adapting 
the documentary programs for 
simultaneous TV and AM broad- 
casting. 


GIVEAWAY TAKEAWAY 
SLATED BY WNEW, N.Y. 


An almost inevitable develop- 
ment in the giveaway cycle is about 
to crop up at WNEW, N. Y. The 
Bulova-owned indie is prepping a 
stanza spoofing the craze by re- 
quiring contestants to pay to get 
on the show. Every time they miss 
a question they've got to plunk out 
more coin. The money will be 
channeled to various charities. 

As it now stands, the program 
is planned as a summer nighttimer 
titled “You Can Lose Your Shirt” 
and may feature name guest em- 
cees. Contestants won’t be com- 
peting just to lose their coin, how- 
ever. Prizes, probably in mer- 
chandise, will be dished out. 

Indie has even snared a bank- 
roller for the idea. Bendix, via 
Bruno, N. Y., will pick up the tab, 
and WNEW will contribute the en- 
tire billing divvy to various char- 











itiés. Stanza tees off in 2 or 3 
weeks. 








KLZ Farm Reporter 
LOWELL WATTS 
Watts travelled more than 38,000 
miles by plane, train and car last 
year to report significant farm news 
for the 47,000 farm families in the 
Rocky Mountain region. 
KLZ, DENVER. 


NBC Welcome Mat 
Now Spread Out 
For New Clients 


For the first time since before 
the war, NBC has taken down the 
SRO sign. Sold out for years, 
right up to the 11 p.m. bell, the 
network, at least at the moment, 
finds itself witheut a commercial 
occupant for the 10:30 to 11 p.m. 
periods on Wednesday, Thursday 
and Saturday. 


Wednesday time opens up with 
the exiting of Rexall (Jimmy Du- 
rante) from the segment, the client 
now occupying the old Fitch Sun- 
day time. Thursday night niche 
opens up because of Pabst switch- 
ing Eddie Cantor to Friday eve- 
ning. And the Saturday night 
10:30 “Grand Ol’ Opry” moves up 
to the 8 o'clock period being va- 
cated by “Life of Riley.” (Latter 
show also moves into Friday.) 


In addition NBC has some Sun- 
day afternoon time for sale. The 
60-minute 5 to 6 period which 
“Ford Theatre’ is vacating be- 
comes available (prior to this sea- 
son it was a Toscanini NBC Sym- 
phony “must” period), and 2 to 
2:30 Sunday afternoon can be had 
for the asking. 


A Few Gloomy Strands 
Among Silver Threads 


International Silver wishes it 
had never happened. Up until 
this year its “Ozzie and Harriet” 
show had been going its merry 
way in the Sunday at 6 slot on 
CBS. Then it was decided to move 
it into Friday night at 9:30 on the 
same web. 


Sponsor is now unhappy over a 
Friday showcase. It wants to go 
back to Sunday, but Prudential 
has 6 to 6:30 (‘and we're doing 
very nicely, thank you”), so when 
“Ozzie and Harriet” return in the 
fall they go into the 9:30-10 Sun- 
day night CBS berth. 














Nancy Walker Audition 
N.S.H. to CBS Execs 


The audition which CBS cut of a 
proposed Nancy Walker show didn’t 
turn out satisfactorily and the net- 
work is mulling whether to give it 
another try or shelve the idea al- 
together: 

Half-hour proposition, with Arn- 
old Stang as a guest for the audi- 
tion, was submitted as a William 
Morris package. 








Bigger Smoke 


Bert Parks, who seems to be 
circuiting the network giveaway 
shows these days as emcee- 
announcer, found himself sad- 
died with a couple of conflict- 
ing commercials. So now he’s 
minus the Camel Vaughn Mon- 
roe program. 


Parks was announcer on 
Camel’s CBS Monroe show. 
Then along came Old Gold 
with $500,000 to pick up the 
tab on a quarter-hour of ABC’s 
“Stop the Music,” which Parks 
emcees. 

Camel agency said “how 
come?” only once. Monroe 
now has a new announcer. 





Mutual's Kobak Ready to Spring 


Surprise With Nighttime Findings 





Quaker Oats’ New Show 


Cowboy series built around Tim 
Holt, screen star and son of Jack 
Holt, will probably take up where 
“Terry and the Pirates” left oft for 
Quaker Oats on ABC. Deal is be- 
ing thrashed out for the Holt strip 
through the Sherman & Marquette 
agency. 


Soap Springs 
Eternal in Chi 


Chicago, June 22. 
Persistent rumors that several 
soapers are set for return to Chi- 





Mutual’s long-delayed report on 
its nationwide findings regarding 
nighttime “listenability” should 
see the light of day before the 
summer is out. The network, 
which stood the other three major 
webs on their ears last year with 
|its conclusions on daytime cover- 
| age—“ability to hear” audiences of 
|the four skeins were shown to be 
|nearly equal—has its “preliminary” 
| nighttime totals on paper. 
| The figures, of course, are being 
|kept strictly under wraps until 
|prexy Edgar Kobak (who says he 
'has already used some of the find- 
ings in presentations to adver- 
| tisers) finds the time appropriate 
ito spill them. There isn’t much 
| doubt, of course, that Mutual won't 
|be able to show itself anywhere 
inear aS competitive after dark as 
‘it did for the daylight hours. 


| Although researchers and 


| 





en- 


icago went around last week, but | gineers in other quarters have ex- 
‘confirmation was lacking at nets/ pressed skepticism as to whether 


| 


| 


‘and agencies. Rumors were 


serials would be brought about by 
sponsors’ budget paring. 

Quizzed on the economy angle a 
network chief said that nothing 
short of a depression could bring 
about the revival of Chi as a soaper 
center. Current rumors are, in his 
opinion, incident to the homecom- 
ing of Irna Phillips, high scripter- 
ess of soapers who returned here 
recently after several years on the 
West Coast. 

Miss Phillips already has been 
approached by an agency in search 
of a local show, but it was no dice 
becatise it would have required a 
hike back to the Coast. She cur- 
rently is writing a book based on 
her 19 years as the so-called Queen 
Bee of the matinee hive. 


MCA, B&B Wrangle On 
New Prudential Show 
‘Exclusive’ on Guestars 


Nip and tuck affair during the 
past week between the Music Corp. 
of America and the Benton & 
Bowles ad agency over the latter’s 
insistence on exclusivity on film 
stars pacted for the new fall Pru- 
dential “Family Hour’ dramatic 
show is apparently on its way to 
being ironed out. 


What threatened to stymie the 
deal, it’s reported, was B & B’s de- 
mand of a clause forbidding the 
program’s guestars from appearing 
during the season on any other 
network airers. In a compromise 
finally reached in New York, Mon- 
day (21) the agency agreed to one- 
shot stints by the stars on such 
stanzas as “Lux Theatre,” ‘“Thea- 
tre Guild,” top comedy shows, etc., 
but forbade them from doing any 
other air series. 


Resulting contract has been for- 
warded to the Coast office of MCA, 
which has jurisdiction over the 
filmites, for final okay. 


Thus far, Gregory Peck, Barbara 
Stanwyck and Robert Taylor have 
been lined up, each to do six 
sequences for the Sunday CBS pro- 
gram. Three more guestars will 
be pacted similarly for the 36- 
week series. Stanza will be a full 
MCA package. Working title is 
the “Prudential Family Hour of 
Stars.” 


Lombardo as Fill-In 
As 06 Rides Out Time 


Guy Lombardo got the nod over 
last weekend to fill out Old Gold's 
commitment to stay on four more 
weeks on CBS. The | Morgan- 
Ameche-Langford OG show did its 
foldup last Friday. 


Nick Keesely, newly appointed 
manager of radio for the Lennon & 
Mitchell agency, will produce and 
direct the Lombardo stanza. which 
tees off this week from the Surf 
Club at Virginia Beach. Pete Keve- 
son will script. Second show wiil 
come from Asbury Park and the 
last two from N. Y., originating 
either at the Waldorf's Starlight 
Roof, where Lombardo will be fill- 
ing an engagement, or from a 
studio. 

Orch presumably wifi get consid- 
eration as a possible fall entry for 











OG, since the ciggie outfit is wide 
open for a new show. 


the problem of skywave survey 


‘strengthened by gossip columnist/could be solved by MBS tech- 
'who reported that fall return of | nicians, the latter apparently have 


| coped with the measurement to the 
| satisfaction of web brass. Mutual 
engineers are in the “cleanup proc- 
| ess” now on their survey work and 
E.P.H. (Jimmy) James, research 
| veepee, is studying a detailed re- 
| port on methods evolved for the 
|measurements. He’ll reduce these 
| technical explanations to a simpli- 
| fied, briefer version before the web 
unveils the nighttime findings. 


Mutual Can Pick Up Some 
Ballantine Fight Biz—tf 
Connally Keeps It Short 


There’s a chunk of one-shot bill- 
ing coin waiting to be picked up 
‘by Mutual if Senator Tom Con- 
nally doesn’t get too long winded 
‘in his keynote address to the 
Democratic convention next month. 


| Connally’s talk is logged for 
| 9:30 p.m. July 12. The lightweight 
title championship fight between 
Ike Williams and Beau Jack is 
scheduled the same night, begin- 
ning at 10, also from Philadelphia. 
And Ballantine beer, via J. Walter 
Thompson agency, wants to bank- 
roll the fisticuffs. 


Question is, of course, whether 
Connally will wind up “in time— 
and it’s considered doubtful. The 
web doesn’t dare clip the talk. 
However, the fight is a 15-rounder 
and there’s a possibility, if it’s still 
in progress wheh Connally signs 
off, Mutual will cut in for the 
windup. Suds outfit is prepared to 
pick up the tab on 45 minutes. 

Aside from the fact that the 
Demo keynote airer would give the 
fight a terrific carryover audience, 
beer bottler is no little impressed 
with the rating picked off recently 
by its MBS broadcast of the Zale- 
'Graziano fight. Special Hooper 
jtaken for JWT gave the stanza a 
21.7—beating the current Top 15— 
with a 55.5 share of audience. Ac- 
tual fight ratked up a 23.6. 


ROBINSON TO HANDLE 
‘DEEMS TAYLOR HOUR’ 


Maurie Robinson, associate di- 
'rector with NBC for the past three 
years, checked out of the network 
last week to assume _ producer- 
director chores on a new “Deems 
Taylor Hour,” formatted as a long- 
hair variation of transcribed disk 
_jockey shows such as Tommy Dor- 
sey’s. 

| Stanza is being put together in 
New York by Radio Features, Wal- 
ter Schwimmer’s packaging affili- 
ate of the Schwimmer & Scott ad 
agency of Chicago. First edition 
of the show will go on the air 
Sept. 13. 

Taylor, w.k. music critic, who 
has often done commentaries for 
symphony airers, is waxing his in- 
terpretative gab for. interspersing 
with standard classical works. 




















Sepia Ed as Disk Jock 

WWRL, Queens, N. Y., indie, has 
annexed Dan Burley, managing edi- 
tor of the Amsterdam News, Har- 
lem newspaper, as a disk jockey. 
Starting next Monday (28), he'll 
take over the 4:30-5 Monday- 
through-Saturday spot vacated by 
Symphony Sid, who has moved to 





WMCA, N. Y. 
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The new Hoopers had the com 
tailspin over the past week. 


~ Listening Off One-Third 


mercial-minded trade boys in a 


It was not only a case of Fred Allen 


taking a 7.6 nosedive, but Jack Benny, who led the previous Hoop- 
erade with a 21.0, was down 5.8 and, in contrast with Edgar Ber- 
gen’s 17.4 season’s bowoff, his summer replacement, the Robert 


Shaw Chorale, came up -with no 
obviously was a factor in Allen's 
segment, the fact remains that all 


better than a 4.6. While this 
dive in the following half-hour 
Sunday listening was a third off. 


Here’s the latest Top 15, with the previous ratings for the shows: 


Lux Radio Theatre .............. 
Walter Wirreeel occccccccsccces 
4 ae re 
cee a PERE ES Pore 
oe rae 
TIE Te ee ee 
Godtrey’s Talent Scouts ......... 
pi er eee ee 
NN sk sake a onda o'er oe 
ME St es ae Bim) 2 
Sereen Guild Players ... ob a 
Me URINE 3.6, 5 geo acd 2 ck es 
Bing Crosby 
Truth or Consequences .......... 
Al Jolson 
Stop the Music (8:30-8:45)....... 


New Rating Previous Rating 


chanv ace 19.2 19.3 
sides tev 18.2 20.8 
Seed odd de 16.7 17.9 
oe-5 elt seed 15.4 16.9 
seeebeens 15.4 18.1 
iwuntdane 15.2 21.0 
eds ve 15.2 15.8 
Seen rekes 14.0 12.7 
Eat eae tate 14.0 13.2 
reer eT 13.2 12.6 

12.2 11.8 
haf? Oke 11.7 11.4 
hake eee 11.5 12.8 
Hie hedsans 10.7 15.9 
ewe bate te 16.5 13.2 
jekynte we 10.5 9.6 








Radio War of Nerves on Again as ABC 
Prepares Wed. ‘Paper Maneuvers 


= = 
vv 





The radio war of nerves is on. 


It’s as customary for June as the 
proverbial bride, but this season 
it seems todhave set off heightened 
tensions and jitters among the net- 
work execs who are wondering just 
where the commercial program 
chips will fall when_the '48-’49 sea- 
son rolls around. o 
Principal beachhead in the cur- 
rent battle of nerves has been es- | 
tablished at ABC (as was the case 
about this time last year), where 


CBS’ Paper Plot 


Like ABC, CBS reportedly 
had its own elaborate paper 
plot all set to ride for Sunday 
—but it was predicated chiefly 
on whether Walter Winchell 
would be available after Jan 1. 
Now that ABC has him under 
wraps, the CBS chess game 
practically died a’borning. 
Columbia wanted WW for its 
own Sunday 9 to 9:15 period, 
with Chesterfield as a potential 
sponsor, then selling the suc- 
ceeding half-hour to Philco for 
the transcribed Bing Crosby 
show and imducing U. S. Steel 
to move its “Theatre Guild” 
over from ABC for the follow- 

ing hour. 

Through the coup CBS 
would have not only deprived 
ABC of its three most import- 
ant programs, but created for 
itself a “dream” Sunday night 


sequence. 4 





they've drawn up a “Paper Parlay” 
designed to give Wednesday night 
listeners. the biggest, bestest and 
mostest. 

Not that there’s any guarantee 
that the network is going to get it, 
but here’s what ABC envisions in 
its “paper maneuvers”: moving 
Phileo’s Bing Crosby show up to 
8 o'clock as the curtain-raiser on 
the “night of nights”; romancing 
International Silver’s “Ozzie — & 
Harriet” show into 8:30; grabbing 
off the sock Bristol-Myers back-to- 
back parlay of “Duffy’s Tavern 
and “Mr. District Attorney” for the 
9 to 10 segment; Groucho Marx, 
into 10 o’clock and Texaco show to) 
close at 10:30. : : 

While it’s recognized in rival 

(Continued on page 28) 
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N.Y.'s ALPHONSE-GASTON — 


Lyle Van's Salute to Rival Station’s 
Tom McFadden-a Gotham Rarity 





When Tom McFadden moved up 
iast week into the managership hed, 
WNBC, N. Y., as successor to Jim ) 
Gaines, probably the top sendoff 
he got came from a rival station’s | 
gabber—Lyle Van on WOR. Such 
Alphonse-Gastoning in the tough- 
est competitive market of all— 
Manhattan—is a rarity. j 

Van sketched McFadden’s whole 
background, detailing how, at 31, 
he’s hit the bigtime in station op- | 


eration. 








Getting Radio-Shy 

Kelloge’s decision to scram 
out of its twe ABC shows at 
the end of July is a further 
reftection of the shying-away- 
from-radio attitude of the 
major food companies, with 
the top three food bankrollers 
leaning more and more toward 
the printed media. 

General Foods has trans- 
lated it into concrete action 
by reshuffling its advertising 
budget, with the result that it 
dropped ‘the high-priced Fan- 
nie Bricg show in favor of the 
lower-budgeted “Mr. Ace & 
Jane” program, 

Standard Brands has pulled 
in the reins, too. This season 
it was minus the NBC Sunday 
night 8:30 period, having 
turned it and its occupant, 
Fred Allen, over to the Ford 
Dealers. And now there’s talk 
that S-B wants a cheaper show 
in the Edgar Bergen spot. 


——_ 


$1,500,000 R 
Kellogg Retreat; 
Drops Two Shows 


In one of the major daytime 
cancellations in recent months, 
Kellogg has served notice that it 
is dropping out of sponsorship of 
its 15-minute portion of the cross- 
the-board “Breakfast Club” on 
ABC and the Galen Drake program 
which follows on the same web. 
It represents a loss in billings of 
more than $1,500,000. 

Principal factor is Kellogg’s de- 
sire to embrace the printed me- 
dium on a larger seale. To a lesser 
degree, however, the recent death 
of Tom Breneman, emcee of 
“Breakfast,” and the client's feel- 
ing that the show's impact is gone 
despite the showmanship intro- 
duced by Garry Moore, are also 











tors. 

Kellogg bows out of both shows 
at the end of July. Procter & Gam- 
ble bankrolls the other 15-minute 
segment of “Breakfast.” Kenyon & 


'S LATIN HOTFOOT 








ARGENTINE MEET 
A MUDDLED EVENT 


What is characterized as the most 
amazing Ripley in western hemis- 
pheric radio relations has Latin- 
American broadeasters—and Amer- 
icans, too, for thaf matter—quietly 
laughing up their kilocycies. It has 
to do, of course, with the Third 
Annual Conference of the Inter- 
American Assn. of National Broad- 
casters, which tees off next Wed- 
nesday (30). 

It’s to be held in Buenos Aires, 
as stipulated at the last meeting, 
and the main purpose of: the con- 
ference is to work for a free, un- 
hampered radio in the western 
hemisphere, with the membership 
pledged to support democratic 
practiees and systems. 

But a lot of things have hap- 
pened in the Argentine since the 
last meeting, including the fact 
that the Argentine broadcasting 
outlets, almest without exception, 
are no longer free enterprises. 
They've all been purchased under 
cover by government interests, and 
though the majority may continue 
operating under their former own- 
erships and managements, they are 
in fact at the service of the Peron 
state. (Actually, it is claimed that 
President Peron himself owns 51% 
under the government monopoly.) 

These facts are not unknown to 
the Latin-American and WU. S. 
broadcasters currently headed to- 
ward Buenes Aires.. Among those 
are John Reyal, of NBC, who will 
represent both his network and the 
National Assn. of Broadcasters as 
a non-voting member; Ed. Chester, 
of CBS, who will represent both 
his own network and the Canadian 
Assn. of Broadcasters; Gilmore 
Nunn, owner of the Nunn chain of 
stations in this country and official 
delegate of the NAB, and Mead 
Brunet, who is head of RCA In- 
ternational. 

Also attending will be the two 
most vital cogs in Latin-American 
radio, the men who perhaps have 
done more to combat government 
intervention in commercial broad- 
casting throughout the western 
hemisphere than anyone else. They 
are Emilio Azcarraga, who oper- 
ates XEW in Mexico and has often 
been referred to as “Mr. Radio of 
the Western Hemisphere,” and 
Goar Mestre, of CMQ, Cuba, un- 
questionably Cuba’s No. 1 radio 
nian. 

Possible Ganging Up 

Azearraga and Mestre, it’s said, 
don’t want to take the farcical sit- 
uation lying down, refusing to ac- 
cept the unacknowledged-but-ap- 
parent - to - everyone government 
ownership of Argentine’s radio sys- 
tem, and are all for throwing it in 
Peron’s face. Originally there was 
some talk of their boycotting the 
conference, but finally figured 
there was more to gain by ganging 
up on thefr host. Peron himself is 
hoping that they'll pull their 
punches and has personally stepped 
in, along with Senora de Peron, to 
line up a gold-braided entertain- 
ment agenda through which he 
hopes to mollify the Latin-Ameri- 
can broadcasters. 

Ironically, the man who’s super- 
vising all the preparations for 
the combat - government - inter- 
/vention conference is the Argen- 
‘tine Administrator of Posts and 
Telecommunications, S. Oscar Nico- 
| lini, virtual czar in all Argentine 
‘radio matters and for long closely 





said to have been contributing fac- | associated with Senora de Peron in | 


|her bid to wrest Argentine radio 
‘from its former owners. 


Informeg@ quarters in _ Latin- 


Pea say that the Argentine | 


| Central Bank recently paid into the 





Agency Observers See Radio Gomg 
Through Deglamorizing Period As 
Show Values Yield to Dollar Payoff 


a 
vv 





Oh, My Aching Budget 


That jittery sensation rampant 


A comment frequently heard 
among advertising men nowadays 
is that radio is going through its 
deglamorizing period and that for 
the first time the advertiser has 


among some of the personnel at) come to look upon radio as just a 


CBS headquarters on Madison ave- 
nue is described at the higher 
echelon as having apparently been 
inspired by the fact that depart- 
ment heads are currently wrinkling 
their foreheads over budgets for 
the second half of 1948. 

No other cause for the feeling 
that the axe was due to swing 
shortly could be figured on this 
upper level. The uneasiness be- 
came evident the middle of last 
week, simultaneous with the new 
budget wrestling. 


ABC the Skem 
Y Love to Touch? 
Nuts, Sez Jergens 


Now that the ABC network has 
put itself on record that the Sun- 
day night at 9 period goes with 
the one who buys Walter Winchell, 
Jergens, which is getting the heave 
from the valuable time segment it 
has occupied for many years, has 
indicated that it doesn’t intend to 
take it lying down. 


As far as ABC is concerned, it’s 
a case of “my time is my time, 
and we’re privileged to do what- 
ever we want with it,” particularly 
where a Winchell is concerned. 
But Jergens and its parent Wood- 
bury company feel there’s more 
than an element of ingratitude in- 
volved, recalling that it spent more 
millions of dollars over the years 
with ABC than it cares to be re- 
minded of at the moment. Just 
what Woodbury intends doing, 
aside from putting itself on record, 
isn’t established, but the odds be- 
ing placed around the trade is that, 
regardless of how much it squawks 
and threatens, Jergens will yield 
to ABC’s recapture of the time 
for WW’s new sponsor. 

Jergens has indicated that, al- 
though it has parted company with 
Winchell, it intends staying in net- 
work radio with a new _ show. 
There’s a companion 15-minute 
segment that will move off ABC 
as well. That's the Louella Par- 
sons show for Woodbury which 
follows the Winchell period. 


D.C.'s Poser: How 
Coy Can You Get? 


. Washington, June 22. 
Difficulties face FCC chairman 
Wayne Coy since filing of CBS 
brief to sell 55° of the stock of 
WTOP to WTOP. Inc., a combina- 








| tion of CBS and The Washington 


Post. 


The sale is conditional on the 
sale of the Post's present station, 
WINX, of which Chairman Coy 
was once director. In a routine 
case involving a WINX request for 


Eckhardt is the agency on Kellogg.| account of the Industrial Secre- | an auxiliary transmitter, Coy ab- 
‘tariat (which is a sort of purchasing | Stained from voting and it is obvi- 
office for the government tycoons) | 0us that he will also abstain when 


with the K & E billings shifting 
from the radio department over to 
the newspaper-mag divisions. 


Look, Pa, I’m Flyin’ 


Irving Straus, member of the 
board of directors of WMCA, N. Y., 
owned by his father, Nathan Straus, 
is flying a biplane over the beach 
areas on weekends this summer 
with a streamer plugging the indie 
station. 

Straus was a Navy pilot during 


the war. 








chase of the Argentine radio out- 


lets. 
Morgan on Market 


Henry Morgan is in the market: 
for a new sponsor. Rayve, which 
bankrolled the comedian this sea- 
son on ABC, has definitely made 
up its mind not to pick up the 
option. 

Morgan winds up tomorrow (24). 











the sum of $27,500,000 for the pur-| the WTOP purchase by the Post 


comes before the Commissioners. 


However, the question arises, 
how far can he abstain? The 
WTOP-Post deal is contingent also 
on purchase of the outstanding 
55% of stock of KQW, San Fran- 
cisco, by CBS, thus making KQW 
a wholly-owned network station. 

Feeling in Washington is that 
Coy is in an awkward spot, but 
will probably manage to extricate 
himself. 


plain, simple advertising medium. 
This trend in appraisal, say the ad 
agency observers, may disconcert 
the show end of the business but 
the sooner they reconcile them- 
selves to this change in the adver- 
tiser viewpoint the easier will it be 
for all concerned. 

The agency men explain that the 
client’s reversal of attitude toward 
radio has become so pointed that 
the more astute ad agent ap- 
preaches the account now first in 
terms of price rather than in terms 
of name value or achievement. A 
presentation must, according to 
the new order, tee off from the 
premise that the program under 
recommendation is the cheapest 
buy for the purpose available and 
can be so geared as to meet the 
immediate merchandising needs or 
problems of the preduct. 

The doldrums that the advertis- 
ing world is currently passing 
through reflects, say the ad men, 
a state of readjustment. Business, 
they point out, is not only slewly 
coming into a buyer’s market but 
is faced with the necessity of bal- 
ancing smaller profits with in- 
ereased production. The new yard- 
stick for appropriating advertising 
budgets is the estimated profits of 
the items that the manufacturer 
estimates he will sell, and not, as 
it used to be, the gross intake on 
these potential sales. 

Confronted by this line of ad- 
vertising accounting, the client, 
unless he is interested in only sell- 
ing a service or thinking of solely 
associating his product with a 
glamorous show, has no choice, 
argue these agency men, but to 
compare closely the relative values 
of each medium. The eagerness 
with which advertisers have fast- 
ened themselves to out-and-out 
giveaway shows say the ad agenis, 
underscores this tendency. 

The talk about talent costs is 
not witueut strong dissenting 
point of view. One agency execu- 
tive questions not only the eco- 
nomic soundness of buying low- 
priced shows on principle but the 
source of the “uproar” over talent 
costs. This exee says he wonders 
whether this pointing-with-alarm 
couldn't have been planted as 
propaganda by radio’s competition 
or by the medium itself to cover 
up, or protect, the high cost of 
facilities. He holds that talent 
costs have been fer many years 
figured on the basis of $1,000 a 
point and that the same yardstick 
will prevail regardless of how 
much anybody may inveigh against 
the high price of programs. 


ALLEN VS. GIVEAWAYS - 


‘Stop Music’ Competition Show 
Fodder for Comic’s Routine 

Fred Allen got over a couple 
more sharp digs on the subject of 
giveaway shows during his NBC 
show last Sunday (20). The count 
in that direction was three in a 
week, the other oceurring while on 
_WPIX’s (N. Y.) inaugural telecast 
\last Tuesday (15). 

One of the cracks on his own 
program followed the orchestra’s 
playing a few bars of a number. 
The telephone rang and Allen, 
answering, said, “Yes, that number 
| was “Haunted Heart.” “I'm afraid, 
|lady,” he went on, “you have the 
/wrong number. This is not ‘Stop 
_ the Music.” A second later Allen 
/demanded of his caller, “Who owes 
| you $18,000?” and then rang off 
' with the challenge, “So sue me!” 

Other jibe took place in a bit 
with Jack Haley, guest of the occa- 
sion. “You know,” remarked Allen, 
reacting to Haley’s feed line re 
giveaway programs, “I saw a man 
going into Fort Knox with a micro- 
phone and a studio audience.” 
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Pioneering in Smallest Center Yet, 
TV Finds It Tough Going in Salt Lake 


(This is the second in a series of + 


articles by Variety correspondents 
showing how tele is projecting it- 
self around the country.) 





By NAT BERLIN 


Salt Lake City, June 22. 
When W6XIS, KDYL’s video 
outlet, hit the air six weeks ago 
with the first of its regularly 
scheduled telecasts, it was pioneer- 


ing in the smallest population cen- | 


ter yet to have television broad- 
casts. The teeoff was accompanied 
by plenty of fanfare, amid the 
presence of the usual brass from 
the governor of the state down. 
Public interest was high, and deal- 
ers around town reported satisfac- 
tory buying of sets. 

Since then, interest has dropped, 
and set buying has slumped along 
with it. Programs not up to the 
standards set by AM or pictures, 
are blamed. W6XIS is on the air 
three times a week for about an 
hour each. Programs consist of a 
mixture of local productions and 
film. The film is old stuff, consid- 
ered without enough interest to 
keep a family’s attention, and the 
local programs are basically not 
television. They’re AM with pic- 
tures. 

(Difficulties encountered by. the 
Salt Lake City station are indic- 
ative of those found by other sta- 
tions opening up throughout the 
country, who don’t have access to 
network shows originating in N. Y. 
Solution to the problem, according 
to tele officials, lies only in provid- 
ing better programming fare to 
keep the public’s interest at the 
high pitch engendered by the pre- 
broadcast ballyhoo. Otherwise 
they point out, the consistent drop- 
off in viewer interest may result in 
irreparable damage both to the 
station and to the industry in 
general.) 


W6XIS claims it hasn’t as yet 
completed its setup. According to 
Harry Golub, director, mobile 
units should be available by the 
end of June, and when they arrive 
a heavier schedule of outside tele- 
casts will be used. 


Tele faces two main problems 
in the Salt Lake City area. Be- 
cause the valley is completely sur- 
rounded by mountains, the maxi- 
mum potential audience, consider- 
ing present population figures, is 
in the neighborhood of 250,000. 
This limits the market. In addi- 
tion this area is not known for its 
spending and with video sets run- 
ning from about $750 up, not too 
many customers are going to beat 
a path to the dealers. Right now 
there are about 200 sets in opera- 
tion. 


With a nut of about $300,000, 
W6XIS will undoubtedly do some- 
thing to make the current picture 
a lot brighter. S. S. Fox is owner 
and general manager. 

W6XIS is operating with a small 
staff, headed by Golub, former 
theater operator and outdoor show 
producer. The production staff has 
Dan Rainger in the program slot, 
Keith Engar handling production, 
Emerson Smith announcing, and 
Gloria Clark taking care of scripts. 


WPIX, WFIL-TV’S 
QUICKIE CRASH REELS 


Offering good indication of the 
news-gathering advantages of a 
newspaper owned television sta- 
tion, the N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX 





-last Thursday (17) night had §lms 


of the airliner crash near Mt. 
Carmel, Pa., on the air within 10 
hours after the accident, with 
WFIL-TV, the Philadelphia _ In- 
quirer station, also duplicating the 
feat. 

WPIX newsreel cameraman Ed 
Clarity flew to Mt. Carmel in a 
News plane, lensed the scene and 
brought his film back immediately 
for development and processing. 
Station was supposed to have 
signed off at 11 p.m. that night 
but remained on the air with stand- 
by film and spot bulletin announce- 
ments until the film was ready to 
go at 11:40. 


Spot news presentation will be 
a regular feature of the station’s 
programming, according to WPIX 
program ‘chief Harvey Marlowe, 
who declared that “we'll feed spot 
news of major importance despite 
the time, as long as our transmitter 
is on the air. 


Kool’s 256 Tele Spots 


Brown & Williamson is spending 
around $25,000 for televised spots 
for Kool cigarets on WCBS-TV, 
N. Y., during the run of the Re- 
publican and Democratic national 
conventions. Deal calls for eight 





KFI-TV Preems Pattern 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Test pattern of KFI-TV was 
given its first trial yesterday (21) 
and results proved highly satis- 
factory. After encountering tube 
itrouble the monoseope insignia 
finally came through and filled the 
screen of set owners. 





| W. B. Ryan, KFI manager, said 
ithat the pattern was of sufficient 
iclarity and definition to give as- 
|surance that transmitter and 
| microwave relay equipment are in 
good working order and tests will 
continue until reguiar pregraim- 
ming is scheduled in September. 
Video station will make remote 
pickups from theatres and outdoor 
events without any attempt at 
scheduling until Aug. 18 when its 
first commercial commitment falls 


of the practice session of the Rams 
pro footbail team. 


FCC OKAYS PROGRAM 
STANDARDS OF TBA 


Washington, June 22. 
Federal -Communications 





The 


{Commission has adopted the grad- 


uated scale of television program- 
ming for stations going on the air 
as recommended by _ Television 
Broadcasters Assn. 

Paramount Pictures made the 
only request that FCC retain its 
former rule of 28-hours a week 
minimum, but the commissioners 
did not grant them a hearing since 
all others were in agreement. 

New rule requires a minimum of 
12 hours programming a week dur- 
ing the first 18 months on the air. 
At six-month intervals the mini- 
mum is stepped up to 16, 20, 24 
and finally 28 hours a week. Sta- 
tions will thus reach the 28-hour 
requirement after 36 months of 
operation. 

All new stations must be on the 
air at least two hours a day in any 
five days of the week. 


Buffalo’s TV Boom 


Buffalo, June 22. 

Two weeks after formal open- 
ing of WBEN-TV, tele sets in op- 
eration in Buffalo have jumped to 
over 3,000. 

Buffalo Niagara Electric on May 
30 reported residential installa- 
tions 1,371, commercial 833 and an 
additional 856 operating on dis- 
play at dealers’ stores. 








Chrysler on the Prowl 

The Chrysler group will shortly 
be taking a lookaround for partici- 
pation in television and also a net- 
work show. 

The extent of the going in either 
medium will be determined during 
meetings being held at the Chrys- 
ler group’s homeoffices in Detroit. 


due with Union Oil for sponsorship | 


spots a day over a minimum of 10 
days. 

Ted Bates is the agency. The in- 
take is the statien’s major piece of 
business accruing from the conven- 
tions. Similar bookings are being 
made on other TV outlets. 


Par Gives KTLA 
Little Prod. Aid, 
S-F Hearing Told 


| 
| 











Washiagton, June 22. 
Amount of help that Paramount | 
Pictures has given its Los Angeles | 
television outlet, KTLA, held the | 
centre of attention this Morning | 


'(Tues.) at the second day of the 


'resumed FCC hearings on applica- 
itions for TV channels in San 
Francisco. 

KTLA station manager Klaus 


Landsberg, under intensive cross- 
examination by CBS counsel Judge 
Samuel Rosenman, admitted that 
since KTLA teed off commercial 
operations in January, 1947, no Par 
star has appeared on any regularly- 
scheduled program, no experienced 
| Par film director has had any con- 
| tact with the station except in an 
|}advisory capacity and no Par fea- 
‘ture film has been displayed via 
video. 

Bob Hope, according to Lands- | 
‘berg, appeared on the station’s | 
|opening program, but it was a | 
promotional show which he em- | 
ceed. Hope’s only other appear- , 
ance on KTLA was a recent bally- | 
hoo pitch he made for Par’s “Em-’} 
peror Waltz.” 

Rosenman also hammered away | 
at a new Par cost estimate sub- 
mitted today. Original estimate, 
inclusive of $75,000 for its pro- 
| posed Frisco studio, was given as 
$421,000, but was revised upward to 
| $493,150. Yearly operating cost, 
originally estimated at $570,000 
was also boosted, to $600,000. CBS 
engineering veepee William B. 
Lodge huddled frequently with 
Rosenman on the costs he believed 
were not included in the Par re- 
port, such as tubes, promotion ex- 
penses, audience research, etc., all 
of which were searched out in the 
figures presented. 

Par has the most ambitious plans 


(Continued on page 30) 


‘Whistler’ on TV 


Chicago, June 22. 

Sherman Marks’ adaptation of a 
script from ‘The Whistler’ radio 
series will be dramatized in coop- 
eration with MCA Sunday (27) via 
WBKB. Drama will make use of 
exterior shots filmed in Chi loca- 
tions. 

If deal jells, series of “Whistler” 
scripts will be televised under the 
title of “Boomerang.” 




















because of the Louis-Walcott fight 


Young & Rubicam has found tha 


being broadcast. 


in the filming. 


stead of charging admission, the th 
for sale. All the customers, of cou 


a chance to watch tele without goi 


Execs of WBKB, Chi’s pioneer video venture, are sitting on a tele- 
phone survey of audiences that reportedly gives the Balaban & Katz 


Station comfortable edge on its 





televising since April. 


Inside Television 


Hotel New Yorker, N.Y., tees off its guest television system tonight 
(Wed.) with a sellout on the 100 rooms in which sets have been installed 


nent set installations, the hotel has also wired 50 rooms for “roaming” 
sets, in case demand for TV exceeds the 100 permanent sets. 

New Yorker charges $3 daily rental for tele, which isn’t mandatory if 
the guest doesn’t desire the service. 
radio, on which there is no charge. Sets are manufactured by Hotel- 
vision, Inc., and carry a 54 square-inch screen. 





pletely befuddeled when it comes to price estimates on their work. Y&R 
put out feelers for the filming of the G. E. House Party, audience par- 
ticipation show handled by Art Linkletter, for telecasting. Ad agency 
was quoted prices from $5,000 to $50,000 to film the show whiie it was 
Y&R execs related that indie producers are reluctant 
to quote firm prices as they have yet to find out what cgst is involved 





Three enterprising ex-GIs in Bridgeport, Conn., have come up with a 
system of providing theatre television that beats the broadcasters’ ban 
against picking up a TV show where an admission charge is made. 


Theatre is a 395-seater, set up in the reconverted second floor of a 
former Odd Fellows building. Operators are making a special pitch 
for the women and children audience, advertising that it gives them 


States Television projection model, 





pleted by WBKB resear’’ -v< several weeks ago. WGN-TV has been 


pickup. In addition to the perma- 


Same set also carries AM and FM 


t television film producers are com- 


In- 
ree have specially-printed programs 
rse, buy the program. 


ng into bars. Set used is a United 
throwing a 9 x 12-foot picture. 


rival WGN-TV. Survey was com- 
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GLORIA SWANSON HOUR ..... 
With Pat Murray 
Producer-director: Dick Rose 
Fashion Coordinator: Kay Bardsley 
55 Mins., Wed., 4:05 p.m. 


Sustaining 
WPIX, New York 
The N. Y. Daily News outlet 


shouldn’t have much difficulty dis- 
posing of this elaborate package to 
an advertiser, once the station has 
straightened out the reception 
problem and tightened up the show 
itself so that it’s sparking on all 
cylinders. The only off-balance 
angle about the unveiling incident 
(16) was the linking of the four 
sections of the runoff and the gen- 
eral pacing. 

Fundamentally the show bespoke 
promising video knowhow and a 
shrewd knowledge of what it takes 
to appeal te women, The latter 
comment is based strictly on an 
occasional scanning of womens 
magazines plus 


cestul women’s 


sideline contact with radio’s long | 


procession of femme programs, In 
other words, WPIX seems to have 
merged with a sharp sense of effec- 
tiveness the more _ successful 
femme-appealing features of these 


| various media. 


In putting the hour together the 
station perhaps couldn't have made 
a better choice for m.c. than Gloria 
Swanson. The aura of glamor that’s 
surrounded the name hasn’t dimin- 
ished much with the years. She 
still wears clothes in a way that 
can’t help but elicit admiration 
from her sex, and the video lens 
does all the right things by her 
face and figure. Added to all these 
is the asset of a manner of speech 
and overall charm that only rubs 
against the grain when it goes a 
little too chichi. Miss Swanson tees 
off on a new career, to sum up, 
with all the cards in her favor. 

Throughout the opening install- 
ment Miss Swanson maintained a 
relaxed air and elan that, along 
with a cute chuckle, imparted a 
sense of knowing what she was 
about and enjoying the job, which 
is no simple attribute on this type 
of assignment. Her ease and humor 


was reflected quite conspicuously | 


in the minimum of nervousness 
and awkwardness prevailing among 
her guests and associates: on the 
program. 

The hour is divided into four 


sections, one dealing with ‘fashion | 


trends,” another with how to be 
glamorous on a budget, the third 
on cooking and the final section 
with the secrets and methods of 
the beauty salon. The action travels 
over an itinerary of kitchen, living- 
room, coutourier showroom and 
beauty salon. 

On the initial event Pat Murray, 
fashion television ed for the A. S. 
Beck stores, took over the clothes 
budget inning and with the help of 
mannequins showed actress Jetti 
Preminger how she could collect a 
travel and playclothes ensembles 
at fair cost. Miss Murray’s payoff 
apparently was the application of 
the Beck tag to the wardrobe and 
accessories displayed plus notation 
of each article’s price. More of the 
clothes parade cued Miss Swan- 
son’s later session with stylist Har- 
riet Harra and another guest from 
Broadway legit, Vicki Cummings. 

The salon corner for the occasion 


-qwent to a hair stylist, Victor Vito, 


who, with a customer as the sub- 
ject, advised a prospect on the type 
of hairdo she ought to adopt. Least 
excitang, so it seemed from the 
video angle, was the kitchen scene. 
In this chief chef Marquis, from 
L’Aiglon, East Side N. Y. spot, 
demonstrated how to prepare a 
summer dish. Odec. 


TOAST OF THE TOWN 

With Monica Lewis, Kathryn Lee, 
Ruby Goldstein, Dean Martin & 
Jerry Lewis, John Cocoman, Eu- 
gene List, Richard Rodgers & 
Oscar Hammerstein II; Ed Sulli- 
yee emcee; Ray Bloch orch; line 


Co-producer (with Sullivan): Marlo 

Lewis 
Director: Roland Gillett 
Set: Richard Rychtarik 
60 Mins.; Sun., 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 
CBS-TV, from N. Y. 

Top vaude and nitery talent 
available for television is going to 
be at a premium in the very near 
future. That’s undoubtedly the 
most important conclusion to be 
drawn from the new Ed Sullivan- 
CBS-TV “Toast of the Town” show, 
which preemed Sunday (20) night. 

Program follows the vaudeo for- 
mat already instituted by the “Tex- 
aco Star Theatre” on the NBC-TV 
web, spotlighting topname per- 
formers in a series of vaude acts. 
With WPIX (Daily News, N. Y.) 
coming up with two other shows of 
the same ilk in the near future, 
it’s difficult to determine where 
all the falent will come from. 


Television Reviews 


+? 


‘www i 


. 








Broadcasters are already convinced 
that the public will soon tire of the 
same acts, if they’re repeated too 
‘often, and the performers will un- 
doubtedly refuse too many Ty 
dates for the same type of shows. 
With a top talent array, the new 
'CBS offering couldn’t help but be 
| entertaining. It lacked sparkle of 
ithe Texaco show, however, chiefly 
because Sullivan, as an emcee, is a 
good newspaper columnist. He’s 
(affable enough and certainly has 
;enough show biz knowhow to lend 
| authority to his job, but he doesn’t 
jhave the comedy touch of Milton 
| Berie, Texaco’s current emcee. 
| Program’s lush production 
|mountings pointed up CBS’ deter- 
jinination, after almost a year’s TV 
| standstill, te buek NBC for the top 
| programming spot. Show was 
|staged at.»CBS radio’s Studio 44 
| (the Maxine Elliott theatre), where 
|the deep stage gave the perform- 





'pages in the newspapers and suc-/ers plenty of room, even though 


|dancer Kathryn Lee had to terp 
| her way around a piano at times. 
Set was neatly designed by Richard 
| Ry chtarik, and director Roland 
Gillett took full advantage of the 
| SRO audience. Gillett had consid- 
|erable trouble with one of his cam- 
eras, which kept going out of focus, 
'but otherwise handled the show 
| OKay. 

Talent, on the whole, was stand- 
}out. Tops were .Dean Martin and 
|Jerry Lewis with ther zany com- 
|edics. CBS was guilty again, how- 
ever, of permitting them to give 
/out with some blue material, okay 
|for their nitery work but certainly 
| not for tele. Singer Monica Lewis, 
Miss Lee and pianist Eugene List 
all shone in their spots. Sullivan 
handled his interviews with fight 
referee Ruby Goldstein and legit 
producers Richard Rodgers and 
Oscar Hammerstein II capably. 
Show was cut excellently by Ray 
Bloch and his orch. 

In all, “Toast” proved that TV 
can be as good as the talent it pre- 
sents. If Sullivan and CBS can con- 
tinue hpoking such top acts, the 
show will offer a natural for any 
prospective sponsor. Stal. 





ROMEO & JULIET BALLET 
With Eleanore Chapin, . Douglas 

Moppert, Daniel Perna, Audrea 

Price, Ray Gaintner, Will Inglis, 
others 
Producer: Paul Nickell 
Sets: W. Craig Smith 
Lighting: Carl Weger 
Choreographer: Miss Chapin 
30 Mins.; Thurs. (17), 10 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC-TV, from Philadelphia. 
| . With this, an unheralded little 
show emanating from the studios 
of WPTZ (Philco, Philadelphia), 
NBC television came up with a 
new form of TV entertainment that 
gave promise of offering plenty of 
lookability both to longhairs and 
the less highly-cultured viewers. 
It was a ballet version of Shake- 
speare’s “Romeo and Juliet,” spe- 
cially choreographed for the me- 
dium by Eleanore Chapin and per- 
formed to the music Prokofieff’s 
“Romeo and Juliet” and Tchaikow- 
sky’s “R. and J. Overture.” 

Ballet has been sorely missing 
from the video scene since Paul 
Belanger’s days as a staff director 
at CBS-TV, N. Y. Miss Chapin’s 
show matched those of Belanger 
(he’s now program manager of 
WATV, Newark) in every phase. 
Sets were especially well designed 
for the production, the costumes 
were neatly executed and the 
camera work, under the capable 
touch of Paul Nickell was good. 
He wisely refrained from indulg- 
ing in too many trick effects, pre- 
ferring instead to use his cameras 
only to aid the choreography, 
which was all to the good. More 
closeups, at least to establish the 
characters, would have perked up 
the show. 

Miss Chapin trimmed the Shake- 
speareah tragedy neatly into a half- 
hour dance, version. Characters 
were confined to those necessary to 
tell the story, including in addi- 
tion to the principals, Mercutio, 
Tybalt, Lord and Lady Capulet, the 
‘nurse, etc. Dancers on the whole 
were excellent, with the duelling 
scenes between Mercutio and 
Tybalt and then Tybalt and Romeo 
especially well-choreographed and 
terped. One of the few weak fac- 
tors in the production was the 
lighting, with the studio engineers 
apparently unable to move the 
light banks in with the cameras for 
a closeup. 

Why NBC failed to announce the 
show in its advance listings and so 
attract more viewers hasn't been 
explained. It’s to be hoped, how- 
ever, that WPTZ will give Miss 
Chapin a chance to do more shows 
of the same calibre and that NBC 
will continue to feed them to its 
east coast network. Way the 
show followed the “Barney Blake 

(Continued on page 30) 
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Sports Crowd Drama in May's 


Listing of New 


With the major league baseball + 


York Audience Pull 





teams settling down into the usual 
early summer pennant battles, tele- 
vision sports viewing in the New 
York metropolitan area took a 
sharp rebound during May. Ac- 
cording to Pulse ratings for the 
month, sports 
with dramatic shows as the TV 
presentations with the biggest au- 
dience. 

Drama shows actually received 
the highest rating during the 292 
quarter-hours of telecasts covered 
by Pulse during May, with a 36.2 
average. All the legiters, including 
“Kraft Television Theatre,’ Thea- 
tre Guild productions, “Tonight on 
Broadway” and “Barney Blake, Po- 
lice Reporter,” however, were aired 
at night and, according to Pulse, 
a daytime drama would probably 
have pulled the rating down. 

Visual sports shows achieved a 
24.4 rating, but included both day- 
time and evening shows. Fact that 
Saturday and Sunday afternoon 
baseball games chalked up an aver- 
age of 37.5 in 22 quarter-hours of 
telecast time indicates that, if any 
night baseball games had _ been 
played during May, the average 
for sports would have been upped 
considerably. Average rating for 
all daytime sports shows was 21.2, 
with daytime baseball up to 22.6. 
Evening sports shows, including 
boxing and wrestling but sans 
baseball, were rated at 28.6. 


Kid shows ranked third in the 
May ratings, with a 24.2. These 
are usually aired between 5 and 
7 p.m. and thus. consistently 
achieve high ratings. Next in line 
were quiz shows, with a 21.5 rat- 
ing, and comedy-variety programs, 
with 20.2. 

Telecasts of feature films take 
up the most TV programming time 
next to sports, according to the 
Pulse survey, which showed 62 
quarter-hours of films aired dur- 
ing the May survey week. Ratings 
run the scale from low to high, 
depending on the appeal of the 
film and the competition on other 
stations. 


DuMont’s Off-the-Tube 
Pix Service Restricted 
To Its Affiliates Only 


DuMont’s tele-transcription serv- 
ice, contrary to previous indica- 
tions, will not be available to all 
stations throughout the country. 
According to DuMont tele-tran- 
scription chief Edward Carroll, the 
films, recorded off the face of a 
viewing tube, will be sold only to 
DuMont affiliates and so will repre- 
sent “nothing more than a differ- 
ent mechanical means of creating a 
network.” 


Consequently, Carroll declared, 
the new transcription service 
doesn’t mean that DuMont is going 
into the film distribution business 
or that it will syndicate shows orig- 
inating in its own studios to all 
other stations, regardless of their 
network affiliation. Service will 
follow the basic pattern of radio 
networking, meaning that each Du- 
Mont affiliate will be permitted to 
run the transcription only once. 

A temporary price structure has 
been established but won't be set 
into motion until it’s been studied 
further. Prices will not be pro- 
rated on the basis of set circulation 
in each affiliate’s city, Carroll said. 
Instead, he explained, the affiliates 
will be charged for sustainers, 
Same as they are in radio, and will 
be paid for commercial shows. 

Carroll declared that DuMont 
toppers haven't yet considered 
whether to use tele-transcriptions 
exclusively, even for those stations 
that are connected by coaxial 
cable. For example, it might be 
Possible for DuMont’s WTTG in 
Washington to be fed its network 
shows from WABD, N.Y.. via film 
instead of through the cable, where 
timeliness isn’t a factor. It’s be- 
lieved that the comparative prices 
of the two methods of networking 
will determine the eventual answer. 








ranked on a par! 


Drama Leads 


Following is the way various 


types ot television shows were 
rated by Pulse, Inc., for the 
month of May. Survey is based 
on 292 quarter-hours of air 


| ; 
time covered by Pulse during 


the month. 


No.of Aver- 
quarter- age 
hours rating 
Drama ee ae 36.2 
Visual Sports.... 88 24.4 
Kid Shows. ...... 32 24.2 
Quiz Shows 6 21:5 
Comedy-Variety.. 17 20.2 
Sports News... li 19.2 
News 27 17.2 
Films 62 15.6 
Musie i 5 13.8 
Food and Cookery 5 13.5 
Miscellaneous (in- 
cluding Hobby 
Shows, Fashions, 
ete.) . 26 12.6 








P&G Debuts On 


TV with Fashions 


Procter & Gamble is making its 





'debut in television through a half- 
| hour show, “Fashions on Parade,” 
which it has bought on WABD, 
|DuMont’s New York key. The 
|soaper is expected to expand its 
‘TV operations by the fall with what 
looks at least three shows in New 
| York. Details of its overall TV ac- 
‘tivity for the 1948-49 season will 
be disclosed when P & G releases 
its budget in a couple weeks. 

“Parade,” which has been run- 
‘ning as a sustainer in a Friday 
night niche the past 19 weeks, will 
be moved to another night when it 
goes under the P & G wing. The 
sponsorship will become effective 
the third week of July. Lever Bros. 
and Colgate-Palmolive-Peet will 
| probably be heard from on matter 
video within a short time now that 
P & G, a member of this big three, 
has taken the plunge. 

“Parade” makes the third half- 
hour stanza sold by WABD within 
a couple weeks, the others being 
the Thursday night installment of 
“Small Fry” to General Foods and 
“Charade Quiz” to Whalen’s Drugs. 


Greig Quits ABC For 
Sales Post at DuMont 


Humboldt J. Greig has resigned 
‘from the sales staff of ABC to be- 
‘come salesmanager of the DuMont 
|fagship, WABD, N. Y. He will op- 
erate directly with Leonard Hole, 
general manager of the station and 
other DuMont televising opera- 
tions. : ; 

Understanding is that Greig will 
at the outset concentrate his efforts 
on WABD and, after the going here 
is on an even keel, expand his activ- 
ities over the DuMont chain, both 
as to selling live hookups and de- 
veloping sales in connection with 
DuMont's _ teletranscription net- 
work. ; 

Greig, who held the title of as- 
sistant to the v.p. in charge of sales 
at ABC, joined that network in 


1941. 











WBKB Hikes Rates 


Chicago, June 22. 
' Rates of WBKB move from $500 
to $800 per hour for studio shows 
next week in line with Chi's arrival 
at the 25,000 count in tele set in- 
stallations. Station's rates are 
geared to the set count, with a hike 
to $1,000 per hour due at the 35,- 
000 mark. : 
Increase points up the rapid 
climb in installations since WGN- 
TV bowed here in April. Total at 
that time was past 16.000 sets. 
Earlier, in March, when the count 
'reached 15,000, WBKB raised its 
jrates from $375 to $500 per hour. 








PREFERS FILM 
cOAFAD VS. WEB 


What could prove of prime sig- 
nificance to the immediate develop- 
|'ment of commercial television is 
|the stance that Lucky Strike 
|(Amerigan Tobacco Co.) has taken 
| on the matter of broadcast cover- 
|}age for its future programs. The 
| cig firm has revealed that it is “not 
| Satisfied” with the coverage re- 
jsi¥ainis that a network arrange- 
ment imposes at present and that 
it hopes by the fall to be able to 
spot its programs into every com- 
munity with a video outlet through 
recorded films. 

Lucky’s dislike of coverage limi- 
tations has, it appears, much to do 
with its hestitation to renew the 
“Barney Blake” series, which it is 
currently underwriting on NBC. 
The account had not up to press 
time yesterday (Tuesday) advised 
the network whether it will con- 
tinue as sponsor after July 15 but 
it has made no bones over its dis- 
pleasure over NBC’s policy in con- 
nection with “Blake” on two 
; counts. NBC has .rejected Lucky's 
| suggestion that it be permitted to 
feed “Blake” to other than NBC 
affiliates and also to let the client 
'use any method other than NBC’s 
in transferring the live show to 
| film. 

Meeting head on here are two 
points of view that both sides ad- 
mit are irreconcileable. It is Amer- 
ican Tobacco’s contention that it 
cannot do an effective advertising 
job via video unless it is free to 
spot its shows where it elects, at 
least until such time as some net- 
work can furnish it with national 
coverage. NBC’s position is that it 
could not grant any departure from 
a policy limiting its programs to 
NBC affiliates without destroying 
the very foundation of network 
operations. 

Eyes Kinescope 

In an effort to find a way out of 
its dilemma Lucky Strike has been 
giving considerable attention to 
Paramount’s film _ transcribing 
method, the Kinescope recorder. 
The advertiser is sympathetically 
disposed to Paramount's teclinique 
and the only reservation that it has 
about linking itself with that 
method is the question of cost. The 

(Continued on page 28) 


Barbour Exits ‘LCBB’ 
For B&B Tele Spot 


Oliver Barbour. director of “Life 
Can Be Beautiful” for the last 10 
ivears, gives up the assignment 
'July 1 to become director of tele- 
lvision of Benton & Bowles. That 
lis the date the Procter & Gamble 
daytimer shifts with the Spick & 
Span account from Dancer-Fitzger- 
ald-Sample to the Biow agency. 

Carlo De Angelo succeeds 
“LCBB” director. 
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Estimate 10,000,000 Viewers For 
Fight Tonight in G.0.P. TV Recess 





Stratovision Debut 

Westinghouse Electric will 
unveil its Stratovision method 
of networking television shows 
to the trade press for the first 
time tonight (‘Wed.) with a 
pickup of both the Louis-Wal- 
cott fight and the Republican 
National convention. Shows 
will be received from their 
east coast origination points in 


a B-29 flying 25.000 feet over - 


Pittsburgh and retransmitted 
to WLWT (‘Cresley, Cincinnati). 
Latter station will then trans- 
mit the signals to video sets in 
Chillicothe, O., where trade 
reporters are being flown by 
Westinghouse for the opera- 
tion. 


FCC has allocated West- 
inghouse channel 6 for the 
demonstration. Electric firm 


plans eventually to be able to 
network shows across the con- 
tinent with six planes con- 
stantly in’ the air, which will 
pick up the TV signals from 
the ground and transmit them 
to the next plane in the string. 
It’s planned eventually to use 
twin-engine planes for the job, 
instead of the B-29 being used 
for demonstration purposes. 








Interim Pact On 


Duplicating Shows 





Television coverage of the Re- 
publican national convention in 
Philadelphia is to be interrupted 
at 10 p.m. tonight (Wed.), for NBC 
to bring viewers an on-the-spot 
pickup of the Joe Louis-Joe, Wal- 
cott fight from Yankee Stadium, 
N. Y. An estimated 10,000,000 
viewers are expected to watch the 
heavyweight championship bout on 
NBC's seven-station TV network 
from Boston te Richmond, Va. (See 
story on theatre television of the 
fight on page 1.) 

Deal for NBC to televise the 
fight under sponsorship of Gillette 
Safety Razor was reported set sev- 
eral months ago. Through fear 
that too much advance publicity on 
the telecast might hurt the gate, 
however, both the web and Gill- 
ette agreed not to ballyhoo the 
event until three days before its 
occurrence. Video set dealers in 
all cities on the network, conse- 
quently, have plugged convention 
coverage as their lure to prospec- 
tive set buyers instead of the fight 
until early this week. 


It hasn’t been ascertained yet 
what will be going on in Philly’s 
Convention Hall at the time the 
fight is scheduled. Because of the 
intense interest in the return bout 
and the fact that it can be seen in 
Philly, there has been talk that the 
GOP party leaders may be con- 
vinced to reccess tonigtit’s session 
long enough for delegates to wit- 
ness the fight, or to adjourn until 
tomorrow (Thurs.) morning. 

Gillette’s sponsorship tonight 
marks the first time that rights to 
a championship fight have been 
bought without participation finan- 


An interim agreement for simul- | cially by one of the broadcasters. 
taneous telecast of. radio programs | Gillette will sponsor the airings on 


has been reached by the networks, 
agencies, sponsors and indie pack- 
age firms, and the performer 
unions, the American Federation of 
Radio Artists and its parent Asso- 
ciated Actors & Artistes of Amer- 
ica. It will be in effect until Sept. 
1 or until negotiations for a video 
code are completed. 

Under the terms of the tempo- 
rary pact, the broadcasters-tele- 
casters agree to pay extra fees for 
simultaneous video performances, 


the amount to be decided by indi- 
' Off the mezzanine seats in right- 


vidual negotiation with the artists 
involved. They also agree that any 
film of a simultaneous AM-FM per- 
formance may not be telecast more 
than once, that a film of a sustain- 
ing show may not be telecast com- 
mercially, and that a film of a 
sponsored program may not be tele- 
cast for any other sponsor. 

It is stipulated that all perform- 
ers on radio-video shows must be 
members of one of the 4A’s unions. 

The companies agree not to sue 
or otherwise penalize any per- 
former for breach of contract in 
case of strike, and the unions’ right 
to strike is recognized. Either party 
may cancel the agreement on 30 
days’ notice. 








Toppers of the talent unions and 
| guilds in broadcasting don't intend 
'to get caught on the horns of any 
| television dilemmas they can avoid. 
In New York, via the Assn. of 
Broadcast Unions and Guilds, 


ries of seminars, probably to run 
six to eight weeks, starting early 
\in July, specifically to explore ail 
possible problems presented by the 
new medium. 

Whole tentative plan will get a 
| going over and final details will be 


meeting. 





they've blueprinted plans for a se- ' 
RDG local, and Oliver W. Nicoll, 


set tomorrow ‘Thurs.) at an ABUG 
‘seminars and Winston O'Keefe, di- 

Project was initiated at the sug- | rector, 
gestion of George Heller, exec sec- | unions and guilds in ABUG with a 


Talent Unions, Guilds Prep Series 
Of TV Seminars to Explore Medium 


planning committee was formed, 


‘composed of Heller, Earle McGill, 


national Radio Directors Guild 


_prexy; James A. Stabile, eastern 


regional secretary of the Radio 


| Writers Guild; Charles Polacheck, 


tele rep on the council of the N. Y. 


acting ABUG chairman. Later, By- 
ron McKinney, of the American 
Theatre Wing Professional Train- 
ing Program; William Sweets and 


| Nicki Burnett of RDG were added. 


ATW’s Professional Training 
Program was enlisted to set up the 
the 


circularized seven 


retary of the American Federation | questionnaire asking the groups to 


| of Radio Artists. As a result, 





Other television news on 
‘| page 7. 











a: check preferences in topics to be 
| tackled. Some of these are: “Juris- 
| dictional Problems,” “Unorganized 
Aspects of TV,” “Developing Trade 
| Practices,” 


and “Personnel Re- 


quirements of TV.” 





| both NBC-TV and the ABC radio 
| web. Razor firm paid a reported 
| $125,000 for the. combined rights 
| and then assigned NBC to handle 
| the tele pickup. NBC and Gillette 


reportedly shared the purchase 
price. 

Fight will be the fourth Louis 
title bout to be televised by NBC. 
As in previous bouts, the web will 
use three cameras for the pickup, 
two to be set up on a platform 
erected behind the seats in the in- 
field and the third one in a cage 


centre field. NBC, consequently, 
will be able to focus a variety of 
camera angles on _ receiving 
screens. Bob Stanton, who’s an- 
nounced all previous Louis fights 
for NBC, will handle the commen- 
tary, with the between-rounds as- 
sist from web staffer Ray Forrest. 


Maxwell Dickers For 
Old Knick Music Hall 


For Tele Originations 


Robert Maxwell, indie radio 
producer, is dickering to acquire 
the Old Knickerbocker Music Hall, 
N. Y., as a location for television 
shows. He'd continue the restau- 
rant business there, but would re- 
place its present music hall type 
ar with video origina- 
tions. 


Besides producing tele shows of 
his own, he figures on making it 





_available to sponsors, ad agencies 


and video companies. The spot 
vas already been used for one or 
two single telecasts. 


BARRY WOOD SETS FIRST 
PRODUCER-ACTOR PACT 


First producer-director-perform- 
er contract in television was inked 
this week by emcee-baritone Barry 
Wood and CBS-TV. His initial as- 
signment for the web is to build a 
musical talent series starring him- 
self and tentatively scheduled to 
preem next month. 

Wood will continue in radio only 
with the “Barry Wood Show,” tran- 
scribed series with Marget Whit- 
ing. His only previous TV experi- 
ence was in several guest shots 
made while working theatre dates 
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Wednesday, June 23, 1948 








Writers: George Hall, June Car- 


roll, James Shelten, 
Siegel, Jeff Bailey 
Director: Ken Burton 
36 Mins.; Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 
MAXWELL HOUSE 
NBC, from New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 


Burns & Allen’s summer stand- | riet” 
revue is one of 
in the het 
It’s ee ae 

1, and saucy. It has only one 
nn ta ‘iefeet: it eries out for visual- 
It ought to be great on 


Sillman is the Broad- 
way producer who has siazed a 
number ef revues under the “New 
Faces” title, dating back well over 
That why ge vvdig 
sreund in this. field is evi in 
this air version. That Benton & 
Bowles v_p. Walter Craig and his 
adbeoys know how to turn a smart 
commercial also is highly evident. 

In the teeoff last week, guestar 
Louise Heward (rest of the cast 
comprises a regular “stock com- 
pany”) uncorked boff interpreta- 
“Whiffenpoot 
Song” as sung by a little gal from 
the Deep South, by the daughter 


in, this fast 
the freshesi notes 
weather ether. 


ization. 


television. 
Leonard 


160 years. 


tions of the Yale 


of a Yale man who wanted a son 


and by “the little girl with a smile 
June Carroll, who 
scripts her own stuff, offered a 
smart sketch of a girl who takes a 


in her voice.” 


giamorizing course. Other sketches 


featurins various members of the 


company, verve, originality 
and an effect of fun-doing-it. 


episodes suffered here and there 


however, from scripting which 
seemed to overlook the ear-only 


factor of radio. At these points 


especially, ene realized the great 
of revues upon eye- 


dependency 
appeal: pantomime, cheesecake 
ey getups and settings, etc 


tirical stuff is badly needed on 


the air. Sketches of the 
Faces” type are a welcome thing 


The 


“New 


MUSICOMEDY 

With Jehnny Desmond, Julie Con- 
‘way, Kenny Bowers, Den Appell, 
Escorts Quartet; Raymond Paige 
orch.; Dan Seymour, announcer 

Producer - Director: Lindsay Mac- 
Harrie 


Writers: Fred Methot, Don Agger 
3@ Mins., Fri., 9:30 p.m. 
INTERNATIONAL SILVER 
CBS, frem New York 

(Young & Rubicam) 


As summer replacement shows 
go, this new Young & Rubicam 
series peddied to International Sil- 
; ver as standin for “Ozzie and Har- 
has a distinct element of 
freshness and originality about it. 
But on last Friday's (18) premiere 
on CBS, “Musicomedy” definitely 
failed to achieve its potential. 


The idea is a good one—setting 
contemporary short stories to a 
musical comedy format. Talent- 
wise all the ingredients are there: 
Jehnny Desinend and Julie Con 
way (previously trademarked in 
radio as the Oxydol sparkle girl) 
for the male and ingenue leads and 
the love dueting, with Raymond 
Paige’s sock musical background- 
ing and original improvisations. 
But in taking it from there, Y&R 
somehow got lost in trying to inte- 
grate the musical sequences with 
the “libretto.” 

The initial broadcast offered a 
musicomedy adaptation of Patter- 
son McNutt’s short story, “Slightly 
Terrific,” about a New York sports 


writer who gets the Hollywood 
*|comeon. As it came over the air, 
however, almost the entire first 


half wound up as a series of cue 
lines in which the Desmond-Con- 
way duo expressed its feelings for 
»>|each other by chirping the first few 
bars of a flock of standard pops. 


The second half had _ slightly 
more meaning, with some of 
Paige’s original scoring and a sock 
sequence by Kenny Bowers (his 
first air show) suggesting that, with 
some more tinkering to achieve 
better integration during its sum- 
mer “tryout,” “Musicomedy” might 
be ready as a bigtime fall entry in 
the programming ste 

ose. 


, 


But they need to be written so | 73, ARE COMING OVER 


they’re gay without taxing the 


imagination. 


Perhaps the proof of the preem’s 
weakness in this regagi was the 
studio audience’s obvious enjoy- 
seenes which 
offered no such hilarity to the 


ment of certain 


dialer. 


Sillman, as host, kept his intros 
Skyriders, a mixed 

quartet, contributed spritely. The 
coffee commercials were not only 
in keeping, but every whit as en- 
Typical 
was one taking off on the eurrent 
listeners in 48 
States had tried for the jackpot 
prize but failed to guess who was 
President of the U. S.; fimally a 


called; she guessed Harry Truman; 
she won 16 Fifth Ave buses, the 
but she 
want any of these—she 


brief. The 


tertaining as the revue. 


giveaway craze: 


Brooklyn Bridge, 
didn’t 
wanted a Ib. of M. H. coffee. 


etc., 


“New Faces” may be a little too 
smart for run-of-the-mill B&A lis- : , 
It remains to be seen: the | of the aim of the series, the se- 

This was the 


teners. 
Hoopers will tell. 


Denald, Stan Shaw 
Writer-Preducer: Gene King 
15 Mins.; Men. (14), 9:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WCOP, Boston 

This stanza teed off an interest- 
ing community service project be- 
ing undertaken by the Cowles’ hub 
station. Learning that a group of 
Mass. Institute of Technology stu- 
dents planned to invite 73 outstand- 
ing engineering students from vari- 
ous countries of Europe to attend 
12-week summer courses at MIT as 
their guests, WCOP aired appeals 
for coniributions to the students’ 
fund. Following up, the station 
with this stanza launched a series 
of weekly programs on which one 
of the visiting students, Jeffrey 
Monday of London, will report the 
progress of the visitors’ tour of 
study, their experiences, their at- 


etc. 
Aside from a brief explanation 





quence in question was devoted to 


chance the B&B crew knew they | 2" introduction of Monday, via a 


were taking. But they deserve a 


shortwaved interview with him 


kudo for tossing. listeners some-~ !"9™ London by Andy MacDonald, 


thing different in summer fare. 
. Doan. 





With Walter His weekly reports to WCOP 
Director: Lillian Okun dialers should be worth catching, 
30 Mins., Sun., 1 p.m. as an intelligent young visitor’s 
Sustaining viewpoints on American life and 
WMCA, N. Y¥. megrernnrn een — ony gy Se 
musical a commendable alertness for loca 
cee is ae oy rag Dad programming values on WCOP'’s 
taining way on Walter Hendi's| P#"t- 
has designed the show along | IT’S IN THE BAG 
pedagogical lines, there’s no stodgi- With Jehnny Olsen, Irving Landau 
ness or pontifical overtones that| ., Oreh; Arthur Scanlan, announcer 
mar the easy bility of this Producer: William Von Zahle 
layout. It’s a in which the | 29 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 12:30 p.m. 


laymen can add to his lore of clas- Ss 


sies and 


juves are, happily 
the program, not musical geniuses. 


“They make plausible errors which 
add to the program’s entertaining 


qualities. 
On session caught, Hend! dwelt 


on identification of musical instru- 


He’s gathered a gen- 
bright batch of kids who 


of the BBC. Monday, a 2l-year- 
old postgrad and youth leader, de- 
scribed his current studies and 
hew he was selected for the MIT 
visit. 





ustaining 
WINS, New York 

This latest of the quiz stanzas, 
geared to hausfrau listening, is con- 
ducted by the comic Johnny Olsen 
and ‘originates from the feeland 
Restaurant, N. Y., Monday through 
Friday. Contestants are drawn 
from luncheon patronage (at $1.20 
per head) and brought to the mike 
to answer lists of questions. Each 
is given a market bag and for cor- 
rectly answering questions is re- 
warded with groceries, tinware and 
other household goods. There is 
also a capital question for which 
winner is given the jackpot prize. 
Latter consists of more expensive 





the o Aig cnet pone ~ merchandise 

_ known, Nag Pgh ree weed On stanza caught Thursday (17) 
when music was through | Olsen handled things in glib man- 
_ the voice only, later came the ad-|ner and brought up a half-dozen 
ie: _of rhythem percus-|contestants for giveaways, 
os mat ements, k which ranged from groceries to a 
"Faby, ‘se = be Seat ot | open Ratan charge oie 

recordings of | spaced the ga ons 
to his points.|of instrumentals that provided re- 

‘ ose. ‘freshing relief. Edba. 


With Jeffrey Monday, Andy Mac- 


titudes toward Boston, the U. S.. | 


MEET CORLISS ARCHER 
With Janet Walde, Sam Edwards, 

Irene T w, Fred ; 

Wendell Niles, announcer, 

Charles Dant, cenducter 
Writer: Michael Cramoy 
Director: Bert Prager 
30 Mins.,; — 10 p.m, EDT 
LEVER BROS. 

NBC, from Hollywood 
(F, C & B) ‘ 

“Meet Corliss Archer” pretty 
much _ typifies commercial radio. 
A sort of femme edition of “Ald- 
rich Family” in the perennial- 
juve comedy-story classification, 
it is another extension of a legit 


play (in this case, “Kiss and 
Tell”), which the original author 
(F. Hugh Herbert) no _ longer 


bothers to write, but on which he 
merely ,collects a royalty while 
hired understudies grind out end- 
less and virtually indistinguishable 
variations of the same vid plot. 
Whatever life-spark and freshness 
and urgency it may have had once 
has gradually become formula. 
And formula is both the basis and 
bane of commercial radio writing. 


Not that “Corliss” is a bad show; 
it isn’t. But neither is it good. 
It’s merely a standard commodity 
in a business in which the stand- 
ard is frequently mediocre and 
the mediocre is frequently suc- 
cessful. In this instance the suc- 
cess has been registered for sev- 
eral different sponsors and in 
various time spots. And if the rat- 
ing has gradually diminished as 
the property became shepwern, 
it has presumably continued to 
pay off in listeners-per-dollar to 
the advertiser. 

For its summer premiere as the 
Bob Hope replacement for Lever’s 
Pepsodent, the plot reverted to 
the original, elaborately concocted, 
transparent “Kiss and Tell” situa- 
tion, in which the hairbrain par- 
ents assume their teenage daugh- 
ter has married the goony boy 
next door. Despite competent, if oc- 
casionally over-emphatic, perform- 
ance, it seemed less plausible and 
the humor less diverting than 
ever. Nor did the copy about “the 
smile that wins is the Pepsedent 
smile—Pepsodent, with Irium” 
sound exactly inspired. 


But that is unquestionably com- 
mercial radio—successful com- 
mercial radie. So perhaps it isn’t 
realistic to expect something bet- 
ter. Hobe. 


A CHILD’S WORLD 
With Charles Herring and Guests 
15 Mins., Sat., 11:30 a.m. 
Sustaining 
KJR, Seattle 

A smart entry in the field of lo- 
calizing of network programs in 
this local followup program to 
ABC’s “A Childs’ World.” Pro- 
duced in cooperation with the 
Seattle Community Chest & Coun- 
cil, and using a different panel of 
four experts each week, this quar- 
ter-hour session adds much to the 


level and often interjecting realis- 
tic answers and interpretations to 
‘the questions and comments of the 





|children on the netwoork program. 
On this session the subject was 


“Worrying,” and facts that a child’s | 


| worries often represent concern or 
| interest; that worrying can indicate 
, Srowth, and that a child’s worrying 
|is usually a reflection of the wor- 
|vries of the parents were some of 
jthe points brought out by the panel. 
Value of followup is enhanced 
because participants can evaluate 
the children’s comments as _ to 
whether fhey are saying what they 
really feel or what they think they 
should feel and lends itself par- 
ticularly to tieins with local prob- 
lems. Reed. 


LEADERS IN EXILE 
With Meade Davidson 

15 Mins.; Thurs., 10 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WWRL, N. Y. 

Aiming its quarter-kilowatt of 
power at the Iron Curtain, this en- 
terprising indie has come up with 
the ingenious idea of interviewing 
leaders who fled from their coun- 
tries in eastern Europe now un- 
| der Soviet domination. With top 
| handling, this program idea would 





make a firstrate contribution to the 
modern historical reeord. Meade 
Davidson, WWRL news commenta- 
tor, fails to make the best of his 
chances. His interviews don't probe 
into the subject matter—they tend 
instead to puff up the subject. He 
has an artificial literary style of 
‘delivery that detracts from listen- 
ability. 

Ex-King Peter of Yugoslavia 
gave a royal kickoff to the series. 
He gave his life story and then 
stated his criticisms of the present 
Tito regime in his country. Peter’s 
comments were  well-formulated 
and frank even though they could 
naturally be suspected of bias. Da- 
vidson said: “I know it wiil be 
ridiculous to ask how long before 
you think you will occupy the 
throne again,” but asked it anyway. 
Peter’s answer was cleverer than 
the question. - Herm. 





Shields;|With Nelson Eddy, 


value of the network show, bring- | 
ing discussions down to the local | 


KRAFT MUSIC HALL SUMMER 


~ gt Dorothy Kir- 
sten, Robert Armbruster orch; 
n Carpenter, announcer 
hae tty moe Billy Wilgus 
30 Mins., Thurs., 9 p.m. 
KRAFT CHEESE 
NBC, from Hollywood 
(Walter Thompson} 

Airily informal and chummy, the 
summer edition of the Kraft Music 
Hall breezed in Thursday (17) for 
a 15-week period replacing the reg- 
ular Al Jolson show which returns 
Sept. 30. New layout has Nelson 
Eddy as its top name augmented 
by Metopera soprano Dorothy Kir- 
sten and Robert Armbruster's or- 
chestra. ; 

While the stanza, of course, 1s 
well larded with light music, the 
format also strives to achieve a 
healthy spirit of levity between 
Eddy, Miss Kirsten, Armbruster 
and announcer Ken Carpenter 


Dialog tried hard to ooze into the 
comic vein but often the attempt 
at humor appeared too artifical 
and forced to result in much laugh- 
ter from dialers. On the musical 
side Eddy ably contributed a quar- 
tet of numbers, opening with his 
hackneyed standby, “Stout Hearted 
Men.” Miss Kirsten capably chirped 
“Stars in My Eyes” and “Dancing 
in the Dark” while both singers 
dueted ‘Wanting, You.” ; 

Armbruster clicked with a piano 
solo of Chopin’s “Minute Waltz” 
and in general turned in a work- 
manlike job as musical director. 
Announcer Carpenter shared em- 
cee chores with Eddy. Sprinkled 
through the 30 minutes were three 
plugs for Kraft Mayonnaise. Pro- 
ducer-director Billy Wilgus lac- 
quered the replacement with a neat 
productional sheen and on the over- 
all the show is an innocuous sum- 
mer filler. tub 


ee 
CBC MOVIE CRITIC 
With Clyde Gilmour 
Producer: Art Sager 
15 mins: Sun. 7:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBC, ffem Vancouver 

Realizing that people do go to 
%ee motion pictures, the CBC pre- 
sents each week on the Trans- 
Canada Net Clyde Gilmour, a 
feature writer with the Vancouver 
Daily Province and a special writer 
for numerous Canadian mags who 
also “likes to go to the movies.” 
Steering away from the usual fast 
chatter and ringing of chimes of 
Jimmy Fidler, Gilmour has a pleas- 
ing voice that should reach well 
into many Canadian homes coast- 
to-coast. 

Gilmour, often criticized in the 
pix trade of favoring those from 
England, is very fair in his treat- 
ment of all pix. 

On show caught Gilmour 
slammed home the statement that 
he wouldn’t recommend seeing “It 
Always Rains On Sunday,” (Rank) 
because it was as dull and oppres- 
sive as its title sounds despite 
some fine acting. 

While Canadians are very con- 


them. He is presented as “an out- 
spoken critic’ who likes you to 
know what he thinks of pictures. 

As easily as he hacks away at 
one picture he can pass along 
‘orchids to another. He called 
| ‘Northside 777” (20th) well worth 
/seeing. Knocking RKO’s “If You 
Knew Susie” as a routine little 
comedy, in the next breath he 
handed orchids to that company’s 
“IT Remember Mama.” 

Gilmour has a voice which is 
not the best for radio, yet it is 
adequate. His delivery is sure and 
kept at an even pace and is punc- 
tuated by intelligent inflection. He 
should guard against using too 
many $64 words which probably 
compels many a person to switch 
the dial. 

CBC is to be lauded for having 
the courage for presenting a pro- 
— which plugs a competing 

eld. 


THREE ALARM 





With Stan Gee, Henry Pildner 
Sextet, Reg Merridew, Ernie 
Benedict and Range _ Riders, 


Kendall Sisters 
Producer: Stan Gee 
Writer: Jim Orgill 
60 Mins., Mon-thru-Fri., 9 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WGAR, Cleveland 

Moving strongly into the morn- 
ing field, WGAR has parlayed its 
staff talent into one hour of fun 
and frolic with a potpourri of such 
ingredients as music, gimmicks and 
write-in winners. The write-ins 
are asked to name the exact time 
they think three alarm clocks will 
go off, the alarm having been desig- 
nated to ring by some outstanding 
celebrity at three times during the 
am. session. Persons coming 
closest to the ringoff mark are 
given an award, usually a piece of 
electrical equipment for the house. 
For housewives this is as neat a 
giveaway as heard on local air- 
waves. 

Talent-wise the show moves 





(Continued on page 28) 


- 


servative, they do like honesty and | 
that is exactly what Gilmour feeds | 


MR. DELEGATE 

With George Hicks, Dr. Hugh Hope 
15 Mins.; Daily, 4:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

ABC, from Philadelphia 


Here’s ABC”s attempt to do via 
radio what newspapers and maga- 
zines have done successfully for 
years—that is, cover an extensive, 
largely impersonal story in terms 
of an individual’s day-to-day ex- 
periences and reactions. In such 
an undertaking radio has unique 
advantages and disadvantages. In 
this case, the stunt seems reason- 
ably entertaining and successful. 

With George Hicks as the re- 
porter-interviewer, the program is 
covering the Republican national 
convention in Philadelphia through 
the doings and remarks of one of 
the ordinary delegates, Dr. Hugh 
Hope, a physician of Hunter, Kans. 
The series started Friday (18) with 
Hope in Topeka to attend a meet- 
ing of the state medical beard. 
The second broadcast was from 
Chicago and the third from Phila- 
delphia, where it will remain for 
the duration of the convention. 

Radio, in contrast to the press, 
ean give this kind of materia! im- 
mediacy and intimacy, but it can- 
not gloss over the subject’s self- 
consciousness and lack of articu- 
lateness. It cannet make the from- 
script spiels sound spontaneous, 
nor some of the politico guest in- 
tervewecs sound less than pompous. 


Although national political con- 
ventions are traditionally clam- 
bakes of bombast and the average 
delegate is a dull fellow, this seven- 
afternoons-a-week series at least 
skips the platform oratory in favor 
of a personal story. What’s more, 
Hicks obviously recognizes the 
tedium potential, and tries to keep 
the palaver pointed, bright and 
human. Under the circumstances, 
he does well. Hobe. 


MUSIC UNDER THE STARS 

With Dorothy Giisdorf, Bill Pick- 
ett, WHAS chorus and orch, with 
dramatic cast (6); Jim Walten, 
narrator, Milton Metz, an- 
nouncer ; 

Director-Producer: Gerry Bettorff 

30 Mins.; Sun., 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WHAS, Louisville 


Tenth anniversary season of 
summer shows at Iroquois Amphi- 
theatre will tee off July 5. Victor 
Sholis, WHAS director, is demon- 
strating his community spirit ‘in 
concrete fashion by turning his 
production staff loose on a series 
of half-hour musical and dramatic 
shows which will focus attention 
on the alfresco shows. The station 
itself is standing half the produc- 
tion nut, with the other 50° 
kicked in by local business firms. 
Mack Wynn, station commercial 
manager did a masterful job of 
selling the idea to heads of leading 
firms, by playing a recording of the 
show at a luncheon. The whole 
deal was wrapped up in about two 
minutes, after the runoff of the 
transcription of the first show. 


_ Basic selling theme of me initial 
airing was institutiona’. Pointed 
up that 10 years agg (acidentally, 
this is the Amphithsatre’s 10th 
anni) couple local newspaper men 
discussed idea of stmmer shows, 
such as St. Louis ard other towns 
in the midwest hate run success- 
fully, as a civie project. The pair 
made a tour of summer musical 
projects, and came back enthused 
over the idea. They interested 
prominent city officials and busi- 
ness execs, secured a _ natural 
amphitheatre site in one of the 
town’s public parks, and with help 
of WPA funds, built and launched 
ne summer show series in 


_ These facts were all dramatized 
in the show caught, which gave the 
background. Subsequent shows 
will feature music from the cur- 
rent musicals. Theme ‘The Song 
Is You” opened, with orchestra and 
vocal numbers all taken from the 
popular operettas, some of which 
will be done this summer, as well 
as a number of tunes from shows 
performed in past seasons. Stand- 
outs in the musical end were 
“Hallelujah” from “Hit the Deck,” 
“Wanting You” and “Silver Moon.” 
Soprano Dorothy Gilsdorf and bari- 
tone Bill Pickett, were excellent in 
the solo numbers, and the orches- 
tra and chorus turned in a bangup 
job under Edward Barret’s direc- 
tion in tunes from “Desert Song,” 
“Anything Goes,” “Gay Divorcee.” 
“Naughty Marietta,” “Music in the 
Air” and “New Moon.” 

Interview spot was filled by 
James Henning, Louisville Park 
Theatrical Assn. prez, with Jim 
Walton and Milton Metz teaming 
as narrator and announcer, respec- 
tively. : 

It’s a fine goodwili gesture on 
;the part of the station. Hold. 





St. Leuis—Grove Laboratories 
has announced the gy of 
the Gardner Adv. . for Bromo 
Quinine Cold Tablets. Charies E. 





Claggett will be the account exec. 
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In Durr Tribute 


Washington, June 22. 
Over 300 Washington dignitaries 
attended a luncheon Saturday (19) 
honoring Clifford J. Durr, retiring 
member of the _ Federal Com- 
munications Commission. Supreme 
Court Justices, Senators, Congress- 
men, network veepees, _National 
Assn. of Broadcasters officials, at- 
torneys and FCC employees were 
at the luncheon sponsored by the 
District of Columbia chapter of the 

National Lawyer's Guild. 
Thurman Arnold, former Justice 
of the United States Court of Ap- 
peals for the District, was toast- 


Plan Industry Tribute 
Industry will pay a tribute 
to retiring FCC Commission- 
er Clifford J. Durr at a lunch- 
eon in the North Garden of 
the Hotel Astor, N. Y., Thurs- 
day, July, 1. Affair is being 
sponsored by friends in the 
industry and the radio com- 
mittee of the Civil Liberties 
Union. Morris Novik is chair- 
man of the arrangements com- 
mittee. 

Luncheon will fall on the 
day following Durr’s exit from 
office. 


_ 











master. FCC Chairman Wayne 
Coy told of Durr’s service to FCC 
saying that Durr was “one of those 
public officials who understood the 
faith reposed in them.” 

Sen. Claude Pepper (D., Fla.), 
a former classmate ,of Commis- 
sioner Durr at Alabama University, 
spoke of Durr’s “sensitiveness to 
public interest.” He read tributes 
from the press, commending Durr’s 
activities during his tenure of 
office. 

Telegrams were received from 
such notables as Justice Felix 
Frankfurter, Harold Ickes, Sen. 
John Sparkman and NBC’s Charles 
R. Denny. 

Commissioner Durr, who retires 
June 30 after a seven-year term at 
FCC, said he did not like the new 
look in government and feared a 
government attempting to repress 
expressions of thought and belief. 
He said he doubted if the Bill of 
Rights could be adopted today, al- 
though we are fortunate that it is 
the basis of traditions deeply in- 
grained in the American people. 

Chairman Coy, and Commission- 
ers George Sterling and Rosel 
Hyde represented the Commission. 


WSM’S WEB FEED 
AS DURANTE SUB 


WSM in Nashville will feed a 
new 30-minute program, “Appoint- 
ment With Music,” to NBC as sum- 
mer replacement for the Jimmy 
Durante show beginning June 30. 

Statien will draw from its 200 
man talent staff for the new sus- 
tainer. Snooky Lanson will be 
starred with Dorothy Dillard han- 
dling the femme vocals. Music for 
the program will be provided by 
WSM's Owen Bradley and his 26- 
piece band, the Barefoot Philhar- 
monic. 


Mathes Agcy. Gets Borden 
Coffee With Comedy Show 


The J. M. Mathes agency has 
snagged a slice of the Borden ac- 
count, namely, its instant coffee, 
With a comedy situation show, au- 
thored by Milt Josephsberg and 
John Tackaberry and tagged “El- 
mer and Elsie.” Names of the two 
central characters of this script 
coincide with those of the much- 
publicized Borden cow and her 
mate. The half-hour event will be 
Spotted on either NBC or CBS. 

_ Kenyon & Eckhardt has the pub- 
lication phase of Borden’s instant 
coffee. Prior to Mathes’ coming 
into the Borden picture there 


hadn't been any radio for the java 
rand. 











Atlas’ Grid Bankroll 


Chicago, June 22. 
Pro grid games of the, Chi Car- 
dinals will be aired exclusively via 
WJJD here,. with Atlas Brewing 
Co. as bankroller through Olian 

Agency. Kickoff comes Sept. 24. 
Cardinal games last season were 
telecast via WBKB, but no com- 


CBS Breeds Two 


There’s a lot of inner-com- 
pany excitement among CBS 
program board execs over 
auditions of two new 
shows which Hubbell Robinson 
brought back from the Coast 
last week, with board chair- 
man William S. Paley leading 
the vanguard of enthusiasts. 

One is the new “Hollywood 
Showcase” for Mickey Rooney, 
which means his current 
“Shorty Bell” series will get 
the heave. The other is “Little 
Immigrant,’ dramatic show 
dealing with the life of an 
Italian immigrant in the big 
city, which was created by Cy 
Howard. J Carroll Naish has 
been pacted as star in the 
series, to probe into the life 
of an “ordinary Italian.’ How- 
ard takes himself off to Italy 
this summer for a month of 
“research.” He’s aiso writer- 
producer of ‘‘My Friend Irma.” 














Adam Hats Planning 
Big Spot Splurge in Fall 


Adam Hats has in the planning 
stage an intensive spot announce- 
ment campaign for the fall which, 
if it goes through, will involve 
hundreds of stations. The manu- 
facturers will remain out of net- 
work during that period. 

Madison Advertising Agency has 
the account. 


Buffum’s Samoa Junket 


Boston, June 22. 
Jesse H. Buffum, editor and an- 
nouncer on WEEI’s New England 
Almanac, has been sent to Samoa 
by Secretary of Navy John L. Sulli- 
van, to study Samoan natives. 


He will be gone two months. 


ABC's Free Ride 
To Non-Affiliates 


ABC public affairs veepee Rob- 
ert Saudek announced a new web 
policy yesterday (Tues.), effective 
immediately, whereby non-affiliated 
Stations in areas not’covered by 
ABC outlets may take a feed on the 
net’s public service programs. The 
ruling applies to special events 
broadcasts (including the current 
coverage of the GOP convention in 
Philiy) and documentaries, but not 
to the web’s regularly scheduled 
public service shows. 2 


Cost to the non-affiliates will be 
the wire charges, “incidental costs 
and a nominal program fee.” While 
the latter fee was not announced, 
it was reported to have been set at 
$25 per quarter-hour. 

First documentary to be avail- 
able to non-affiliates under this 
policy is the hour-long one-shot on 
|“Communism in the U. S.”, to be 
‘slated sometime in July. 








Toronto, June 22. 


In ordet to centralize the short- 
wave international services of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp., the 
Canadian government has author- 
ized the purchase of the 750-room 
Ford hotel in Montreal at a sale 
price of $2,050,000. This was con- 
firmed at CBC headquarters here, 
| with intimation that, on top of the 
| purchase price, there will be a 
heavy reconversion bill in the 
breaking of the 750 rooms down 


ing administration offices and 
studios. (CBC’s shortwave services 
are beamed to Europe, South 
America and Australia, and will 
be beamed immediately to South 
Africa.) 


With CBC insistently advertised 
as a non-government propaganda 
agency, despite Canada’s national- 
ized radio setup, it’s pointed out 
that the Ford purchase sees the 
CBC acting only as the agent for 
the federal government and that 
the hotel will be federal property, 
with the CBC renting space from 
the Canadian government. 


Purchase of the hotel also ends 
the hope of any miniature “Radio 
City” in Montreal which was en- 
visioned by city fathers who dug 
into the municipal coffers to buy 
a central site, valued at around 





to station departments, these cover- | 





Canada's Shortwave Setup Aided By + 
Govt.’s $2,050,000 Building Buy 


$1,006,000, with the intention of 
donating this to the CBC if latter 
would centralize administration 
offices and studios there. Site was 
turned over to the CBC but has 
now been handed back with ex- 
planation that current building 
costs are too high and prevent any 
new construction. Purchase of 
Ford will end construction problem 
but it’s reported that hotel pur- 
chase has city fathers fuming. 


‘CHAMELECGN’ SET AS 
‘MELODY HOUR’ FADES 


“American Melody Hour,” one of 
the long-running Hummert music- 
als, goes off the air after the July 
7 broadcast, to be replaced a week 
later by a new cops-and-robbers 
series titled “Mr. Champieon.” 
Sterling Drug is the sponsor and 
Bayer aspirin and Philiips mag- 
nesia will remain the products. 
Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample is the 
agency and Frank and Anne Hum- 
mert will again produce. 

Karl Swenson will play the de- 
tective title part, with Frank But- 
ler, Julia Stevens and Cameron 
Prud’homme in the cast. Victor 
Arden, who conducted “Melody 
Hour,” will direct the music for 
the new show. 








— 
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mitments for video have been 
Made to date. 


CALIFORNIA 


TO CALIFORNIA 


DIRECT WIRE FROM PHILADELPHIA 


Clete Roberts, noted national commentator, assisted 


by his Warner Bros. KFWB staff, will “take the 


people of Southern California to Convention Holl” 


for a full on-the-spot account of Democracy in Action! 








DEMOCRATIC NAT'L CONVENTIONS 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Charles R. Denny awarded an honorary doctor of laws degree at 
Amherst last Sunday (20). Among Old Grads who heard him address 
the Society of Amherst Alumni were C. E. Hooper, Louis Caldwell, 
counsel for the Clear Channe! Broadcasters. and Col. Harry Wilder of 
WSYR, Syracuse John Reed King ticketed for 20 airers this week, 
what with having taken on all of fellow emcee Bill Cullen’s chores so 
latter could take few days off ‘doctor's orders) in Bermuda Jim 
Harvey, Jr., audition and casting director at NBC, hospitalized at the 


Beekman Downtown. 

Carle de Angelo slated to direct “Molle Mystery Theatre” ABCer 
Clark Andrews handling the “Ross Dolan Show,” temporarily orginating 
in N.Y... Florence Shanahan, assistant to Marge Morrow, CBS casting 
Andrews handling the “Ross Dolan Show,” temporarily originating in 
N.Y..... Florence Shanahan, assistant to Marge Morrow, CBS casting 


director, off on vacation ... Chester Gierlach throwing the cues on “We 
Love and Learn” for Duane Jones agency Joseph Carleton Beal, 
publicity and public relations director of CCNY, who promoted the 
City College’s Radio and Business Conferences, is pulling out on his 
own Sept. 1. One of his accounts, natch, will be CCNY... Actor Burt 
Hilber, leading man in “Tele Fashions on Parade,” has turned his hobby 
of wire-recording weddings and square-dance calling into a business 
venture. Burt Hilber Productions will handle these as well as his act- 
ing assignments.... All out-of-town ball games slated for tive airings 
locally, now that WHN has set the Dodgers’ read games for pickup, 
using Red Barber and Connie Desmond. Initialer will be the Cincy 
encounter with the Reds on July 15. 

William M. Ramsey, radio director of Procter & Gamble, is due in 
New York next Monday-Wednesday for one of his periedic checkup 
visits ... While his Cosmopolitan mag radio series is being offered 
around the agencies, Harry Ingram is doing freelance scripting. His 
first assignment is for “Flashgun Casey”... To avoid any confusion of 

ship with Lucky Strike, the warning, “Don’t use the word 


‘lucky’ in referring to any winners,” is printed in large letters at the | 


top of every page of scripts for all Philip Morris quiz shows... .By 
ironic coincidence, Robert J. Landry’s exit from CBS was decided 
the same day that the New Yorker mag issue hit the stands with one of 
James Thurber’s articles on radio giving him a glowing plug for sym- 
pathetic and enlightened handling of scripters With “Ford Theatre” 
going off for the summer, producer-director George Zachary has nixed 
other assignments to take his first vacation in seven years. He and his 
wife and infant daughter will spend July, August and September in 
Weston, Conn. 

While practically everyone else pointed Philly-ward, Edgar Kobak 
headed for St. Louis and Chi for a week. Routine MBS biz, he said . 
ABC news editor Bob Brown forsaking Gotham at month’s end to be- 
come managing editor of the Columbus (Ga.) Ledger. He was for- 
merly exec editor (over radio) for INS Bryan Foy of Eagle Lion pix 
mulling a series of documentary films based on ABC’s “Criminal Case- 
book,” the revived “I Was a Convict” stanza Al Parker, London 
talent agent (for James Mason, others) scanning U. S. airshows for for- 
mats for British ether Gabriel Heatter’s new daytime Co-op strip on 
Mutual calendared for Aug. 30 preem in the 12:45 p.m. slot ... “Big 
Sister” director Mitch Grayson planing to Oxford, O., Saturday (26) 
to stage a “living newspaper” pageant for the national Hi-Y parley at 
Miami U. J 

It'll take Red Benson, Joe Bier and George Monaghan to pinchhit 
for John Gambling while he takes a four-week WOR leave starting July 
5 Duane Jones agency picked off Whitehall account for Hill’s cold 
tabs .. Dorothy Aden has returned to WINS as continuity director, 
succeeding Van Woodward, who moved over to NBC. Nadine Lantay, 
ex-WKY, Oklahoma City, also has joined the indie’s continuity dept ... 
Mrs. Evelyn Lebhar, one of the nation’s topranking contract bridge 
players and wife of Bertram Lebhar, Jr.. WHN veepee and sales direc- 
tor, died Wednesday (16) at the New Rochelle hospital after several 
weeks’ illness... Judy Valentine, wife of Sherm Feller, WEEI (Boston) 
disk jock, in town for Louis Prima’s wedding party and plugging her 
new recording. 

“David Harum,” 13-year-old Hummert serial on CBS, shifting from 
10:45 a.m. to 3 p.m. starting next Monday (28). . Joseph Bell added to 
the “Harum” cast....Harold Huber in “Front Page Farrell”... Pat 
Terry, who recently concluded 12 weeks at the Roxy, pacted as fea- 
tured vocalist on the Stan Shaw Show over WPIX Leo Mishkin to 
do his N. Y. Telegraph radio-pix pieces from the Coast during month of 
August Jack Curtis, who started in radio five years ago managing 
a Winston-Salem station at 17, has joined WOR as a staff announcer. 
He's the son of Jack Curtis. theatrical agent. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Don Thornburgh and Harry Witt. Mr. 1 and 2 at CBS, left for 
Washington to help the network land a tele channel in Frisco. They 
were crowded out of the field hearings up north and will be taken 
over the jumps by opposing counsel _. Eddie Cantor is throwing 
his weight behind Billie Burke’s “Meet Kitty Muffet,” comedy show 


now making the agency rounds. Strictly a friendship gesture despite 
reports of Cantor having an interest in the show. ... Wayne Tiss hied 
east to discuss Hit Parade summer replacements at BBD&O. Frank 
Sinatra wants six weeks off Aug. 1 and Axel Stordahl, his music direc- 
tor, has asked relief for two weeks so he can go Sailing... Metro 
brought in exCBS’er, Fred Levings, to direct the programs on its FM 
station. ; 

Don Stauffer in town: will size up the fall prospects with Jack Van 
Nostrand Don Lee will be completely moved into its new $3,000,000 
plant by July 1. Third floor offices of Lewis Allen Weiss and Willet 
Brown are the last word in streamlined efficiency and eye-bulging decor 

Don Daviss up and around after surgery and resuming production 
of Benay Venuta’s “Keep Up With the Kids” at Don Lee-Mutual.... 
“Scrappy” Lambert, after years of working for others, is now agenting 
for himself Lew Frost back at his desk at NBC after attending 
| Pacific Coast football conference meeting in Missoula, Mont. Network 
| hopes to have a big stake in collegiate football this fall, doubly so with 
| television straining at the leash Happiest gal in town in two weeks 
| hence will be Joan Davis. whose 39-week co-op deal with CBS ends. 
She’s so fed up that if you say co-op to her, start running. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Transmitter of WNBQ, NBC’s forthcoming video venture here, ar- 
rived last week Tom Clark, ABC account exec, leaves July 1 to 
manage the Chi office of Popular Science Monthly Illinois National 
Guard citing WGN and news chief Bob Hurieigh for missionary work 

Gil Johnson, formerly of KMOX, St. Louis, has joined CBS Radio 
Sales here Chuck Acree, emcee of “Hint Hunt,” drawn into the 
“Smilin’ Jack” cartoon strip by his chum, artist Zack Mosley 
Scripter Deuglas Stone shifting from WBBM te WGN... “Mac and 
Bob” (Les MacFarland and Bob Gardner), blind singers of the WLS 
Barn Dance, planed to N. Y. over the weekend for their spot on to- 
night’s (Wed.) “Meet the People.” 


Ernie Simon out front the last three weeks in columnist Dale Harri- 
son’s reader poll of favorite Chi disk jock....Alfredo Antonini, CBS 
symphonic conductor, in from N. Y. July 7 to baton two coneerts in 
Grant Park Johnny Betts back at the keyboard on WGN as summer 
replacement for Dr. Preston Bradley....“Welcome Travelers’ and 
“Breakfast in Hollywood” renewed on ABC by Procter & Gamble, 
effective July 1... Nelson Bros. bankrolling Fahey Flynn’s new wire- 
recorded “Flynn Reports,” which teed off five-a-week on WBBM Mon- 
day (21)... Kraft Foods enters 18th year as an NBC client July 22.. 
Herb Livingston, mag writer, now scripting WBBM’s “Billy Leach 
Show”... Commentator Pau! Harvey started fifth year on WENR Sun- 
day (20). 
| “Hint Hunt” originating in Charlotte, N. C., week of June 27 
| Oliver Morton, midwest chief of NBC spot sales, vacationing in Penn- 
sylvania mountains... Milly Romano, of WIND promotion, studying 
lines for featured role in “Charley's Aunt” staging by Chicago Stage 
| Productions... Gus Van, vaude veteran, spotlighted on the Wednesday 
| (16) beaming of WGN-TV’s “Club Television”... .“Chi Theatre of the 
Air” originates in Moline, Ill., Saturday (26), marking town’s centennial 
celebration. 











ABC’s Two Half-Hour 
Daytime Strips Seal 


the web. He has sliced an audition 
platter of an idea called “The Hu- 
man Side of the Record,” a once- 
weekly half-hour devoted to little 
known stories about w.k. person- 


Whiteman’s Disk Fate! atities. No decision on it yet, how: 


ever. 


Demise of the Paul Whiteman 
full-hour disk jockey show, which 
grossed the net $5,000,000 in its 








four-way sponsored run during the 
past season, became official this 
week with the web’s slotting of 
two half-hour cross-the-boarders to 
take over the Whiteman time the 
first of next month. Net simply 
couldn't get the maestro’s bank- 


rollers (National Biscuit, Camels, 
Nestle’s’ and Wesson Oil)  inter- 
ested in another go-around. 


Nor has the web succeeded so 
far in wooing bankrolling for the 
two new stanzas, although both are 
in the current giveaway groove 
and one has had a notably success- 
ful tour on a local station. The 
3:30 p.m. time segment will be 
taken over by “Second Honey- 
moon,” a WAAT (Newark) show 
which varies the honeymoon-in- 
N. Y. format by showering gifts on 
long-married couples. The 4 o’clock 
period goes to “Get Rich Quick,” 
a Johnny Olsen-emceed giveaway 
session using studio and phoned 
contestants in games for cash 
prizes. 

Whiteman, whose “On _ Stage, 
America” show is still around, may 
again have a second air stint on 

















came, Continued from page 26 


easily and with little to block 
listener interest. Stan Gee does an 
acceptable job tying in the talent 
with Jim Orgill’s script blending 
the stanza neatly. 

Henry Pildner is always easy on 
the ears. Reg Merridew, vocalist: 
the Kendall Sisters and the Bene- 
dict Range Riders have long estab- 
lished their accredited wares in 
this community. Transcribed com- 
mercials are used during the show, 
but they are not long nor distaste- 
ful enough to hamper the 60 min- 
utes. Winner of station’s amateur 
show “Audition Ambition” also ap- 
pears on the program to show his 
ability. 

Clock watcher is Bill Mayer. 
The moment the clock rings all 
program activity, including read- 
ing of commercial, halts while win- 
ner is acclaimed. Mark. 





_ Dallas—W. A. Roberts, commer- | 
cial manager of KRLD here, and) 
with the outlet for nearly 20 years, 
has been elected prez of the Dal- 
las Advertising League, the first 
radio man to hold such a post. 





“Inka Dinka-doo.” 





For writing the greatest chunk 
of material I’ve done since 


THANK YOU JACK BARNETT 

















“ANY STATE IN THE 48 IS GREAT” 


P.S. With you writing my special songs | know “I Got a Million of ‘Em.” J IMMY DURANTE 














Luckies 


Continued from page 25 


indications, however, are that that 
factor won't be much of a barrier 
if Lucky can within the near future 
find the type of bigtime show it is 
looking for and decided that this is 
the thing it wants for national cov- 
erage. 

In line with its discrimination to 
irestrict program coverage any fur- 
ither to an eastcoast network Lucky 
|has made it clear that after this 
ifall it will not use any substantial 
jnetworks for football broadcasts, 
'The preference thereafter will be 
ifor smali regional links or simply 
\local broadcasts. As it was last 
jseason Lucky this year will have 
the most extensive lineup of tele- 
| vised football in the medium. It 
‘has already contracted for 29 
| games and expects to have a roster 
of at least 50 college gridiron meets 
| by the time the season opens. 


Lucky had an option on the 
| Original Amateur show,” telecast 
jover WABD, N. Y., and the DuMont 
| Network, but allowed it to expire 
Friday (18). 











Fri. Jockeying 


~~ continued from page 22 








would serve as a repiacement for 
the Danny Thomas show. 


‘Ford Theatre’ 9 te 10 CBS 

Definitely set to take over the 
9 to 10 stretch is “Ford Theatre,” 
NBC in this instance being the 
loser. As far as CBS now knows, 
‘Philip Morris will retain the suc- 
|ceeding half-hour, but with a re- 
piacement for Phil Baker, and 
Coca Cola will keep the Spike 
Jones-Dorothy Shay inning in the 
10:30-11 p.m. period, unless the 
network can in the meantime come 
up with an earlier segment. 


in mid-Friday evening displaced 
International Silver’s “Ozzie and 
| Harriet,” and CBS’ plans for this 
| show is to provide it with a Sun- 
| day evening half-hour that will be 
satisfactory to all concerned. No 
provision has as yet been made for 
|Old Gold, the past season's occu- 





F ; | pant of the period prior to the Nel- 
Radio Reviews 'sons’, but the network looks to the 


cig account’s return in the fall 
with a talent setup still to be de- 
termined. 


Addition of Durante to its radio 
payroll gives Camel a roster of five 
network shows, the others~ being, 
besides “Screen Guild,” Vaughn 
Monroe, Bob Hawk and “Grand Ol’ 
Opry.” Decision as to which one 
will be dropped is still at the 
weighing point and probably won't 
be announced until some time in 
August. When queried on this 
point yesterday (Tuesday) some 
one at Esty pointed out that Camel 
had recently saved itself a sub- 
stantial purse on pulling out of the 
daytime market altogether via the 
cancellation of the Paul Whiteman 
show (ABC) participation and it 
is quite possible that this money 
will be used to keep both Hawk 
and the Monroe shows going. 






The plumping of “Ford Theatre” | 





| War of Nerves 


Continued from page 23 








network quarters that envisioning 
such a sequence amounts to 
“dreaming in spades.” nevertheless 
it has served the purpose of creat- 
ing a campaign of jitters and 
counter-maneuvering. It’s recalled 
that last June ABC had similarly 
ambitious plans for the teeoff of 
“Bingsday” and came near grab 
bing off the Old Gold biz from CBS. 
It also went after Texaco, but didn’t 
land it until much later in the sea- 
son. Nevertheless, the web batted 
a high percentage in carrying out 
its “paper maneuvers” and that’s 
why there’s some alarm that it 
might be concealing a trump card 
in wresting “Duffy” and “D.A.” 
from the NBC. Wednesday lineup. 
It’s inevitable that it should start 
off counter-rumors. CBS, for one, 
isn’t disturbed about losing “Ozzie 
& Harriet” for it’s reported that 
the show is safely clinched for a 
moveover from Friday to Sunday 
night on Columbia. But the web 
is mindful that last year it lost 
the “Mayor of the Town” to the 
ABC W lineup. NBC is 
wondering about the Bristol-Myers 
talk, and also hears reports that 
Philco. and Bing Crosby want 
higher ratings and may romance 
NBC to take the Groaner into the 
NBC family, -even though it means 
succumbing to tape recording. 
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Vote Probe Of 
FCC—For Change 


Washington, June 22. 
House of Representatives has 
given the green light to another 
probe of the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, this one _ pri- 


marily to find out whether the FCC W. Nicoll 


” 


is licensing Communist or ‘Front 
groups or individuals. Hearings 
presumably, would be set for the 
fall to coincide with the height of 
the election campaign. 

Resolution for the probe came 
from Rep. Forest Harness (R., Ind.) 


Five New Members To 
Directors Guild Board 
Via New York Chapter 


National board of the Radio Di- 
rectors Guild (AFL) has five new 
members as result of election last 
week of representatives for the 
New York chapter. Those named 
were William Sweets, recently re- 
tired prez of the N.Y. unit: Tom 
| Bennett, Charles Polacheck, Oliver 
and Arthur Hanna. 

Robert Shayon, as new N.Y. prexy, 
is automatically a member of the 
national committee. 

Five chapter reps are named for 
| two-year terms and all will be 





| delegates to RDG’s convention in 


| Hollywood Aug. 6-8. Board will 


Reversing a Trend 
Washington, June 22. 

Switch on the radio-to-tele 
trend has been pulled by 
Johnny Bradford, singing find 
of NBC’s WNBW here. He's 
been handed a full hour cross- 
the-board on the web’s D. C. 
key outlet, WRC, as a result of 
his showing on a daily. half- 
hour variety show before 
WNBW’s cameras. 

Bradford, whose father is 
Col. Nathan Levinson, chief 
engineer of Warner Bros.’ 
sound department on_ the 
Coast, got his video break a 
couple of months ago when 
John Gaunt, WNBW program 
manager singled him out from 
among 45 singers auditioned 
in N. Y. Bradford had previ- 





j 


Minneapolis, June 22. 

Univ. of Minnesota board of re- 
gents established a policy permit- 
‘ting commercial broadcasts of cer- 
tain types from its campus with 
television apparently the target. It 
‘was first affirmation of policy on 
the part of the university which 
operates its own station, KUOM, on 
a non-commercial basis. Policy will 
not affect KUOM’s standing. 
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mercial radio programs which are | 


KUOM Commercial Airings Get 
Okay From Univ. of Minnesota 


effect also in permitting sponsored 
broadcasting of Minneapolis Sym- 
{phony Orchestra programs from 
|Northrop Memorial auditorium on 
universigy campus. Conductorship 
(of Dmitri Mitropoulos has made 
‘orchestra’s program one of na- 
| tional interest. 


| Texas Stations Sold 


Palestine, Tex., June 22. 


George L. Tarter, commercial 
manager, and Pau] H. Buenning, 





who said that, among other things, | elect officers from among their 
he would like to know why four | number during the conclave. 

licenses were granted within two| Betty Todd has been elected to 
weeks to Edward Lamb, Toledo at- | the local council, succeeding Mau- 


torney who also publishes a news-| Tie Robinson, who recently left 


acceptable to the Univ. of Minne- 
sota and serve its educational ob- 
| jectives may be broadcast from the 
campuses.” 


ously landed an RCA-Victor 
contract, but had time to wax 
only four numbers before the 
Petrillo ban went on. 











paper in Erie, Pa. Lamb was re- 
cently attacked in the House by 
Rep. Edward Rebert (D., La.) for 
“Alleged leftist association. Rebert 
also attacked FCC at the time. 


Probe would also go’into the FCC 
“Blue Book” and any other phases 
of the Commission operations 
which might suit the investigators. 
The Commission has been investi- 
gated roughly every two years 
since it was created. In the course 
of issuing and withholding licenses, 
it steps on many toes. A good, 
noisy investigation this year would 
provide a springboard for any 
changes a Republican Administra- 
tion might seek to make in the ra- 
dio law although the Senate Com- 
merce Committee is so constituted 
that it might’ refuse to tear the 
Commission apart. 


WBZ Moves Into New Home 


Boston, June 22. 


WBZ, Boston’s NBC outlet, hit 
the air from its new center, located 
on Soldier’s Field Rd. near Har- 
vard Stadium, Cambridge, on Sun- 
day (20) with first program beamed 
at 7:30 A. M. Old studios at Hub’s 
Hotel Bradford carried last pro- 
gram at 1 A. M. Sunday. 

All broadcasting activities are 
now handled from the new center, 
with video programs beamed from 
the new 656 tower in rear of build- 
ing. 
















. WODSU broadcasts 5000 watts 
— from the. French Quarter to 
the Gulf and South Louisiana listeners, 


From daily association with time-honored 
New Orleans institutions WDSU has 
developed a high quality of integrity. 
WODSU devotes program time re a 
and exclusively to the Se. Louis Cathedra’ 
the International House, Moisant Inter- 
national Airport, Tulane University, 
Union Station, the Municipal Auditorium, 
Symphonies and Operas. 

WDSU's dominate Hoop- 
erating proves that hon- 
oring local institutions 
creates high listener 
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NEW ABC 

ORLEANS wbsu Affiliate 

1280 ke oe . 
JOHN BLAIR & CO., Representative 








UNITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
ednesday, NBC, 10:30 P.M., E.D.S.T. 
M-G-M—“On the Island With You 
“THIS TIME FOR KEEPS” 








Met.: LOU CLAYTON 





o— to engage in package produc- 
ion. 

| Significant group has been form- 
|ed in the N.Y. chapter to draft a 
| Statement of the guild’s “aims and 
| direction” for 1948-49. The in- 
corporated recommendations are 
expected to set the pattern for 
RDG maneuvers on the Gotham 
scene in the coming months in con- 
nection with organizing, recogni- 
tion and negotiation efforts. Mit- 
chell Grayson heads the commit- 
tee, members of which are Hi 


Tom Victor and Betty Todd. 


SENATE CONFIRMS 
FREDA HENNOCK 


Washington, June 22. 

Freda B. Hennock, first woman 
| to be nominated as a Federal Com- 
|munications Commsioner, was 
confirmed by the Senate shortly 
after midnight Saturday (19). Her 
term is for seven years starting 
July 1. 

It looked for awhile that the Sen- 
ate would not act on President 
Truman’s appointment of the New 
York lawyer, but in last minute 
meetings before the close of Con- 
gress, it was put through. 


Robbins’ ‘Let’s Dance’ 








Fred Robbins, indie WOV (N. Y.) 
jive-spieling disk jock, is going on 
CBS next month as maestro of a 
full-hour Saturday night show. It’s 
a summer deal, but conceivably, of 
course, it could prep him for a fall 
web spot. 

He can’t indulge in any of the 
jive chatter for which he’s noted, 
however, when he sits down to the 
CBS mike. Web has ordered him 
to give it straight talk. 

Stanza, titled “Let's Dance, 
America,” will pipe in live pickups 
of pop bands from various locali- 
ties. Each band will be called in 
for a quarter-hour stint, introed by 
some gab between Robbins and the 
maestro. 

Show will teeoff with a 30-minute 
airing July 3, 10 p.m., going to a 
full hour, 10-11, the following 
weekend. On the preem, Tex Ben- 
eke’s band will be picked up from 
Hershey Park, Pa., and Skitch Hen- 
derson’s from the Hotel Pennsyl- 
vania, N. Y. 

“It Pays to Be Ignorant,’ now 
in the 10:30 slot, will be moved up 
to 9:30. “Saturday Night Seren- 
ade,” the 10 o’clock show, is being 
shifted to 7:30. 





WOR’s (N.Y.) Own Pulse 


Tests on Show Reaction 


WOR, N. Y., is about to do a 
little pulse-feeling of its own on 
the score of how listeners like the 
station’s programs. Mutual flagship, 
while now getting the benefit ef 
Schwerin audience testing on some 
of its network-fed shows, wants to 
go further and get dialers’ reac- 
tions to all of the outlet’s stanzas. 

Starting in a week or so, the 
station will utilize station breaks 
and insert bids in its various shows 
to listeners to write in their com- 
ments. Unless the resulting mail is 
of such volume as to forbid it, all 
letters will be answered. 





St. Louis—Flying Farm Editor 
Charles Stookey, KXOK, has been 
selected to be m.c. at the Chester- 
Perryville, Mo., Air Fair. This is 
the second annual Air Fair spon- 
sored by the Chester-Perryville air- 


port. 





German Version of A 
Hooperating Sought By 
Touring Program Chiefs 


Minneapolis, June 22. | 


| Broadeasts are of twe typ 
a 


ac 
| those furnishing own talent and 
| using university buildings—such as 
|“Town Meeting’—and those de- 
| picting university affairs, including 
|athletic events. Latter include 
| Gopher football games, prime radio 
| Offerings in this area. 
Policy stipulates no commercial 


program manager of KOCY, Okla- 
homa City, have purchased, sub- 
| ject to FCC approval, KNET here 
| for a price of $32,500: Gordon B. 


_|McLendon is prez of the Palestine 


| Broadcasting Corp. licensee of the 
outlet. McLendon owns and op- 
erates KLIF, Dallas. 

KNET is local Mutual affiliate. 





KSST Fetches $45,795 
Sulphur Springs, Tex., June 22 
Howard S. Smith and assoclates, 


In the U. S. learning the Amer- or reference to any product may 
ican technique, Dr. Peter Kehm | °iginate on the campus, but must 


owners and operators of KSST 
here have been granted FCC ap- 


Hour Show for CBS: 





‘and Dr. Rolf Didczuhn, German 
|program directors, here visiting 


Brown, Ed Byron, Bill Sweets. Ed WCCO, said their major interest | broadcast by most stations as a pub- 
Duerr, Perry Lafferty, Ernie Ricca,|is in the Hooper, Neilsen and li¢ service. 


other audience research ratings. 
The biggest problem of German 





llistening to them, they assert. 

| “In present-day Germany,” saict 
Dr. Kehm, “our main problem, is 
|in finding out what our listeners 
|want to hear. 
telephones and generally poor com- 
|munication systems, we have only 
|our fan mail to tell us what sub- 
|seribers are listening to.” 

They explained that in Ger- 
|many radio listening is by sub- 
| scription only. The radio set own- 
ier pays two marks a month for 





| 


printed twice a week. 


Both agree that comedy shows 
;are the most popular in Germany. 
| They say giveaway programs don’t 
amount to much because there is 
nothing to give away. Several 
programs offer the winner books 
or theatre tickets. Every German 
station has its own symphony or- 
chestra and classical music pro- 
grams rank high in popularity, but 
Germans hunger for information 
from the outside, according to Dr. 
Kehm. " 


Dr. Kehm, who is program’ di- 
rector in Stuttgart, which relays 
all “Voice of America” broadcasts 
in Germany, says he plans to pro- 
duce several documentaries on 
American life, mainly about TVA, 
Hollywood, and American univer- 
sities and colleges. 


Dr. Didezuhn is radio play di- 
rector at Radio Munich. 


P&G CHANGES MIND 
ON COMBINING SERIALS 


Cincinnati, June 22. 


Procter & Gamble has finally de- 
cided not to combine its “Joyce 
Jordan” and “Road of Life” serials 
into a single 30-minute daytime 
strip, which it had been mulling 
for some time. Reason for continu- 
ing the two separate shows is that 
it was found that the commercial 
copy for the two products, Dreft 
and Duz, could not be suitably 
handied on a single stanza, it is 
explained by William M. Ramsey, 
the soap company radio head. 


Several sample scripts of the 
proposed combined program indi- 
cated that aspect of the operation 
could be done, but neither the 
sponsor or the two agencies in- 
volved, Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample 
and Compton, were satisfied with 
the commercial setup. 








HANNA’S ‘HAPPINESS’ 

In the latest directorial switch 
on Compton agency programs, Ar- 
thur Hanna has succeeded Charles 
Urquart as cue-tosser of “Right to 
Happiness,” for Procter & Gamble. 


About a month ago Mitchell 
Grayson took over direction of 
| “Big Sister” for the same sponsor. 
iThere has been a_ succession of 
|such moves among Compton shows 


‘in the last year or so. 





radio stations is to learn who is | 


Since we have few | 


| the privilege of listening to no | j 
;commercials. They say radio has | 
| worked in conjunction with news- | 3 
papers in Germany, since most | 
newspapers in general are only | 


be inserted from radio, studios.| Proval for the sale of the outlet 
Previously university football, bas- = a group aa geen es Flet- 
iketball ; her s ere ener, manager o . " sreen- 

ieee and other events were | ville and Truett Kimzey, KGVL 
| licensee. 


Now any interested , 
Sales price was $45,795. 


| sponsor may pick up the check. In- 
|asmuch as such broadcasts, partic- 
ularly football, have heavy listener- 


ship, departure is considered of | been appointed night supervisor of 

prime commercial importance. WIP, replacing Michael Ritten- 
Policy may have an important ' house. 

| eee —) 








Philadelphia—Boyd Lawlor has 








| ¥ 





No More 
‘Knot-Holes 


The old days of peeking through “knot-holes” are gone— 
for good. This season, baseball-crazy Detroiters are going to 
see 27 Tiger home games from the comfort of their arm-chairs 
at home, through the eyes of WWJ-TV’s cameras, The above 
scene shows the new unbreakable glass “‘window’’ installed 
behind the batter’s box to give the cameras a “‘box-eye” 
view of the entire playing field. With the familiar voice of 
Ty Tyson at the mike, and the skilled hands of WWJ-TV’s 
experts at the cameras, Detroit's 6,000 television sets will be 
right on top of every play. WWJ-TYV, Detroit’s only television 
station, will also cover many other sports events. Just watch 
the sales 6f television sets soar in Detroit! Why not join the 
many WWJ-TV advertisers who are benefitting from the 
progressiveness of WWJ-T’V in its second year of operation. 


Associate AM-FM Station WWI 


WWY-TV 


FIRST IN DETROIT... Owned and Operated by THE DETROIT NEWS 
National Representatives: THE GEORGE P, HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 
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stanza on the web, incidentally, 
points up one advantage of TV net- 
working: when the main studio in 
the key web outlet is cluttered up 
with sets from one program, it's 
possible to follow immediately 
with another big production mere- 
ly by cutting in to another lt 





ONE SIFRIKE—YOU’RE OUT 


Television Reviews 


Continued frem page 24 


take its cue more readily from 
radio vather than legit. “June 
Moon” can an hour and 40 minutes, 
with two five-minute intermissions 
partly tilled by commercials and 
music. This expedient serves to 
leg-stretch in the pioneer period 
but when network tele and big 
money combine intermissions wil! 
vanish. Play will be tailored 
to fit exact time segs, with result- 





With Rex Marshall, Jee Bolton 
30 Mins.; Sat., 8 p.m 
Sustaining 
WPIX, New York 
It’s a pretty safe bet that this | 
one won't work itself up to the 
rating of a Saturday night “must 
for viewers. “Qne Strike—You're 
Out” neither offends, nor does it 
excite. It follows the original quiz 
groove of pitting one group against 


ant impact on form and content. 


Point of this discussion is that a | 


photographed play is to tele what 
a photographed play is to motion 
pictures. In neither instance is 
the full scope of each medium 
brought into use. And precisely at 
that point “June Moon” was static 
video fare. 


Commercials used Stromberg- 
Carlson tcle-radio-phono jobs, with 
the tele screen as. the center for 





another and adding and deducting 


points as the members of either | 4 wnouncer 


switches from play to commercials. 
combined the sales 


side answer or flunk. The only | gemonstrator ca teak eien’ te 


difference here is that most of the | okay style. 


queries are illustrated or acted out. 

In this instance each side has | 
five players. A wrong answer 
counts as a strike and an out and | 
right response figures as a hit and | 
the advance of a runner to a base. 
of the bases wins. It’s as simple | 
and innocuous as that.. 

Rex Marshall dons a_ baseball 
uniform and pitcher’s glove to 


' 
' 


The side that gets the most circuit | 


Baxt. 





Tele Follow-Up 


Seeond edition of “Texaco Star 











| Theatre” ®uttrésses the prevailing 


belief that vaudeo at the moment 
is one of tele’s safest bets. Still 


preside as quizmaster and he pep- | skimming the cream of the per- 


pers his rigamarole with basebal! 
terms, while Joe Bolton, also ap- 
propriately attired, “umpires”. the 
contest. A blonde cutie also as- 
sists on the pictorial side by mov- 
ing objects around a miniature 
baseball-playboard when required. 
Teams for the program’s unveil- 
ing (19) were drawn from the New 
York Daily News’ circulation and 
addressozgraph departments. At 
hardly any point did they show 
more than a casual interest in the 
proceedings. Odec. 


JUNE MOON 
With Sidney Breese, Margaret 

Kirkweod, Charles Flynn, Rosa- 

lind Twohey, Jean Mowry, Ar- 

thur Green, Fred Smith, Vera 

Ward, Tom Ventriss and Joe 

Wilsen; Vin Gottschalk, an- 

nouncer 
Producer: Beulah Zachary 
Director: James R. Tayler 
100 Mins.; Sun., 8:30-16:20 p.m. 
STROMBERG-CARLSON 
WBKB, Chicage 

(Jones Frankel) 

Telecasting of “June Moon,” the 
Ring Lardner-George S. Kaufman 
comedy of Tin Pan Alley in the 
1920's, came off surprisingly well 
as a onetime shot for Stromberg- 
Carlson Sunday (20). Plaudiis are 
deserved all around. The cast, 
except notably one supporting 
plaver, hit the mark. Ditto the 
sets, costuming, camera work and, 
with some reservation, the audio. 
And in dusting off the script James 
Taylor raanaged to root out an- 
tiques without damaging the period 
flavor. 

All of which is not to say that 
lensing of full-length plays is the 
final dramatic form for video. It 
so happens that spatial limitations 
of the medium at this day and at 
some points conform with spatial 
limitations of the stage. Film, 
used meagerly but effectively for 
transitions and scene setting in the 
WBKB production, offers to live 
tele dramatics possibilities not 
open to legit. Nor is legit open to 
zoomar lensing and other camera 
effects. 

As for time limitations tele will 


* 


27th Year of 
Radio 
Leadership | 








former roster. Texaco, through 
the William Morris agency, came 
up last week.with another show 
well-tailored to this upcoming 
medium. 

In fact the vaudeo’s perfection 
as an entertainment format is so 
evident that tele’s technical de- 
velopments, hitherto regarded as 
superior to programming tech- 
nique, is now a few notches be- 
hind in shows of this type. Having 
established the efficacy of the 
vaudeville type entertainment, it’s 
noted that the camera work un- 
der the circumstances in which 
this shew is given, is unable to 
do full justice to group acts or 
to turns that have a wide sweep 
of motion. 

The early part of last Tuesday’s 
(15) show made it evident that 
methods of fully recording these 
types of turns within a studio is 
in need of improvement. For ex- 
ample, the “precision § acro-terp 
work of the Costello Twins was 
not completely captured. The cam- 
era, for example, in several spots 
panned between both girls thus | 
catching a portion of their bodies. | 
The full impact of their act was 
lost when there was a sizable 
space separating them. Although 
some of their values were missing, 
the act still has sufficient interest 
to have warmed up the screen for 
succeeding t 


urns. 

The Vagabonds (4) got similar 
treatment. There were several 
spots in which the camera could 
only pick up three members of 


co instrumental work is of 
such calibre that its humor and 
general all-around excellence were 
not lost. 

Whether wide-angle lenses or 
long shots would correct these er- 
rors is problematical. The degree 
of distortion through wide angle 
lensing and the loss of detail that 
generally comes with long shots 
may not offer sufficient compensa- 
tion for the losses sustained under 
present pickup. 

The second Texaco layout had 
a different character than the 
first show. With Harry Richman a 
last-minute sub for the ailing Mil- 





JOHN BLAIR & CO 


ton Berle, show took on a svelte 
and glib character. Richman in- 
tegrated the proceedings with a 
smooth line of chatter that gave 
the show a more polished mien. 

Again, the session ran a bit 
overtime, but in this instance, in- 
stead of the emcee bearing the 
brunt by the elimination of his bit, 





this rtet. Again, this group’s | 


the Salici Puppets got the go-by. 
| Richman did his usual cafe an 
|vaude chore, clicking nicely with 


‘toy piago and a run-through of | 


‘the tunes that brought him to big- 
time attention a couple of decades 
| ago. 
i The talent collection was_ of 
| similar top cut. Headliners Willie 
Howard and Bill Robinson re- 
| prised their vaude and cafe turns 
in an exciting manner. Howard 
|incidentally bowed with a new 
|double-talk partner, Hal Gary, 
'who succeeded in  punctuating 
| Howard’s wit. The French lesson 
jis as effective as ever in this 
j}medium. Robinson's personable 
} taps 
| jackpot. 
| Singer Betty Reilly needed a 
i littie more time. Her two num- 
|bers registered well, but needed 
janother tune to create top ex- 
| citement. 

Valerie Bettis of “Inside USA,” 
‘teamed with Duncan Nobile, failed 
to hit full impact because of 


\faulty musical selection and the. 
}eamera work- which failed to get § 


ithe full mevement of the act. 


Sid Stone’s pitchman commer- | 


_cials are one of the best in this 
'medium. In fact response to this 
| type of selling has been sufficient- 
} ly strong to warrant the retention 
}of a writer to provide Stone with 
|more material in this direction. 
Russ Case, as usual, show- 
| backed nicely. Jose. 





“The Swift Shaw” (WNBT, N. Y.) 


}swung its mood around to mirror- | 


ing simple camp life last Thursday 
jnight (17) and the result was a 
|charming little session that must 
|have set sympathetically among 
‘livingroom viewers. Tying in with 
tthe N. Y. Herald Tribune’s current 
| Fresh Air Fund campaign, the pro- 
|gram pitched the going within a 
'set resembling the social hall of 
|a summer camp and around a gang 
|\of kids. What followed was a re- 
|freshingly entertaining mixture of 
community singing, led by Lanny 
| Ross, the Swift series’ star. sleight- 
|of-hand bits by an unbilled but 
| skilled performer and some amus- 
ing highjinks between Bob Smith 


} 


‘and his puppet, “Howdy Doody.” 


| It was quite in contrast to the pre- 
/tentiousness that marks this series 


and certainly better television. 





‘BUZZ CHAPIN, OTHERS 
IN ABC RESHUFFLE 


Appointment by ABC this week 
of Slocum “Buzz” Chapin as east- 
ern television sales manager, a new 
position, climaxed a series of or- 
ganizational shuffles this month in 
the web, topped by John H. Nor- 
ton, Jr.’s transfer to Chicago as 
successor to Edwin R. Borroff as 
Central Division veepee. 

Clarence L. Doty, sales manager 
of WJZ. N. Y., last week was spot- 
ted in a new post as executive as- 
sistant te Murray Grabhorn, veepee 
over owned-and-operated stations. 
He'll continue his WJZ duties, but 
take some of the load off Grab- 
horn, whose responsibilities have 
been multiplying with the approach 
of ABC tele station operation. 

Otto Brandt, manager of ABC 
station relations, has taken over 
the duties Norton formerly han- 
dled as veepee over this depart- 
ment. Brandt's title, howéver, for 
the present remains the same. 

Chapin, who has been an ac- 
count exee, will report to Fred 
Thrower, web sales veepee. Norton 
and Brandt report to exec veepee 
Robert E. Kintner. 


Nebraska Farmers, 
Ranchers Plan Station 


The Nebraska Rural Radio Assn. 
has been incorporated to “secure a 
statewide radio voice for rural Ne- 
braska.” 

The group was formed to estab- 
lish a station owned by farmers 
and ranchers, with 43 persons 
listed as incorporators. 








Seattle — Bob Ferris, who docs 
the wire-recorded “This Is It” show 
on KJR, is taking off for Hawaii to- 
morrow (23) along with a Navy 
ROTC group from the Univ. of 
Washington here, and will record 
interviews, spots, etc., on Seattlites 
making, the trip and also with 
former Seattlites in Hawaii. 

Ferris will go over on the car- 
rier Boxer and return by plane. 








similarly hit the applause | 


' on the Coast by the Ame 


| $25 annually. 


7 ; 
Inside Stuff—Radio 
Franchise fees for several smaller talent agents have been reduced 


rican Federation of Radio Artists from $50 to 
Move was in response to a plea from the Artists Repre- 


| sentatives Assn., which claimed that under present conditions in com- 
| mercial radio, the full AFRA fee was a hardship for some of the less- 
| active percenters. According to members of the AFRA national board, 
| the union is particularly anxious that the smaller outfits should con- 


‘tinue in the agent field. 


Understood the AFRA national board in New York has voted a similar 


slice in franchise fees for certain agents. 





Two of the top awards in the art world, the Art Directors club gold 
medal citations, went to a husband-and-wife team last week for the 
first time. They are Bill Golden, art director of CBS, and Cipe Pineles 
| (Mrs. Golden). CBS-TV picked up the Art Directors show in N. Y. last 
Thursday (17) with the Goldens getting their share of the camera treat- 


ment 


However. N. Y¥. indie WQXR, picking up the show by air the follow- 
ing morning brought on the distaff member, but Golden was conspicu- 
ously bypassed—because of his CBS affiliation. 





With the idea of spreading employment among more acters, Bill 


Barrett, who produces recorded spot announcements for Northeast Air- 


| lines, is using four people to handle the filter-mike fiight announcement 
| spiel opening each platter. He usually cuts about 40 platters in a single 


: four-hour session, using the same actor. 


| the spots. 


| Dick Stark is the commercial amnouncer for thé series. 


| Ryan is the agency. 


However, he'll hereafter use 


| four actors for an hour each. A cast of actors is also regularly used for i 


Pediar & 








Frisco 


Continued from page 24 








of any of the five applicants for 
ithe remaining two channels, plan- 
| ning to operate 50 hours per week. 
‘It was brought out during the tes- 
/timony, however, that KTLA, with 
lan average of 35 hours of weekly 
programming, employs a staff o 
|75, whereas Par plans to staff its 
|50-hour Frisco operation with only 


| 


' 
_ 


| Par attorney Karl Smith objected 
i several times to Rosenman’s con- 
jstant hammering, leading FCC ex- 
jaminer Jack Paul Blume to ask 
|the applicants not to operate at 
|the hearings on the basis of “I’m 
| going to do to you what you're 
, doing to me.” 

| Hearings resumed yesterday 
| (Monday) at a slow pace as addi- 
jtional engineering data was heard. 
| Blume opened the hearings in the 
| Museum of Natural History, and 
| FCC counsel Joseph Brenner ques- 
| tioned exhibits with as much gusto 
| in Washington as in San Francisco. 
| First te take the stand was Don 
McKee of Television California. 
T-C and Radio Diablo are protest- 
ing award of channel 12 to Stock- 
ton, and McKee tried to prove in- 
terference to anyone getting chan- 
nel 11 in Frisco. T-C said they 
leould cover 4,943 Square miles 
with a 500-foot antenna and 50 kes. 
Attorney Vincent Welch, represent- 
ing 20th-Fox, jumped on that one, 
declaring 20th’s survey in the same 
locale and under similar conditions 
brought an estimate of 4,210 square 
miles, a substantial difference. 


Welch provided most of the life 
of the session yesterday when he 
questioned KROW’s engineer, Jo- 
seph A. Waldschmitt, at length on 
additional financial exhibits. Judge 
| Roseman joined Welch and it 
,was obvious they are trying to 
|jump the Commission hurdle favor- 
\ing loca) stations wherever possi- 
ible. KROW has applied for one 
/ehannel to be given to the East 
‘Bay area, serving Oakland and 
\other outlying towns, while all 
other bidders are planning to be in 
Frisco proper. CBS and 20th 
would like to prove KROW cannot 
afford operation of a tele station 
and thus eliminate one rival for 





'HUDES TO PACKAGE 
| NON-COM’L SHOWS 


Citizens Committee on Displaced 
Persons is being disbanded as a re- 
| sult of Congress’ passage last week 
fof a DP bill. The committee's 
|radio director, Ted Hudes, whose 
'transcribed productions for the 


i] 

| group won wide station acceptance, 
‘is going on his own with what he 
{believes to be the first radio-tele 
| package firm dealing exclusively in 
non-commercial public service 
shows. 

CCDP group isn't at all satisfied 
with the DP bill enacted, feeling 
it is discriminatery against Jews 
and Catholics, and will file a state- 
ment of protest, according to 
Hudes, but feels the passed bill is 
better than nothing and little more 
ean be done now. During the com- 
| mittee’s 15-month campaign, Hudes 
produced nine half-hour and 18 
quarter-hour shows. Final one, 
“The Man With a Cause” starring 
Henry Fonda, was aired by more 
than 800 stations. 

Lillian Baral, who was associated 
with Hudes at CCDP and previ- 
ously for five years at OWI, has 
joined him in the package firm. 





WCPO Day in Cincy 


Cincinnati, June 22. 

For WCPO’s 11th birthday as 
Cincy’s first news station, Mortimer 
C. Watters, chief, continued his an- 
nual custom of guesting children 
born on June 19, 1937, during the 
airing of an ice cream and cake 
party Saturday (19), proclaimed 
as WCPO Day by Mayor Albert D. 
Cash. 

Started as 100-watt WFBE in 
1922, the station jumped to 250- 
watts and changed to the present 
cal) letters in 1935 when it was 
purchased by Scripps-Howard Ra- 
dio, Inc. 





the two remaining Frisco channels. 

John P. Hearne, KROW attorney, 
who came in over the weekend from 
Frisco, seemed confident at the be- 
ginning of the hearing, but objected 
to Welch's questions several times. 





























“Yea, without Wheaties it would be remarkable!” 


ET Korte v8 
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Playtex E. T. Caters To 
Giveaway Reflex, While 
Nixing Edwards Stunt 


Besides killing off a stunt that 
Ralph Edwards had jotted down 
en his cuff for next season, the re- 
corded “Laughing Lady” an- 
nouncement has worked out so 
well for International Latex Corp. 
in its current campaign on Playtex 
girdles and bathing suits, that the 
account is planning to extend the 
idea to other products. The pres- 
ent splurge has four of its original 
seven weeks to go and is spread 
over 150 stations. 

It’s a case here of an advertiser 
cashing in on a current craze for 
trying to identify sounds without 
ebligating himself for prizes. The 
premise upon which the recording 
had been based was that all an 
announcer these days has to ask, 
following a series of recorded 
sounds, “Who is the .... ?” and 
the listener will respond to the 


challenger with concentrated at-| 


tention. The theory, judging from 
early dealer reports, was confirmed 
away beyond expectations. 

As for the Playtex recording, 
the “Laughing Lady” entails no 


| bling reporters to protect their 
, Sources of information will be sup- 
| ported by Michael R. Hanna, gen- 


{| Commission is slated to 


WHCU’s Hanna to Plead 
Reporters’ Sources Case 


Syracuse, June 22. 
Argument that radio newscasters 
should be covered in proposed 
New York State legislation ena- 








/eral manager of WHCU and direc- 
tor of District 2, NAB. in an ap- 
|pearance before the N. Y. State | 
|Law Revision Commission. | 
meet | 
|next Tuesday (29) at the Bar Assn... 
|42 West 44th street, N. Y. Hanna | 
;will be accompanied by E. R. 
| Vadebonce, veepee of WSYR. 


Landt Trio’s CBS Show 


Landt Trio, one of the airwaves’ 
vet vocal outfits, has been pacted 
by CBS to return to the web’s ether 
starti mext Monday (28) in a 
five-a-week morning half-hour pre- 
ceding Arthur Godfrey's Chester- 
field show. Time spot, opened up 
by transfer of two soapers, “‘Hill- 
top House” and “David Harum,” to 
other periods, is expected to give 
the Landts’ “Sing Along” sequence 
a strong sponsor appeal. 

Trio’s format and cast will be the 
same as when their show went off 








Dopey Music 
Chicago, June 22. 

Dr. Edward L. Corneil, Chi 
obstetrician, reports that 
music via a special radio- 
phonograph helps to soothe 
patients inclined to race their 
motors while on the operating 
table. Combo for use in op- 
erating rooms was developed 
by Zenith Radio and installed 
in a hospital here several 
months ago. Set has ear- 
phones so attending surgeons 
won't be distracted and it 
doesn't generate static elec- 
tricity, which can explode 
anesthesia gases. 

One of Dr. Corneii's patients 
arranged a special musical 
program on an FM station to 
lull her during a 90-minute 
Caesarian operation. Patients 
can bring their own platters, 
Says the dec, or select them 
from albums at the hospital. 
The anesthetist controls the 
volume and tunes the set. 


N.Y.’S O'WOR GROOMS 








Tele Will Supplement Radio, 
Not Supplant It: RMA Prexy 





B.B. Aude Still Loyal To 


New York. 
Editor, Variety: 
i have just taken a survey of 


our control room engineers and: 


\found all ef them listening te the 
| baseball game on WHN. None was 
| watching TV. 
| Such a controlled survey is just 
j}about as partisan as the Pulse 
| television-radio survey of baseball 
reported in Variety iast week 
which is based on interviews in, I 
believe, only about 4 television- 
equipped homes. 
| Fact of the matter is that base- 
| ball’s radio audience in the New 
| York area has not diminished but 
based upon these same 





IRISH TENOR IMPORT | fits -atines for May, 1948 over 


Irish tenors are in season at 
WOR, N. Y. Mutual key in mid- 


May, 1947. The combined three- 
station baseball audience averaged 
| 11.4 this year against 10.5 last year, 


Radio, Not Tele, Is Claim 


Chicago, June 22. 


Manufacturers Assn., which held 
its 24th annual convention here 
last week, predicted that television 
would never make AM and FM 
iradio obsolete. “Television,” he 
said, “is just an addition to radio. 
I don't see any chance of television 
washing out radio.” 


In odd contrast to this statement 
the four-day meet spotlighted two 
| significant trends within the last 
| six months: (1) radio receiver pro- 
duction is tapering off while (2) 
television receiver production is 
shooting upwards. 

Balcolm estimated that radio re- 
ceiver production for 1948 would 
j fall 5,000,000 short of the 1847 
all-time high of 19,500,000. Pipe 
lines empty throughout “se war 
are now filled 9 overfil¢. ‘ag, he 
disclosed, especially in regard to 
tabie models. Demand for console 
radios had been reduced, he said, 
because heavy cash outlays are di- 
rected to tele. 


Speaking for parts 


| Max Balcolm, prez of the Radio 


—— 


manufac- 


guessing. The query which pre-| 7; , : "ee July will import Michael Duffy jan increase of possibly 150,000 . ‘ 
ceeds the laugh is merely a come- enol peg = ty hee from Dublin on an exclusive con- | listeners a day. These figures cer- et a ad - Lee ny Ra ay te vnterage 
3 on. After the announcer repeats | jJonnny Cole pianist and Chet | tract and build two weekiy shows jtainly don’t support your conclu- use by the end of 1948, 2,470,000 





the challenge, a woman’s voice cuts 
in to say, “Why, girls, it’s you, yes, 
you, if you'll wear , laytex. 

Foote, Cone & Belding uncork- 
ed the “Laughing Lady” campaign 
under an odd coincidence. Ed- 
wards revealed day-and-date that 
when he returned his “Truth or 
Consequences” program to NBC 
in the fall his opening stunt would 


Kingsbury organist. Audience par- 
ticipation quiz, “Sing for Siiver,” 
with cash and merchandise give- 
aways, will be revived. Jack Carney 
will produce and Phil McHugh di- 
rect 





around him. He was “discovered,” 
as far as WOR is concerned, by the 
station's traffic manager, Barney 
Boyle, who is himself blossominz 


;out as a purveyor of Irish folk 


songs. Celtic Records, N. Y., has 


‘sion that “sponsors will obviously 
|pull out of radio” into television. 
|Here at WHN the SRO sign is still 
out; we still have a waiting list of 
advertisers anxious to sponsor 
sports features, shrewd enough not 
| yet to relinquish a great and grow- 





Commitment isn't expected to | just waxed a four-side album of! ing medium. 


affect the trio’s spot on the Bob | 
Hawk NBC show Thursday nights. 
Landts’ last stanza of their own 





shamrock ditties piped by Boyle, 
who is billed on the platters as 
Barry Boyle. 


It is fallacious to assume that 
all television viewers are coming 
out of the radio audience. While 


4 
; 


in 1949, 5,270,000 in 1950, 9,000,000 
in 1951, and 13,500,000 in 1952. 
Biz for parts manufacturers will 
continue brisk, he said, because 
tele sets require more components 
than radio. 


P&G DENIES ANY BIDS 





be “Laughing igs ‘act red os 
the Compton p> Ii ty gy a was ai by Mutual. Duffy, whose name will be | undoubtedly some of them might TO SPONSOR WINCHELL 
vises “T or C” for Procter & Gam- changed by WOR to Michael otherwise be listening to their 


ble, subsequently inguired of FTC 
as to the originating circumstances 
of the Playtex e.t. 





Pittsburgh—Roger Kelly, former 
WJAS announcer, has been ap- 
pointed publicity director and sales 
contact man for Pitt's only exclu- 
sive FM station, WKJF, which ex- 
pects to begin operations middle of 
August. After leaving here, he 
worked on Paramount's TV setup 
in Hellywood for a time. 


WOIC Breaks Ground 


Washington, June 22. 

Washington’s fourth television 
station, WOIC, Bamberger Broad- 
casting Service, plans to be on the 
air October 1. Ground breaking 
ceremonies for the transmitter 
building were held last week at the 
site where a 300-foot tower and 
antenna already have been erected. 

WOIC, owned by WOR-TV, New | 
York, will be connected to the New 
York station by coaxial cable. 








O'Duffy, records for HMV, British 
affiliate of Victor, and has a BBC 
show called “Armchair Melodies.” 
He’s a 29-year-old native of Ulster 
county and recently was rated by 
Radio Review, an Irish publication, 
as second only to Beniamino Gigli 
as topdrawing singer among Eire 
audiences. 

Station signed Duffy after hear- 
ing recordings brought back by 
Boyle from a trip to his native Ire- 
land. 


radios, others would not be listen- 
ing at all. They might be reading, 
playing cards, doing their house- 
work, going to films or going to the 
game itself. Television’s gain is 
not radio’s loss alone. 
Bob Patt. 
Director of Advertising 
and Promotion, WHN. 








| Cineimnati—As a builder-upper | 
the station, | 


for both him and 
!'WCKY is booking Fred Holt. 


Cincinnati, June 22. 

Contrary to reports, Procter & 
Gamble is not negotiating to take 
over sponsorship of the Walter 
Winchell series Sunday nights on 
ABC next season. According to Wil- 
liam M. Ramsey, radio director, 
the soap firm is not in the market 
for the commentator and is not 
considering any additional major 
program buys. 
P&G policy is generally against 
‘sponsorship of controversial shows. 
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WBT has a good fime... 
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of it 
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WBT averages an 8.0 Charlotte Hooperating from 9:00 
to 10:00 a.m.*...57‘~ better than the nearest competitor 


(a top network show)! That's good in any league. 
But on WBT-—where the average of all daytime rated 
periods all week long is a 12.8 rating—beating the best by 


only 57% isn't good enough. So we built a new 9:00-10 :00 
a.m. audience participation show for housewives. Called 
“What's Cookin’?” With guests, give-aways and gim- 
micks. Starring Kurt Webster, whose solo feat of reviving 
“Heartaches”? created a national sensation and sold more 


than 3,000,000 records. 

















And look what you will have now: a nationally-known, 
locally-idolized personality...with a topnotch show...in 
a period where WBT alrcady outrates all competition. On 
50,000-watt WBT, serving 3,500,000 people in 95 Carolina 
counties. So... if you’re looking for a good time—and want 
to make the most of it—grab a share of “What’s Cookin’ ?” 


before it’s all gone. 


ee 
*#— €. Hoorer—Orct, 147-Feb. 19a 
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GOP Hopefuls Ditching Convention's 
Hubbub in Favor of Hotelroom Tele 


By FLORENCE S. LOWE 


Philadelphia, June 22. 

The GOP Presidential aspirants 
aren't bothering to go to Conven- 
tion Hall. They all have television 
receivers in their hotel suites and 
campaign headquarters, and they're 
in the proceedings from 
comfortable armchairs. It’s an en- 
tirely new twist on political pow- 
wows and a hint of things to come. 

The delegates, for instance, 
aren't getting to see much of their 
favorite candidates. Sen. Arthur 
Vandenberg’s backers brought him 
in last night (Mon.) in an effort 
to stampede the convention, but it 
didn’t work. 

Indication also of the growing 
impact of TV was gained from 
many convention spectators, who 
said they came to see the goings-on 
after watching it on tele. But many 
of them also said they’d decided to 
go back to their video screens, 
from which they could look on with 
more convenience and comfort. 

The TV boys are fretting about 
the quality of some of the sound 
pickups and they blame AT&T. 
Some feel the coaxial cables aren't 
functioning perfectly. 

Consensus among the _ video 
crews, incidentally, is that Sen. 
Robert Taft and Gov. Earl Warren 
62,000,000 Aud 

Philadelphia, June 22. 

A U. S. radio audience of 
62,000,000, the largest ever to 
listen to a session of a political 
convention, last night (21) 
heard the proceedings at the 
keynote session of the Repub- 
lican National Convention in 
Philadelphia, it was announced 
today (Tuesday) by the re- 
search department of CBS. 
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are ovis most videoganic among | for facial as well as verbal adlib- 


Radio gabbers-turned-videoracles | ing and finding their stride here. 


are shaving twice daily and keep- | 


Hofhemz's 256 


the White House hopefuls. 


ing their clothes neatly presed so 
they'll look their best. Most of 
them aren’t bothering with make- 
up, however. 

Washington staff of Newsweek is 
working closely with BuMont’s tele 
crews. While there’s no official 
tieup, it’s believed a portent of a 
possible future working arrange- 
ment such as Life mag has with 
NEC tele. * 

Pre-convention programs came 
over well, with a good picture of 
the seething excitement here being 
projected across the country. Best 
bet were the informal, last-minute 
studio shows with whatever brass 
could be located. On the eve of 
the convention it was these shows, 
rather than the mobile unit pick- 
ups, which clicked. 

The Clare Booth Luce interview 
by WCB’s Margaret Arlen made 
news with the ex-Congresswoman’s 
colorful ‘declaration for Vanden- 
burg. Though the tele cameras do 
little for the attractive Mrs. Luce, 
her fine voice and expert sense of 
the dramatic made it a standout 
telecast on the eve of the big day. 
Skillful steering by Miss Arlen 


helped. 
Successful Combo 

NBC’s 10:30 pre-pool convention 
inaugural was a successful combo 
of studio and mobile unit teleemst- 
ing. Setting the stage for the 11 
o'clock gavel which brought the 
convention to order and set the TV 
pool in operation, it did-a com- 
petent roundup job. Surprisingly 
straight commentary by team of 
Ben Grauer and John Swayze was 
more colorful than the pickup, 
which was intended to supply the 


human interest element. Both 
mewscasters photographed well, 
though Grauer’s heavy beard 
showed the need for better 
makeup. 


Informal chatter between the 
two newscasters should have reg- 
%tered well with that portion of 
fhe tele audience which must have 
%s politics diluted with a little hu- 
for and sidelights. Question of 
whether the serious, do-or-die po- 
litico would go for this can be 
raised, but there’s plenty of the 
straight stuff, with more to come 
as the convention proceeds. 

On the other hand, a birdseye 
view of the route from the GOP 
headquarters at. the Bellevue- 
Stratford to Convention Hall —a 
seeming natural for tele—proved 
_to be a dull parade of tall build- 
ings and empty streets. 

The NBC-Life chain breaks 


rate attention. They suggest the 
possibilities of video commercials 
which avoid some of the pitfalls of 
AM. Format-of these, arranged by 
the Y&R staff is effective—a spe- 
cial GOP cover of Life plus a quick 
screening of a recent highlight. 


Effect of seeing an unrelated event | 
less of aj} 
break in the continuity than the 


is mildly jolting, but 
ordinary radio plug. 

The first day of the pool ar- 
rangement, allocated to ABC, ran 
smoothly, with inevitable wrinkles 
which. have yet to be ironed out. 
The sidewalk interviews by Bryson 
Rash broke up the monotony of 
the running story, and gave the 
necessary local color touch. Effec- 
tiveness varied with the inter- 
viewee, with Rash’ job being com- 
plicated by the fact that the can- 
didates and their families stuck to 
hotels and headquarters on the 
initial day. 

Weakness of the running tele ac- 
count is the fact that the proceed- 
ings are shown up as they actually 
are—brief spots of high excite- 
ment with wide oases of dullness 
and monotony. Biggest mistake 
made the first day was a half-hour 
post - adjournment telecast after 
the morning session, of an empty 
auditorium. The meaningless pan 


‘Sans sound, showed rows of empty 


seats, cleaning women, bored at- 
tendants, and such things as a 30- 
second shot of a newspaper on a 
chair. Five minutes of this might 
have been effective. Nets will have 
to be more ingenious 
gaps, such as an_ unanticipated 
early adjournment. There’s little 
question that such wrinkles will 
be ironed out by experience. 
Though the telecasts still lack 
their potential showmanship, this 
angle is being developed hour by 
hour here. Helping along are the 





commentators themselves, some of 
whom are showing a quick facility 





Station-on-Wheels 


Philadelphia, June 22. 

The most modern radio station 
in the country has rolled into town 
for the convention, after pausing 
briefly.in Washington Friday (18) 
to give Federal Communications 
Commission personnel a private 
preview before continuing. 

Roy Hofheinz, owner of KTHT, 
Houston, said the mobile radio unit 
had been built in five weeks. A 
specially designed Dodge truck 
pulls the trailer. 

Versatility of the unit is remark- 
able. By shortwave it can transmit 
programs to KTHT from anyplace; 
transcriptions can be produced on 
the spot; it generates its own 
power and water, but can use tele- 
phone lines or city current when 
available. 

A public address system can be 
heard by 5,000 to 10,000 people, 
and the trailer unit has sleeping 
accommodations for four and 
dining accommodations for 10. 

After covcring the convention, 
Hofheinz will make a brief tour 
of the country. Unit cost was 
about $25,000. 


Video on the Hoof 


Philadelphia, June 22. 








In another of the many firsts 
ibeing clocked up by tele here this 
‘week, WCAU-TV is offering the 
|man-in-the-street his first look at 
‘portable video. 

Station has mounted large Philco 
projection receivers on three jeeps 
supplied by the Keystone Auto- 
mobile Club and has them travel- 
ing from curbside to curbside 
throughout the city. 





IT’S A BET 


Philadelphia, June 22. 

Richard Harkness, NBC Wash- 
ington news analyst at the conven- 
tion, says it’s so difficult to make 
sensible wagers on who the GOP 
will nominate that he’s making 
only one. . 

Harkness will put or take a 
thousand to one that Joe Martin 
will be nominated on the same bal- 
fot as the number of the round in 





|which Jersey Joe Walcott gwill 


knock out Joe Louis. 


Unsung Heroes 
Philadelphia, June 22. 

Perhaps the unsung heroes 
of the GOP convention were 
the technicians, engineers, 
electricians, etc.—the behind- 
the-scenes guys who set the 
stage for this mammoth spec- 
tacle, and made the whole com- 
munications picture possible. 

It was probably the most in- 
| tricate setup of its kind ever 
assembled. Delegates marveled 
at the ability to extract cohe- 
sion and continuity out of the 
endless miles of wiring, agree- 
ing it was one of the greatest 
technical feats in the field of 
special events. That it all went 
off without a hitch was the ma- 
jor ripley of them all. 


Y&R Evolving 
Mass Coverage 
Pattern Via GOP 


Philadelphia, June 22. 

Young and Rubicam has the dis- 
tinction of being sole agency staff- 
jing radio-tele at the GOP conven- 
‘tion, setting a precedent which may 
|well become a pattern for mass 
| coverage. 
| The 10-man Y&R staff, headed 
|by Dave Levy, is working hand in 
|glove with the NBC-Life video op- 
;erator. Y&R, of course, are regu- 
\lar agents for Life. 
| Special bailiwick of the agency 
‘group are the 20-second chain 











filling the! breaks of Life commercials, the‘ 


sevreboard set up of the net for use 
,when balloting begins, the Hile- 
| Dameoth board, and a series of 100 
ispecial bridges ranging from 10 sec- 
jonds to one-minute to connect 
| switchovers and help continuity. 
|Also being developed by the Y&R 
|troupe are special gimmicks. 

| The Hile-Damroth technique is 
| being used on a large scale for the 
| first time. A visual aid consisting 
iof a black fabric colored board to 
which cardboard drawings, sym- 
bols, charts or pictures adhere, this 
is the nearest thing to film anima- 
tion yet tried on tele. Technique is 
used to visualize parts of the pro- 
ceedings which might make dull, 
involved narration, much in the 
manner of the cartoon method as 
well as for background sketches. 


Right Convention 
But the Wrong Ad 


There were plenty of red faces 
around NBC headquarters in N. Y. 
last week, when somebody got the 


schedules mixed, with the result 
that a four-page ad minutely de- 
scribing NBC’s sock job in cover- 
ing the Philly GOP convention hit 
the trade press the week before 
the convention had even opened. 

Promotional splurge master- 
minded in advance was all set to 
ride as soon as the powwow folded, 
but in some inexplicable manner 
the ad was substituted for one 
scheduled to run in advance of the 
convention. ' 

NBC execs blew their top, but it 
was too late to do anything about 
it. (Someat NBC said the advance 
release was deliberate in order to 
attract attention, but trade eye- 
brows were lifted at this comment.) 











Philadelphia, June 22. 

Some of NBC’s pre-conven- 
tion airings from the Bellevue- 
Stratford Hotel last Saturday 
and Sunday hit a peculiar snag. 
It appears that the newsmen 
assigned to keep the listeners 
alerted to last-minute develop- 
ments of any significance were 
obliged to do some fast adlib- 
bing (with practically nothing 
of consequence to say) because 
_the copy being prepared for 
them had been sidetracked. 

A, page boy was being 
handed a batch of bulletins to 
rush to the newscasters. The 

y had his own ideas about 
what bulletins meant, and, be- 
ing a diehard Philadelphian, ; 
kept throwing them into the 
basket in the belief that they 
were being written for the 

_ Bulletin, the Philly afternoon 
daily, 








Bullish on Bulletin 











Convention Highlights 








Philadelphia, June 22. 

Convention City is also Radio 
City, with net and station reps 
spread all over the place. . _in ad- 
dition to suites converted into com- 
bination newsrooms, studios and 
work rooms on four different floors 
of the Bellevue Stratford, GOP 
headquarters, staffers are housed 


throughout the city...ABC and 
CBS have taken U. of P. frat 
houses, complete with house 


mothers and breakfast...NBC is 
spread over at least 15 hotels. 
MBS, sans a tele staff, and there- 
fore the smallest in number of the 
nets here, is concentrated in three 
hotels and the University Club. 
Plum of accommodations was 
copped by NBC’s Syd Eiges and his 
press staff, who live in luxury on 
a rooftop suite at the Sheraton, 
with Eiges boasting a canopied 
bed. Tom Knode, director of NBC 








Her First Love 
Philadelphia, June 22. 
The marriage of tele and 

motion pictures is still a thing 

of the future in the mind-of 
at least one convention visitor. 

Listening to Edward R. Mur- 
row on CBS’ “People’s Plat- 
form” telecast, one femme ob- 
server heaved a sigh of admi- 
ration towards the handsome 
commentator, and then ob- 
served in a _ stage whisper, 

“He’s too handsome for tele- 








vision. He ought to be in the 
movies.” 
press dept., is busy reunioning 


with his old pals from D.C., his 
former stamping ground. Ditto 
for Dave Levy, Y & R exec here to 
keep an eye on Life-NBC setup. 
Everybody’s doubling in brass, 
even toppers like NBC prexy Niles 
Trammell, who was a sight to be- 
hold on the eve of opening day, 
with sleeves rolled up directing 
the final touches to the NBC lay- 
out at Convention Hall...and the 
way directors are pinch hitting as 
makeup artists for studio tele 
shows would make the Hollywood 
local see red... Yes, even the lead- 
ing candidates are submitting to 
makeup under the bright lights of 
the studios...Andrew  Heiskell, 
publisher of Life, is fast becoming 
one of the leading video men in 
the business, with his finger in 











| Television 


shouldered its way to attention 
here in wondrous manner. 

When Pennsylvania’s big delega- 
tion met last Sunday night (20) to 
decide whether the two opposing 
factions would fight or kiss and 
make up, the March of Time-NBC 
setup had a video camera planted 
front and center in the caucus 
room, with floodlights burning and 
crew ready for action. Video in- 
terviewed Gov. Jim Duff, leader of 
one faction, and Senator Ed Mar- 
tin, leader of the other. Tele saw 
and heard the full proceeding, 
which culminated in a truce. It 
sent the story out—just as it hap- 
pened—hours before many news- 
papers had the news on the street, 
and more completely and accu- 
rately than sound radio could. 

Tele paraded big, portable sound 
trucks through Philadelphia, and 
parked them on the pavement out- 








side Convention Hall to carry that 


angle of the convention story to 
those on the pooled coaxial net. 

Sidewalk interviews with promi- 
nent personalities in the nation’s 
life were one of the features fed 
to the pool’s mixers. ABC, NBC 
and CBS showed their trucks, last 
of these looking like a glass-bubble 
enclosed airplane fuselage. 

Inside Convention Hall tele cam- 
eras played on the scene from 
various angles, with the networks 
alternating days in handling the 
combined shows. Some of this 
stuff came through in exciting 
fashion. Some of it, due to inex- 
perience in this type of show, was 
extremely duil, but always it at- 
tracted attention. 

On the balcony floor of the Con- 
vention hall the Pennsylvania rail- 
road has set up a lounge and snack 
bar for newsmen. Hour after hour, 
during the day and evening ses- 


Steals GOP Sp 


Continued from page 1 


every phase of the work, including 
tele p.a.’s...Albert Warner, frésh 
from his role of Headliners’ Award 
Winner, in Atlantic City, -was 
nabbed as he entered headquarters 
and given an assignment. What 
price glory. 

The preview broadcast done by 
the entire MBS technical staff was 
actually for the purpose of testing 
the equipment...Al’ Bryant and 
Sam Smith, who are running the 
|CBS office, have as their helpers 
four U. of P. students whose sole ob- 
ject in taking the job is to wangle 
their way into Convention Hall... 
NBC commentators have set up a 
pool arrangement, instead of 
their usual method of working in- 
dependently, with all items fun- 
neled through a news clearance 
desk, under supervision of Wil- 
liam Brooks and Frank McCall .. 
CBS newsman compares the new 
12 pound walkie-talkie with that of 
’44 vintage, which weighed 40 
pounds, with another 40 pounder 
trailing it. 

Mrs. Louis Weiss, wife of the 
MBS chairman of the board, ar- 
rived here from the Coast with 
daughter Pat only to find that the 
suite arranged for her by local 
staffers was a single room with 
cot. Quick legwork changed that 
fast... Edward Ingles, radio top- 
per for GOP national committee, 1s 
a cousin of “Red” Ingles of ““Temp- 
tation” disk fame...The elevator 
jam in the hotels made it neces- 
sary to carry tons of technical 
equipment up flights of stairs 
Leslie Nichols, ex-foreign corre- 
spondent in charge of MBS desk, 
and a rookie at political conven- 
tions, thought he spotted a familiar 
face. It was Alf Landon...Fulton 
Lewis, Jr.. with one of biggest co- 
op lists in radio, has been a thorn 
in the side of MBS staff with his 
many sponsors plaguing them for 
tickets, which are impossible to 
get. 

Kay Campbell, assistant to Ted 
Church, CBS news director, leaves 
for her native England as soon as 
she has completed her convention 


chores...another post-convention 
switch will be Richard Goggin, 
ABC television producer, who 


moves to L.A. to become program 
director of net’s two Coast tele 
stations.. Morgan Beatty’s first 
act on arriving here was to lose 
his convention ticket and badge 
...Engineers looking for George 
McElrath, NBC manager of opera- 
tions on the air, found him busily 
writing a script. 








otlight 


sions, it has been thronged with 
the working press, with photog- 
raphers, and radio people. Scat- 
tered about the room are nearly a 
dozen large tele receivers. Chairs 
and lounges in front of them have 
been constantly filled and the SRO 
sign has been out most of the first 
two days. 

It is here that video is getting 
in some of its most effective work, 
selling itself to reps of the other 
news media. Newsmen from sec- 
tions not yet reached by TV have 
been commenting constantly on 
the miracle before their eyes and 
some have actually been covering 
the doings in the Convention hall 
from a comfortable armchair with 
a glass of beer in one hand and a 
plate of cheese and _ crackers 
(gratis) on end tables beside them. 
It is a better way to work than on 
the hard chairs of the press and 
radio sections of the convention. 


Story To Take Back Home 

Impact on these men is that they 
will be carrying the story of tele- 
vision back to their communities 
and helping to stimulate its 
growth. This convention, for in- 
stance, like all such confabs, is 
loaded with small town daily ed- 
itors on a vacation spree which 
they are taking in the midst of the 
big political huddle. The story of 
television should be sold in many 
news and editorial page columns 
iin the weeks to come. 

In the Bellevue-Stratford, sec- 
ond only to Convention hall as the 
_hub of the convention, ABC, CBS, 
NBC, WPIX have tele studios to 
which they have been luring na- 
tional big names for interviews. In 
the weekend before the convention 
opened, these studios were actually 
the center of tele activity in Phila- 
delphia, 
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MPCE Jobless Divvy Plan Stirs Up 
Storm; Toppers Ditch Whole Idea 


Music Publishers Contact Em-+ 





oyees union stirred up a hor- 
net's nest of controversy among its 
members Monday (21) morning 
when they received letters from 
the org suggesting that working 
cardholders contribute percentages 
of weekly salaries to benefit job- | 
Jess brethren. So great was the | 
resentment against the idea, which | 
exploded among the contact men | 
without warning, that a luncheon | 
meeting by Bob Miller, secretary | 
of the MPCE; Joe Santly, veepee; | 
Irving Tanz, head of the Profes- | 
sional Music Men's relief commit- 
tee (PMM is the benevolent arm of 
the MPCE), and Recco Vocco, prez | 
of PMM, called the whole thing off. 
Thev decided there was no need | 
for the tap. 

Idea was sponsored by a reso- 
lution passed by the MPCE Coun- 
cil. It called for MPCE card- 
holders making $75 or more per | 
week to contribute 3° to the 
PMM and those under $75 weekly 
to kick in with 2%, with a limit of 
$25 weekly. Idea was to boost the 
emergency relief fund so that the 
unusually high number of contact | 
men out of work wouldn’t run the | 
treasury dry by asking for the 
$200 in relief they're entitled to if 
they're in dire circumstances. 

MPCE's letter asked all mem- 
bers to attend a meeting tomor- 
row (‘Thurs.) evening to vote on 
the proposal and, if passed, pub- | 
lishers were to be asked to deduct | 
the coin from salary checks and | 
forward it to the union, if the em- | 
ployee agreed. This angle riled | 
pubs, who have enough paper | 
work to do in connection with pay- | 
rolls. It riled many others be- | 
cause they too, despite being own- | 
ers, also hold MPCE cards and | 


would be asked to kick in. 

Idea heated up contact men who 
Many pointed out | 
that in 1940 there were less than | 
300 members of the MPCE (then | 
called PMM), and now, because | 
of war-expanded staffs, there are | 
over 600. It was pointed out that | 
many jobless are johnny-come- | 
latelys who were not entitled to 
be supported by working co-union- 
ites. A good many were only war- 
time stopgaps. 

At any rate, the idea didn’t last 
long. The burn MPCE men did 
at the idea convinced the execu- 
tives there weren't so many of the 
70-odd men out of work who de- 
served help and that the current 
treasury could take care of their 


Thompson Gets Both 
Music, Disk Rights 
_ To Happiness’ in Can. 


An unusual deal was worked out 
recently when Canadian rights to 
both sheet music and records of 
the pop song “My Happiness” went 
to one firm, Gordon V. Thompson, 
Ltd. Arrangements for sheet sales 
were made with Louis Blasco, and 
for record rights with Vic Damon, 
both of Kansas City. Pressings of 
the record made by Jon and Son- 
dra Steele are being made in Can- 
ada from stampers furnished by 
Damon, and Thompson will handle 
the disk under the Damon label. 

Happiness” is backed by “They 
All Recorded to Beat the Ban.” 

“Happiness” has now sold over 
750,000 records in the States and 
is 13th among record favorites in 
Canada in its second week of issue. 
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DISKS, LIKE POSIES, NOW 
CAN BE SENT BY WIRE. 


Chicago, June 22. 

Record albums will be ordered | 

wire, similar to sending of flow- 

ers and candy. Newly formed Na- 

1 Record Delivery Assn. has 

set up an idea whereby patrons 

ean order disks in any part of the 

country and have them. delivered 
anywhere. 


Promotions are planned to tie- 
in with national holidays, similar 
to those made by florists and other 
ndustries. All record companies 

© agreed to co-operate, viewing 

ee nwtins as means of new sales 

ess delive and breakage 
headaches. — 

, previewed at the Na- 

tional Assn. of Music Merchants 

Convention here last week, will go 





operation Sept. 7. 





Warren Music’s Folderoo | 


Harry Warren Musie Co., sub- | 
sidiary of Robbins Music, will be | 
deactivated for the present. Firm | 
will continue to work on the cur- | 
rent revival of “Don’t Blame Me” | 
until the end of the song’s run, | 


}and thereafter seek shelter until | 


the sales dip blows over. 

Charles Warren, now in New| 
York at the head of the firm earry- | 
ing his songwriter brother’s name 


' will return to the Coast. 


; 
' 


MPCE Sets Meet 


On Peatman Log 


Musie Publishers Contact Em- 
ployees Council, which has been | 
trying to rid the music business 
of the performance measuring 
“sheet” conducted by Dr. John 
Peatman, has asked for a meeting | 
with the trade papers on the sub- | 
ject. MPCE claims to have as- | 
surances from all but one or two | 
of the major firms that they will 
discontinue subscribing to the | 
Peatman log. and the organization 
is now seeking to induce trade 
papers to discontinue printing the 
weekly tune performance ratings. 
A meeting has been set for tomor- 
row (Thursday) in New York. 

Although the MPCE men claim 
to have met with almost 100° suc- 
cess in getting publishers to drop 
the Peatman log. the one or two 
that they haven't been able to con- 
vince are adamant against drop- 
ping the log system. Major op- 
ponent of the plan is the Shapiro- 
Bernstein firm. Louis Bernstein, 
its head, points out that all major 
industries have methods of meas- 
uring and circulating production 
figures ‘(which is what the Peat- 
man sheet amounts to in the music 
field) and that it would prove 
nothing to black out all perform- 
ance logs. 

Bernstein asserts that the Accu- 
rate Reporting System, which sup- 
plies Peatman with information 
concerning N. Y. plugs, will re- 
main in business and that to elimi- 
nate Peatman will simply force 
publishers to put girls to work 
to compile individual performance 
charts, which ultimately will be 
delivered weekly to radio produ- 
cers. In the end, he points out, 
the exploiting of songs will again 
be reduced to adding up the num- 
ber of plugs a publisher secures 
weekly, which will bring back with 
it many of the evils which the 
Peatman system of evaiuation, 
based on Hooper ratings, elimi- 
nated. 

On the other hand, there are 
equally as powerful publishers who 
agree with what the MPCE is trying | 
to do. Herman Starr, head of the 
Warner Bros. publishing group, is 
behind the contact men. He’s 
firmly convinced that disposing of 
all sheets will aid the music busi- 
ness. 


CBS Spanks Berlin 
For Parody Stance, 
Bars ‘Parade’ Plugs 


CBS last week rejected a bid 
from Feist for a plug of “A Fella 
with an Umbrella” on the network’s 
Saturday night giveaway show, 
“Sing It Again,” because of Irving 
Berlin's personal stance about hav- 
ing his other works parodied on 
the same program. “Fella” is part | 


of the “Easter Parade” score | 
(M-G). 


All efforts of the web to induce 
Berlin to let the program do a 
double twist (straight and parody) 
on Berlin songs have proved of no 
avail and CBS advised Feist that 
if “Sing It Again” isn’t good 
enough for Berlin's other tunes it 
wilf have to do without Berlin ma- 
terial altogether. 


Chappell publishing group had 
previously assumed a similar policy 
in connection with its show tunes 
but the wraps are now pretty well 
off works of such writers as 
Hammerstein IT, the late George 
Gershwin, Cole Porter, Howard | 
Dietz and the late Lorenz Hart. j 
54 — Fr 
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De Luxe Sues Apollo, 
Charges Artist ‘Stolen’ 


David Braun and George Furst, 

trustees under a_ reorganization 
plan for De Luxe Records, filed a 
$15,000 damage suit in New York 
federal court last week against 
Apolio Records, charging the de- 
fendant illegally used the services 
of Lee Richardson, a_ recording 
artist. An accounting of profits is 
also sought. 
De Luxe and Richardson. accord- 
ing to the complaint, entered into 
an exclusive contract in 1946 call- 
ing for options until 1952. It’s 
claimed that Apollo was aware of 
the artist's deal with De Luxe but 
nevertheless induced him to breach 
and violate the pact by recording 
for the defendant. 

Since Apollo’s alleged takeover 
of Richardson, De Luxe charges 
that it has been deprived of his 
services. Under the plaintiff's 
original deal with Richardson his 
pay was scaled from $20 a side up 
to $100 a side in 1952 and ‘53 in 
the event the options were exer- 
cised. Braun and Furst were ap- 
pointed De Luxe trustees by a New 
Jersey district court last April. 


Pubs See Fertile 
Field in TV For 





Heavy Rains Put Damper on 1-Nite 


Band Dates’ Boxoffice in East 








| ’ se 
_ Glaser’s Expansion Plans 
Hollywood, June 22. 
Joe Glaser is dickering with both 
-Mus-Art and the Continental Agen- 
cy for the office space and furni- 
ture of their local branches. Glaser 
ihas been seeking to open a Coast 
{branch of his Associated Booking 
iCorp. for weeks, but hadn't been 
| able to find suitable space. 

If he closes with either agency, 
|Glaser may bring Art Rowley here 
'from San Francisco as his repre- 
sentative. 


‘selling out to General Artists. He 
|formerly was with Music Corp. of 
America. 


Oberstein Plans 
39c Disk Revival 


Eli Oberstein intends hanging a 
39c. tag on one of the two new 
labels he Will soon begin mar- 
keting under the Varsity and Roy- 
ale labels by his new Wright Rec- 
ord Co. That’s a cutback to pre- 
war prices that has the music and 
recording industries trying to 
'guess how much coin he'll lose on 








é * 4 | 
Stories on Tunes jevery disk pressed, in view of cur- 
jrent production costs. He says 


Scope of possibilities in the use 
of pop and standard songs by tele- 
vision will in all probability bring 
about a completely new sideline to 
music publishing—the writing of 
brief stories or synopses of the 
thought that inspired the tune and 
the action which its lyric covers. 
Louis Bernstein, head of Shapiro- 
Bernstein, is so convinced that 
music publishers will in the future 
find it mandatory to serve tele 
producers with ideas in which to 
dress song performances that he 
intends building a complete library 
outlining the lyrical stories told by 
both pop and standard material in 
his company’s catalog. These will 
accompany copies dispatched to 
video producers as a package. 

Songwriters get ideas for songs 
in many and varied ways. Some- 
times it’s a remark overheard; 
sometimes the idea builds slowly 
out of a situation. Whatever the 
basic reason for the birth of a 
song, Bernstein feels that a goodly 
percentage of the causes will sup- 
ply material for a synopsis leading 
up to and into the actual] lyric. It’s 
felt that in this way video pro- 
ducers will have something to build 
on when they anticipate the use of 
a pop or a standard before tele 
cameras and while in the majority 
of cases production budgets would 
prevent too close attention to a 
lyric story, at least food for thought 
would be provided to help avoid 
run-ofthe-mill performances. 

Publishers are well aware that 
many old time songs tell excellent 
stories valuable to tele producers, 
and they expect many standard 
melodies will be used by video for 
that reason. However; it’s also an- 
ticipated that this obvious require- 
ment in new tunes will have pro- 
found effect on the pop song writer. 
That lyrics of the future will be 
written with the idea in mind that 
they will be fitted to tele action. 


LOTS OF SQUAWKS AT 
MUSIC MEN’S POWWOW 


Chicago, June 22. 

National Assn. of Music Men’s 
convention here last week opened 
and closed on a blue note. From 
one end of the meet to the other 
very little was accomplished by 
the conventioneers ‘except beef 
about business conditions. 

Attendees seemed to blame most 
of the dipping public response to 
the lack of songs of hit quality. 
It’s stated that kids are still buy- 
ing the majority of sheet music 
sold and that few of the current 
crop of tunes appeal to them. 
There was considerable conversa- 
tion also concerning the effect the 
disk ban has had on sheet and disk 
sales. Conventioneers are con- 
vinced that a goodly percentage of 
buyers are not in action due to 
their belief that no new songs are 
being released due to the American 
Federation of Musicians embargo. 





|he won’t lose. 
| There’s still no indication of 
exactly where Oberstein will get 
the material to press, although it’s 
figured a good portion of it will 
come from England. Oberste:n will 
head overseas within the next 
| week or so in this connection and 
in behalf of the Atlantic Sound 
outfit he’s involved with. This 
company is designed to supply 
tailored musical backgrounds made 
in England to transcription and 
recording companies that order 
them to fit certain singers. 
Oberstein, ‘t’s said, has been dis- 
cussing his 39c. disks with coin 
machine operators in the past 
week. That they're hungry for a 
record that would wholesale to 
them for 26¢c. goes without saying. 
Coin machine business is said to 
be off more than 60%, and a rec- 
ord that would cost them almost 
half of what established labels de- 
mand probably could get a break. 


N.Y. Diskers Aped His 
Animal Disks, Carroll 
Charges in Filing Suit 


Eugene F. Carroll and Stapleton 
Industries filed suit in N. Y. fed- 
eral court last week against Band- 
wagon Records, Inc., and Sterling 
Records, Inc. They ask an injune- 
tion to restrain the defendants 
from producing and selling ree- 
ords embodying Carroll's ideas, 
which are incorporated in disks 
sold as Animal Records. 

Action states that Carroli, for- 
mer member of the radio team of 
Gene and Glenn, conceived a 
unique type of disk recording 
prior to June, 1947. These plat- 
ters were sold under the Animal 
Record label and bearing his name 
until last February, when he grant- 
ed Stapleton the right to wax his 
ideas. 

Last April, it’s charged, Band- 
wagon and Sterling came out with 
a similar series of disks allegedly 
copying Carroll’s style. Plaintiffs 
also ask an accounting of profits. 


Shipping of Films 0’seas 
Adds to Harry Fox Woes 


Harry Fox, music publishers rep 








* Consistent 


Rowley is now with | 
|Mus-Art, which is in the throes of | 


rains which have 
‘drenched the east all through the 
spring, especially on weekends have 
created havoe among one-night 
| promoters who hadn't, on the aver- 
‘age, been reaping very strong b.o, 
|returns. Before the season got un- 
i'derway, a handful of early starters 
/were turning in good figures and 
,ou their reports the band business 
|perked up a bit in anticipation of 
a good summer. When the rains 
came, however, the optimism was 
| washed away in the ruined dates, 
‘cancellations that many offices re- 
| ceived, often on short notice, etc. 
As it stands now, there is enough 
sales being completed by agency 
imen, but few of the dates are de 
in more than average, often los- 
\ing, b.o. figures. Guy Lombarde 
iis claimed at the moment to be 
‘perhaps the only band consistently 
going into percentages on standard 
eastern one night promotions. Tom- 
my Dorsey has been spotty; ditto 
Vaughn Monroe in the east and 
midwest; Tex Beneke has ranged 
from good to fair. These bands 
last year did very well at the 
‘gate on the standard dates, with 
ithe exception of Dorsey, who 
'didn’t work many, and promoters 
land agency men do net blame 
jthem too much for their failures 
|this season, in view of weather 
| conditions. 
| However, promoters still con- 
|\demn the prices being asked in 
| Suarantees for top and medium 
level orchestras. At the same time 
\the maestros at whom the prome- 
jfers aim those price beefs are in 
|a bit of a spot themselves. Costs 
/have continued to go up rather 
|than down and there’s not much 
\that they ean do about it. Musi- 
‘cians’ salaries Nave in many cases 
|been pared a bit, but such redue- 


|tions have been at least met by . 


‘continued inereases in transporta- 
tion, taxes, arrangements, etc. 


| Klenner, Hoffman Reach 
Settlement in Royalty 
Coin Tiff With Vogel 


Boston, June 22. 

John Klenner and Al Hoffman 
settled differences with publisher 
Jerry Vogel over the royalty coin 
stemming from the “Heartaches” 
song, sleeper published by’ Leeds 
Music. Vogel had claimed all of 
Kienner’s share of the income 
from the song on the basis of al- 
legedly having purchased the 
rights. Hoffman was a co-defend- 
ant in the suit, filed in N. Y. su- 
preme court, 

Setilement calls for the writer 
end of the $26,000 Leeds is holding 
in escrow, to be divided three ways 
between Klenner, Hoffman and the 
Ben Bernie estate. From Klen- 
ner’s share the first $600 is de- 
| ducted (going to Vogel) and the 
‘remainder ‘split evenly between 
|Kienner and Vogel. - 
| There's another suit pending on 
| the Bernie angle, incidentally. 
, Bernie was originally declared in 
| on the song in return for plugging 
it and, sinee its revival, Klenner 
and Hoffman have sued to erase 
his name from the tune and his 
right to on the theory 
that he had nothing to do with the 
writing of it originally and had 
nothing to do with its currently 
renewed life. 


NAME BANDS ARE OUT AT 
TOTEM POLE, SEZ GILL 


Boston, June 22. 
Roy Gill, operator of the Totem 
| Pole Ballroom at nearby Auburn- 
dale, is steadfastly clinging to his 
, decision not to use name bands 
| at his spot this season. He has so 
‘far rejected the overtures of all 

















in licensing tunes for recordings | 28encies to sell him topname comi- 
and films, is having his troubles bos and intends to go through the 
currently because of the number of season with Al Donahue’s 25-piece 
films being shipped overseas. Due | band, whieh, he says, is building 
to the war, the music used in some | biz every week. Donahue has been 
of these films was not properly at the spot since last fall, at first 
licensed since it was owned by with a smaller outfit. 
‘foreign countries occupied by Gill contends that name orches- 
Germany. _tras “do not please his publie’”’ and 

Now, Fox is endeavoring to se- for that reason refuses to pay their 
‘eure the licenses and many for- prices. He explains that his pa- 
eign pubs, he says, seem of the | tronage wants to dance, which can- 
opinion that money is kicked , not be done to the music supplied 
around in the streets of the U. S.,| by the major number of the more 
|indueced apparently, by war relief expensive combos. And if they 
sums spent by this country. He can’t danee they won't pay, no 
/has had plenty of trouble securing | matter what the admission price is 
\ licenses .at fair prices. - | pegged at... i S 


ter tA y¢ ‘ br a:? 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Ben Bodec 


Lee—“Bubble-Loo, Bub- 








ple-Loo,” “Why Don’t You Do 
Right” (Capitol). Miss Lee and 
Dave Barbour try hard to make 
something important out of Hoagy 
Carmichael’s woodland sound 
effect but the chances are that the 
sentimental interest, if any, will 
focus on the remake of the torrid 
novelty which she cut with Benny 
Goodman about six years ago. 
Columbia may have taken the edge 
off even that possibility by re- 








— 


My Favorite Five 
By FRED JACKSON 
(WWEZ, New Orleans) 
“Serenade in Blue” (Glenn 
Miller). 
“In the Blue of the Eve- 
ning” (Tommy Dorsey). 
‘What Makes the Sunset” 
(Frank Sinatra). 
“Trumpet Blues” 
James). 
. “Chattanooga Choo - Choo” 
(Glenn Miller). 


(Harry 











rs 








— 
releasing the Goodman-Lee col- 
laboration on “Do Right” several 
weeks ago. 

Jehnny Desmond—‘“P. S.—I 
Love You,” “I Wonder Where My 
Baby Is Tonight” (M-G-M). Des- 
mond not so long ago was etching 
‘em for Victor. He’s a much bet- 
ter singer than this firstie under 
the M-G-M label makes him ap- 
pear. Perhaps it’s the choice of 
tunes, or the thin instrumental 
backing (piano, guitar and bass). 

Vaughn Monroe—“Cool Water,’ 
“Legend of Tiabi” (Victor). Mon- 
roe, with the Sons of the Pioneers 
in support, rides herd on Bob 
Nolan’s western refrain. “Water” 
makes pleasant harmony. “Tiabi” 
keeps Monroe out in the sagebrush 
but the lyrical impact here is not 
quite as engaging. Good stuff for 
inclusion in a .program that’s 
pitched in a subdued mood, 

Johnny Johnston—“I Don't Care 
If It Rains All Night,” “A Boy 
from Texas’ (M-G-M). Johnston’s 
—. style and ability to sell a 
ight lyric shows up brightly with 
“Rain,’ and the side has a slick 
chance of capturing attention. He 
even does up the belated “Texas” 
in shipshape fashion. 

Stan Kenton—“How High the 
Moon,” “Interlude” (Capitol). With 
June Christy latching on to the 
lyric in fetching style, “‘Moon’ is 
treated to a typical Kenton appli- 
cation of tonal frenzy. Coupled 

ental travels in a far less 

hectic orbit and accords the spot- 

light to the Kenton digits. Obt of 

comes creative distinction in 
the jazz idiom. 


’ 


Derethy Shay — ‘Makin’ Love, 
Mountain Style,” “Finishing School 
Was the Finish of Me” (Colum- 
bia). Two numbers out of Miss 
Shay’s nitery repertoire that should 
make ownership a pleasure for 
her fans. The lyrics of “Moun- 
tain” aren't exactly for family cir- 
cle consumption, but even with 

ey sidestepping it will do a 
selling job. Cutie on the reverse 

y makes an ideal match. 

Lund—“The Sad Cowboy.” 
“I Long To Belong to You” (M-G- 
M). Lund’s recital about “The 
Sad Cowboy” will draw little sym- 
pathy for either the singer or the 
a gl while “Long’s” lone. as- 
@ snappy background un- 

der Johnny Thompson. 


Piatter Pointers 


jazz cognoscenti. This Chi 
Sroup is intent, like Stan Kenton, 
upon developing new jazz forms. 
« Pastor (Columbia) whips 
Windshield Wiper’ into an in- 
sinuating vocal and catchy batch of 
pation...Harry James (Co- 


ugh 
have a pair of briskly 
paced dillies in “Air Mail Special” 
and “Fish and Chips.” “Air Mail” 
should do heavy duty as a perker- 
n the general 


run of pro- 


in “It Must Be True” but return to 
their native heath with the reverse 
side's “Cat’s Polka.” 


(am Floods Enable 


Jantzen Beach Reopening 
Portland, Ore., June 22. 
Jantzen Beach ballroom will re- 
| open July 2. Flood waters have re- 
;ceded and spot, owned by Jantzen 
|Woolen Mills, figures it can be 
| back in biz, with repairs effected, 
lin three weeks. 
| Recently when flood was at its 
|clest here, June bookings of Leigh- 
jton Noble, Henry 
Frankie Carle bands were can- 
celled and booking agencies in 
Hollywcod told to prepare to cail 
off all dates through summer. It 
was feared ballroom would be so 
badly battered by Columbia River 
torrents it could not get into op- 
eration again until next year. 

Booked for July, among others, 
are Charlie Barnet and Les Brown 
bands, one week each, with Harry 
James pencilled in. 


Decca May Revive 
Brunswick Label 


Decca Records is considering re- 
viving the old Brunswick label now 
|that it has completely sidetracked 
| the plans the company did have for 
| taking over the Majestic label. 
—— has been marketing Bruns- 
wick issues steadily virtually ever 
since it purchased the rights to it 
along with a stock of masters, but 
never to any appreciable extent 
and always using old jazz material. 
In the event new life is put into 
the label, Decca says it will carry 
some new tunes. 


If and when its ideas regarding 
Brunswick go through, it’s very 
probable that the disks will be 
marketed through independent dis- 
| tributors instead of the owned and 
operated branches which handle 
jthe regular Decca label. And they’ll 
lsell, it’s said, at the same 75c. 
| Decca negotiated for Majestic 
| for Weeks before giving up. One of 
|the reasons the deal fell fiat is the 
‘numerous delays caused by Majes- 
|tic attorneys. Plus which, the sales 
slump took a sharper dive during 
the purchase conversations. Decca 
came to the conclusion that this 
would be the wrong time to invest 
in anything. although there’s no 
gainsaying that it would like to 
acquire masters made before the 
ban by Eddy Howard and Rose 
Murphy, Majestic’s two prize 
artists. 











Busse and} 


Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Seller 
“Nature Boy” 


Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Nature Boy” 


“Most Requested” Disk 
“Nature Boy” 


Seller on Coin Macp'nes 
“Woody Woodpecker” 
British Best Seller 
“Galway Bay” 


ASCAP’s Renewal 
Radio Talks Due 


As soon as Herman Finkelstein, 
| Tesident counsel of the American 
‘Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, returns from Brussels, 
where he is attending the annual 
meeting of Berne Convention per- 
| formance societies, ASCAP intends 
cleaning up the new radio contract 
situation. Renewal of ASCAP’s 
current nine-year deal with radio 
has been hanging for weeks on the 
| threads of a few unsettled issues, 
;and upon Finkelstein’s return the 
| Society’s reigning faction and 
|members of its radio committee 
| hope to meet with the broadcasters’ 
| negotiating committee and set the 
| Stage for the signing of the re- 
i newal. 


{ r 
| Once the radio item is out of the 














way, ASCAP will set about erasing 
the television-scale problem from 
its agenda. This, too, has been 
hanging for some time and ASCAP 
heads are anxious to get it out of 
the way. Nothing can be done re- 


basic AM and FM radio contract 
is disposed of. 
vision has had the use of ASCAP 
music on a token agreement in- 
volving $1 a year. 


Ballroom Spices Terp | 
Lure With Fashion, Am 
Shows to Hypo B.0. 


Akron, O., June 22. 
Something new has been added 
—a weekly “bonus for dancers”— 
at the Summit Beach amusement 
park ballroom. Last Thursday (17) 
in addition to dancing to Ross Hal- 
amay’s orchestra, the program in- 


cluded a 15-minute fashion show, 
with beach wear and evening gar- 
ments displayed by models, plus a 
search-for-talent contest. 

Four amateurs are given a 
chance to perform with the final 
winner to be given a chance for 
a professional career. Dale Haines, 








park publicity director, holds au- 
ditions at the park each Sunday 
afternoon. 


garding video, however, until the | P® 





Pub. Contact Golf Tourney 
Is Set for Aug. 18 or 19 


New York faction of the Music 
Publishers Contact Employees has 
marked Aug. 18 or 19 as the date 
of its annual golf tournament. Af- 
fair is to be held again this year 
at Bethpage State Park, Long 
Island, on the Red and Blue 
courses, and it’s to be a one-day 
tourney, as last year. Previously, 





| the contest was a match play affair 
that took weeks to finish. Idea of 
designating either Aug. 18 or 19 is 
to make allowance for rain the first 
day. 

MPCE is already seeking the 
usual bandieader and publisher 
contributions for prizes in the vari- 
ous ciass categories. Bob Miller, 
prez, is handling. 


Peggy Lee Nixes 
British Backings 


Hollywood, June 22. 
Capitol Records has started hav- 
ing new tunes disked by English 
orchestras, along with other major 
waxeries, but Peggy Lee, firm’s 


top-selling warbler, has refused to 
lend her voice for dubbing pur- 


Ses. 
It is understood that Miss Lee 





Meanwhile, tele- 4 did not refuse to be a party to 


stunt to circumvent James C. Pe- 
trillo’s recording ban wholly be- 
cause she morally backs it, but 
largely because she prefers having 
her husband, Daye Barbour, lead 
any combo which accompanies her 
on shellac. 

Other top disk names also are 
nixing adding their voices to wax 
made abroad. Frankie Laine, best- 
selling Mercury Records’ contrac- 
tee, has turned down stunt, stating 
he will not record unless his long- 
time pianist, Carl Fisher, works 
with him and, of course, the 88er 
cannot, being an AFM member. 

It is reported that Bing Crosby 
has told Decca he will not super- 
impose on English shellac. Crosby 
also has refused to make disks a 
capella, to skirt the Petrillo im- 
posed ban. 

Capitoi’s recording chief, Jim 
Conkling, still is in London hav- 
ing new U. S. hit tunes etched 
there by top bands and shipped 
here, for vocals to be woven in. 
M-G-M, RCA-Victor and Colum- 
bia, among other smaller labels, 
have started regularly using the 
Oia aa route to beat the 

an. . 








_ ARIETY  |() Best Sellers on Com- 


PUT ’EM IN BOX (Remick).... 


eeeeceseeevreoceeeoesre ese ee Seosese genes 


AMG WE (BEMDOE) .. 0000000 00sccscsscsccccccectececs wee 
ST’S MAGIC (Witmark) .......0.-sscccccecscceecceevecnsseoens 
HAUNTED HEART (Williamson) ...........000++006 Soe ere 
BLUEBIRD OF HAPPINESS (Remick) ........----+--- ee 
YOU CALL EVERYBODY DARLIN’ (Mayfair) ........-. ene 


BLUE SHADOWS (Santly-Joy) 
FOR EVERY MAN A WOMAN 


DICKEY BIRD SONG (Robbins) 


eecobessedBsvetoss OC enerere ren eee 


(Melrose) ....-+--eeeees eebeened 


cay eae ace 


MAYBE YOU'LL BE THERE (BVOC) .....------+seerrrrrrereee . 


HEARTBREAKER (Leeds)...... 


TELL ME A STORY (Laurel) .. 


seene eeeoseeeoeseeseees ened 


Fi osciano ss agen 
hell 


SERENADE (Leeds) ....-----:+++** covcceedocececocseeeeeces * 


I HATE TO LOSE YOU (Leeds) 


eeoeeceseoeeseeee ee 
seeene 





Ferko String Band........ 


“sac Week of June 19 


9444444444444 444 
1. WOODY WOODPECKER (4) (Leeds) ..... 1... cece cc eeees i 8 Ses Columbia 
2. YOU CAN’T BE TRUE DEAR (11) (Biltmeore)..............-. Griffin-Wayne ............. Rondo 
3. NATURE BOY (10) (Burke-VH) ..............-.0eeeecees occ iiee Cites. tc. es Capitol 
4. MY HAPPINESS (6) (Blasco) .......... 66. eeeeeceereee ---. Jon & Sandra Steele.....Damon 
: Dick Haymes .......000:- Decca 
5. LITTLE WHITE BIES (15) (BVC)............00e0ee0e we eth ee Bows 
6. WM. TELL OVERTURE (3) (P. D.).............-ceccescecee Spike Jones ........04.. Victor 
Andrews Sisters......... Decca 
7. TOOLIE OOLIE DOOLIE (9) (Chas. K. Harris). ....s0ee++0+. 1 Yen Horton........ Continental 
8 CUCKOO WALTZ (1) (Chas. Hamsen) ..........-eeeeeeees «» Ken Griffin...... eteneest Rondo 
9. LOVE SOMEBODY (1) (Kramer-W.) ........-6 0-0 eeeeeees . D. Day-B. Clark .... .. Columbia 
10. BECAUSE (7) (Chappell) ......0. 00 cece ces eeer ree eneeeees Perry Como..........+.: Victor 


9 eee Capitol 
eg ee re ee ...Vietor 


BY GR bids ineasoan M-G-M 


Bing Crosby 
Tony Martin.............Victor 


Freddy Martin........... 
Legis CBOE. cdeessies Decca 


Se -GPe n bs 6 co s-5 Columbia 
Andrews Sisters ........ Decca 


beef 
OE eee .....-Capitol 
GE ZHOO ; SE iaieh bs Universal 
Dito Tigymes. oo os cecesss Decca 
oe a ee ere Columbia 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) - 








,’ 
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Long-Playing Disks Prove Point At 
Unveiling; Extra Costs a Problem 


Columbia Records introduced its 
new LP (leng-playing) Micro- 
groove records Friday (18) at the 
Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., at an 
early afternoon cocktail party to 
which more than 100 newspaper 
and industry men had been in- 
vited. Originally, the company had 
intended withholding all mentien 
of the new disk until its second- 
annual dealers and distributors 
convent.on at Atlantic City, which 
ended yesterday (Tues.), but pre- 
mature news of the recordings 
took a major amount of the edge 
off the ~nveiling. 

Edward Wallerstein, chairman of 
Columbia’s directors beard, han- 
died the explanation and demon- 
stration of the disk's possibilities, 
as one of a number of speakers. 
Others: included CRC prez Frank 
White; CBS head Frank Stanton, 
and James H. Carmine, Philco vee- 
pee. But none of the cenversation 
they thought up bespoke half as 
much as two stacks of recordings, 
spotlighted at one side of the 
speakers platform, looked at from 
one of the two angles CRC is em- 
phasizing — storage space. These 
stacks consisted of a 15-inch pyra- 
mid of 10 and 12-inch Microgroove 
disks, which carried the identical 
music contained in a stack of 10 
and 12-inch four and five-record 
conventional albums towering al- 
most eight feet, alengside. The 
comparison was conversation 
aplenty. 

Wallerstein domonstrated the 
fidelity of the disks, first on high- 
fidelity equipment, then on the 
special turntable Phileo has built 
to be sold at $29.95, to enable the 
disks to be played ‘ordinary 78 
RPM recgrd-players cannot repro- 
duce them sinee they spin at 3314 
RPM’s and also on a large Philco 
console. There’s no question but 
that the disks were of fine quality; 
they were vinylite. 

Special 


That Micogroove sides cannot be 
reproduced on anything but spe- 
cial equipment, hewever, may be a 
drawback, particularly in view 
of current economic conditions. 
Whether record buyers will want 


(Continued on page 41) 


Col. Records’ Stress 
On Development of Its 

Own Tunes Paying Off 
Columbia Records’ decision re- 
cently to concentrate on develop- 
ing hits of its own, rather than be 
forced to appropriate those devel- 
oped by indie seems 
to be paying off. n getting its 
back up against playing follow-the- 
lead of indie diskers, Columbia 
staked out five songs which it was 


certain that no other major er 
minor recording company had re- 





fcorded prier to the AFM ban, 


to its distributers, and some not. 
But exploitation was designed to 
highlight them. 

Of the five tunes cited three 
are well on their way toward hit- 
dom. Latest is Kay Kyser’s “Woody 
the Woodpecker.” Released iess 
than two weeks ago, the tune 
promises to surpass “Nature Boy” 
in coinmachines. A novelty, it is 


“Sunrise 

Rhapsody,” and Arthur Gedfrey’s 
“You're Over the Hill.” All except 
Cari e’s disk are backed by tunes 
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Inside Orchestras—Music 


American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers recently 
resolved any possible disagreements or jealousies among its four de- 
partment heads by reducing the salary of Dick Murray from $35,000 
annually, to $25,000. Murray moved over from Paramount Pictures, 
where he was head of that organization's music firms, three years ago 
next Jan. 1, on a three-year contract calling for the $35,000 yearly. 

This was done to provide an assistant to the late John G. Paine, one 
ready to step into his shoes in the event Paine went. After Paine’s 
death, his duties were split among Murray, Herman Finklestein, Her- 
man Greenberg, and George Hoffman. Since this is the way it worked 
out, and none of the other three are getting more than $25,000 annually, 
Murray willingly agreed to the reduction to avoid dispute. 








Charlie Barnet’s present situation with Apollo has nothing to do with | 
the payment of royalties due him. Under his deal with Apollo the lat- | 
ter was required, by May 1, to pay him a guarantee of $25,000 on 13 | 
masters and if the label failed to do so the bandman could elect to | 
assign the masters elsewhere. Apollo has been notified by Barnet’s 
lawyer that the company has, because of failure to live up to the spe- 
cific financial terms of the contract, forfeited its rights to the masters. 
So far there has been no transfer of the masters from Apollo. Mean- 
while the label is supposed not to press any more Barnet platters, that 
is, none beyond the 30,000 copies it had on ‘hand when it got the notice 
of forfeit. 





Al Gallico’s New Spot 


Al Gallico has been named gen- 


Spike Jones’ Auxiliary | 
Biz (Souvenirs, Etc.) 


| eral manager of the Leeds and 
| Duchess Music companies, under 
Big Payoff on Road Lou Levy, head of the firms. 


Hollywood, June 22. | He'll headquarter in New York. 


Leeds is affiliated with the 

Spike Jones doesn’t miss a coin : 
: | American Society of Composers, 
angle when he hits the road with Authors and Publishers, while 


his “Musical Depreciation” revue. 
Today, a majority of bands sell on | 
one-nighters and other dates vari- | 
ous types of books written around | 
the history of the combo involved, 
but not always are they dispensed 
by the bandleader himself; estab- 
lished companies do the job, pay- 
ing the maestro a royalty. Jones 
does this himself, however, and 
adds a few sales gimmicks of his 


| Duchess is tied with BMI. 


Glen Island, N. Y., In 


Name Vocalist Stance 





Glen Island Casino, New Ro- 
for 


| partners 


As Biz Hypo; Sign Damone 


own. 

Jones recently completed a 11- 
month tour with his combo, play- 
ing to 908,000 people. But, in ad- 
dition to those admissions, he got 
rid of 120,000 souvenir programs, 
approximately 10,000 Sax-O-Funs 
and some 300 cases of Spike Jones 
bubble-gum. Those items turn up 
plenty of additional revenue. 

Jones finishes a two-week run 
tomorrow (Wednesday) at the 
Flamingo, Las Vegas, then comes 


chelle, N. Y., years a name 
band seasonal spot, credited with 
launching Glenn Miller and Larry 
Clinton’s prewar bands into top 
money, is following the drift to- 
ward buying name _ voéalists to 


signea to work the dancery for 
four weeks, opening July 21, 
backed by a non-name combination 
of 10 pieces, at scale, which hasn’t 
yet been secured. 

Idea of using Damone is Glen 
Island’s first deviation from the 


bolster biz. Vic Damone has been | 


GI Effect Wearing Off 





back here for his final Coca-Cola 
broadcast until he resumes Oct. 1 
for the same sponsor. He intends 
going to Hawaii on his honeymoon 
(he ‘marries Helen Greco July 18). 


name. orchestra routine, started 
last year by Frank Dailey, when 
he bought Perry Como for his 
Meadowbrook, and continued this 
summer by the Cocoanut Grove, 
Hollywood, who bought Frankie 
Laine, et al. Damone will follow 
Buddy Moreno’s orchestra, which 
was signed to succeed the current 
Gene Krupa only late last week. 
He opens tomorrow night (Thurs- 
day) for four stanzas. 

Its no secret that Glen Island 
hasn’t been doing too well since 
resuming operation last month un- 
der Michael DeZutter, who had 
disposed of his lease on the spot 
last season to maestro Shep Fields 
and then bought it back in the fall. 
Fact that Moreno wasn’t signed 
until approximately a week before 
his opening attests to the Casind’s 
attempts to get talent as cheaply 
as possible, which isn’t easy cur- 











TELL ME 
A STORY 


LAUREL MUSIC CO. 

















Mills Gets U.S. Rights To 


‘Suzy,’ Italian Waltz Hit 


Mills Music has closed a deal | 
with Edizioni Musicali Cora, Milan, 
Italy, for the U. S. publication 
rights to the current Italian waltz 
hit, “Suzy.” Tune is by Filibello 
and Klemont. 

In Britain “Suzy” 
lished by the Athenaeum 
|Co., Ltd., and a drive on the num- 
lber there will coincide with release 
lof the song here. 


Campbell, Porgie 


is being pub- 





Splitup Imminent 


Nicky 
in the Campbell-Porgie 
publishing firm, in all probability 
will end their partnership within 
the next few weeks. Two have 
had a disagreement of an undis- 
closed nature and, unless the split 
is patched up, will fold the firm 
they established.in 1940 via a 
financial arrangement with Broad- 
cast Music. 

Musje business originally sus- 
pected a split between Campbell 
and Porgie last month, 
former hired a contact man to take 
his place in Hollywood and re- 
turned to New York. Porgie at 
that time denied any dispute with 
his partner and still says it d 
not occur until after Campbell got 
back to N. Y. 

At any rate, if the two do split. 
BMI says it does not know whether 
both or either 
tablish a publishing business. It 
has had no overtures from either 
man for financial backing for in- 
dividually operated firms. BMI 
has simply been advised that 
there’s a disagreement between 
the two and a breakup of the firm 
is imminent. 





In England, Sez Loss 


Boston, June 22. 

Fred Cole, WHDH disk jockey, 
pulled a new style of guest inter- 
lude last week when he inter- 
viewed Joe Loss, British band- 
leader, via trans-Atlantic phone 
from London. Bit was fitted into 
Cole’s “Carnival of Music” show 
and in all probability was the first 
such stunt ever pulled. 

Loss told Cole that the effect of 
the American GI on British musi- 
cal tastes, which at one time had 
the British music public jazz and 
swing conscious, has just about 
worn off and styles are back on the 
subdued and strictly sweet side. 
Loss also pointed out to Cole that 
disk jockeys and jukeboxes are an 
unknown quantity in England. 





Murray Nash, Mercury Records 
hillbilly head, signed Benny Hess, 
Texas cowboy crooner, to the label. 
Hess cut 12 sides on his own be- 
fore the ban. Mercury bought 





1619 Broadway 


rently. 


them. 


Music | 





Campbell and Al Porgie, | 


when the | 


will s@parately es- | 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 








Covers 
_Piayed Week ones 

Band Hotel ay 
Xavier ae Waldorf (400; $2) ......... . 38 3,575 8,800 
Elliott Lawrence... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1. 50). 4 1,700 10,925 
Ray Eberle*....... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50). 7 1,475 9,450 
Johnny vonsenete Lexington (300; $1-$1.50) ......84 960 75,825 
Lawrence Welk ... Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50) ..... 14 1,550 20,850 
Carmen Cavallaro... Astor (700; $1-$1.50) ....... re ee 19,700 

* New Yorker, ice show. 

Chicago 

Chuck Foster (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 650; $3.50 Min.-$1 cover). 
Musie conventioneers flocked here. Boff 5,500. 

Jazz at Philharmonic (College Inn, Sherman; 650; $3.50 min.). Poor 
1,650. 

Ray Morten (Mayfair Room, Blackstone; 300; $3.00 min.-$2 cover). 


Kay Thompson opened (18). Socko 5,000. 
George Olsen (Beachwalk, Edgewater Beach); $1.50-$2.50 min.-$l1 

| coy er). Rain cut down outdoor spot attendance, but still good 5,000. 
Eddie Oliver (Empire Room, Palmer House; 550; $3.50-$1 cover). 

Home of the National Assn. of Music Merchants, who swelled gross to 


4,900. 





Los Angeles 
Miguelito Valdes (Ambassador; 900; $1.50-$2). Strong 2,600 tabs. 
Jan Garber (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Heavy 2,800 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 
Gay Claridge (Blackhawk; 500; $2.50 min.). 
neat 3,000. 
Marty Gould (Chez Paree; 500; $3.50 min.), 
convention fodder; sock 6,000. 
Slipped off to 11,000. 


Henry King (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 
George Winslow (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Local lad faring well with 
14,000. 





Doing better each week; 


Joe E. Lewis typical 





(Los Angeles) 
Les Brown (Palladium B, Hollywood, 3rd wk.). Good 9,300 callers. 
Charlie Barnet (Casino Gardens B., Santa Monica, 3rd wk.). Weak 790 
takers. 





Music Notes 

Howard Hughes signed David 
Raksin to cleff score for “Vendetta” 
... Serge Walter’s tunes, “Beloved,” 
“Lucky Star” and “Wake Up, It’s 
Love,” will be sung by Patricia 
Morison in Film Classics’ “Sofia” 
.. Nellie Lutcher set for fortnight 
at Melodee Club here, starting July 
20; Page Cavanaugh Trio opens 





spot July 5...Bob Wills looking for 
Hollywood site for western-ball- | 
room to add to chain he’s trying to | 


Randall Heads NAMM 


Chicago, June 22. 

Hugh Randall was elected presi- 
dent of the National Assn. of Mu- 
sic Merchants and Manufacturers 
at the annual convention last week. 
Ray Erlandson, San Antonio, was 
chosen v.p. and Russell Wells of 
Denver, secretary. E. D. Turner, 
San Francisco, was reelected 
treasurer. 


Convention shifts for the first 





build up throughout state. Oatune-| time since the war from Chicago to 
crew leader last week bought Ara-| New York next year. 
gon, Sacramento. . . Elsa Lanchaster | 
signed to etch “Shakespeare for | 
Children” album for Young Peo- | 
ples Records...Aaron Gonzales. 
has cleffed a tune for Roy Rogers’ 
“Grand Canyon Trail” at Republic 
and another for Ilona Massey's 
“The Plunderers” at same studio 
..Lennie Hayton to write score 
for Metro’s “The Bribe”’.. .Jim 
Hawthorne, Pasadena disk jockey, 
optioned by Chesterfield for a half 
hour network record airer. Smoke 
outfit plans slotting him in night- 
time schedule...Andre Previn set 
as musical director on M-G-M’s 
“Sun in the Morning.” 


Leith Stevens set to cleff score 
for “Countess of Monte Cristo’”’ at 
UI... Fortunio Bonanova will fly to 
Mexico to make a Spanish waxing 
of “Nature Boy” for the Plaza la- 
bel after he winds his current film 
chore in “Last of the Bad Men”. 
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In BBC-BMU Tiff 


London, June 22. 

The greatest crisis in British 
proadcasting will begin July 31. 
The British Musician’s Union, and 
pandleaders who have called a gen- 
eral radio strike beginning on this 
date, are unwilling to compromise 
on increased pay demands. There’s 
no indication of either giving way, 
so it’s going to be a fight to the 
finish. 

Only bands that will be left on | 
the air will be staff and contract | 
orchestras of Broadcasting House, 
put there is little doubt that if 
BBC maintains its stand, the BMU 
is likely to call these remaining | 
men to join the strike. If that hap- | 
pens the BBC could be forced off | 
the air. 

BBC is preparing to fight the 
strike with, relays from foreign 
countries, and by merging a num- 
ber of transmissions. The Mu- 
sicians answer to the foreign 
broadcast threat is the sending of 
three delegates to the Internation- 
al Congress of Musicians’ Unions, 
opening in Zurich, Switzerland, 
Aug. 1. Van Phillips, Hardie Rat- 
cliffe, and Harold Stone will be 
the BMU representatives. 


Developments in the situation | 
during the past few days stem from 
two meetings in London. London 
branch of the BMU met and was 
addressed by Ratcliffe, assistant 
general secretary of the union. A 
resolution was passed affirming 
the branch’s complete confidence 
in the Executive Committee and 
its determination to fight BBC to 
the utmost for the union demands. 


Dance Directors’ Assn. (maes- 
tro org.) also met and made it 
clear that they were fully behind 
the MU in the dispute. A letter 
has been sent to all members ex- 
plaining the union’s instructions, 
and advising them on the precau- 
tions they should take to avoid 
making commitments that would 
interfere with the union’s plans. 


Upbeat 
New York 


Louis Armstrong’s small combo 
held over another week at Club 
Bali, Washington; grossed $6,000 in 
first three days of first week and 
surpassed his guarantee . New 
contracts agreed upon between 
Songwriters Protective Assn. and 
Music Publishers Protective Assn. 
went out to publishers last week 
for their use...Louis Jordan’s 
“Run, Joe, Run” record (Decca) 
creating a stir...Broadcast Music 
won a suit against the Seelbach 
hotel, Louisville, for infringing on 
its songs...Guy Lombardo adding 
a 10 square-foot dorsal fin to 
“Tempo VI” speedboat to increase 
stability ip tries for~- Gar Wood's 

S. speed mark... Ray Eberle 














held over at New Yorker hotel): 


through July 28. 


Hollywood 


Earle Spencer band has broken 
up after rocky going in the mid- 
west. Ex members are drifting 
back here . . . Jimmy Zito’s crew 
laying off in San Diego... Ike 
Carpenter’s band added trumpet- 
ers Ralph Clark and Ray Blagof, 
Saxmen Mat Utal and Bill Holman 
... Ziggy Elman’s new orchestra, 
now being formed here, inked for 
five stanzas at Palladium, starting 
Aug. 10. Bob Allen, one-time vocal- 
ist with Tommy Dorsey, will be 
band’s vocalist . . . Eddy Howard 
set for three weeks at Elitch’s 
Gardens, Denver, teeing June 25 
-. . Leighton Noble orchestra into 
Claremont Hotel, San Francisco, 
July 13. Followed Oct. 19 by Dick 
Jurgens . . . Dizzy Gillespie set for 
one-niter stretch by Federal Art- 
ists through Willard Alexander 
office. Coast tour tees off in Oak- 
land July 15, prior to opening July 
20 at Million Dollar theatre here 
-.. Marjorie Lee, formerly with 
Joe Reichman band, will handle 
Vocals with Leonard Sues crew 
during Angel Room stint in Santa 
Barbara. 








Chicago 
Billy Bishop band returning to 
ismark’s Walnut Room for five 
weeks, Aug. 10. . . After wind-up 


July 15, Chuck Foster crew one- 
nites to Springfield, Ill., for July 30 
date at Lake Club... Hal Derwin 
orchestra and Dirining Sisters to 
Carnival, Minneapolis, Aug. 19. . . 

rry Clinton opens two-weeks at 
Showboat, Milwaukee, Aug. 4; Cab 
Calloway into same spot late Aug.’ 





company, signed with RCA weeks | Sree Morris 

ago). Plans are being made for Civilization .......... Morris 

Evans to sing duet of western bal-| Near You...........B. Wood 

lads with hubby Roy Rogers. Serenade of Bells..... Morris 

Artie Wayne has been set by My Achin’ Heart... .Connelly 

Capitol waxery. Cap has taken 20} Dream of Olwen...... Wright 

masters Wayne made for Huckster 

label, headed by Beekman and Second 12 

himself, and added them to their Reflections on Water. ...Unit 

files. “‘Tony’s Place” will be the After All . .Cinephonic 

| first of his material to be released Laroo Lilli Bolero...... Dash 

by firm. Silver Wedding Waltz... . Unit 

Tree in Meadow....Connelly 

i ae . Kassner 

CUGAT SETS RECORD Wintertime........ Cinephonic 

PORMPOTING. «6. hic as P. Maurice 

AT ST ARLIGHT ROOF N y eee Chappell 

9 Sveoee Who’s Kissing...... Feldman 

Xavier Cugat’s orchestra topped Wishing Waltz...... Noel Gay 

a business record set by Guy Lom-| Laughing Samba...... Wright 


|the first full week and went over |dise and Casino Moderne ball- 


Dale Evans Leaves 


: Best British Sheet Sellers 
Majestic for Capitol 


(Week ending June 17) 
London, June 18. 


Hollywood, June 22. Galway Bay....... Box & Cox 

Dale Evans, formerly with ve Earrings...... Victoria 
Majestic Records, has signed CPOSR .... ese eesoues Leeds 
with RCA-Victor. (Rose Murphy, Heartbreaker... ........ Leeds 


Time May Change. ..Connelly 


owed $15,000 in royalties by the Four Leaf Clover..F. D. & H. 











bardo in 1934 at the Waldorf-As- 
toria’s Starlight Roof, N. Y., dur- 
ing the first week of his current 
run there. And he improved upon 
it in his second week. 


BMI Ropes Loop 


Chicago, June 22. 
Broadcast Music, Inc., licensing 
division last week pacted the Rio 
Cugat, who’s drawing a $5,000|Cabana. Club was the only Loop 
weekly guarantee, plus a percent- | nitery without a BMI contract. 
age of covers, worked to 3,400 tabs | Also tied last week were the Para- 





$1,100 into percentage. Second | rooms, Mangam’s Chateau, and the 
week he played to almost 3.600 
covers, increasing his and the | 
hotel’s take. 





Riptide. : 
Larry Conte, is touring resort | 
areas in Wisconsin and Michigan. 


Feinberg Nixes Talk Of 
Dark Horse Prez Entry 


Willie Feinberg, reported two 
weeks ago as a possible dark horse 
entry in the forthcoming battle for 
presidency of New York local 802 
of the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians, won’t run. Feinberg, for- 
mer secretary of the union, asserts 
he wouldn’t go back to 802 if he 
was assured of a 99% vote in his 
favor. 

Feinberg resigned as a Blue tick- 
et member (reigning party) during 
the late Jack Rosenberg’s regime, 
about two years ago. 





ASCAP’s Tentative 
Plan on TV Rights 


Television committee of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers resumed 
meetings last week with an eye 
toward ultimately devising meth- 
ods of determining video rights 
that ASTAP will control and es- 
tablishing performance rates. Most 
potent question facing the commit- 
tee of publishers and writers is 
still the dividing line between 
small rights and dramatic, or 





VITACOUSTIC CREDITORS) standing show tunce ‘ih Standara 


COMMITTEE APPOINTED 


Chicago, June 22. 

Vitacoustic Records’ creditors 
committee was appointed by the 
Chi federal district court last week. 
Group consists of A. B. Clapper, 
Universal Records; Egmont Son- 
derling; Master Recording; and 
Robert Ravert, Ravert-Weber Print- 
ing Company. Committee examined 
the books of the diskery, which is 
operating under chapter 11 of the 
Chandler Act, and will huddle with 
Loyd Garrett and Jack Buckley, 
prexy and v.p. of Vita over forma- 
tion of a plan for paying off credi- 


‘tors. 


Vita is also selling album hold- 
ers and record needles, in addition 
to disks. 
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KING COLE (Capitol) 
oo ae.” eee oe . ." fs ote . se 
K. GRIFFIN-J. WAYNE (Rondo) 
2 3 “You Can’t Be True, Dear’...... ee Se i eee ee Lee feet ee cee eee 
KAY KYSER (Columbia) 
3 4 “Woody Woodpecker Song”...... eee ee , ey Were See ee Coe a re Be 
DICK HAYMES (Decca) 
4 2 “Little White Lies”............. . is 2 4. 8-4 22 Se 2 eee 
JON-SONDRA STEELE (Damon) ‘ 
5 6 “My Happiness”..............-- ae SS o .. an eee: 46 
ANDREWS SISTERS (Decca) 
5 5 “Toolie Oolie Doolie”........... 10 5 5 5 7 6 97° 2 41 
SPIKE JONES (Victor) 
6 9 “William Tell Overture”........- 2 3 3 25 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) : : 
7A 10 “Maybe You'll Be There”. ....... os 2 
FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) 
7B 8 “Dickey-Bird Song”......--..--- 9 9 10 b oS 8% 21 
D. DAY-B. CLARK (Columbia) ‘ : cae 
&¢ .2: “eave Somebody”. attest ails ad tah Sas 
ART MOONEY (M-G-™) 
9 7 “Baby Face”..... ncn aa ak aula Cette. a FE. 8 8 15 
PERRY COMO (Victor) ‘ mepae? 
10 9 “Because” wees casoereres se esess 
LARRY CLINTON (Decca) . , i 
11A .. “Dickey-Bird Song”. ........---- ‘ 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
11B 13 “Haunted Heart”............---- +--+: 6 10 9 10 9 
PEEWEE HUNT (Capitol . ‘. é 
11C 16 “12th St. Rag”.......-.--- Seer 
FRANKIE CARLE (Columbia) _ “ : 
12 .. “Lareo Lilli Bolero”....... coere TOTS eT Seer er en, cre 
FRANK SINATRA (Columbia) a 
+ ee “All of Me”.....- a ae ere i 
ELLA FITZGERALD (Decca) . eo 
a |... Se Happiness”... site Aitacebiladalal 
STAN KENTON (Capitol) 4 
aa “Peanut Vendor” eT tere 
TEX BENEKE (Victor) : 
14 .. “St. Louis Blues March”... ..---- 9 7 ‘ 
KING COLE TRIO (Capitol) , ae . 
15A .. “Put ’Emina! Box”... pigs he,/sets 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) ee ‘ 
isp .. “Conlom™ .....----- 5-0 - 
ses ELLA FITZGEKALD (Decca) ai : 
15sC .. “How High the Moon’ --------- oo aes 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) of ae P . 
15D .. “Tell Me a Story’ ces as ss Senses = : 
EDDIE HOWAKD (Majestic) ‘ 
I5E .. “Put ’Em in m MOR... ..-sesessss : - : 
2 3 
1 
FIVE TOP procressive | INSIDE USA. | EMPEROR WALTZ | HIGH BUTTON | MasTERPIECES 
JALZ Bea Lillie-J. Holey| Bing Crosby ota tae Glenn Miller 
ALBUMS ene Victor Decca Victor Victor 














writers such as Oscar Hammer- 
| Stein-Richard Rodgers. 

Nothing has been settled, but a 
'tentative plan is based upon this 
|thought: that if only one tune from 
a show or film score is used on 
tele, with costumes, but without 
background suggesting the scene 
used in the originating show or 
film, then the use would be a small 
right covered by a blanket ASCAP 
performing license. However, in 
the event the original show or film 
background is introduced, or more 
than one tune from a score is 
used, the performance immediate- 
ly becomes a grand right and as 
such must be negotiated for with 
the publisher owning the copy- 
rights, at extra charge. That's only 
tentative, it’s emphasized, but may 
be the basic plan. 

Tele committee expects to call 
frequent meetings during forth- 
coming weeks so as to be ready 
to approach tele interests with 
something concrete when the time 
for contract talk arrives. This 
will not occur, however, until 
ASCAP'’s talks with radio over re- 
newal of that contract are com- 
pleted (see separate story). 


GAS ABSORBS MUS-ART 
BANDS, PERSONNEL 


Mus-Art Agency and General 
Artists Corp. hd@ve concluded their 
discussions by which GAC will 
take over the younger outfit, set up 
last year by four ex-Music Corp. 
of Amefica executives. The ar- 
rangement calls for the quartet to 
be absorbed by GAC, each remain- 
ing in the city he was stationed 
while Mus-Art was in existence. 

For example, Lyle Thayer will 
move from M-A’s Coast quarters 
into the GAC branch there; Russ 
Facchine and Howard Christensen 
will shift into GAC’s Chi quarters 
and Jack Whittemore hops to 
GAC’s headquarters in N. Y. How 
the arrangement affects employees 
of M-A, such as Al Gazeley, who 
joined M-A. from MCA’s N. Y. of- 
fice last year, is as yet undecided. 
There are other ex-MCA men in 
the other M-A offices, too. 

It’s stated that the financial end 
of the deal between them hasn't as 
yet been completely worked out. 
Nevertheless the transfer of M-A’s 
properties and men is agreed upon. 
For GAC to take on the M-A per- 
sonnel considerabiy strengthens 
that agency since the three of the 
quartet involved were among 
MCA’s foremost salesmen and ex- 
ecutives (Christensen was a per- 
sonal manager before, but has con- 
siderable strength in the midwest. 

Besides the personnel angle, 
GAC’s main interest in M-A was 
the numerous territorial bands the 
latter handled in the midwest, 
which, working constantly are a 
sizeable source of income. M-A’s 
first year of operation, incidentally, 
turned up approximately $100,000 
in reyenue from commissions, 


Dobkins Vice Erickson 
As Majestic Sales Head 


Chicago, June 22. 
Floyd Dobkins, former Eastern 
/sales manager, was hiked to v.p. 
‘in charge of sales for Majestic 
| Records. He replaces Parker Erick- 
‘son, who became v.p. at Bendix 
‘Home Appliances. 

Eugene Tracey, prexy of Majestic 
Radio & Television, said that Earl 
, Muntz, in tele on the Coast, had 
,opened discussions for the pur- 
| chase of the radio company for 
producing tele sets. It’s believed 
that if deal is consummated, it 
‘would be separate from any for 
|the record division. 
| Decca has been interested in 
| taking over the disk side. Company 
|is currently operating under the 
|Chandler Act, Section II, which is 
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Slapsy Maxie’s, L.A. 
Los Angeles, June 16. 
Lou Holtz, Isabelita, Jimmy & 
Mildred Mulcay, Bob Carroll, Dick 
Stabile Orch; minimum $4 Satur- 
days, $3.50 other nights. 


Few comics with the durability 
of Lou Holtz can stiil play jester 
to the fast crowd and make them 
like it. In all his career he never 
played to a tougher audience than 
that which welcomed him at Slap- 
sy Maxie’s. Sated and blase with 
run-of-the-mill performers and 
toughened to even the topnotchers, 
first nighters revelled in his rou- 
tines, dialect and otherwise, and 
must have convinced him that he’s 
still a headliner after 35 years or 
more in show biz. 

He’s the same Holtz that has 
played every class spot in the 
country, which means that he’s 
still plenty good at turning a quip 
or spinnin’ a tale about Sam 
Lapidus. Occasionally on the blue 
side, he pulls more laughs with 
his dialect or intimacies with the 
ringsiders. Room and its clientele 
is a natural for his talents and a 
buffeen who can double up Gracie 
Allen, Joan Davis, Betty Hutton, et 
al, with his mimicries won't have 
much trouble with the non-pro 
diners and sippers. 

When not at his trade o1 stand- 
up comic, Holtz is ringmaster of 
the floor show. Isabelita is billed 
as the “Latin-American Bombshell,” 
but she fails to explode more than 
a pleasant voice and a_ sultry 
giamour. The Mulcays are har- 
monica-wise in all shapes and sizes, 
and Bob Carroll barytones in the 
approved manner, with a style and 
voice range that invariably con- 
jures up comparisons with Tony 
Martin. Dick Stabile fronts the 
house band for dancing and pro- 
duction with an oceasional stint 
mikeside. .. Helm. 


Cafe Lounge. N. Y. 
(SAVOY PLAZA HOTEL) 
(FOLLOWUP) 

The Savoy Plaza’s Cafe Lounge 
seems to have hit a paying policy. 
Stress on danceable music by 
Irving Conn’s band and one strong 
turn to keep the customers quaf- 
fing has hit the jaekpot. 

New layout has the team of Cass 
Franklin and Monica Moore. These 
singers, for many years doing. sin- 


NICK LUCAS 


El Capitan Theatre 
Hollywood, Cal. 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER 
“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
Nos. 1 te 22 @ $1.00 each 


3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 in each book) $10 per book 
FREE COPY OF “HUMOR BTSI- 
NESS,” The Shew-Biz Gagazine with 

each $5.00 minimum order. 


Send i0c for lists of other comedy 
material, songs, minstrel 
patter, black-vuts, etc. 


NO C.0.D.'8 
PAULA SMITH 





200 W. 54th Street, New York 19 











Night Club Reviews 


gles, have recently combined and 
results, so far, have proved a smart 
move. Having geod voices in- 
dividually and a fine sense of har- 
mony, due provides an entertain- 
ing session. 

One of their strongest assets is 
slick song selections. They run 
the range from a Strauss waltz 
medley to current pops. Another 
plus item is their ability to infuse 


sonality into their numbers. 

There are. however, some 
stretches in which they take long 
solo turns. Inasmuch as_ the 
stronger part of their act is voice 
blending, they should capitalize on 
that medium. Tose. 





Cocoanut Greve. L. A. 
Los Angeles, June 15. 
Miguelito Valdes Orch (18), 
Roberto & Alicia, Rosette Shaw, 
Linda Lopez; cover, $2 Saturday, 
$1 other nights. 





There are few hotter Latin bands 
around than Miguelito Vaides and 
not many colder rooms to play in 
than this class grotto, otherwise The 
Grove. It was not enough that he 
opened cold with sparse publicity 
and little help from the manage- 
ment, the classy crowd that this 
room attracts are among the best 
hand-sitters extant and “challeng- 
ing” in their mood. They would 
rather dress and sit than join the 
fun, boisterous in their tippling 
and discourteous to the perform- 
ers. 

The bongo beat and maracca 
shake of this Cuban crew may be 
beneath their dignity but ocea- 
sionally they drag themselves out 
on the floor. Valdes is placed at a 
further disadvantage, the manage- 
ment decreeing that most of the 
tunes be on the pop side with a 
thin overplay of the rhythms that 
made the band one of the country’s 
best in its particular field. The 
rhumbas and sambas have a foot- 
itch that brings out the show-offs, 
but pop-wise it’s just another band 
without the agitating tempo. 

Topping the fleor show are 
Roberto and Alicia, who stomp, 
hoof and whirl with the best of 
them. Their gypsy-flamenco dances 
are colorful and fast, with - the 
team never relaxing the speedy 
movement of their savage routines. 
Rosette Shaw is a singer with more 
personality than voice, and Linda 
Lopez, pianist with the band, 
draws a solo spot with her fast- 
flying fingers. — Helm. 


Cafe Society Downtown, 
N.Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

Although Cafe Society Down- 
town has the Greenwich Village 
nitery field virtually to itself with 
the summer foklo of several 
nearby boites, operator Barney 
Josephson has wisely invested in 
a lure capable of enticing the more 

profitable uptown trade. 

Miidred Bailey, forerunner of 
the modern generation of jive sing- 
ers, is still one of the best in her 
genre. Her purring delivery, 
coupled with sly connotations and 
ability: to ride around a melody 
without destroying its basic lines, 
is an art that will pay off in this 
hospice. 

Business is aiready on the up- 
sweep here since Miss. Bailey 
started. The Cafe is a room ideally 
suited to her vocal dimensions and 
tunes, such as her by-now classic 
“Don’t Worry About Me” and the 
inevitable “Rockin’ Chair” which 
get heavy impact from the patron- 


2. 

Miss Biuiley, capable of rousing a 
hep crowd, similarly offers a high 
degree of entertainment for the 
uninitiated. 

The Dave Martin crew neatly 
plays the show. Jose. 


— Ee 
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comedy and a high degree of per-| 





Mayfair Reom, Chi 
(BLACKSTONE HOTEL) 
Chicago, June 18. 
Kay Thompson & Williams Bros. 
(4), Ray Morton Orch; $3.50 min- 
imum, $1 cover. 





Brief stopover of Kay Thomp- 
sun and the Williams Bros. at this 
room last January while enroute 
to New York left customers hun- 
gering for more. Judging by the 
crush on cpening night, it’s likely 
that this appearance also will go 
down as ar appetizer for future 
dates. : 

Material hasn’t lest any of its 
freshness in the five months since 
it was unfolded here. The edge 
remains unblunted and there’s no 
laxity creeping into delivery. Deft 


| ballad-ballet routines socked over 


via visual biz point the way to 
all song groups that look ahead 
to tele. 

Quintet opens with “Ho-La, It’s 
Jubilee Time,” which as a curtain- 
riser accents vocal precision rather 
than other qualities. Full impact 
of vocal-terp-histrionic blending 
emerges in “Carribean Cruise,” 
which drolly outlines the indiscre- 
tions of a vacationing housewife. 
“Broadway” has snapshots of op- 
era, ballet, burleycue and legit, 
with heaviest laughs drawn by the 
Williamses as candy butchers and 
Miss Thompson as a burley girly. 
Bit on veddy British play is choice 
satire. 

Group offs to salvos and returns 
with “Sweet William” in which 
the brothers register acute bore- 
dom while Miss Thompson reports 
their individual and _ collective 
adoration of her. ‘“Pauvre Suzette” 
details the degrees of affection en- 
joyed by swains in the life of an 
affectionate mam’selle. Reprise on 
fall by Williams brother as the 
“man she loved too much” gets 
top yock of the evening. Group 
exits to sustained applause. 

Ray Morton orch, augmented by 
three brass during the show, backs 
expertly throughout, cued by Kay 
Thompson’s pianist, Joe Marino. 
Maestro Morton’s vocal of “Be- 
cause” continues to score in the 
after-show sets. Bact. 


Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 
Eddie Davis, Rosita Moreno, 
Judith Blair, Albertas (2), Gee & 
Whiz, Harry Prime, Art Waner 
Orch; $3.50 mintmum. 





It’s during economic lulls when 
the- results of careful bonifacing 
and building of friendships begin 
to pay off. The out-of-town repeat 
trade that hits Leon & Eddie’s is 
now a strong bulwark that’s help- 
ing this spot to weather such 
trends. 

Eddie Davis’ minehosting is one 
factor that’s keeping the spot filled. 


The other is the entertainment he | 


shells oit. His songs and stories 
have been a potent lure for many 
years. He rarely does the same act 
twice and even when he does 
there’s enough interest in his ma- 
terial to keep the customers happy. 
This trip, Davis is showcasing a 
batch of new acts. Some have po- 
tentialities to hit the standard 
category, particularly emcee Harry 
Prime and the terp-twain of Gee 
and Whiz (both New Acts). Other 
New Acts, Rosita Moreno, Judith 
Blair and the Albertas still need 
considerable polishing to achieve 
their goal in vaude or niteries. 
Jose. 


Reyal Reest. N. Y. 
Dizzy Gillespie Orch (17); The- 
lonious Monk Orch (4); $1 mini- 
mum. 





_ This is the latest twist in hypo- 
ing nitery biz here. This pop- 
priced spot is now angling for the 
hepeat crowd by featuring the high 
llama of bebop, Dizzy Gillespie, in 
a straight recital of his version of 
jazz. 

A general admission price of 90e 
is set for the kids who just want 





| 


is astonishing and ear-splitting. 
But the Gillespie cultists, who are 
a numerous group,*don't seem to 
eare how loud the husic is as long 
as it’s bebop in the pure state. Ap- 
petite of the fans, however, is Just 
about whetted since maestro stays 
on the bandstand for less than 30 
minutes. ato 
Thelonious Monk combo is In 
the supporting role with a solid 
brand of rhythm music. Quartet 
composed of bass, drums, plano 
and xylophone, play intricate Jazz 
numbers with skillful instrumen- 


tation and plenty of drive. 
Herm. 


Normandie Roof, Mont’i 
Montreal, June 22. 
Georgia Price, Maurice & Maryea, 
Neil Golden Orch, Peter Barry’s 
Band with Joyce Hahn; cover $l 
weekdays, $1.50 Saturdays & holi- 
days. 





Continuing policy of name acts, 
this swank spot is currently head- 
lining Georgie Price, whe clicks 
solidly. His opener, of course, is 
“Bye Bye Blackbird,” which sets 
‘em in mood for his seck imper- 
sonations. The Eddie Cantor rou- 
tine stops the show and he’s equal- 
ly good on the Jessel and Harry 
Richman takeoffs. Winds up with 
song-and-dance impresh of George 
M. Cohan for additional plaudits. 
A solid hit. 

Maurice and Maryea_ contrib 
ballroom terps. Couple have plenty 
of polish and sufficient variety in 
routines to win happy returns. 

Neil Golden’s orch gets better 
each week and the Latin-American 
terpsers get the best from Peter 
Barry’s hep group. Newt. 


Clever Cluah. Miami 


Miami, June 18. 
Nancy Donovan, Jay Jayson, Ted 
& Phyllis Rodriguez, Reche-Car- 
lyle Dancers (6), Tony Lopez 
Orch. Minimum $1.50-82. 





It’s. a compact and pleasant 
show Jack Goldman is presenting 
in this year ‘round spot on the 
mainland. With not too much 
competish as yet. the package 
should lure nice biz. 

Nancy Donovan, who was fea- 
tured here before, returns in top- 
liner spot with her usual assort- 
ment of n’cely arranged pops. The 
tall, smartly coutouriered redhead, 
delivers in a straightforward man- 
ner that is a welcome departure 
from the manner of over-arranged 
femme singers. Tees off with “A 
Song in My Heart” for a neat 
walkon; follows with “Good Day,” 
changes pace with “Because” to 
show range of her lyric soprano. 
Segues into assortment of tunes, 
including Irish ditty “Tied on the 
Tail O’ Me Coat” and “Begin the 
Beguine” for solid reception. 

Comedy spot is held by Jay Jay- 
son (New Acts!) who garners 
healthy sesh of laughs from the 
mixed group of nitery goers and 
tourists. j , 

Almost stealing the show are 
holdover Ted and Phyllis Rodri- 
guez. They open proceedings and 
show class all the way. Good look- 
ing pair blend in a samba, jitter- 
bug, Latin and a Paso Doble for 
neat reception. 

Roche-Carlyle line are adequate 


for fillins between the trio of fea- | 


tures. Tony Lopez and his orch 
accomp expertly and handle the 
dance seshes equally well. Lary. 


Shaver and Midget Trio 
Into N.Y. Roxy, July 28 


Buster Shaver and midget trio 
of Olive, George and Richard have 
been pacted for the Roxy theatre, 
N. Y., July 28. They'll return 
from Europe next week on the 
Nieuw Amsterdam. 

Act has been playing in British 
theatres. 





BORAN THINKS PALACE 
DESERVES NEW CHANCE 


Editor, VARIETY: 

Word is making the rounds on 
Broadway that the Palace theatre's 
picture policy is to be discontinued 
and its structure demolished. The 
Palace is dear to the hearts of per- 
formers everywhere. A _ sort of 
shrine. I am of the opinior. that 
this once glamorous showplace, 
housing the vaudeville headliners 
of yesteryear deserves another 
chance. 

Putting aside personal sentiment 
and nostalgia, and attempting to 
be practical, I am of the belief if 
the Palace was to again present 
high-caliber stageshows it could 
still be the one vaudeville theatre 
exception that could ask for and 
get a $3.30 top. A price the other 
motion picture presentation houses 
couldn’t get if they stood on their 
heads. 

It is said the fate of this show- 
place now rests with RKO’s new 
boss, Howard Hughes. That it is 
within his power to revive vaude- 
ville there or give it the kiss of 
death. Perhaps it is Howard 
Hughes’ destiny to be vaudeville’s 
Messiah. Remember when he first 
came to the film capital and an- 
nounced his intention to produce 
pictures? Did they not all give 
him but a few months? The 
record now shows, however, every- 
thing he touched turned to gold. 
The Palace deserves this chance 
to become reborn. Let the mem- 
bers of the theatrical profession 
and the theatre-going public be 
the final judge. If they wish to 
support vaudeville, before the Pal- 
ace becomes a memory, I ask you 
to please suggest they write or 
wire Howard Hughes, care of RKO 
Studios, Hollywood, Cal., urging 
him to inaugurate a flesh policy 
there once again. 

It means a great deal. Ili is 
more than just the fate of one 
theatre. The Palace has always 
been known as vaudeville’s ba- 
rometer. If it clicks again its suc- 
cess may be similarly reflected ail 
over the country. So before death 
sentence is passed upon it, I be- 
lieve the Palace is deserving of an- 
other chance before it is con- 
demned to face the firing squad. 
Arthur Boran 
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to see and hear without refresh- | ff 


ments. This group is confined to a 
bleachers section behind a glass 
partition in the rear of the room. 
Lots of the jivesters (in shirt- 
sleeves) however, are taking seats 
at the regular tables and are using 
up the minimum of $1 in beers. 
The place was packed at session 
eaught (18). 

Little more can be said about 
Gillespie’s orch. Its music is novel, 
tricky and clever with a style that’s 
left behind a trail of comment and 
controversy. Inside a cafe, the 17- 
man crew is something of a phe- 
nomenon. Gillespie's lads give out 
in volume exactly as if they were 
in Carnegie Hall, N. Y. The effect 
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Just Finished 
2 Weeks “EI. RANCHO VEGAS,” Las Vegas, Nevada 
2 Weeks “CLUB LIDO,” San Francisco ~ 


Direction M.C.A. 


JOAQUIN GARAY 


“AMERICA’S FAVORITE SONG SALESMAN” 


“With his old and new material, a better Joaquin Garay.” 
—FREDDIE FRANCISCO, 8. F. Sanminer 


Opening June 28th 
“Mural Reom.” BAKER HOTEL, Dallas, Texas 
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Salt Lake Row with Fair Ba. Sizzles; 
Court Nixes Deal for Midway 


,% 
v 


Salt Lake City, June 22. 
The Utah State Fair board took 
the chin last week, when a 
Third District court ruled its con- 
tract with Beehive Midway, Inc. 
was void, and city and state health 
officials sent a report to the gov- 
ernor calling for a nine point sanl- 
tation improvement program. 
The contract with Beehive was 
attacked last year by Intermoun- 
tain Theaters, Inc., Uptown Thea- 


ters, Inc., Saltair Beach Co., La- 
goon Co., and Covey Gas and Oil 
Co., operators of the Coconut 


Grove, on grounds that the pact 
for operating the midway at the 
fair grounds exceeded the Fair 
poard’s authority. Also stipulated 
was the fact that the board had 
agreed to furnish labor for removal 
of buildings from the grounds, 
without cost. 

Judge Clarence E. Baker, in his 
decision, said the pact inked by the 
board with Beehive was void in 
that the board was actually grant- 
ing a franchise, not a lease, which 
was exceeding its powers. Bee- 
hive had been given five years ex- 
clusive rights to the midway, with 
a five vear renewal option. The 
Fair board, the State Department 
of Publicity and Industrial De- 
velopment, and Beehive, named as 
defendants in the suit, are confer- 
ring with the Attorney General’s 
office over the possibility of an 
appeal. 

Voiding the Beehive contract was 
the second victory scored by the 
amusement industry in its battle 
against the Fair board. Last week, 
the Attorney General’s opinion on 
the percentage contracts between 
the board and ‘Holiday On Ice,” 
resulted in rewriting the pact and 
switching from a percentage deal 
to a flat rental. 

Second blow to the board came 
from the Salt Lake City and Utah 
health departments, who sent a 
report to Gov. Herbert B. Maw, 
stating a nine point sanitation pro- 
gram has to be undertaken at the 
fair before it can receive a clean 
bill of health. Maw is attending 
the national governors conference, 
and was not available for comment 
on the report. Sheldon Brewster, 
manager of the fair, said some of 
the improvements were under way, 
but the others would require legis- 
lative appropriations. 





Three Wiles sailed on the Queen 
Elizabeth last week to open at the 
Casino, London, June 28. 
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) will resume pantomimes for the 


London Palladium To 
Resume Xmas Pantos 


The Palladium theatre, London, 


Some Spots Escape 
Doldrums in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, June 22. 

Spottiness of business here has 
local amusement industry puzzled. 
Downtown first-run pic trade is 
badly off, but neighborhood 
patronage continues to hold up 
relatively well. While most night 
clubs are diving, the Hotel Nicollet 
Minnesota Terrace is packing ’em 





in with the Dorothy Lewis Ice 


| Christmas season. Last year Palla- | Show, now in its third week and 
|dium ran a Crazy Show, and year | Set for the entire summer, . while 


| before 


} 
| 
j 


} 





had a pantomime. Panto | 
generally runs around six weeks. 

House has already booked Willie, 
West and McGinty for the holiday 
shows. 





Walters in Accord 
With AGVA Ruling 


On Nitery Telecasts: 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists’ rule that acts participating 
in simultaneous telecasts of cafe 
shows must be given a full week’s 
salary, for such stints will work 
out to the advantage of cafe 
operators as well as acts, according 
to Lou Walters, operator of the 
Latin Quarter, N. Y. 

Walters,who has 
rangement for N. Y. Daily News 
columnist Ed Sullivan to telecast 
from his spot via WPIX, declared 
he would never consent to a simul- 
taneous videocast of his LQ shows, 
on the premise that people will not 
pay for what they can get for free. 
He sees no percentage in giving 
away his regular floorshow and 
thus possibly cut down on the at- 
tendance at his spot. 

Unlike fights which has a tele 
audience sometime surpassing that 
at the arena or stadium, his shows 
must have long runs if he’s to re- 
main in business, Walters added. 
Fights are one shots, and once 
they’re sold out, it’s immaterial 
how many see the fracas from the 
outside. However, Walters feels he 
cannot change shows too frequently 
inasmuch as his production costs 
are high and cannot be speedily 
amortized. 

Acts will similarly benefit from 
the full-week salary rule, it’s felt. 
By making it prohibitive to use si- 
multaneous videocasts, acts 


and at the same time, rule will be 
instrumental in spreading employ- 
ment of talent. 

Walters feels that telecasts of 
outside talent from his nitery will 
hypo attendance. With Sullivan, as 
emcee, bringing in a batch of top 
names for the video shows, attend- 
ance is bound to increase. 

Setups of this kind are even felt 
to be better than “Celebrity Nights” 
which have been a potent lure for 
many cafes. 


Chorister Drowns, 4 Hurt 
When Collision Sinks Boat 


Cincinnati, June 22. 

Kitty Wing, 22, N.Y. chorister, 
drowned while 11 persons with 
whom she had been aboard the 
cruiser of Louis “Sleepout” Levin- 
son, part owner of Glenn Rendez- 
vous. nitery in Newport, Ky., were 
rescued Saturday (19) afternoon 
after that craft collided with motor- 





| Zagement 


will | prospects. A 
achieve their normal run at niteries |cafes are slated to shutter 


the new Club Carnival, offering 
name bands and acts, also is pull- 
ing heavily. 

Wayne King at the RKO-Or- 
pheum for a one-night concert en- 
recently drew a very 
substantial gross while Vaughn 
Monroe, also playing a one-night 


| concert - revue date at the Audi- 
'torium last Saturday 


night, did 
poorly. At the Auditorium a few 
days previous to Monroe, the 
Willie Pep-Miguel Acevedo non- 
title featherweight bout grossed a 
hugh $26,000 or $19,000 net after 
deduction of taxes. 

Week before last at the Lyceum 
“Carousel” hit $31,000 for six 
nights and two matinees. Con- 
sidering the lateness of the season, 
this was respectable takings. 





;aiw'xees (College Trade 


Hypoing Biz 
In N. Y. Cafes 


Majority of N. Y. cafes have 
been doing good business during 
June. Proms and large number 
of visitors because of commence- 
ments in N. Y. colleges have spi- 
raled takes for the Gotham boites. 


Top business is expected to con- 

tinue because of the influx of out- 
of-towners in for the Louis-Walcott 
fight at the Yankee Stadium to- 
night (Wed.). A major event like 
this fills midtown hotels for a few 
| days, which usually hypoes nitery 
| grosses. 
Beyond that, nitery operators 
laré not too optimistic of summer 
larger number of 
until 
the fall. Scheduled to close this 
week is Le Ruban Bleu, with Blue 
Angel and Cotillion room of the 
Hotel Pierre also expected to close 
until autumn. 

On Broadway the Ebony club, 
China Doll and the Havana-Madrid 
may do a summer fadeout. 

Shutt ring of latter spots would 
leave all Broadway summer busi- 
ness to the Latin Quarter and Dia- 
mond Horseshoe. It’s expected 
these spots will be in a strong 
position over the summer, inas- 
much as the normal tourist trade 
will be sufficient to make opera- 
tion profitable. 

Previously closed for summer 
are La -Martinique, The Harem 





land the Encore. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., June 22. 
Many ‘thanks to Sophie Tucker 
for her good wishes and greetings 
from London to your columnist 





boat and sank in midstream of the 


Ohio River. Miss Wing joined the | 
Dorothy Armon Dancers (6) at the | 


Glenn eight days earlier. 

Injured in the crash were: | 
Marcia Flynn, 24, New York, right | 
arm fracture, and Millie Avey, 24, | 
Detroit, minor bruises, both also | 
members of the chorus line; Levin- | 
son, who was piloting his boat. left 
leg sprain; his wife, Mrs. Mildred | 
Levinson, a cut over the right eye | 
F shock. 
pag Bases id injury were Bob Evans, | 
ventriloquist, on the bill at the} 
Glenn: Levinson’s 12-year-old son, | 
L. J.. who wes on a surfboard | 
behind the ill-fated craft | when | 
tragedy occu rred; Levinson s | 
brother-in-law, and non-pro friends | 

he Levinson. 
“ao body of Miss Wing was not 
recovered up to Sunday (20), the 
river ordinarily retaining drowning | 
victims for 72 hours. Her brother, 








Joe Wing, arrived here by plane | 
Sunday from New York. | 
ea Nitery Dates | 
Chandra Kaly dancers Jerry | 


- and Pupi Campo band set | 
ey the Speaing show at the Chel- 
sea hotel, Atlantic City, July 2._ 

Bath and Turf club, Atlantic 
City, will open July 1 with the De 
Castro sisters, Jackie Small and) 
Marie Callahan. 











and gang at the Rogers. 

N. Y. State Chapter of National 
Assn. of Postmasters held three- 
day convention here. Special en- 
tertainment was staged for them 
at the Pontiac theatre and Durgan’s 
nitery. k 

Jack Clancy, former Rogers 
X-ray technician, mastered opera- 
tion in N. Y. C. and reécuping at 
daughter’s home in Astoria, L. I. 

Victor (IATSE) Gamba beat re- 
cent setback and recuping at his 
cottage downtown. 

Kitty Bernard may resume the 
cure here. 

Lillian Curry back to N. Y. C. 
after two-week vacation here with 
hubby Tom Curry (Radio City 
Music Hall), who gets his go-home 
papers soon. 

Jean Stewart (Mrs. Bill West), 
who received her medical O.K., 
will summer at her camp on Lake 
Kiwassa. 

Raymond J. Bowman, council- 
man from Malden, Mass., and Vir- 
ginia Vale, in to handle funeral 
arrangements for William Chase. 

Benny Ressler, former performer 
and active in local charity work, 
shot back to bed with a setback. 

Marie and Veronica Lalis and 


Marie ‘Tinkhauser planed in to 
visit Bill (Decca) Lalis. 
George Goldsmith in to chat 


with Helen Pelechowicz. 
(Write to those who are ill.) 


Brit. Vauders Need Only Top U.S. Acts; 
Have Plenty Fill-In Supporters at Home 


ee 





Crabbe Water Show 
Mild 35G, Toronto 


Toronto, June 22. 

“Aquz Parade of ‘°48,” with 
Buster Crabbe, did only a fair 
$35,000 for six performances 
(15-19), at Maple Leaf Garden 
(12,500) scaled at $2.50 top, and 
jextra Saturday matinee arranged. 
| Part explanation is that the 
| water show is the first of its type 
here since before the war; but 
word-of-mouth hypoed b.o. for last 
three performances. 


AGVA Rep’s Plan To 
Nominate Soph Tucker 
For V.P. Boomerangs 


A good-will gesture to put Sophie 
Tucker’s name on the ballot as a 
nominee for veepee of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
boomeranged when some of the 
membership protested on grounds 
that bulk of the soliciting for sig- 
natures was done by an AGVA 
employee at the union headquar- 
ters. AGVA rules forbid em- 
ployees to take part in the union's 
political affairs. 








the necessary 200 signatures by 
Dewey Barto, of AGVA-4A’s com- 
|mittee, and was well on his way to 
getting quota when several who 
had signed withdrew their signa- 
tures. 

Basis for withdrawal by some 
was because of. Miss Tucker’s one- 
time loyalty to Ralph Whitehead, 
who in 1939, was ousted-as head 
of the defunct American Federa- 
tion of Actors. Others objected to 
the method of solicitation. 

Miss Tucker had no part in the 
controversy, inasmuch as_ she’s 


| London, and had not been con- 


sulted on whether she would ac- 
cept such nomination. 


Duke, Nicholas Bros., 





London, June 22. 

The Palladium lined up another 
smash show with American héad- 
liners with Monday’s (21) opening 
of bandleader Duke _ Ellington, 
singer Pearl Bailey and the dancing 
Nicholas Bros. Hit of the show 
were the Nicholas Bros., with Miss 
Bailey also scoring a showstop. The 
Duke was _ enthusiastically re- 
ceived, but was overshadowed by 
the singer and dancers. 

Current Palladium show is the 
first in which Negro performers had 
a section of the bill to themselves. 
Second half of the show was de- 
voted to the three performers, 
with Ellington conducting the 
house band, which was moved up 
on stage for this occasion. 

Trio supplants Tony Martin, who 
closed Sunday (20). 


Bailey Palladium Socks 


been playing the Casino theatre, | 


+ British theatres are retrenching 


in their buying of medium-priced 


U. S. acts. Operators and agencies 
figure that since they can get 
plenty of playable acts in their 
native heath, there’s little neces- 
sity of importing talent once an 
American topliner is obtained. 


London theatres have been doing 
smash business with headliners 
such as Danny Kaye, Olsen & 
Johnson, Sophie Tucker, Allan 
Jones, 
Theatre operators thus feel that 
little is gained in buying lesser 
performers when top names are 
available. 

This action is said to have been 
taken to forestall any beef by 
British acts who might feel their 
places on variety bills are being 
usurped by imports. 


Until foreign traffic in acts was 
resumed after the war, English 
theatre owners had been forced to 
repeat native talent too frequently. 
Buying of American talent gave 
British theatres a shot in the arm 
and virtually every U. S. act be- 
came an attraction. Once top tal- 
ent started playing there, U. S. 
agency men claim that English op- 
erators cannot return to the era of 
lesser entertainers. 


It’s felt that once the cream of 
ithe U. S. talent crop is skimmed, 





_ Max Bernstein, an AGVA organ- | British theatres will be faced with 
izer, was put in eharge of getting | the same problems that have been 


besetting American houses. But 
until then, a single U. S. topliner 
is all that a British house needs. 


Ink Spots, Adams Set 
For Hollenden H., Cleve 


_ The Hollenden Hotel, Cleveland, 
is resuming its name policy. Sum- 
mer shows booked so far, include 
the Ink Spots, starting Aug. 5, and 
Joey Adams, Mark Plant and Tony 








Canzoneri, going in immediately 
after, 
Harry Kilby, head of General 


| Artists Corp. safe dept., who set 
| these acts into the room, is ex- 
|pected to get permanent booking 
assignment. 





Chinese comics, Ming and Ling, 
have been signed for the Dallas 
Light Opera ESveucren of “Hit the 
Deck,” July 28. 


EDDY ° M 
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N 











Currently 
with 


MILTON 
BERLE 





| Mot.: Ben Lipset 


Palumbo’s 
Philadelphia 


Margery Welles at the Piano 








Tony Martin and others.. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 23, 1948 





OBITUARIES 


EARL CARROLL 


Ear! Carroll, 55, producer and! of years. 


Keith-Albee circuits over a span 
For a long time he had 


operator of Earl Carroll's, Holly- | been manager of the Colonial thea- 
wood nitery, was killed in a plane} tre, N. Y., then the ace house of 


disaster near Mt. Carmel, Pa., last | the Williams chain. 


Thursday {17) while en-route from 
Hollywood to New York. 
Details on page 2. 





BERYL WALLACE 
Bery! Wallace, 38, featured 
player in Carroll’s theatre restau- 


rant show, Hollywood, was killed | 


in plane crash near Mt. Carmel, 
Pa., June 17. 
Details on page 2. 


REMO BUFANO 
Remo Bufano, 54, actor and de- 
signer of puppets, also perished in 
the plane crash. 
Details on page 2. - 


VENITA VARDEN OAKIE 

Venita Varden Oakie, former 
wife of Jack Oakie, comedian, was 
also among the casualties in the 
plane crash. 

Details on page 2. 











CONAL O’RIORDAN _ 
Conal Holmes O’Connell O’Rior- 
dan, 74, novelist, playwright and 


director of the Abbey theatre of | married 


He later man- 


| atres for the K-A circuit. 


| 
} 


} 





WARNER RICHMOND 
Warner Richmond, 53, died June 
19 in Los Angeles of coronary 
thrombosis. An actor for nearly 50 
years. Richmond broke into pix 
in “Tolable David” in 1922 after 
numerous stage roles. 


Eight years ago he suffered bad } 


fail from horse, during a chase 
scene in a Monogram picture and 
was hospitalized for eight months. 
For past two vears he resided at 
motion picture country home. 





FANNY USHER 

Mrs. Fannie Usher Powers, 
Mass., June 18. 

For many years, teamed with her 


ithen husband, Claude Usher, she 


had appeared in a_ series of 
sketches on Keith and Orpheum 
vaude circuits. 

When Usher died in 1938, she 
Dr. James H. Powers. 


Dublin. died in London, June 18. | Milford dentist, who died several 
He had been associated with the years ago. 


theatre for more than half a cen- 
tury. He succeeded J. M. Synge as 
director of the Abbey theatre in 
1909. 


; 
} 





SIR JOHN McEWEN 
Sir John McEwen. 80, who had 
been a principal of the Royal Acad- 


Born in Dublin, he had planned emy of Music, London, from 1924 
for a career in the army but after to 1936, died there June 16. 


suffering a spinal ailment in a fall 
from a horse, diverted his atten- 
tion to the theatre when 19, first 
as an actor and later as a play- 
wright. 

He had also written many novels, 
so ne of which he later made into 
plays, including “Adam of Dublin.” 
“Shakespeare’s End,” “Adam and 
Caroline,” “Rope Enough” and 
“Napoleon's Josephine.” 


CHARLES E. KENNEY 





Charles Elbert “Blue Bert” 
Kenney, 67, former blackface} 


comic and singer, died June 18 at 
his home in Silver Hills near New 
Albany, Indiana. Cause of death 
was a gunshot wound in the head. 
Clark County Coroner said Kenny 
had shot himself. 

For 
with well known minstrel shows, 
later as a single, billed as “Blue 
Bert Kenney” and Nobody. 
several years 
WHAS as a monologist, sponsored 
by the Louisville Baseball Club. 

Survived by a daughter, 
brothers and a sister. -- 


GEORGE F. BOYLE 

George F. Boyle, 61, pianist. 
composer and music teacher, died 
in Philadelphia, June 20. Fis ma- 
jor works included concertos, can- 
tatas and sonatas. 

Boyle, who had been a child 
prodigy on the piano, gave con- 
ceris in Australia at the age of 
seven. He subsequently gave re- 
citals and concerts both here and 
abroad, and at times appeared as 





soloist with leading orchestras, in- | 


many years he appeared | 


| 


; 


| 


' 


For and 
he appeared on | church, died at her home in that 


two at one time, conducted a band com- 


chamber 





Sir John had composed several 
symphonies and cantatas but was 
better known as a composer of 
music. His book, “The 
Thought m Music,” published in 
1911. contained original discus- 
sions of the nature of rhythm. 





SAM LEVEY 
Sam Levey, 75, vet theatrical 
producer, died in Detroit, June 19. 
He was owner of a string of bur- 
lesque houses which he sold to a 
syndicate for $500,000. Later, he 


vet | 
vaude performer, died in Milford, | 


' She was the widow of Walter iH. 
Clark, known in the profession as 
“Romolo.” 





Charles (Pop) O’Connor, 69, for- 
mer studio transportation director, 
died June 13 in Hollywood after 
a heart attack. His son, William 
O’Connor. screen director, sur- 
Vives. 








‘in “Joy to the World” at the Ply- 
|mouth theatre, N.Y., died in New 
York, June 20. 

N. Straus Nayfach, 40, architect, 
| died after a heart attack June 17 
|at Bandera, Tex. He had planned 
'many of San Antonio’s theatres. 
i 


| Brother, 38. of Cynthia Carlin, 
actress, and Roger Carlin of Music 
Corp. of Ameriea television depart- 
ment, died June 14 in San Fran- 
cisco. 





Father of Bill Brant, disk jockey 
at KDKA, Pitisburgh, died in Flor- 
ida, June 14. 








Brother, 41, of Kitty Flynn, of the 
|Parameunt booking office, died 
June 19 in New York. 


MARRIAGES 


Jane Ann Shirk to Edward A. 
Choate, Irvington, N. Y., June 23. 
He's a legit producer. 

Nan Topping to Abdullah Ben 
Brahim, Detroit, June 16. Bride is 
songstress: he’s member of Four 
Moroccan, acro act. 

Mary Jane Kelly to Herb Mor- 
rison, Pittsburgh, June 12. He's 
news editor of WQV, Pitt. 

Mollye Bloom to Ralph Mervis, 
Hershey, Pa., June 6. He's a Pitts- 
burgh theatre owner. 

Audrey Smith to Ray Nulton, 
Pittsburgh, June 4. He’s with Wes 
Parker orch. 

Ruth Kanin to Mendie Brown, 
New York, June 17. Bride is 
fashion specialist for legit shows: 
he’s a radio scripter. 

Jacqueline La Sala to Victor 
Whitaker, Camden, N. J., recently. 
Bride is with the Three Rays, 
vaude act: he’s a member of the 


acquired an interest in the Opera} Whitaker Bros., also a vaude turn. 


House and Wilson theatre in De- 
treit. In 1935-36, he presented 
Alla Nazimova in Ibsen's “Ghosts” 
on Broadway. 


Survived by a niece. 





MARIE A. BAFUNNO 
Marie A. Bafunno, 45, organist 
choirmaster of St. Louis 


city, June 13. She was the daugh- 
ter of the late Anton Bafunno who, 


posed entirely of his children. 


Following her father’s death 
Miss Bafunno turned to organ and 
choirmaster work. 





HENRY B. TILL 

Henry Bernard Till, city man- 
ager for Jefferson Amus. Co., at 
Conroe, Tex., was killed in an auto- 
mobile aecident while driving to 
Huntsville, Tex. 

He started with the circuit 16 
years ago at the Palace in Marshall 
and held subsequent assignments 
in other Texas towns. He leaves a 


eluding the N. Y. Philharmonic and | wife and two children. 


Detroit Symphony. In later years 
he had taught piano at his own 
studios in Philadelphia. 





ANNA PALMER 
Anna Palmer, 70. retired vaude 
songstress. died in Brooklyn, N. Y., 
June 18. 
Although reputed to have sung 
in Opera and concerts prior to 


vaude career, she was in destitute | 


circumstances at the time of her 
death. 
touch with Sammy Fuchs, operator 
of Sammy’s Bowery Follies, who 
defrayed funeral expenses. Her 
last appearance was at the Bow- 
ery bistro two years ago. 


la motor car crash. 


However, friends got in 





JAMES D. NIXON 
James D. Nixon, 49, nitery man- 


Wife and two daughters survive. ager, died June 17 in Kansas City 


as a result of injuries received in 
He had been 
manager for the past 15 years of 
Mary’s Club in that city. He was 
the son-in-law of Mrs. Mary Ball- 
man, owner of the club. 

Surviving are his wife, a son and 
two brothers. 





ALICE C. BATCHELDER 





Alice Coleman Batchelder, 74, 


| founder of the Pasadena Civic Or- 
| chestra and the Coleman Chamber 


| Music Assn., died June 17 in Pasa- 


She was the widow of Fred Wile | dena, Cal. 


son, sea captain, who died in 1944. | 





GEORGE LEYTON 

George Leyton, 84, vet character 
actor and singer, died in Lenden, 
June 5. Although born in New Or- 
leans, he attained his greatest suc- 
cess on the British stage and in 
London music halls. He sub- 
sequently made his bome there. 

He appeared in many produc- 
tions over the span of years, in- 
cluding “True Heart.” He later 
developed into a delineator of char- 
acter songs and after that played 
‘only in musicals and in London 

variety theatres. 





ALFRED DARLING 
Alfred Dar 


attack in New York, June 
Darlin 


18. 


, 70, former the- 
ed after a heart 


Keith | vaudeville and 


Sarviving is her husband, Ernest 
A. Batchelder, prez of the Pasa- 
dena Community Playhouse Assn. 





DONALD BAYNE 

Donald Bayne, 56, a founder of 
the Grand Central Theatre, Inc., 
which operates the newsreel thea- 
tre in Grand Central Terminal, 
N. eS died June 20 at Bronxville, 
Surviving are his wife, two sons 
and a brother. 


_ LILLIAN BERGSON 
Lillian Bergson, booker at the 
Paramount New York exchange for 
over 25 years, died at the Will Rog- 
ers Memoria] hospital, Saranac 
Lake, June 19. 


ADELE P. ONRI 
Adele Purvis Onri, 84, old time 
circus 








mites. 
Miss Onri was in England. 


Garrett 
18. 


Louise Griswold to 
Graham, Los Angeles, 
He's a screen writer. 

Edna Elizabeth Purnell to Wil- 
liam H. Thedford, McKinney, 
Texas, June 15. He’s district man- 
ager of the Hamrick-Evergreen 
theatre chain. 

Benny Catherine Andrews to 
James Westmoreland, Galveston, 
Tex.,.recently. He’s manager of the 
Queen theatre there. 

Phyllis Hill to Jose Ferrer, 
Greenwich, Conn., June 19. Bride 
is an actress-ballet dancer; he’s an 
actor-producer. 

Barbara Anne Aaron to Herbert 
J. Nusbaum, N. Y., June 20. Bride 
is Eagle Lion homeoffice publicist 
and daughter of Metro’s assistant 
gen’! sales mgr., Eddie Aaron; 
he’s a film industry attorney. 

Vivian Wolf to Nat Lorman, New 
York, June 10. He’s with the Hall- 
Stillman publicity agency. 

Rita Bloom to Eli Lagoze, N. Y., 
June 20. ide is daughter of 20th- 
Fox sales exec Jack Bloom. 

Tracelene Crites to Louis Prima, 
New York, June 17. He’s the 
bandleader. 


- Yanks Seek 


Centinued from page 4 


June 

















ant woman who dreams she has a 
baby by Saint Joseph. 

Peyser said that a deal had been 
talked by Rossellini with a rep of 
David O. Selznick, calling for the 
latter to invest one-half the pro- 
duction cost in a future picture to 
be made in Italy. No pact has 
been inked, however, pending out- 
come of similar conversations with 
other U. S. film companies. Final 
ideal may await the Italian produc- 
er’s anticipated visit to America 
in late August. 

Lopert’s principal contract with 
Rossellini names him the Italian’s 
U. S. agent for a period of three 
years from last May 30, when the 
pact was signed. It also provides 
that he may put an investment in 
each of Rossellini’s films during 
that period, in return for distribu- 
tion rights outside of Italy. This 
does not apply, however, to any 
film on which Rossellini’ makes a 
deal with a major. If Lopert doesn’t 
choose to release a film himself, he 
can make a deal for it with an- 
other distrib. 

_Agreement on “Machine” pro- 
vides that Lopert gets distribution 
rights everywhere except Italy in 
return for an investment of 10,- 
000,000 lire ($16,000: which he is 
making. Film is currently before 
the cameras at Amalfi. 





Wife 48, of Kurt S. Kaszner. 
' aged the Alhambra and Royal the- | Viennese playwright and actor now | 


’ 








_:- 


whether fall 


Variety Bills 


WEEK OF JUNE 23 


Numerals io connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


or split week. 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) independent; (L 
(P) Paramount; (KB) RKO; (5S) Stoll; (W) Warner; (WH) Walter Reade 


Loew; (M) Meas; 





| NEW YORK CITY; 
Capitol (L.) 24 


CAMDEN 


Towers (1) 25-27 


| The Karolis 


| Lena Horne | 

} Paul Wineheli 
Jerry Mahoney 

DPunhills 

} Skinnay Ennis Orc | 

| Masic Hall (1) 24 

I Van Grona 

; Margaret Sande 

} R Tetley-Kardos } 

i June Forrest 

T & F Valiett 


Ballet 


Corps de 
Rockettes 
Syvin Ore 
Paramouat 
hil Spitalny 
Sibyl Bowan 


Roxy (1) 23 
Andrews Sis 
Dean Martin 
Jerry Lewis 
Carol Lynne 
Arnold Shoda 
Strand (W) 275 
Keb Crosby Ure 
Paul Regan 
Toy & Wing 
BRONX 
Cretona (1) 28-29 
A & © Fanton 
The Graysons 
Steve ivans 
QUEENS 
Jamaica (1) 23-26 
Haynes & Perry } 
Lynn Monoco 
Terry Bennett 
G & K Ross 
A & € Fanton 
fioberta Welch 
lady Frances 
Fielder &, Harviet 
| Lavernes 
ATLANTIC CIrvy | 
Steel Pier (1) 27 
Clare & Hudson 
Vat Rooney Sr 
Jane Kean 
Mark Plant 
Joey Adams 
Tony Canzonert 


(PrP) 23 | 
Ore 














Marimba Aires 
_ BALTIMORE | Ralph English 
Hippodrome (0) 24) vary Kari 
Kkmerald Sis Wilkie & Dare 
Ken Griffin Jimmy Leeds 
eg Rrtote He Slip Slap & Slide 
cass seus WASHINGTON 
State (1) 24-26 Capitol (1) 24 
Rio & Rogers Rudy Cardenas 
Gloria Villar Svivia Frooe 
Pat Rooney Jr TT & R Rio 
Hammond's Birds Adair Dashes 
27-3e Heward (1) 25 
Jason & Kary! I. Jordan Tym & 
Bob & Diane Sherty Shereck O 
Mills & Powers Allen Drew 
4 Macks i Hop Ship & Jump 
] 


BIRMINGHAM’ 


Hippodrome (M) 21 
Madhatters 194% 
Syd Seymour Bd 
Karle & Oscar 
2 Maxwells 
Roberto Chiesa Co 
Constance Evans 
TD Mero & Roberto 
Pat O'Brien 
Toni Ray 
Gordon Holland 
Seymour Lovelies 
Maurice Millard 
BRIGHTON 
Hippedreme.(M) 21. 
Terri Carol 
Jackie Hunter 
Terry O'Neil 
Steve Conway 


i 
| 


Duncan's Collies 

‘Tommy Jover Co 

J Crisp & Jill 
CARDIFF 


New (S) 21 
Harry Rey Orc 
Brooklyn 3 
Keddie Bayes 
Dann & Grant 
A Elray & Dorothy 
Young China 

DERRY 

Grand (8) 21 
Ignorance Is Bliss 
Harold Benes 
Gladys Hay 
Michael Moore 
Matt Nixen 
Foulharmonie Orc 
O'Keefe Sis 

B Richards 
Aerial Kenways 
Maurice Freneh 
Jimmy Elfort 
J & M Kinson 


EDINBURGH 


Empire (S) 21 
Crackerjack 
Jack Radcliffe 
Ben Yost Co 
Mervyn Saunders 
Helen Norman 
Paula Gray 
Jacquelyn Dunbar 
Dave Jackley 
F & 1. Preston 
Rey Allen 
12 Starlets 
FINSBURY PARK 

Empire (M) 21 
Ta Ra Rah Boon 
Frankie Howard 
Adrienne & Leslie 
6 Rapids | 
Morgen & tworis 
Irving & Girwood 


GLASGOW 


Empire (M) 21 
Detroy Gros & Jean 
Marquis 
Jack Durant 
Johnson Clark 
Wood & Harmer 
Moke & Poke 
P & M Honri 
Medlock & Marloew 
~ BMarle & Babetie 


HACKNEY 

Empire (8) %1 
Jimmy Currie Co 
Max Bacon 
Bery! Orde 
Al Norman 
Hal Could 
Silver & Day 
Karle & Lewis 
Herm'n &@ Const'ce 
Winstanley Babes 


LEEDS 
Empire (M) 2%! 


Jones & Thomas 








Dick Henderson 


| Billy 
| (jeergia 


»4raston Palmer 


} Cathy Randall 
1 ¢ Fredericks Co 


Alan Carrier 
Giaulier's Siuplichse 
CHICAGO 
Chicage (FP) 24 
DeW olfe 
Gibbs 
Betty bruce 
Whitson Bros 
Oriental (1) 24 
Williams Ore 
George Givot 
4 Acromaniacs 
Artietts 


"ex 


Pati’ 
tarl Sands Ore 
KINGSTON 
Bway (WR) 25-26 
kh & B Pickert 
Betty Peres 
Ladd Lyon 
(iillette & Richards 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 23 
Grace Drysdale 
+ Bentons 
Dou Cumuings 
Marquis Sis 
Harrison, Caroll 
t Ress 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (P) 25 
Ray Mechinley 
Modernaires 
Sonny Sparks 
Kathy Moore 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (TT) 24 
Larry Weeks 
Stewart & Barbara 
Stan frwin 
Saul Grauman Co 
KOCKFORD 
Palace (1) 24 
Skip Farrell 
Sully & Thomas 
2 Looneya 
liarriet Blake 
Maclbonald 3 
SPRINGPELELD 
Court Sq (i) 24-27 


lial Mack ¢'o 
LEICESTER 
Palave (S) 21 
Spives & lrones 
Ernie Lotinga 
I. Vompsons 
Konne Conn 
3 Caballeros 
fFene Patton 
Lewis King 
Gulliver Girls 
LIVERPOOL 


_ Kmpire (M) 21 
Peggy Mortimer 
G & B Bernard 
Ken Dorvilles 
Wright & Marion 
Olson & Sea Lion 
3 Jokers 
Reg Dixon 
BE Vicki & Sasha 
lucerne Skaters 


LONDON 
Hippedrome (M) 21 


Vie Oliver 
Vat Kirkwood 
Fred Eminey 
Melachriny Ore 
Marilyn Hightower 
Michael Hentine 
Juhe Anuitrews 
Jean Carson 
Santigo Rd 
Palladium (M) 21 
luke Ebington 
Nicholas Bros 
Pearl Bailey 
Jimmy James (Co 
Riber & Dantzer 
Freddie Sanborn 
Len & Bill Lowe 
Tommy Burke Co 
Mariora 
Dorothy Gray Co 
Casino 21 
Sevhie Tucker 
MANCHESTER 


Hippedrome (S) 214 

Kiddie Gray 

Arnaut Bros 

Peter Cavanagh 

‘*' Warren & Jean 

{ Ramblers 

Balliol & 

Bill Burke 

yynamic 4 
SHEFFIELD 


Empire (M) 21 
Dancing Years 
Jiarry Sinclair 
Nicolette Roeg 
SHEP’ERDS BUSH 

Empire (8) 21 
Gang’s All Here 
Duggie Waketield 
Darmora Imps 
3 Monarchs 
Billy Nelson 
Joe Black 
Mille & Paulette 
Roy Jefferies 
Chuck O'Neill 
Madge Kscolme 
Tony Vaughn 
Celia Hart 
Harold Gibson 


SUNDERLAND 


Empire (M) 21 
Peter Raynor 


Merton 


Chefalo 

V & J Cramonian 

2 Leslies 

Ronalde 

Houston & Stewart 

Barileit & Massey 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S} 21 

Robb Wilton 


M Colleano Co 
Sian Kavangh 
Air Aces 
“isie Bower 
Rill Kerr 

Bob Grey 











ia 

Bine Aage! Hotel Aster 
| Josephine Vremice ( Cavallaro Or« 
Mary MeCarty Lenny Herman Cre 
Kliis Larkin 8 Hotei New lLerker 
lial Cooke Ray Eberle Ore 
Phil Gordon lee Revue 

Cafe Seciet Muriel Pack 

Sion, Hote? Penunsy!vania 
Mildred Bailey Skitch Henderson O 
Vorothy Jarnac Hoeiel Pierre 


«lift Jackson 
Edmund Hall Ore 


China Dell 
Katharine Chang 
Jack Soo 
Laurie l.ong 
> Cantons 
Matt Tuck 
Noro Morales 
J Frase 

Copacabana 
Martin & Lewis 
Monica Lewis 
Betty Bonnie 
Ward Donovan 
Ruy Malene 
M lburso Ore 
Alvares Ore 
Dinmond Herseshee 
Mata & Hari 
Choral Octet 
li Sandler Ore 
Alverez Mera 
Juenger Ballet Line 

Ebony 
(Charioteers 
Paterson & Jacks'n 
Harold Kine 
Retty Mays Orc 
Jack Lepez Ore 

EI Chico 
Fernanda Creepa 
(‘onde I.uis 
Victoria Harcele 
Rita & Roxvino 
Los Panchos 

lia vana-Madrid 
Chite Isar 
Christians 
Ralph Font Ore 
Machito Ore 
Hotel Gelm‘t-Plaza 
Mack Triplets 
Retty J Smith 
Kiddie Stone Ore 
CasteHanoes Ore 
Hetel Billmore 
Richard HUimber O 
Horold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Com 
B Raeburn Ore 
Hetel Edi<xeon 
Rav Seott & + 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Tony Craig 
| Havel Webster 
| Downey & Fenvtiille 
Penthouse Clab 
Maxine Sullivan 
tasha Rodel 
Oscar Walser 

Riviera 
Jackie Miles 
Vagabonda 


Blackhawk 
Gay Claridge Ore 
Yhelma Gracen 
Sherman HKros 


Hotel Blackstone 
Ray Morton Ore 
Kay Thompson 
Williams Bros 
Hotel Bismark 
Will Rack Ore 
Kunice Clark 
Dennis & Darlene 
Randolph 
Helsings 
Rack wards 
Walton 


Prof 
Juyne 
Evelyn Terry 
Mike Young 

Bill Chandler Ore 


H Edgewater Beach 
Geo Olsen Ore 
tobby May 
Andrea Dners 3 
Bozo the Dog 
Netiv Gray 


l. & EK Koberts 
MeLerie & Hutler 
Jane Robbins 
Tony Cabot 4 
Van Smith Ore 
Chas Reuder Ore 


Hote) Rouse velit 
Lawrence Welk (re 
Hotel St Mortts 
Menconi Orc 
Beity George 
Hotel Si Regis 
Tial Saunders Ore 
Frances Maddut 
Laszio & Mepiie 
Milt Shaw Orc 
Pepito ArveHo Ore 
Hotel Savey Plaza 
Franklin & Moore 
Irving Coun Ore 
fletel Tutti 
Vincent Lopes Ore 
Chartie brew 
Hetel Warwick 
Alan McPaige 3 
iceland 
Ilarry Rose 
Ben Ribble Ore 
Jack Ripley bine 
Latin Querter 
Ina Ray Hutien Or 
Willie Shere 
Danny Riccardi 
Al Morgan 
Costello Twins 
Patricia Adair 
Richarda-Aduir 
M Frichette 
Pupi Campo 
Bon Vivants 
B Harlow Ore 
leon & Biddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Art Waner Ore 
Rosita Moreno 


Der 


Ore 


Gee & Whiz 
Judith Blair 
Albertas 

Harry Prime 
Sherard line 

Old Roumanian 


Sadie Ranks 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
twAquila Ore 
Versailles 
Suzy Selidar 
Bob Grant Ore 
Vanchite Ore 
Village Karo 
Phil Wayne Ore 
Piute Pete 
Johnny Moerris Oo 
Rourbon & Bane 








Gracie Barrie Pat Crowley 

Tony Ravaar Melody Riders 
Joey Gilbert Waldort-Astorin 
Toni Welly Xavier Cugsat Ore 
Donon Arden Line Mischa Berr Ore 


Dorethy Htla 
Dancers (12) 
Therons (6) 

Chez Puree 
Joe E Lewis 
Austin Mack 
Park & Clifford 
Jane Harvey 
Dorben Ders (10) 
M Gould Ore (10) 
Lane Adams 
D Chiesta Combo 


Hote! Sherman 
Jazz Fhilh'm’ic O 
Helen Humes 
Carl Marx 

Hote: Stevens 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Rudy Richards 
The Prestons (2) 
dean Arlen 
Mariaty Spelman 
Skating Bledears 

Paimer Heuse 
Pild: garde 
Rddie Oliver Ore 





Mr. and Mrs. 
daughter, 


a literary agent. 


there. 
Mr. and Mrs. 
daughter, 


daughter, 
Father is a flack 


Hollywood, 

Father’s the singer. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ned Brown, daugh- 

ter, Hollywood, June 18. Father is 


Pittsburgh, 
Father’s an ex-vaudevillian 
mother’s Sylvia Starr, 

Mr. and Mrs. Ciarey Barbiaux, 
Hollywood, June 


BIRTHS 


Frank Sinatra, 
June 20. 


Mr. and Mrs. Cloyd Anderton, 
daughter, Salt Lake City, June 13. 
Father is an engineer at KAAIL 


Harry Manning, 
June 12. 
and 
dancer. 


i 4 
at RKO. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bob Kalb, daugh- 
ter, New York, June 18. Father is 
manager of Transradio Press Bu- 
jreau and columnist 
Mr. and Mrs. Abe Goodman, son, 
New York, June 20. Father is pro- 
duction manager 
homeoffice advertising dept. 
Mr. and Mrs. Andy 
ter, New York, June 20. Father is 
Warner Bros. news cameraman. 


of 20th-Fox’s 
Gold, daugh- 





music b 
York 


_ Peter M 
ull. Jacob 





Graceful Garcias 


& 
in Albany. 


Mogull Musie Corp. chartered a 


business in New 


ty, with a capital stock of 
$20,000. Directors are: Ivan Mo- 
ull and Fannie L. 
-hild filing papers 
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Paramount, N.Y, 
i italny Orch, with Evelyn, 
Bog reeet McClain, Jean Pate, 
/ , Sibyl Bowan; “Dream 
lig (par), reviewed in VARIETY 
May 5, '48. 
His once black hair now well 
threaded with gray, Phil -Spitalny 





fect fit for this setup. Perhaps it’s 
the sight of the bedpan, a she 
uses as a prop for her first number. 
However, the customers get a big 
kick out of her slyly contrived 
caricatures of Hildegarde 
Beatrice Lillie. 

The show that Spitalny has on | 
tap here contains the makings of | 
a surefire contribution to television. | 

Odec. 


and 








Mustie Hall, N. Y. 

Leon Leonidoff, Russell Markert 
presentation with Helene & How- 
ard, Ted & Flo Vallett, Musie Hall 
Symphony Orch directed by Alex- 
ander Smallens, Rockettes, Corps 
de Ballet, Glee Club, June For- 
rest, Von Grona, Margaret Sande, 
Richard Tetley-Kardos. Settings, 
Bruno Maine; choreography, Flor- 
,ence Rogge; costwmes, James Ste- 


and “P-.per Doll,’ and a recently 
recorded tune “What You Don’t 
Know Don’t Hurt You.” Wind up 
stint, and wrap up the show with 
swell piping of “Lazy River” and 
“Across the Alamo.” 

Joe Venuti backs the quartet, 
and dishes out some nice subdued 
tunes with a combo of Venuti’s 
fiddle, piano, bass drums, trumpet, 
clarinet and guitar. Opens with a 








New Acts 


JAY JAYSON 
Comedy 

20 Mins. 

Clever Club, Miami 


Jay Jayson is a comic-impres- 

















ns.his session on the Paramount wart Morcom, Marco Montedoro;| jumpy ditty of Venuti’s composi- | sionist who can enter the ranks of 

= os with a sentimental nod in Apollo, N. Y. il ighting. Eugene Braun. “The Em-| fon. “Mystery,” Also feature ~ seed potent young comics that, are a, bet 

2 the direction of Bob Weitman, the King Cole Trio, Buck Clayton peror Waltz” (Par); reviewed in'tr in “Wildcat,” and get good re- |for the better bistros er vau rte 
theatre's managing director. Ob-| Oren “(11), Morris Lane Quartet,| © “MET¥» May 5, '48. sults and “Summertime.” Close once he finds bey ay tuff. 

viously a sign of having asrived at Count Leroy, Howell & Bowser. | Radio City Music __| With a jam session on “Lady Be | Will eliminate sme i gy FTO 

~ the mellow stage of what is ee Marcellus Wilson, Josafred: “Light. Pecan ity Music Hall nods in Good,” plenty good. | Reagrclag ys ste agree Povey ose van 

_ 4 haps one of the most spectacular J ‘ on of the conventions of | are the takeoffs on ré . 


ning in the Forest” (Par), Sonny Sparks, m.c., introes the (on the old timers and the rapid 


|Republicans and Demos with its | j 
o.uher two acts, and has his own gags tossed in between. Weakness 


in its own field, of Amer- 
successes, leu rrent layout. 








oe siness in the past dec- Result is a good |. , i ni /ins is hi 

ican show PSpitalny recalls for his King Cole trio is the b.o. lure | »!¢nd of showmanship in the better | part a 4 wr * gen Vins | ot the moment is his tendency to 

a aience how it was that Weit-|for this Harlem vaudery’s current | traditions. por 7 aa ao la te vith jtoss in those blue lines when he 
ire au save him his first important | layout. Grooved into closing spot,|_.Show is divided into two parts | pj ish a ne | Sees te net ee ae 

man & : a newsreel separating. In-| 8S! 8aBs. army routine, which, though effect- 


er ; preak following the organization|the threesome score solidly. Sesh | With 


f his all-girl instrumental and | gets off to a torrid start with Buck trusion of the clips gives the pa-| Kathie Moore, tapster, fetching- | ive is by now, old hat, despite the 
= oe roup |Clayton’s combo blasting out ‘mage a chance to get ready for|!y dressed in an old rose gown, |twist he applies anent the new 
= chore wuing in this vein of appre- | “Night Life” foilowed by guitarist |tM€ change of mood, and allows the | £0es over well with her rhythm | draft law, and a corney flag waving 
oO Continuing in this oS SPDTE™ | 4 te Howard, who solos a neat |4¢¢khands to strike the heavy sets. | terps. Dottie Dare, diminutive ve-'closer which utilizes “Freedom 


er 


ciative reminiscence, Spitalny con- 
fides to his audience how in those 
early days of trying to make a go 


“Awful, Awful Blues” for top re- 
turns. 


Count Leroy, rollerskate terper; 


The serious aspects of the show | Calist, paces through “Exactly Like | Train” as the kernel. 


‘come with Alexander Smallens’ in-| You,” 
jterpretation of 


“Let Freedom 





“Don't Blame Me” 
“After You’ve Gone.” 














and 
|good and the run of gags above 


His timing is tops, appearance 


the act Weitman was one of the| _ ) Ring” with tablea ti erage. Lary. 
: fo eres, AG ot Une, [ae wating ats teen [petaneof tn Decaraion of ff . me 
| couraged him. An is 1s why, c a small table.|dependence and “spirit of °’76.” | . + TAS (2) 
oe audience is told, that he (Spitalny) | Comes off stand for impressions of |The scenic staff has done itself |[| Long-Playing Disks nl aaa 
ts gets a special sense of pleasure out | Ruby Keeler, et al and closes with | proud in the depiction of these | jj i1|8 Mins. ' 


’re 


‘7a 
te 


of again playing the Paramount. 
Sentimentality may be the per- 
former’s stock in trade, but mem- 
ories often run short when it comes 
to gratitude, and, in any event, this 
particular tribute has an innately 
earnest ring about it, and prefaces 
probably the most exciting pack- 


some spirited stepping on the table 
again to garner hefty palmwhacks. 


Gal vocalist billed only as Josa- 
fred pipes a so-so “She’s Funny 
That Way” paving the way for | 
}comic, quasi-emcee Marcellus Wil- 
son. Opens with some comedy pat- | 
ter then contribs a mediocre trum- | 





\items. They’ve captured the sweep | 


and pageantry of these events in 
an applause winnifig manner. 

The second portion continues 
with the convention theme in a 
medley of Gershwin tunes. The 
“Wintergreen for President” num- 
ber gives an opportunity for con- 








Continued from page 35 


to pure .ase one of the special 
turntables at $29.95 so as to per- 
form the new disks is a question 
Columbia will soon find the an- 
swer to. Philco has also built new 
combinations enabling _record- 


Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

The Albertas, mixed dance team, 
Show possibilities with ballroom 
terping mixed with magic. In 
their opening number, they excite 
interest by their cigaret palming 
while terping. It’s good for hearty 
returns. 


age of music and spectacle that Spi- pet solo of “I Surrender Dear” for ivention parades and provides ajlovers to use both conventional : . 
- talny has put together to date. fair salvo. Joins with Clayton's {Mice setting for Ted and Flo Val-|and Microgroove disks (uses two deed better Ommeupiion: the gon 
band to toot a hot “Old Mr. Bos-|lett’s flag waving and. baton /tone arms). one sells for $469 and | 


Or 


jer 


a 
re 
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is 


on, 
AL, 
ng. 
nd 


ux, 
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gh- 
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ia 
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' shadings. 


One of the most misused words 
in the American vocabulary is 
“showmanship.” Its assignment to 
practitioners of sheer dash and 
noise has torn it out of its sensitive 
Spitalny’s current pres- 
entation contains one number espe- 
cially upon which the word “show- 
manship” can be bestowed with all 
the discriminate intent of the 
term. It’s his productive treat- 
ment of “Eili Eili."” 

Offered as a tribute to the new 
statehood of Israel, the Hebrew 
chant is built up to a musical, dec- 
orative and emotional vibrancy 
that brings down the house. It is 
not only the high point of the 
hour’s entertainment but about the 
sockiest interlude Spitalny has de- 
vised in years. 


At the performance caught the 
soloist on “Eili Eili’ was Jean 
Pate, a lithe looker with a richly 
dramatic contralto. (She alter- 
nates in this particular spot with 
Betty Kelly, a mezzo soprano, dur- 
ing the four or five shows a day.) 
In any event Miss Paton’s ‘dition 
is of a singular stirring diicnsion, 
and the choral support behind her 
is a darb. The telling decorative 
touches here are the use of the 
candelabra on either side of the 
proscenium and the flashing on the 
cye during the crescendo of a 
filmed shot of the Israel flag wav- 
ing in the breeze. 


Another standout item in the 
procession of standard interna- 
tional melodies, familiar Ameri- 
can and jazz idioms is the string 


interlude contered around Evelyn, 


violinist. After a solo on “Nature 
Boy,” in which she adds much 
melodic flavor to the hit’s haunt- 
ing air, she takes up with the bow- 
wielders in the orchestra for a 
spirited arrangement of ‘Hora 
Staccato.” Evelyn, as usual, blends 
brilliant instrumentation with solid 
salesmanship. 


Among the other potent per- 
formers is the presider over the 
» Viola. As a skin-beater this 
ooking miss rates well among 
the best in her specialty, regard- 
of sex. She has a hot miscel- 
lany of beat, rhythm and verve 
and the three-minute going over 
applies to her seven tubs leads 
up to a big ovation. The trumpet 
section also furnishes some stellar 
tion. Janet McClain, aft- 
er proving that she, like her neigh- 
bor on the drums, can match mas- 
on the instrument with the 
the male contingent, joins 
other trumpeters to do what 
sounded like an oldtime bandstand 
tment of “My Old Kentucky 
Home. Likewise noteworthy dur- 
ing the show are a flute passage by 
an Martin and Phyllis Joyce’s 
“Sib ering on the theme of 
ney,” 

Spitalny’s repertoire includes a 
aad € version of “Sabre Dance” 
The a choral on “Rockabye Baby.” 

r entails the use of a pho- 


record, and while the num- | P 


ber sounds 

good it is one of those 
things that could be omitted with- 
show wpairing the impact of the 
i it. The “National Emblem 
jection accompanied by the pro- 
of revolving color wheels 
Containing the stars and stripes, 
Comates an appropriate George M. 

oy to the proceedings. 
is that interpolated act on the bill 
im of Sybil Bowan. While her 
flow of ee oethact r- weedy 
es and applause, Miss 
Bowan doesn’t seem to make a per- 


ton,” then lapses into a tired mono- 
logue about his marital life which 
should either be punched up or 
eliminated. 


Morris Lane quartet struts its 
stuff before a scrim separating 
them from Clayton’s crew. Com- 
prising piano, sax, drum and bass, 
the boys open with a hot tune then 
cool off with “September Song” for 
good results. Fadeout finds scrim 
lifting to weld both outfits for 
“Session at the Philramonic.” With 
all stops pulled, the customers are 
slayed by Lane’s smash saxing. 


Comedy team of Howell & Bew- 
ser, a competent pair, plays this 
house too frequently to rely upon 
the same material. Straight man 
displays fair voice in warbling a 
pair of tunes self-accompanied on 
uke. Also does some okay fiddling. 
Mainstay of the turn, however, is 
its gags which prove quite familiar 
with most of the house. Fresher 
humor is definitely in order. 

King Cole trio provides a sock 
finale with piano, guitar and bass 
polishing off crack arrangements 
of “Deep Blue Sea, “Sentimental 
Thing to Do” and “I’ve Go a Way 
with Women.” Latter two are neat- 
ly reprised by pianist Nat Cole, 
who continues his sugary piping 
with “Route 66” and wows ‘em 
with his classic “Nature saa a 

i 


Texas, San Antonio 
San Antonio, June 15. 


Red River Dave’s Western Jam- 
boree with Diana Hart, Adolph 
Hoffner and his band (6); Bill 
Shomette, Tuffy Dale, Lou Emer- 
son, Bud Whaley, Big Bill Lister, | 
Melody Mixers (2); “Adventures | 
in Silverado” (Col) and “Echo, 
Ranc’.” (U-I). | 








Interstate Theatres is present- | 
ing a revue headlining WOAI sing- 
ing star Red River Dave and a 
host of other western talent in 
conjunction with his latest film, 
“Echo Ranch.” It’s a fast moving 
60 minute stanza. 

Entire group are on elevator 
stage and come out of the pit to 
the now familiar theme of Dave, 
“Is The Range’ Still The Same, 
Back Home.” Cowpoke displays a 
pleasing personality and handles 
m.c. chores in neat style. Also vo- 
cals “Texarkana Baby” and duets 
with Tuffy Dale in “Slap Her! 
Down Again Paw.” ’ 

Miss Dale is also heard in own 
slot with guitaring, vocal of “Any- | 
time” and a neat tap routine for 
nice returns. : 

Comedy is contribbed by Lou 
Emerson, folk ballad singer, who 
teams with Dave for clown ses- 
sion, also ata song, “Beautiful 
Morning Glory”. 

Bud Whaley of KMAC, and 
Big Bill Lister, of the KABC 
“Cowboy Hill Billy Parade,” are 
itted against each other in disk 





jockey session on 
“I Can’t Give y t 
Love” and “Steel Guitar Rag. | 
Jocks mouth to recordings an 
rib each other for more solid fun. 
Diana Hart, Dave's vis-a-vis In 
“Echo Ranch,” offers line of Hol-| 
lywood yong Pie — San | 
e” to good response. | 
Am aolph Hoffner and band, from | 
KTSA, do hep versions of “Cot- 
ton Eyed Joe” and “San Antoni 
Rose.” Also background — 4 
capably. Biz good. Andy. 








| number. 


‘plant them solidly with the cus- 


twirling turn. They get some pic- 
turesque effects with the tricky 
twirls and off to nice mitting. The 


jline of Rockettes further brighten 


this sequence with their top pre- 
cision work. 

The Glee Club with June For- 
rest as soloist also provide an en- 
tertaining interlude with a well- 
arranged medley. Miss Forrest 
scores with her rendition of “Sum- 
mertime.” 

The light touch of Helene and 
Howard’s comedy terps comes in 
handy at this point. Starting out 
in a straight ballroom vein, pair 
switch to roughhouse antics for top 
results. 

Finale is devoted to the Corps de 
Ballet’s interpretation of ‘“Rhapso- 
dy in Blue.” While the choreog- 


‘raphy is on the pretentious side 


there are enough theatrical mo- 
ments to satisfy the demands of 
this house. - Premiere danseuses 
Von Grona and Margaret Sande 
display good terp-pattern in this 
Richard Tetley-Kardos 
background 
Jose. 


fills the orchestral 
with his piano soloing. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, June 19. 

Dolly Dawn, Bobby Sargent, 
Maude Hilton & Co., The Whirl- | 
aways, 3 Winter Sisters, Les Rhode | 
House Orch; “Winter Meeting’ 
(WB). 
| 


Current layout is a fast moving | 
affair, with the participants offing | 
to solid reaction. 

Dolly Dawn is a fave here, and 
scores with a smartly devised rou- 
tine of pop numbers. The twink- 
ling redhead garners steady palm- 
ing with her versions of “Shine”. 
“Sunny Side of the Street,” and 
“Nature Boy.” 

Mistress of ceremonies is Maude 
Hilton. Vet performer — handles 
the introes in easy, effective man- 
ner and in own spot works with 
attractive unbilled gal partner in 
comedy canto for nice returns. 

The Whirlaways turn in breath- 
taking roller-skating with’ the 
flings, spins and groupings making 
impact on the palm-pounders. 

Male comedy spot is handled by 
Bobby Sargent, mimic, whose take- 
offs to Charles Laughton and 
Groucho Marx are_ standout. 
Throws in other character im- 
preshes that add flavor to an okay 

rn. 
ie work of three Winters sis- 
ters contains enough tumbling, 
tosses and flips to bring solid 
mitts. Les Rhode and house orch 
are okay on the sit eshibig 4 

ry. 


National, L’ville 
Louisville, June 17. 
Mills Bros., Kathy Moore, Dottie 
Dare, Sonny Sparks, Joe Venuti 
Orch (7); “Buffalo Bill Rides 
Again” (PRC). 


This is the first stage layout 











dj’em in when it gets proper attrac- 


ions. The Mills Bros. are the draw | 
carrentiy, and the four lads and a | 
guitar are smoother with the har- | 
mony and slick appearance than 
on their previous dates here. They. | 
intersperse just enough good hu- 
mored fun and sly mannerism to 


s. Blend their veices in top 
style with “Manana,” “Till Then 


» | songs employed are not all hits, or, 
‘at least three out of four are hits, 


ut cratic Cenvention of 1936. Accord- 
Rose Murphy’s | after a few weeks of straight pic- ing to the best reports, the vice 


j | _ and is a clear indication that d id visits Sa ge 
You Ant se” this *» 400-seater really can stack oe. os to several mi 


|to put the more timid spirits 


| bring the conventions here, and 
| then throw the damper of a two 
‘o'clock curfew over the whole 


the other $750. With television ad- 
vancing rapidly, an investment in 
‘either of the large Philcos may not 
be to the public’s taste. 


So far, the majorit$ of CRC’s 
efforts relative to the new disk 


sic transferred from albums in its 
catalog, to 10-inch sides. These sell 
at $4.85 for the larger disks, which 
carry 45 minutes of music, and 
$3.85 fo: the smaller, which carry 
up to 27 minutes of material. The 
12-inchers carry music that would 
cost $7.50 on conventional disks. 
Columbia implies that sooner or 
later is will produce pop disks of 
| current songs via the new process. 
| Many publishers and industry men 
feel that the company will run into 
plenty trouble if it does, since each 
side would ‘carry a minimum of 
four numbers. Unless, however, 
such disks are confined to present- 


buyers like to replay to build men- 


hicle. It’s pointed out that in the 
past many record men _ have at- 
tempted to give buyers bargains 
consisting of three and four tunes 
on a conventional side, but if the 





the public won't buy. 














Cafes Set Pace 


Continued from page 1 





other of the Palumbo cabaret | 


chain. 

Willie Howard is the main event 
at Mort Casway’s Celebrity Room, 
and Bonnie Baker tops the special 
production honoring the GOP at 
Jack Lynch’s Latin Casino. Two film 
world premiers mark the conven- 
tion week festivities. “On An 
Island With You” staged its debut 
at the Goldman, and the Earle of- 
fers Henry Morgan’s starrer, ‘So 
This Is New York,” tomorrow (24) 
in a special bid for delegates. 

The famed Robin Hood Dell will 
witness the downbeat just about 
the time the Republicans are hear- 
ing the keynote speech. Amparo 
Iturbi (Jose’s sister) and Hazel 
Scott are the convention week 
guest stars, with Dimitri Mitro- 
poulos conducting the summer edi- 
tion of the Philadelphia Orch. 

The Curfew 

With the Convention well under 
way, licensees here are still wait- 
ing for the go-signal and the cops 


eral outline of their zanyisms is 
too forced and frequently doesn’t 
come off. A rearrangement of this 
routine and broadening of their 
magic werk would improve turn 





| considerably. 


Jose. 


have been confined to classical 12- | GEE & WHIZ 
inch sides, plus standard pop mu- | 


| 


Dance 


9 Mins. 
Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


The peculiarly labeled Gee and 
Whiz are an energetic tap team 
that should be able to satisfy most 
audiences. During their stint, they 
give the dance-floor a considerable 
lacing in a pair of numbers de- 
signed to point up youfhful energy. 

Their routines are far from 
subtle, but that’s an item that will 
ultimately be attained with greater 
experience. Also needed is a few 


/applause winning tricks. So far, 


results are obtained on the good 
overall impression of their turn. 
Jose. 





ing film and show scores, record HARRY PRIME 


Songs 


tal pictures of the originating ve- 7 Mins. 


Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Harry Prime, who hit radio’s big- 
time with his regular appearances 
on the Chesterfield Supper Club, is 
making his N. Y. cafe bow ih a 
manner that indicates he’ll also do 
well in that field. His pipes are 
okay and he has good projection. 

He’s yet to learn the knack of 
working in large rooms. His pres- 
ent projection is geared for intime 
spots and he’ll have to up voice vole 
ume before he can establish him- 
self in the cafe and vaude — 

ose, 





ROSITA MORENO 
Dance 
7 Mins. 
Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. ° 
Rosita Moreno does a blend of 
flamenco and other type Latin 
terps for fairly good effect. She 
shows essential skill in this line, 
but present routines are weak. 
She displays a good quota of taps 
in the early part of her turn. Her 
capeworx is also okay, but there’s 
little sweep to her Latin terps. 
Miss Moreno although costumed 
nicely, should pay like attention to 
her footwear. Jose. 


Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

In two brief numbers, Judith 
Blair makes a fairly good im- 
pression. .Her wos are good and 
she projects well. 

Opening with “Love Is Sweep- 
ing the Country” and following 
with “Pretty Baby,” she’s able to 





to relax about enforcing Philly's 2 | 
a.m. curfew laws. 

The lid is on for gambling, and | 
as far as could be seen there is | 
none of the free-and-easy get-it-up 


attitude that marked the Demo-. 


town spots over the week-end. The 
mere word of this was sufficient 


promptly on good behavior. 
Nevertheless, there was plenty 

of grumbling. What's the point of 

spending a quarter-million to 





| 
thing? ' 


hold interest of audience. How- 

ever, she’s yet to gain sufficient 

styling for the plushier spots. 
Jose. 


British Songwriter Joins 
Merry Macs Vocal Trio 


Landon, June 22. 
The Merry Macs are changing 
their personnel. Manchester Erard, 
British vocalist and songwriter 
will replace Lynn Allen. Latter 
is returning to U. S. on Hollywood 





commitment. 


Erard was associated with the 
Ambrose Bros. vocal trio before 
the war, and has appeared in many 


Stage shows since, 
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Equity Committee Seeks Sub For 
Dullzell: He Keeps Four A’s Post 


A permanent successor to Paul + 


Dullzell, as executive secretary of ° 
Actors “Equity Assn. is being  Finklehoffe’s Gala 

by a special committee . i 
headed by Raymond Massey. Dull- | Springfield, Mass., June 22. 
zell. because of ill health, resigned| Fred F. Finklehoffe, Broadwa 


this week both his Equity job and | producer-writer, returned to his 





his presidency of the parent union, | hometown Sunday (20) with a flock | 


Associates Actors & Artistes of | of headliners to stage a benefit at 
America. However, he subsequent- | the Auditorium under the auspices 
ly agreed to continue in the latter of the Level Club for the United 
post, though on an inactive basis. | Jewish Appeal. The gate was over 


; : os | $50 ; 
The Massey group is compiling | 000 
Among the entertainers were 


i possibilities for the Equity | 

ace but ces yet porter aren Elia Logan (Mrs. Finklehoffe), who 
to settle on any singie candidate. | Caimie on” from the Coast; Basil 
Angus Duncan, son of Augustus | Rathbone, Jackie Gleason, Bert 
Duncan, vet actor and Equity’s| Wheeler, Jason the Magician. 
first vice-president, has been as- | Dolores Todd, Don Richards. EFddie 
sistant to Dullzell fer the last two Hanley, the Slate Bros. with Faye 
years. He’s filling in as tempor- | Carroll, David Nillo and Dancers. 
ary executive-secretary, and is a| Sammy Fain, Larry Daniels, Paul 
possibility fer permanent appoint-| Draper, Molly Picon, Joyce Robin- 
ment. However, there is some op- | son, Marshall Haley and “Struts 
position to him within the Equity Flash. 


council, yan a showdown tussle 

may resu't. ‘Ballads’ m B’ 
Continues B'way 

Surprise; Climbs 93 








Dulizell’s resignation has been 
accepted with regret by the coun- 
cil. He several times previously 
attempted to retire, but was always 
persuaded to reconsider. In this 
instance, however, he insisted that 
his age, about 73, and failing 
health made his departure impera- 
tive. 


Management of and participants 
in “Ballet Ballads” were 


In 5 Weeks to $15,500 


- ' 
excited 


| That's All There Is’ 
} New Haven, June 22. 
Maurice Bailey, operator of 
| the Shubert here, was asked 
- yeeently if he thought tele- 
| vision would have any effect 
| on legit. 
“None at all,” he replied 
quickly. “Everything that 
could possibly be done te legit 
| has alread been done. Tele- 
vision wilt just be another 
angle to some headache the 
living stage has already en- 
countered over the years.” 











Toot: Suit Riot Play, 
Closed by L.A. Police, 


To Get a Rehearmg 


Hollywood, June 22. 
Fate of “City of Angels.” John 
Bright play which opened a week 
‘ago at the Musart in Los Angeles 


| and was closed by the police vice 
'squad two days later, will be set- | 


| thed tomorrow (Wed.) by the police 
‘commission, which is meeting to 
| consider the situation. Play, which 
deals with zoot-suit Mexican youths 


jand their .treatment by the Los | 


| Angeles police department, in 
' which a cop is killed. was shuttered 
last Wednesday. night on the 
charge that the producer hadn't 
secured the meeessary permit to 
| open. 


Following invitation to Police 


Dullzell has been with Equity | 
since its inception in 1914, having 
been a well known vaudevillian be- | 
fore entering legit. He ‘ook over 
as virtual head when the late 
Frank Gillmore resigned to be- 
come head of the Four A’s under 
a reorganization of the talent | 
union setup. He has been under 
a doctor's care for years, having | 
a heart ailment which prevented 
him going to the Equity quariers | 
except for a few days weekly dur- | 


over last week’s continued increase | Capt. H. M. Lorenson te attend a 
in business, of the attraction and | special elosed performance tast 


‘indications are that the show will | Friday night (18), to see for him- 


i/span the summer on Broadway at 


the Music Box, where it moved 
after being produced by the Ex- 
perimental Theatre at the Elliott. 
For the first time the novelty show 


|operated profitably. takings hav- 
|ing climbed to $15,500 for its fifth 


week, or approximately 5 
more than the gross for the initial 
week when it graduated from ET 


ing some periods. | Status. . 
Wanted Younger Hands | “Ballads” is drawing repeaters. 
He felt unable to participate in It’s a three-part attraction of —_ 
current negotiations with the man- oe we ee ggmanetr " arta tra 
agers in light of expected contro- _— 7 pind *. preg 
versy with the New York showmen, | It’s understood that all in the com 
on the grounds of health and prob- | ?@9¥_are working at $60 weekly, 
ably inclination. Dulizell also felt | ‘pe Equity Bininen efit, may 
that the handling of Equity’s af- | * oaths at a noua poke Papen 
fairs should be assigned to younger | %¢ witimately scored. a ith 
hands. | the players will share, along wan 
It's understood that the coun- | the American National Theat: : 
cil proposed to increase Dullzell’s | 224 Academy. | LJ a pg 
salary last year, but he nixed the | $9.000 to operate > * $14 000 
idea. But he's eligible to a pen-  @ttraction's share of a . 
sion, a special pension fund hav- | 8'°SS. 
ing — aside about one year | 
ago. is attempted withdrawal as | ? 
head of the Four A’s wasn’t surpris- | ‘Lost Colony Pr eps For 
ing in light of decisions to be made | 
by the union, especially in respect | 
to the plan to merge alli talent 
unions into one. 





Raleigh, June 22. 


While the | 


Its Eighth Season 


| self whether the play should be 
closed or not and for which Loren- 


,son failed to show, the play re- 


|opened Saturday evening as an | 


| “invitation performance” and con- 
| tinued through tonight’s showing, 
‘free to anyone who shows up. 


$9.500 | Salaries, meanwhile, are being paid | 


_by the producer out of his own 
| pocket. 


ROME GETS MEDIUM’; 
| MELCHIOR’S BOFF TOUR 


Paris, June 15. 

Gian-Carlo Menotti flew to Rome 
| yesterday (14) to arrange for the 
| performances there of his operas, 
“The Medium” and “The Tele- 
/phone.”” Twin bill had a brilliant 
‘opening here June 3 at the Renais- 
sance, with excellent reviews. But 
j bie has been so-so, with producer 
Roger Eudes about breaking even, 
and run will end June 24. 

Paris is like N. Y. with 57th 
street’s longhair counterpart in the 
Champs Elysees. Met along latter 








street in one afternoon were Ed- | 


New Haven, June 22. 

Strawhat situation hereabouts 
‘has had a slight change of com- 
' plexion recently. Andrews Memo- 
‘rial theatre, operated at Clinton 
‘for the past two seasons by Sam 
Wasserman, is apparently out of 
‘this season’s picture. Litigation 
‘regarding pickup of 1948 option 
i tossed a pre-season monkey wrench 
|in the works and by the time the 
| legal boxing gloves were shelved, 
| it was too late to set things. An 
| attempt to sign up another opera- 
‘tor fell through and present status 
indicates enly an occasional special 
attraction. if any. 


; 
| 


28 and shift to a nime-week season. 
preeming with Mady Christians in 
|The Constant Wife” July 5. 
Milton Stiefel’s Ivoeryten Play- 
| house will open as planned July 5 
with Jean Caulfield and John 
Payne -m “Voice of the Turtle.” 
Second week gets Kay Francis in 
“The Last of Mrs. Cheyney” and 
third stanza brings Jackie Cooper 
|in “John Loves Mary.” 

Tentative plans of Jack Quinn, 
operator of Seuthbury Playhouse, 
'eall for a July 5 opening with “Per- 
|sonal Appearance” as vanguard of 
la nime-week sked. Original plans 
ito do “Charley’s Aunt” 
abandoned when play was with- 
|drawn from circulation because of 
| Ray Bolger’s forthcoming musical 
|version. Vale drama pref Frank 
| McMullan is aiding Quinn on pre- 
iseason details and will direct first 
three plays on the roster. 





|  Tamareck Playhouse Leased 
| Lake Pleasant. N. Y., June 22. 
' Leon Matevosian, 
' Alliance Co., Hollywood, has leased 
| the Tamareck Playhouse for the 
| 1948 season from Malcolm Atter- 
| bury, who operated the 417-seat 
theatre ior 11 seasons. Atterbury. 

owner of the Playhouse in Albany. 

and his wife, Ellen Hardies. will 
| appear this summer with Harry 
Young’s Brattleboro, Vt., straw- 
| hatter. Young served as director 
for Atterbury at the Playhouse the 
| past season. 

Matevosian, who has -rented the 

| Tamareck house on a flat basis, is 
| bringing several people with him 
from the Coast and recruiting the 
rest of the cast in New York. He 
will open July 2 and close Labor 
Day. Matevosian has directed in 
Hollywood. 
. Atterbury, who had offers for 
the Tamareck theatre from five 
men, is closing the adjoining club 
| this year. He built the theatre. 





Charles Viee Stevens 
Guilford, Conn., June 22. 
George Charles, stage manager 





It’s generally felt that George 
Heller, national executive-secre- 
tary of the American Federation of 
Radio Artists, will take over ac- 
tive leadership of the Four A’s 
and he’s in line to succeed to the 
presidency when Dullzell formally 
steps out. 


SHOWBOAT, MANNED BY 
STUDENTS, OHIO CLICK 


Columbus, O., June 22. 

Now playing a week's engage- 
ment in Charleston, W. Va., the 
showboat Majestic, manned by 
Kent State Univ. and Hiram Col- 
lege students, is pulling the audi- 
ences. Crowds have come aboard 
at every stop since the Majestic 
began its three-month cruise June 
7 at Point Pleasant, O. 

The floating repertoire ranges 
from “Ten Nights in a Barroom” to 
the contemporary “You Can't Take 
It With You.” Shows have been 
given at Point Pleasant, Leon, 
Redhouse, Buffalo, Nitro = and 
Charleston. After the latter city 
the Majestic will steam up to 
Montgomery, then back down the 
Kanawha River and up the Ohio 
to East Liverpool and back, ending 
the cruise Sept. 15 at Cincinnati. 

Project is under the direction of 
Prof. Harry G. Wright of Kent 
State, who coaches his deckhand- 
actors on the side and is general 
handyman. 


Skulnik’s 2 Musicals 


Menasha Skulnik, Yiddish legit 
coniedy star, has been contracted 
for the Second Avenue theatre, 
N. Y., which William Rolland re- 
cently bought and will operate as 
a Yiddish musical comedy house. 

Skulnik will direct and star in 
two modern American - Yiddish 
musicals next season for Rolland. 








With all members of the cast 
i/now on Roanoke Island, Paul 
Green’s symphonic drama, “The 
Lost Colony,” is set for the open- 
ing of its eighth season at the 
Waterside theatre July 1. Samuel 
Selden, who has directed the show 
since its premiere 11 years ago, and 
author Green, are present for the 
rehearsals. 

A preliminary rehearsal and 
casting of Roanoke Islanders who 
have roles in the production was 
held. Initial rehearsals are being 
conducted in the gymnasium of the 
Manteo High School, but soon the 
seene will be shifted to the Water- 
side theatre. 

“The Lost Colony” company this 
year is made up of 237 persons. 
A number of professional actors 
from New York have roles in the 
play. “The Lost Colony” chorus, 
made up of 28 singers from the 
Westminster Choir College, Prince- 
ton, N. J., arrived on Roanoke 
Island June 17, to begin rehearsa's. 


_ MacMahon to Stanford 


San Francisco, June 22. 

Aline MacMahon and Whitford 
Kane will be “artists-in-residence” 
this summer with the Stanford 
Univ. plavers, at Palo Alito. Theo- 
dore Marcuse, a Stanford grad 
who was in the cast of Katharine 
Cornell's revival of “Antony and 
Cleopatra” last winter, will be a 
junior “artist-in-residence.”’ Clar- 
ence Derwent will be a guest “ar- 
tist’ for Stanford's production of 
“The Rivals.” Actors have “artist” 
tag because’ they teach, or attend 
seminars, in addition to thesping. 

Lee Simonson has donated his 
collection of designs, sketches and 
color drawings for the¢tre produc- 
‘tion to the Stanford speech and 
drama department. It includes 
more than 500 items of the scenic 
designer's work, plus numerous 
— on stage design and produc- 
ion. 











ward Johnson, Sol Hurok, Pierre for “Finian’s Rainbow,” was signed 


Kurtz, Yehudi Menuhin, Doris 
_Doree and Sam Chotzinoff. Mel- 
'chior flew over from London for a 
| weekend. His concert tour is a 
terrific suecess, from June 10 
through July 4 he will have given 
'16 concerts, besides making a per- 
‘sonal appearance when “This Time 
‘for Keeps” (M-G) preems in Lon- 
| don June 28. Melchior flies to N. Y. 
\from England July 8 for concerts 
|at Robin Hood Dell, Philadelphia, 
July 12, and Lewisohn Stadium. 


| Monteux, Lauritz Melchior, Efrem 
} 


N. Y., July 15, then to Hollywood | 


for a special sequence in a new 
film with Van Johnson. 


EAST HAMPTON’S ‘STRINGS’ 


East Hampton, N. Y., June 22. 

“Arrangement with Strings.” 
new play by Michael Hutton, will 
be tried out during August at the 
John Drew theatre here. 

Author wrote “Power Without 
Glory,” presented last winter on 
Broadway. 


Longhair Shorts 


Igor Buketoff, now conducting 
the operas “The Medium” and “The 
Telephone” in Paris, has been ap- 
pointed conductor of the Fort 
Wayne Philharmonic Orchestra. 
He’s returning to U. S., June 30, 
for his new ‘post. William 
Kapell, soloist at Lewisohn Sta- 
dium, tomorrow (Thurs.), leaves 
July 10 for a two-month tour of 
South America, his second Latino 
trip Nathan Milstein netted 
$15,000 June 6 for benefit of 
World Jewish Congress by his vio- 
lin recital at Covent Garden, Lon- 
don, and $5,000 for Haganah by his 
June 10 recital in Paris . Gastone 
Usigli will conduct orch and 
chorus for Carmel’s (Cal.) annual 

















Bach Festival July 19-25. 


_ by Lewis Harmon as resident stage 
| director at Chapel Playhouse here. 
| Charles replaces Robert Stevens. 
| who was released when offered a 
| directorship at CBS television. 





Illinois’ Tent Show Opens 
Chicago, June 22. 
Tent Show Theatre, Deerfield. 
Ill., opened June 21 and will run 
| through Labor Day. H. M. Rogers, 
| who will run Equity house, has 
| been using the same company to 
| ive college performances. — 
First play is “Blithe Spirit.” 





Lake Zurich's Fourth Season 
Lake Zurich, Wis., June 22. 
Fourth season of the Lake Zurich 
Playhouse here, starts June 23. 
Bella D. Itkin returns as director 
for the third season. Lee Travis 
returns as head designer. : 
First production is “Yes, My 
Darling Daughter,” to be followed 
by “Angel Street” June 30. 





Berkshire Skeds Tryout 
Stockbridge, Mass., June 22. 
__A tryout of a play with music. 
“Coming Thro’ the Rye,” and guest 
appearances by_ Florence Reed, 
Peggy Wood, Mady Christians. 
_ Thornton Wilder, Care! Stone, 
| Katharine Alexander, Muriel Kirk- 
\land and Oscar Karlweis, have 
| been scheduled by William Miles 
for an 11-week season at the Berk- 
shire Playhouse in Stockbridge. 
Strawhatter opens June 21, with 
| Wilder in his own Pulitzer winner, 
“Skin of Our Teeth.” Miss Stone 

will guest with the dramatist. 
Then follow: “John Loves Mary” 
| (no _Suest); “Coming Thro’ the 
Rye (by Warren Munsell, Jr., and 
featuring Arthur Kent and Edith 
Fellows in-an opus about the 
Scotch poet, Robert Burns): “The 
Intimate Strangers” (starring 
Muriel Kirkland); “I Like It Here” 
‘in which Karlweis will make his 
Berkshire debut); “The Torch- 
bearers” (with Miss Reed): “Little 
Women” (with Miss Alexander); 











| At Guilford’s Chape! Playheuse. | 
' producer Lewis Harmon had to kill | 
off his tentative opening of June | 


of Theatre | 


Atterbury Leases House to Coaster 








Changes in Conn. Strawhat Scene; 


“Ned McCobb’s Daughter” (with 
Miss Wood), and three additional 
plays yet to be announced. ; 

Resident company will comprise 
Kendall Clark. Mary Wickes, Bessie 
Busley, . Virginia Dillon, John 
Straub. Eleanor Wilson, Thurston 
Holmes, Mary Jackson, Madeleine 
Clive, Amy Douglass. Ralph Fry, 
Edward Andrews, Barbara Brady, 
Joe E. Marks. Katherine Meskill, 
Lenka Peterson, William Roerick, 
Helen Shields, Pat Papert, Judson 
Laire, Jo Hurt and Maurice Wells. 
James Russel) will do the stage 
settings: George Neiman, the light- 
ing, and Sarah Hodges, the cos- 
tume supervision. 





Preps Strawhatters 
Toronto, June 22. 
Abstaining from any summer 

layoff Brian Deherty, Toronto 

lawyer who brought over the Dub- 
lin Gate troupe this season, has 
assembled his Strawhat Players 
and will operate a wheel to in- 
etude such resort centers in the 
Torento area as Barrie, Graven- 
hurst. Huntsville. Port Carling 
and Beaverton: Town halls and 
high sehool auditoriums will be 
ised. plus the large dance pavilion 
at Barric where several thousand 
Army and Air Foree men are in 


Doirerty 


had to be , training. 


Doherty secured from the Can- 
adian postal authorities the home 
addresses of all cottage owners in 
these areas. who range from Flor- 
ida to California. They are now 
being bombarded with direet-mail 
advertisimg prior to their summer 
stay nm Canada. 





Denver's New Artists 
Denver, June 22. 

The Artists Repertory Theatre, 
a new strawhat, will start a 10 
week season of stock here. with 
different stars each week, and with 
two new shows toward the end of 
the season. The Phipps audi- 
torium, Denver, will be used for 
four nights and one matinee each 
week. with the cast moving to 
Colorado Springs for two nights in 
the city auditorium. 

Jane Cow! opens the season July 
1 with “The First Mrs. Frazer”; 
“Dracula” will star Bela Lugosi 
the seeond week: Sylvia Sidney 
follows in “Kind Lady”; July 22 
will bring Martha Scott, Charles 
Ruggles and Harry Carey, Jr., in 
“Our Town”; then Yvonne De 
Carlo in “She Loves Me Not.” 

“Strictly Dishonorable” will star 
Edmund Lowe; Julie Hayden, Tony 
Ross and Tom Drake will be in 
“Glass Menagerie”; Gertrude Nie- 
sen will star in “Personal Appear- 
ance”; Luise Rainer will head the 
cast in a new play, “Circle of 
Chalk,” and to close, a new musi- 
cal comedy, “Sounds Like Music,” 
with a cast of 50. will be presented, 
after which the show is slated to 
move to New York. 
_ Elitch summer stock will open 
its 59th year with “Rebound,” 
with other plays to follow being 
“The Swan,” “All My Sons,” “An- 
other Part of the Forest,” “Dream 
Girl.” The season will close with 
“Voice of the Turtle.” Norris 
Houghton will direct. 





Cain Park’s 11th Season 
Cleveland, June 22. 

Eleventh summer season of Cain 
Park's municipally-operated straw- 
hatter got off Friday (18) with 
“Blossom Time” as the first of 10 
outdoor productions. 

Shows scheduled under Dina 
Rees Evans’ general direction in 
the 3,500-seated amphitheatre .are 
“Lady in the Dark,” June 29; “Lute 
Song.” July 6; “I Remember 
Mama,” July 13; “Babes in Toy- 
tand,” July 20; “Riddle of Love,” 
July 27; “Pygmalion,” Aug. 3: 
“Knickerbocker Holiday,” Aug. 10; 
“Taming of Shrew,” Aug. 17: 
“Chimes of Normandy,” Aug. 24. 
each one for five-day runs. 

“Riddie of Love,” being tried out 
here, is new play written by Mau- 
rice Valency, professor of com- 
parative literature at Columbia 
Univ. Based on an old Chinese 
legend about an Oriental princess. 
comedy was originaily dubbed 
“The Reluctant Virgin.” Cain 
Park’s conservative producers 
thought title was too suggestive 
and suggested it be changed. 

With an eye on play's Broadway} 
possibilities, author started a con- 
troversy by insisting that the 
original monicker be used. Only 
concession he would make is that 
comedy might be billed as “Riddle 
of Love—the Reluctant Virgin,” 
but director is a bit dubious about 
it. Valency also wrote “Thraciar 
Horses,” a costume farce adapte« 
from a Euripedes classic, whic’ 
was produced by the Clevelan: 
Playhouse about four years ago. 
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Angels Takmg Flight in Govt. Tax 


Dent. Stand on 


Preparations for new produc-¢ 


Show Partnerships 





tions due in 1948-49 are reported 
progressing. But the contention 
ef the Internal Revenue Dept. 
whereby iimited partnerships 
should be classified as corpora- 
tions is looked on as a threat to 
managerial activities, and if up- 
held would drastically reduce the 
number of shows during the new 
season. Most attractions on Broad- 
way are financed by limited part- 
nership setups, claimed to be a 
proper business method by show 
business iegalites despite the 
present opposite opinion of federal 
tax men. 

Last week the managers huddled 
on the problem in the offices of 
the League of New York Theatres 
and special cewnsel was retained. 
Appointed to that assignment is 
Randolph Paul, an attorney rated 
well versed in Revenue’s tax pro- 
cedure. Paul was formerly adviser 
te the Collector of Internal Rev- 
enue in Washington. ‘Test case, 
that ef ‘“Junier Miss,” may not be 
reached for some time, but in the 
interim those who invest in shows 
want to be more confident that 
they will not face tax assessments 
in two or three years from now 
en attractions dated for the com- 
ing season. 

Subject to Cancellation 

Some well-known production in- 
vestors were committed to pur- 
chase-interests in forthcoming at- 
tractions before the tax muddle 


arose, but are going slow now par- | 


ticipating in the backing of other 
new shows, number of which is 
increasing almost daily. Designs 
are being made for stage settings 
and costumes but comparatively 
few actual contracts for produc- 
tions are said to have been signed. 
Dates have been set for tryouts 
and even Broadway premieres but 
are subject to cancellation. 

Showmen contend that the 
“fingering of show business” by 
the tax commissioner is incon- 
sistent. Government is benefited 
by admission taxes on all shows 
and income taxes are paid by pro- 
ducers, theatre operators, authors, 
accessary firms and all others con- 
cerned, so any move that would 
crimp theatrical activity would ad- 
versely affect the government. For 
the government to put a limit on 
the amount of possible loss any 
backer may charge off in tax re- 
turns is regarded as interference, 
such as not applied to other busi- 
nesses. 

If limited partnerships are 
placed in the same category as 
corporations, backers of shows 
would be allowed to charge off not 
more than $1,000 in losses for any 
one show and the rub is that they 
would be assessed for investments 
made in previous seasons within 
the statute of limitations. In addi- 
tion, there would be a corporate 
tax of 38% on each production, 
crimping the chances of profits. 


DELMAR PACTS ROTH 
FOR ‘DAISY’ MUSICAL 


. Hollywood, June 22. 

Lillian Roth was signed by Harry 
Delmar to star in “Fresh As a 
Daisy” on Breadway this fall. 

Delmar, whose last Main Stem 
show was “Follow the Girls,” star- 
ring Gertrude Niesen, will produce 
and direct the revue. 


Guild Sets Mpls. Sked_ 


Minneapolis, June 22. 

Launching its drive for sub- 
scribers for the 1948-49 season at 
the Lyceum here, the N. Y. Thea- 
tre Guild-American Theatre So- 
ciety announces its offerings will 
be “The Winslow Boy,” “Allegro,” 
“The Play's the Thing” and “Com- 
Mand Decision.” 

Subscription cost is same as this 
Season—$14 tep for four plays, 
ing tax and 50c. membership 








fee, 


| 
Hayman Back te B’way 
With ‘Mansions’ Melo 
Clifferd Hayman, producer of 
“Unele Harry,” who has been on 
the Ceast as production assistant 
at Eagle Lion, is back in New 
York, with a new play, “Brank- 
mere Mamsion,” a melodrama by 
Denison Clift, which he plans to 
produce in the fall. Hayman, 
nephew of Max Gordon, is head- 
quartering in the latter's offices. 
Casting will start in August, 
with Binnie Barnes and John 
Emery reported interested in roles. 


Gaither Lays Blame On 
‘Approval’ Nix to Author 
& Actors ‘Gone Berserk’ 


Recent flop of the Gant Gaither 
revival of Frederick Lonsdale’s 
“On Approval” is blamed by the 
producer on his inability to do the 
comedy in the stylized, tongue-in- 








letter to backers last week he held 
‘the author chiefly responsible. 
| According te Gaither, he and his 
original directer, Lex Richards, 
fagreed on doing the play in a 
lightly comic style. They were also 
iin agreement on replacing, after 
| the first day’s rehearsal, the juve 
jlead. However, he asserts, this was 
|not done because of Lonsdale’s 
“unsolicited” arrival from Londen, 
with author insisting on juve’s re- 
tention, it’s claimed. 

Meanwhile, Gaither says, the 
cast had rebelled against Richards’ 
youth “and inability to point to a 


ments.” He himself let the actors 
get away with this, the producer 
concedes, and thus rendered the 
director's “position inmsupportable 
throughout rehearsals.” 

He declares that Richards, never- 


rained dewn upon him by a com- 
pany gone .berserk through having 
been given their heads in the mat- 
ter of how they would or would 
not act. In this, he was biding his 
time until performances began, at 
which point the players would 
automatically look te him for 
help.” 
‘Whole Thing A Bore’ 

As Gaither describes the situa- 
‘tion, enough of Richards’ touch re- 
‘mained to win excellent notices in 
|New Haven. But he says that Lons- 
\dale was responsible for the hiring 

of Lothar Mendes to take over the 
‘staging from Richards, and that 
thereafter the performance steadily 
| deteriorated. The Boston notices 
‘were inferior to these in New 
|Haven and, when the show finally 





|reached Chicago, “the opening was — 


|dismal” and “the whole thing was 
‘a bore.” The producer posted the 
‘notice the next day before even 
| reading the reviews, he reports. 
Gaither sums up his letter with 
‘the following three resolutions: 
“1. To ‘incorporate’ the investors 
‘once production has begun, and to 
‘consider myself the one to be 
‘gratified; as it is on the basis of 


cheek manner he intended. In a, 


long list ef prier directorial assign- | 


theless, “withstood the humiliation — 


MANAGERS MULL 
RULE GHINGES 


| First huddle between legit man- 
agers and Equity to negotiate re- 
visions of the basic agreement was 
held Monday (21). Equity delega- 
tion of 15, headed by their attor- 
ney Rebecca Brownstein, did not 
inciude co-chairman Paul Dulizell, 
executive secretary-treasurer of the 
_actors union, who resigned because 
| of illness. Among the reports about 
Equity demands was one that in 
|addition to material increases in 
minimum pay, the actors were ask- 
ing for changes in the rules, 
claimed unprecedented in shew 
| business. Producer Brock . Pem- 
'berton said the demands “show 
| great imagination, ingenuity and 
inventiveness.” 

One proposal was said te provide 
,that Equity deputies, who are 
actors, cannet be dismissed except 
with the okay of a special arbitra- 
tion board. Rules heretofore pro- 
vide for a two-weeks’ notice of 
withdrawal by either actor or 
manager, unless the player has a 
run-of-the-play contract. Whether 
the five-day probationary period at 
‘the start of rehearsals, during 
which cast replacements may be 
‘made without salary liability, is 
proposed, was not certain. 

That such preposals would meet 
resistance from the managers was 
certain, although it’s pessible that 
most of the actors’ demands will 
be moderated. Suggested minimum 
on Broadway would be $75 instead 
of the present $60 and $100 weekly 
on the road. One proposal said to 
be on the Equity agenda is doubling 
the pay for rehearsals, present rate 
being $25 weekly, same going for 
the chorus. Equity invited sugges- 
tions for changing the contract 
regulations from the membership 
and the committee was flooded 
‘with proposals. But how many 
were eliminated was not indicated. 
| Equity group had hoped that 
‘contract issues would be settled 
Monday without negotiation, but 
‘session ended with managers say- 
ing they needed time to consider 
the demands. Next huddle is set 
for next Monday (28). 


Combined Action 
Vs. Censor Bill 


Under pressure from entertain- 
‘ment and civic groups, the Cun- 
ningham censorship bill was re- 
‘turned to committee yesterday 
(Tues) by the New York City 
‘Council. Indications are that the 
measure will be reconsidered by 
‘the committee in August, with pub- 
lic hearings before it is again put 
'to committee vote. 

The measure, first introduced a 
couple cf months age by Edward 
J. Cunningham, Democratic coun- 
_cilman from the Bronx, would em- 
power the city license commis- 
sioner to take action against any 
‘allegedly obscene show or show- 
advertising without specific court 
sanction. It was condemned by 
Benjamin Fielding, whe is about to 
retire as license commissioner, and 
Patrick Meehan, deputy commis- 








my judgment that money has been cioner 


entrusted to me; 

| “2. At the first insurgence of an 
‘actor to my director er to myself, 
to replace that actor; 

| “3. Where an author wholly op- 
peses my concept of his play—on 
‘which pretext I have accepted the 
| investors’ money—to stop produc- 
tion.” He signs the communication 
‘with profound apologies.” 


Added Strawhat 


The following summer theatre, 
not previously listed, is among 
‘those slated to operate this season. 
It will be non-Equity. 
f NEW YORK 
New York City: Hudson Guild 








Players; Thomas Luce Summa. 
‘W. 27th st., N. Y. 





| <A delegation representing thea- 

_tre, literary and newspaper inter- 
ests attended yesterday’s council 
session, after trying to see Vin- 
cemt R. Impellitteri, acting mayor 
(im the absence of Mayor William 
O'Dwyer) and president of the 
council. Those present included 
members of the casts of all cur- 
rent Broadway shows, plus spokes- 
men for various theatre and civic 

_ organizations. 

A week before, another delega- 
tien met with Joseph T. Sharkey, 
chairman of the council's welfare 
committee, which previously re- 
ported out the bill favorably. He 
‘is reported to have assured the 
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-Pomt Up Irony of House Closing 


For Refusal to Try ‘Open Legit’ Plan 
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_Chodorov’s ‘Chicago’ To 
Get Under Way in August 
Casting on “Signor Chicago,” 
Edward Chodorov's comedy of life 
in a small Italian town, will start 
in August, on the return of pro- 
ducer Edward A. Choate from his 
|honeymoon. Producer is being 
| married today (Wed.) te Jane Ann 
| Shirk. 
| Comedy is an adaptation of an 
|original by Quintero, translated 
| from the Italian by Granville Bar- 
| ker and wife. 
| 


‘Annie’ Gets $2,068,000 
In 38 Weeks on Read; 
“Okla.” $1,444,727 in 4 


“Annie Get Your Gun,” ending 
its Coast engagements Saturday 
(26) when the musical will have 
completed four weeks at the Opera 
House, San Francisco, has grossed 
$2,068,000 in 38 weeks on the road, 
net including the current week's 
takings. Meantime, the original 
“Annie,” in its third year, is still 
one of the top grossers on Broad- 
way, exceeded only by “inside 
U.S.A...” a spring revue entrant. 
“Oklahoma!” is the other sensa- 
tional road grosser and in 41 weeks 
the takings were $1,444,727. That 
figure does not include the tak- 
ings of “Oklahoma!” company 
which left Broadway recently after 
establishing a new musical run 
record and is now cleaning up in 
| Boston. 

“Annie” will break its eastward 
jump from Frisco by playing six 
performances in Denver next week, 
then start a repeat engagement in 
Chicago starting July 5. At that 
time Mary Martin will have been 
replaced by Joan Edwards. Broad- 
way (Imperial) “Annie” is now ex- 
pected to extend well into the 
1948-49 period. Ethel Merman, 
the original Annie Oakley, will go 
on vacation for about six weeks, 
Mary Jane Walsh taking over, the 
arrangement being the same as last 
+ summer. 
| “Oklahoma!” will reach the fifth 
\year on the road next October. The 











{ 


for the third time and both com- 
|panies are slated to tour through 
| the new season. In the 52 weeks 
| from June 1, '46, to the same date 
in ‘47, the takings of “Oklahoma!” 
totaled $2,113,811. Top gross for 
eight performances was $119811 
at Oklahoma City, while the mu- 
sical got over $90,000 in Des 
Moines. 5 


London Gets Brace of OK 
Shows; Amaya Group Clicks 


London, June 22. 

London got a brace of good 
shows within the past week. Car- 
men Amaya’s gypsy dancers, open- 
ing at the Princes last Tuesday 
|(15), were wildly acclaimed by a 
,half-Spanish audience, with Miss 
/Amaya and her sisters Antonia 
and Leonora scering individual 
|hits. “All My Sens” transferred 
Wednesday (16) from the Lyric, 
Hammersmith, to the Globe, with 
‘Joseph Calleia repeating his orig- 
,inal success, and the press gen- 
/erally favorable. 

| “A La Carte,” a Firth Shepherd 
'production, which opened at the 
‘Savoy Thursday (17), is a witty, 
topical revue starring Hermione 
| Baddeley and Henry Kendall. Show 
'was splendidly received, with Cap- 
pella and Patricia scoring emphat- 
ically, and looks surefire. “Cage 
Me a Peacock,” opening at the 
Strand Friday (18), is_a diverting, 
‘satirical musical adapted by Noel 
ey from his on novel. 








|past season included some dates. 


¢ “Harvey,” with Frank Fay, is 


/now in its sixth week at the Na- 
tional, Washington, establishing a 
run record there, and now two 
more weeks have been extended 
to the engagement. Comedy has 
drawn sensational grosses, some 


weeks the takings having topped 
$27,000. Last week's (fifth) count 
of around $24,000 was regarded as 
remarkable by showmen. Eight- 
week run is longest in theatre's 
histery , 


With “Harvey” slated to close 
July 10 at the National, the house 
has three open weeks before the 
Aug. 15 deadline for its switch to 
a film policy. Max Gorden is pre- 
paring te book “Born Yesterday” 
‘there for that period. The Garson 
/Kanin comedy, new playing to 
| about $14,000 weekly at the Ly- 
‘ceum, N. Y., is figured likely to 
|gress as much as $24,000 a week 
for the three-week stand at the Na- 
tional, after which it would be re- 
turned to Broadway to resume its 
run at the Lyceum. 

“Harvey's” stay and outstanding 
business is regarded as the more 
important because it emphasizes 
hew valuable a stand Washington 
is and the fact that the capital will 
soon book no more legit shows, 
because of actions by Equity and 
the Dramatists Guild. It’s likely 
that discussion on same will arise 
during the current negotiations 
between the managers and actors 
| for a new contract. When the pact 
was revised last summer Equity 
insisted on stipulating that actors 
\need not play D. C. unless the 
| segregation ban was lifted. 

Washingtonians are fully aware 
of the situation and the idea of 
using the Belasco there instead for 








heading “Dividing the blame,” the 
scribe said no ene has noted what 


up 
| Heiman, operator of the National, 
(Continued on page 44) 


Pittsburgh, June 22. 

New play, “Man With the Pink 
Slip,” by Howard Newman, legit 
p.a. who is doing publicity here 
this summer for Civic Light Opera 
Co. at Pitt Stadium, is being tried 
out this week by Little Theatre in 
nearby Wheeling, W. Va. Drama 
was first presented in Londen 
under the title of “The Man From 
the Ministry” and authership was 
then credited to Madelaine Bing- 
ham. It ram im English capital fer 
\nearly eight months. Newman 
adapted it from Miss Bingham’s 
script into present form. 
He and Moe Hack own the 
| American rights to the piece and 
are working with an eye on a 
Broadway production next season. 


“Jeffreys in ‘Widow’ For 
‘Ist of 5 LA. Alfrescos 


Los Angeles, June 22. 

| Amne Jeffreys heads the cast of 
“The Merry Widew,” first of the 
‘five musical shows to be staged 
‘during the 10-week season at the 
Greek theatre, opening July 5. 
|Supporting in the opener will be 
| Raymond Walburn, Roger Dann, 
|Paul Valentine, Frances McCann 
‘and Billy Griffith. 











Lang} 
‘group that he would assume re- Yyonne Donlan scored a personal; Other shows lined up are “The 
Cun- | success in the show, which is color- Vagabond King,” “Anything Goes,” 


: _sponsibility for persuading 
| Blayhouse; Company of the P ‘eer? to withdraw the measure. fy] and original. Warmly received, | “Music in the Air” and “The Stu- 
ident Prince.” 


«Continued on page 44) 


bit looks good boxoffice. 
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‘Shoes’ Backers Doing Nicely Despite 
Musical’s Lawsuits, Producer Scraps 


Although “High Button Shoes” + Ege 
has b b by legal lica- | 
tions and producer bickering since | LONGHAIR AND SKATES | 
before the opening last October, it | FOR ST ~ P AUL SE ASO 
Ld J 


is proving no headache to the back- 
ers. The musical at the Shubert, | St. Paul, June 22. | 
N.Y., will have earned back its orig-' Annual season of pop concerts | 
inal production cost by next week, |here, combining symphonic music | 
its 28th on Broadway, and the | with ice-skating features, will open | 
backers will get the balance of | July 17. There will be 22 programs | 
their investment within a couple | Wednesdays, Fridays and Satur- | 
of weeks later. |days in the Auditorium. Joseph | 
The musical cost a trifle over; Wagner, of the Duluth Symphony 
$177,000 to bring into New York, ; Orchestra, will direct the first four 
including $13,000 lost on the road | weeks of the season and Leo Kopp, 
tryout, but excluding $21,000 put |St. Paul Civic Opera Co. conduc- 
up as bonds to various unions. It | tor, will take over Aug. 11. 
opened Oct. 9 at the Century, N.Y.,,; The concerts are sponsored by 
and grossed at the rate of $42,000 the St. Paul Civic Opera Co., St. 
a week, of which the theatre’s Paul Figure Skating Club, the city 
share was about $12,000 and the! department of education and the 
company’s end $30,000. With a St. Paul Musicians’ Assn. Part of 
running nut of $23,000, the show |the sitting is at tables where re- 
was earning about $7,000 a week freshments, liquid and otherwise, 
operating profit. 'may be purchased and consumed 
Since moving to the smaller- during the show. 
capacity Shubert, the Monte’ 
Proser-Joseph Kipness production | 


he b R larly ing | ¢ ? 
has been regularly grossing 2 / ‘Show Boat’ to Feature 





















Earl Carroll 


Continued from page 2 


federal district atttorney and the 
police investigated and Carroll was 
charged with violation of the then 
prohibition law. He could have 





taken a plea for disorderly con- | 


duct and paid a moderate fine but 
insisted that there was no viola- 
tion of the dry law. Convicted of 
perjury, Carroll was sentenced to 


one year and a day in the federal | 


pen at Atlanta but was freed after 
four months and 11 days. 

Carroll resumed production ac- 
tivities on Broadway and changed 
the revue pace, presenting in 1929 
a costly operetta flop called 
“Fioretta,” backed by a Mrs. Pen- 
nington. 


fact that the cast had Fannie Brice. 
Leon Erroll, Lionel Atwill and 
Savoy and _ Brennan. Dorothy 


Knapp was then his favorite show- | 


girl and he put her in the lead at 
$1,000 weekly. Result was a quar- 
rel with the backer who sued the 
manager but then discontinued 
suit. Prominent players who ap- 
peared in “Vanities” and “Sketch- 
book” or who became show busi- 


ness names included W. C. Fields, | 
Patsy 


Ted Healy, Milton Berle, 
Kelly, Julius Tannen, Jimmy Savo, 
Will Mahoney, Herb Williams, Bill 
Demarest. 


Something like $300,000 | 
was lost in that show despite the | 


| i 10,000 d | 
ee shiars chars tala $28,000. | Utah U. Theatre F est 


With the running expense still | 
$23,000, the operating net has been | 
a steady $5,000. The amonunt re- 
paid to the backers now amounts 
to about $120,000. And with an 
additional sum in bonds and cash 
reserve, the entire production out- 
lay is almost regained, and the final 
balance will soon be distributed 
to the investors. | 
Chi Company OK, Too } 
The Chicago company, capital- | 
ized at $150,000, actually cost about 
$111,000 to produce, as Kipness, 
(who handled it by himself during | 
Proser’s absence on the Coast) was 
able to effect economies on vari- 
ous items, although the salary list , 
is virtually the same as for the} 
arigina! cast. The weekly gross at 
the Great Northern, Chicago, is 
running a consistent $38,000 and 
with a nut of $32,000 (including the 
theatre rental), the weekly operat- | 
ing net is about $6,000. 


Meanwhile, an estimated $400 a! 


| 


week is being deposited in escrow | 
(effective since last October) to | 
cover payment of the arbitration) 
award won by Mary Hunter in her | 
breach-of-contract claim against the | 
producers. Also, a damage suit by | 
Mack Sennett is pending in the | 
courts for the show’s alleged un-— 
authorized use of his name.- 
Finally, Proser and Kipness have | 
been at odds since before the pro- 
duction went into rehearsal; and 
the two are now pursuing separate | 
plans with future productions. 
EERE FeO ner: a NEON 


(ADVERTISEMENT) 


Seah aaa 
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SEALED PROPOSALS will be received 
by the Federal Works Agency, Wash- 
ington, D. C., up to 2:00 o'clock, P.M., 
.Eastern Daylight Savings Time, July 1, 
1948, and then opened publicly, to lease 
the Belasco Theater Building, Washing- 
ton, LD. C., except the fifth floor, that 
portion of the fourth floor containing 
approximately 2,125 sq. ft. and located 
immediately in front of the storage loft 
over the stage, and that portion of the 
basement containing approximately 700 
sq. ft. and lying sowth of the main south 
wall of the building, which are reserved 
to the United States and to which there 
are direct means of access from the ad- 
joining Treasury Department Annex No. 
1, for a term of years commencing on 
September 1, 1948, and ending on August 
31, 1958: PROVIDED that if the Con- 
gress shall appropriate funds for the 
consiruction of a new building on the 


| Inside Stuff—Legit 


Wood Soanes, w.k. Coast drama critic, covered the recent one-night 
San Francisco appearance of Brock Pemberton in “Harvey” and rated 
‘his performance over that of Frank Fay of the original cast and Joe E. 
| Brown, who starred in the road company. Said Soanes in the Oakland 
'(Cal.) Tribune: “Just why Pemberton never thought of himself in the 
‘role of Elwood Dowd (lead part) must remain one of the theatre’s 
I’ve seen in the role to date, he does 
it certainly should get him at least an 
. . . he did a fine job of work as an 


| mysteries, because of the men 
more justice to it than any... 
honorary senior card in Equity 
' actor.” 

Adding that Mary Chase, author of the comedy, injected some bitter 
comment on modes and manners into it, the critic wrote that “it 
came through for the first time’’ when the manager-actor played 
the part. 





A dozen or more managers and agents in addition to Broadway box- 
office men are working at the N. Y. racetracks and the trotting meeting 
at Westbury, L. I. Such employment is summer fill-in jobs mostly in 

' selling admission tickets, rather than at the pari-mutual betting win- 
dows. Pay is $12 per day for selling tickets and the jobs are in de- 
|;mand. There are similar but fewer jobs at the Lewisohn Stadium, 
where longhair concerts have started in the open. Harry Benson is 
again manager of the Stadium and Lep Solomon is in charge of the 
ticket offices. 





} 

Treasurers and Ticket Sellers union at annual election last week 
|renamed Walter O’Connor, president; Charles Bowman, vice-prez; 
| James Murphy, secretary-treasurer and Morris Seamon, business agent. 
| For the council: Lewis Harris (third term), Willie Joe Harris, George 
Handy, John Farrell, Thomas Burke and Herman Leins, the latter 
two being newly-elected. 


| 





More than 9,000 free tickets to 62 Broadway shows were distributed 
| during the 1947-48 season by managers to unemployed actors, it was 
| disclosed last week by Terese Hayden, chairman of the Equity ticket 
|committee. List of the shows and managements involved were sent to 
the managers by the committee, with a note of thanks. 


lbe held to 65G, about half of what 


Salt Lake City, June 22. 


The University theatre has an- | 
nounced signing of leads for its | 
forthcoming summer festival pres- | 
entation of “Show Boat.” Kenneth | 


‘Spencer will play Joe; Peggy Engel, | 
| Magnolia; 
'venel, and Gale Page, Julie. 


Ra- | 
No) 
deal yet for the part of Captain | 
Andy. Heinz Roemheld will be mu- | 
sical director and Nenette Charisse 
will handle the dances. C. Lowell | 
Lees will direct. 


“Show Boat” will be put on at} 
the Univ. of Utah Stadium, with a | 
seating capacity of 10,000. Tix will | 
be sealed from $3.60 down to 75c. | 
Performances are slated for July | 
14-17, 21-24 and 27. “Midsummer | 
Night’s Dream” will be presented 
July 18-20, 25-26. 

By using the stage, lights, sound 
system and seats of last year’s 
“Promised Valley,” total budget 
for the two shows is expected to 


Richard Charles, 


the nut would be otherwise. Plans 
call for the Utah Symphony Orch- 
estra to handle the musical chores. 





Continued from page 43 jaa 


Subsequently, the council laid it 
over for this week’s session, but 
still made no arrangements for a 
public hearing on it. 


*What’s in a Name’ 


In announcing his intention of 
introducing the bill in council, 
Cunningham revealed some time 
ago that the measure was specifi- 
cally aimed at “The Respectful 
Prostitute,” the Jean-Paul Sartre 
one-act drama which New Stages 
produced originally at its Green- 
wich Village theatre and subse- 
quently moved uptown to the Cort. 
However, in his letter of explana- 
tion to the dailies, the Bronx coun- 
cilman referred to the play as “The 
Respectable Prostitute,” appar- 
ently indicating that he had not 
seen it and was not familiar with 
its subject matter. Objection, ap- 








site of the Belasco Theater Building dur- 
ing the term of the lease, the Govern- 
ment shall have the right to cancel the 
lease on one year’s notice in writing; 


PROVIDED FURTHER that at the ex- | 


piration of the first five years of the term 
of the lease, the Government shall have 
the right to cancel the lease for any 
cause whatsoever on one year’s notice 


in writing. All proposals must be accom- 


panied by the required deposit and must 
be submitted on the form of proposal] 
which may be obtained in Room 7028 of 


the Federaa Works Agency Building, 19th 
and “F"’ Streets, N. W., Washington, 
dD. Cc. The Federal Works Agency re- 
serves the right to reject any or all pro- 
posals, and to waive any informality in 
proposals received when such rejection 
or Waiver is in the interest of the United 
States. If more than one proposal be 
offered by any one party, by, or in the 
name of his or their clerk, partner, agent, 
or other person, all such proposalg may 
be rejected. Prospective bidders may 
view the property by appointment only 


by calling Executive 4900, Branch 3727, 
or by addressing a letter to the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C, 





SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
1623 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 46, Cal. 








:;minghausen (of the American Li- 


parently, was to the play’s title, 
,not its subject-matter. 

Among those accompanying the 
‘delegation yesterday were David 
Wayne, chairman of the committee, 
and Richard Rodgers, Faye Emer- 
son, Arthur Margetson, Donald 
Richards, Sigmund Spaeth, Adolph 
Green, Betty Comden, Kyle Mac- 
Donnell, Sid Caesar, Joshua Shel- | 
ley, Joe Yule, Nan Wynn, Meg,+ 
Mundy, Sam Wanamaker, Mary 
Hunter, Richard Watts, Jr., Edward 
Chodorov, Alfred Drake, Marsha 
Hunt, Sono’ Osato, Beatrice 
Straight, Marlon Brando, Kim 
Hunter, Victor Samrock, Russell 
Maloney, John Martin (N. Y. Times 
dance critic), Bosley Crowther 
(Times fiim critic), Martin Gabel, 
‘Philip Loeb and David K. Ber- 


brary Assn.). 

‘* Organizations opposing the bill 
include the League of N. Y. Thea- 
tres, Actors Equity, Authors 
League of America, Assn. of Theat- 
rical Agents & Managers, Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union and Stop 
Censorship. 








| beneficiary to an insurance policy 


Shift to Hollywood 


Carroll continued his show acti- | . 
| vities in Hollywood but after going | at St. Lawrence Univ. 


into bankruptcy he emerged with | 
one of the town’s showplaces which | 
he called a theatre restaurant. It 

has been highly successful for | 
more than 10 years, with Beryl | 
Wallace the leading actress. Miss | 
Wallace, who accompanied him on | 
the plane east on a vacation, first | 
was in his ‘‘Sketchbook,” at the | 
Carroll theatre, Broadway, in 1928. 


Miss Wallace was stated to be | 


of $300,000 Carroll had taken out. 
He had two brothers, both now 


i 
| 
| 
deceased. One was Norman Carroll, | 


who was found burned to death in | , 
rooming | \ 


N.Y., 
Latter 


a Ninth avenue, 


house in 1938. had’ two | 


| daughters, one killed several years 
The other, | “ 


ago by a motor car. 
Patricia, is the only known kin. 
James Carroll, an elder brother, 
was an officer in the first World 
War and was on the staff when the 
Hollywood restaurant was develop- 
ed. He died of a stroke in Wash- 
ington in 1941. 

Venita Varden Oakie, divorced 
wife of Jack Oakie, was also among 
last week’s plane victims. The 
former ‘Follies” girl and the film 
comedian had- planned to rewed 
and he was supposed to have ac- 
companied her on the trip. 


Another professional, Remo Buf- 
fano, was also among the victims. 
He came from Italy as a child and 
developed into a maker of marion- 
ettes, his puppets bringing him 
attention in such shows as “As 
Thousands Cheer,” “Jumbo,” 
“Cinderella” and “Alice in Won- 
derland.” He also made the ani- 
mals in “Skin of Our Teeth.” In 
his youth he appeared in Green- 
wich Village play groups. 





Theatre-Eatery Goes On 


Hollywood, June 22. 

Tragic death of Earl Carroll in 
a plane crash last Thursday (17) 
did not interrupt performances at 
his theatre restaurant on Sunset 
boulevard, nor will the policy of 
the establishment be changed. On 
the night of the disaster attend- 
ance was capacity for the first time 
on a weekday evening in months. 
While Carroll’s gave two perform- 
ances nightly, it was used for radio 
broadcasts and telecasts through 
most of each day. 

Virginia Lear, who is business 
manager for Mrs. Bessie Schuyler, 
backer of the Carroll enterprise, 
stated it was his wish that the elab- 
orate nitery continue along the 
lines he planned. Ownership of 
Carroll’s is the Inner Circle, Inc., 
he having been the sole stockhold- 
er, Miss Lear being secretary-treas- 
urer and Joseph L. Reina, vice- 
president. Value of the showman’s 
estate has not been estimated. 


JARED REED DEBUT 


Jared Reed, son of actor Dan 
Reed and pressagent Isadora Ben- 
nett, will make his first legit ap- 
pearance as lead in “John Loves 
Mary” at the Bard College Play- 
house, Annandale-on-Hudson, July 
6-10. Like his sister, ballad-singer 
Susan Reed, he has been singing 
in New York night clubs and on 
the radio heretofore. 

John Sylvester pacted for “Sun- 
| ~ Ypres opening at Westport, 











Canton, N. Y., 


Dr. Edson Russell Miles, professor of homiletics and practical religion 


for 31 years and a onetime 


stock company actor, has retired from the college post. » 
Dr. Miles was formerly pastor of a Universalist church in Bingham- 
ton and of a Universalist church in Boston. 





Plays Abroad 





| 


| | Huge ‘Harvey’ | 
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Herr Puntila und Sein 
Kneeht 
(Mr. Puntila and His Servant) 
Zurich, June 12. 


Schauspielhaus production of comedy by 
‘rtolt Brecht. Staged by Kurt Hirschfeld, 
th sets by Teo Otto. At Schauspielhaus, 
Zurich, 
Pantila...ssvecccccesccecss aseonard Steckel 
MGR icc icvcccccencétoces summery Rnuth 
Eva Puntila...cccescescossssees, Helen Vita 
| Attache, .vseccsccssceseeees Lukas Ammann 
LAWYECL. ccccccccccceccececes Herman Wlach 
PUUBZO. .cevccccccceseeteess Wilfried Seyferth 
PATSON. .concsccccccccecs Wolf Beneckendorft 
Laina 


eeee.-. Elizabeth Muelle: 





World preem of this new play by 
Bertolt recht, during Zurich’s 
June Festival, was one of the 
eagerly awaited events of the legit 
season. Brecht, author of “Beg- 
gar’s Opera,” “Galileo” and other 
stage hits, spent part of his exile 
during the Nazi era in the United 
States, and one year in Finland, 
where this dramatic comedy takes 
place. it’s based partly on stories 
by Hella Wuolijoki, one of the 
foremost Finnish writers. With a 
few slight changes (some scenes 
are overlong), play would have a 
e. S. chance, under the right direc- 
or. 


Puntila is a rich landowner who 
spends most of his time with drink 
and women. When he is drunk, 
he is kind and gentle and soft- 
hearted, but during his sober 
moments his brutal, cold nature 
shows up. His servant is Matti, his 
chauffeur, a straightforward, honest 
fellow, who finally runs off, leaving 
a possible marriage with Puntila’s 
daughter Eva, who cares for him. 


There isn’t too much more, but 
the way it’s done makes this play 
so fascinating and highly amusing. 
It contains several scenes of real 
humor, and others of great serious- 
ness. Brecht wants to show once 
more the difference between the 
high and the low social classes, 
and as usual the low wins all sym- 
pathies. ; 

Performance by the Schauspiel- 
haus players is one of the best of 
the season. Three main parts are 
played by Leonard Steckel, Gustav 
Knuth and Helen Vita—and the 
job they do is excellent. Mezo. 


The Lady Asks for Help 


London, June 15. 
Jack Buchanan production of 





dram: 

three acts by James Parish. Directed . 
author. | At Garrick, London, June 14, '48 
‘ue Grahame +See ocdteses Barbara Couper 

lary Grahame.....eess.. William Kendail 
Harry Grahame...... Cececde. Peter Assin ler 
Pauline Withy ss sssescccecs ¢: Joyce 1 inden 
Richard Monroe..... ondaes +. 208t Brochine 
Rileen Monroe..... CC SCHOC CEs soe Noel Hood 
Philip Marslan. s+... Gostbes James Raglan 
POMPEO 6 > Ne bs baveseens vik P. H. Alexander 





This is a very poignan 
mestic drama of accidental PA 
and its effect on the lives of three 
couples. Its very casualness en- 
hances its relation to real life, 
where chaos reigns over petty 
crises and philosophic calm pre- 
dominates when real tragedy in- 
vades a home. As a moral pointer 
it should win approbation, and if 


(Continued on page 43) 


.-.--Alice Lach | 


|to change the house’s segregation 
| policy but those known to support 
his action “feel that the right of 
a man to conduct his own business 
|in his own way is as sacred as the 
‘rights of any minority.” 

| Equity Didn’t Explain 

| “Equity has done little to ex- 
| plain its stand to the Washington 
| public,” Coe added. “It has taken 
ino poll of the National’s custom- 
|ers; it has not clearly explained 
| that this year was to have been 
one of truce. Nor is the Theatre 
Guild without blame. It presents 
three full months of plays to its 
14,000 local subscribers, but it has 
done nothing with its impressive 
public to settle the question.” 


However, those supporting 
Equity’s stand feel “it is hypo- 
critical for the capital of a nation 
based on equality to practice the 
opposite.” Coe ended his piece 
with: “Only Marcus Heiman can 
assure theatre next season in the 
national capital. He can do it by 
magnanimously swallowing his 
pride and giving the plan at least a 
try. Unless he does, all this is 
going to make fruitful reading be- 
hind the Iron Curtain.” 








Post Scouts Belasco Use 
Washington, June 22. 

Call for the U. S. Public Build- 
ings administration to make more 
attractive the terms on which it 
would lease the Belasco theatre 
for legit is contained in an edi- 
torial in Saturday’s (19) Washing- 
ton Post. Structure, now used as a 
Treasury warehouse, has been put 
up on lease bid because the 
National theatre, town’s sole 
legiter, is going over to a _ pix 
policy. National will be unable to 
get attractions after Aug. 15 be- 
cause of its “white only” policy. 


“The terms under which bids 
have been invited,” says the edi- 
torial, ‘‘afford scant hope that the 
reconversion will become a reality. 
The offer of the Public Buildings 
Administration to make the Belasco 
available will be no more than an 
empty gesture unless that agency 
acts to make private operation of 
the theatre feasible and to insure 
that it will actually be operated in 
the interest of the community’s 
cultural life . .. It is a far more 
important consideration than the 
amount of income which the gov- 
ernment can glean from the lease.” 


Woodstock Gets Corio 


Woodstock, N. Y., June 22. 
The Woodstock Playhouse will 
open its tenth season tonight 
(Tues.) with Ann Corio guesting 10 
“Sailor Beware.” Others sched- 
uled to appear during the 12-wee 
season include Lillian- Gish, Brian 








Aherne, Joan Caufield, Mischa 
Auer, Walter Abel, John Payne, 
Arthur Treacher and Dorothy 
Peterson. 
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Conventioneers Hypo Chi Grosses: 
Boat’ 28456, ‘Mary’ 19G, Shoes’ 386 


Chicago, June 22. 


Convention delegates took over | 


it boxoffice here last week, 
Oe the result that all grosses 
pounced upward—that is with the 
exception of “High Button Shoes,” 
whose take can’t go any higher. 
“Show Boat” closes Saturday (26) 
io make way for “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” which — July 5 for a re- 
ngagement. 
Pet ror or Money” opens to- 
night (22) with good advance. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“For Love or Money,” Selwyn 
(1,000; $3.71). 
with good advance sale. 

“High Button Shoes,” Great 
Northern (5th wk) (1,500; $6.18). 
Still sold out; $38,000. 

“Sohn Loves Mary,” Harris (19th 
wk) (1,000; $3.71). Aided by sell- 
out house Monday (14), b.o. took a 
zoom to boff $19,000. 

“Show Boat,” Shubert (16th wk) 
(2.100; $4.94). In next to last 
week, business has picked up 
strongly. Fine $28,500. 


Plays Abroad 




















Continued from page 44 =e 


The Lady Asks fer Help 


transferred to the screen would win 
favor. 

After many years’ happy mar- 
riage, a prosperous stockbroker 
learns of his wife’s compromising 
association with a worldly playboy 
nine years previously while he was 
abroad. She assures him she wasn’t 
unfaithful, but the dilettante, fre- 
quently in his cups, is now going 
around boasting of their affair. En- 
raged husband knocks him down, 
then finds he’s dead. 

Their closest friend is arrested 
and charged with murder, he hav- 
ing been seen as a caller on the 
deceased at the same time." Un- 
known to them, he was on the same 
errand concerning his own honor. 
The distracted wife of the accused 
comes to them for comfort and 
help, little realizing the irony of 
her mission, complicating matters 
further. 

The close sympathy and affection 
between the main characters is 
quietly, movingly portrayed by 
Barbara Couper and William Ken- 
dall, who makes his first appear- 
ance in the non-musical field. Noel 
Hood gives a sterling characteriza- 
tion of the really guilty other wife, 
and Peter Assinder makes a like- 
able youngster of the musical stu- 
dent son whose vapid fiancee fails 
him on learning of his father’s 
crime. Clem. 


Play on Broadway 


The Infernal Machine 


Interplayers presentation of drama in four 
acis by Jean Cocteau. . Staged by Alexis 
Selomes. Seitings and lighting, Steve 
Brodie; costumes, Maurice Beaton. At 
Provincetown Playhouse, N. Y., June 16, 
"48; $LSO Lop, 

OGL DS + v.00 cebemeeen cee Henry Colman 














Young Soldier........00.: Michael Michelas 
Boldier....... Preteen John Denney 
Chief............. Harold Vincent Guardino 
| RR ae? Trescott Ripley 
NS 66 «<0. o ain cc dubbed eee oh Fred Porcelli 
Phantom of Laius..............Rddie Frost 
Sphinx. ........,....008-Nancy Jane Stiber 
SW a ss sooo s 5 aceebbe bess uc NOR weeee 
Theban Matron....e... eotkens Anna Berger 
NGS s.r u eked siecbabes amok Louis Criss 





The Interplayers, a new young 
upe of professionals operating 
in Provincetown Playhouse, Green- 
wich Village, has selected a chal- 
lenging play for its first assign- 
ment. “The Infernal Machine,” 
Jean Cocteau’s rewrite of Sophocles’ 
tragedy, “Oedipus Rex,” which has 
been smoothly translated from the 
ch by Carl Wildman, is a com- 
Plex stage piece spreading the full 
range of the comic, commonplace 
and tragic. This group rates high 
Praise, not only for attempting the 
play but in carrying it off with 
a and verve. 

e play is a serious parody of 
the classical tragedy which tries to 
reduce the heroic stature of the 

cters in the Greek myth to 
the dimensions of modern man. 

ong — filled out the aes 

with contemporary notions 

of psychoanalysis, politics and ro- 

tic love. As a result, the play 

but 4 a a — -< — 

: em rofoun ragic 
substance. lat 


This production strikes a precise 
Rote of restrained wittiness, and 
le difficult roles are performed 
with polish and accuracy. Standout 
€rs in the cast include Trescott 
tin’, in_a delightful interpreta- 
Sone Sane aging Jocasta; Nancy 
Stiber, as the demonic Sphinx, 
is Criss, as a callow Oedi- 
PUS who matures into greatness. 
oo Herm. 
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‘Venus’ 426 in St. Louis; 
Rita’ Off to Boff Start 


‘Carousel’ 316, St. Paul 


St. Paul, June 22. 

St. Paul retail merchants, spon- 
soring “Carousel's” visit, made 
sure it would go over, arousing the 
public with large newspaper dis- 
play ads and extra radio plugging. 
In their own newspaper ads, too, 
they urged theatregoers to attend. 
They also ran ads in the Minne- 
apolis newspapers during the en- 
fagement and a considerable num- 





St. Louis. June 22. 
“Rio Rita,” one of the best coin 





| Assn.’s repertory, is back for the 
fifth time, but the first since 1944. | 
| in the al fresco playhouse in Forest 
| Park. The piece, in spite of threats | 
of rain all day and humid atmos- | 


| last night ‘Mon.) before the largest | 
| mob of the season (10,000) that laid | 
| approximately $4,500 on the line. | 
|Edward Roeker, baritone, and/| 
| Frances Greer, Metopera soprano, | 
| who won the mob and crix last | 
; week in “Venus in Silk.” are con- | 
| tinuing to score in the top roles. 
Others who are winning the palm 
|pounders are Tim Herbert, come- | 
‘dian, who is making his initial bow | 
|in the open-air theatre. 
| “Venus in Silk,” originally tagged | 
| “Beloved Rogue” for its preem here | 
| in 1935. wound up its one-week | 
stand Sunday (20). The piece gath- 


grabbers of the Municipal Theatre | 


ber of Minneapolitans, who had 
missed the show when it was in the 
| Mill City, journeyed here to see it. 


| As result, “Carousel” wound up 


| with $31,000 in the 2.800-seat Audi- 
j torium, same as Minneapolis the | 


previous week. 





Opens tonight (22) | phere, teed off a seven-night run ‘h °9 $70 0 
$ > 


‘Lives $26,000, 
Fan 126, Frisco 


San Francisco, June 22. 
“Lady Windermere’s Fan,” with 
Cornelia Otis Skinner, opened at 


/ered momentum as it progressed | the Geary, Monday (14). to luke- 


| and attracted 55,000 payees for an | 
| estimated gross of $42,000. 





| — Play out of Town 











Hollywood, June 16. 


Mare Productions, Franklin Gilbert and 
William Kythe presentation of an intimute 
revue, with words and musie by Charles 
Gaynor Directed by William Eythe, Set- 
liugs, costumes und lighting by Raoul Pene 
Du Bois, Dances and tusical numbers 
staged by Gower Champion, Musical direc- 
tion by George Bauer. Opened at Las Pal- 
mas, Hollywaod, June 16, ‘48: $3 top. 

Cast: William Eythe, Linda Ware, Hal 
Havkett, Gene Neison, Anne Anderson, 
Cynthia Corley, Carel Channing, Dorothy 
Babbs, Jimmy Thompson, Bob Sheerer, Al 
Cheeco, Lee Stacy. Antoineite Guhike, 
Shelly Mitchell, Erie Sinclair, Jeanne Rol- 


lins, Jolinn Perri, Paul Owen, 





“Lend an Ear” has the earmarks 
of evolving into a Coast institution, 
a la “Blackouts,” the Turnabouters, 
“The Drunkard” and kindred pe- 
culiarly California diversions. Many 
of its 19 skits find their inspiration 
in such a.k. items as the blackout 
about the maestro who surprises 
his spouse in a compromising situ- 
ation with his string section, in the 
tried-and-true takeoffs on O'Neill 
and Shakespeare, and in the ever- 
green erring lady tourist. 


Even so, layout provides a solid 
showcasing for its high-spirited 
young cast, Raoul Pene Du Bois’ 
tasteful costumes, and a trio of 
tuneful airs and some witty lines 
by Charles Gaynor, youthful 
scripter whose previous stints have 
included special material for Brit- 
ain’s Hermione Gingold in “Sweeter 
and Lower.” Gaynor has a neat 
way with the verbiage; it’s a pity 
his talent hasn't been applied to 
some brighter ideas. Best of his 
songs are “Neurotic You and 
Psychopathic Me,” “I’m Not in 
Love,” and “Who Hit Me?” 

Standout skits are “Three Little 
Queens of the Silver Screen,” a 
libel on Theda Bara, Mary Miles 
Minter and Pearl White by Anne 
Anderson, Cynthia Corley’ and 
Carol Channing; “Neurotic,” in 
which Miss Anderson and_pro- 
ducer-director-star William Eythe 
lampoon the psychiatric profession; 
“Missing Road Company,” saga of 
a Shubert musical of the 20's; 
“Santo Domingo,” a tropical sizzler; 
“Romantic’'ly Inclined,” involving 
Plymouth Rock and environs, and 
“Molly O'Reilly.” boy-meets-girl 
terp routine in the Celtic idiom, 
danced engagingly by Dorothy 
Babbs and Bob Sheerer. 

Eythe, who co-produced with 
Franklin Gilbert, makes a big bid 
for attention as a versatile song- 
and-dance man. Filmstar has quite 
a flair for musicals and definitely 
rates Broadway's attention. — Like 
“Garrick Gaieties,” “Charlot’s Re- 
vue,” the “Little Shows,” “Meet the 
People” and their ilk, this one may 
well prove a springboard for Eythe 
and his cohorts, tops among them 
being comediennes Anderson, Cor- 
ley and Channing; juve lead Hal 
Hackett: songstress Vinda Ware; 
Sheerer. Miss Babbs, Gene Nelson 
and Jimmy Thompson, among the 
dancers. and comic Al Checco. Du 
Bois’ lighting in the small-seater 


|did about 90% capacity for a sock 
| $70,000. 


warm reviews, in spite of the show 


| garnering raves last season when 
| it played here. Show grossed only 
| $12,000. 


“Annie Get Your Gun,” in its 
second week at the Opera House, 


“Private Lives,” at the 
Curran for second week, was a big 


Lend An Ear | $26,000. 





‘OKLAHOMA!’ $45,500 
IN 4TH BOSTON WEEK 


Boston, June 22. 
With no competition, and play- 
ing at popular prices, “Oklahoma!” 
is still playing to capacity houses 
at the Boston Opera House, finish- 
ing a fourth boff week. 
Last week’s biz held up to a sock 


$45,500 with run extended for two 


more weeks. 


‘Harvey’ $24,000 in D.C.; 
Setting Run Recor 


Washington, June 22. 

“Harvey's” stay at the National 
breaks all records for the theatre 
with announcement by Edmund 
Plomb, manager, of an extension to 
July 10. The eight-week engage- 
ment will be the longest in the the- 
atre’s history. A special July 5 mat- 
inee has also been announced. 

Grosses at the end of the fifth 
week were $24,000, slightly under 
the fourth week, but still high for 
the theatre. 


Current Road Shows 


(June 21-July 3) 

“Anna Lucasta’” — Royal Alex., 
Tor. (21-3). 

“Annie Get Your Gun” — Aud. 
Frisco (21-26); Aud., Denver (28-3). 

“Blackouts of 1948”—El!l Capi- 
tan, L. A. (21-3). 

“Carousel’—Met, Seattle (21-3). 

“For Leve or Money”—Selwyn, 








Chi. (28-3). 
“Harvey”—Nat'l, Wash. (21-3). 
“High Button Shoes” — Gt. 


Northern, Chi. (21-3). 

“John Loves Mary”—Harris, Chi. 
(21-3). 

“Lady Windermere’s 
Geary, Frisco (21-26). 

“Qklahoma!”—Opera Hse., Bos. 


Fan” = 


(21-3). 
“Oklahoma!” — Aud., Pasadena 
(21-26); Aud., Long Beach (28-3). 
“Private Lives’”—Curran, Frisco 


(21-3). } 
“Show Boat” — Shubert, Chi. 
(21-26). : i 
“Sweethearts” — Philharmonic, 
L. A. (21-26). 


“Winslow Boy”—Biltmore, L. A. 
(21-3). 


‘ANNA’ 46, TORONTO 
Toronto, June = 
On return engagement, “Anna 
Lucasta” grossed a middling $4,000 
for last half of week at Royal Alex- 
andra (1,525), scaled at $3 top. 
Piece stays here for current 
week and will fold, coincident with 
Royal's summer shuttering. 











isn’t too solid, and settings scream 
skimpy budget. Mike. 





last strawhat appearance of the 
summer with the Omey, Md.. play- 





|her mother, Helen Hayes. 


Betty Luster, dancer, pacted for 
‘dancing-acting role in new ver- 
‘sion of “Lysistrata” at Country 
Playhouse, Westport, Conn., next 


- " i 
Mary MacArthur is making her | eek. 





Jules Racine replaced George 


ers in “The Marquise” this week, | e in comedy lead in “Briga- 
‘before sailing for London to bia | om (Ziegfeld). . +) 


Continued OK June Biz Surprises 


Improved June business on 
Broadway was more than main- 
tained last week, rather surprising 
to showmen who check trends and 
are aware of the usual decline ap- 
| proaching to July 4. Hotel occu- 
{pancy is very high, what with 
southern vacationers, buyers and 
also families of delegates to the 
| Republican convention 
i started Monday (21) in Philadel- 
| phia. There, hotels are a_ turn- 
|} away and that town has no shows, 
| so it’s expected that there will be 





| frequent trips to N. Y. for diver- | 


|}sion. in addition, the current 
i week should benefit to some de- 
|gree from an expected influx of 
; fight fans for the Louis-Walcott 
: heavyweight title contest. 

| Some musicals improved fur- 
|ther, upward of $1,500. “Ballet 
| Ballads,’ which has been steadily 
|improving, picked up still further. 
There are no scheduled closings 
‘this week although several attrac- 
|tions are operating with the aid of 
two-for-ones and if a slump should 


abruptly. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“Allegro,” Majestic (36th wk) 
(M-1,695; $6). Recent betterment 
in business and some lowering of 
operating expenses have improved 
| staying chances considerably; 
$33,000. 

“Angel in the Wings,” Coronet 
(28th wk) (R-998; $4.80). May go 
to Chicago later in summer al- 
though plans are to stick until fall; 
again rated around $18,000 and 
pace okay. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(110th wk) (M-1,472; $6.60). More 
than held its own; one of the most 
popular attractions on the list and 
topped only by “Inside U.S.A.”, 
despite long run; over $41,000. 

“Ballet Ballads,” Music Box (5th 
| wk) (M-977; $4.80). Business last 
|week again improved and gross 
jwent to $15,500; operated profit- 
'ably for the first time; should make 
istay of it. . 





“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (124th 


| wk) (C-993; $4.80). More than held 
its own fast week when laugh show 
celebrated 1,000th performance: 
approached $13,500 mark. 


(M-1,628; $4.80). Picked up right 
through the week with takings up 
approximately $2.000 and the gross 
approached $29,000. 

“Command Decision,” Fulton 
(27th wk) (D-968; $4.80). Holding to 
improved form, around $18,000 and 
is slated to continue until Sept. 11; 
then tours. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 
(75th wk) (M-1,319; $6). Went to 
approximately $30,000; best mark 
in months and slated into fall 
period. , 

“Harvey,” 48th Sf. (19ist wk) 
(C-902; $4.20). Some further im- 
provement and last week’s gross 
was estimated around $12,000 
mark; intention is to play well into 
next season. 

“High Button Shoes,” Shubert 
(27th wk) (M-1.387; $6). Primed 
for a cleanup, what with capacity- 
plus attendance here and similar 
grosses in Chicago; nearly $38,000. 

“Howdy Mr. Ice,” Center (R-2,- 
994; $2.88). Presented by Sonja 
Henie and Arthur M. Wirtz; new 
an skating revue opens Thurs. 
(24). 

“Inside U. S. A.,” Century (7th 
wk) (R-1,670; $6). Great business 
for Broadway’s top grosser; con- 
tinues with all rformances sell- 
ing — and the gross topping 
“Joy to the World,” Plymouth 
(14th wk) (CD-1,063; $4.80). Rated 
around $13,000 last week and mak- 
ing an operating profit right along: 
fairly good chance to span summer. 

“Look, Ma, ’'m Dancin’,” Ade!- 
phi (20th wk) (R-1,434; $4.80). 
Should continue at present profita- 
ble gait indefinitely; ending fifth 
month with every week a winning 
one; $26,000 last week. 


“Make Mine Manhattan,” Broad- 
hurst (23d wk) (R-1,160; $6). Got 
nearly $36,000 last week which 
means capacity all performances 
and sure fall stayer. 

“Me and Molly,” Belasco (i7th 
wk) (C-1,077; $4.80). Some im- 
provement last week when takings 
approached $10,000; okay for com- 
edy on summer basis. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (18th 
wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Requests 
for tickets from visitors makes de- 
mands on boxoffice and agencies 
all the heavier; smash gets $34,500 
and more every week. 


“Strange 





which | 


develop, engagements could stop | 


Broadway; U.S.A, 476, Brig’ 296, 
‘Annie’ 416, Born’ 13446, ‘Joy’ 136 


| others, business improved here too 
| last week, when the gross was es- 
timated around $13,000. 

| “Streetcar Named Desire,” 
| Barrymore (29th wk) ‘(D-1,064; 
1$4.80). Prize-winning attraction 
i} was last season's first real smash 
jand is just as strong as when it 
|opened seven months ago. 

“The Heiress.” Biltmore (38th 
wk) (D-920; $4.20). Another hit 
| that perked last week and is sure 
|to span summer; approximated 
| $18,500. 

“The Respeciful Prostitute” and 
\“The Happy Journey,” Cort (14th 
| wk) (C-1,064;* $4.20). Indications 
|are for continuance through sum- 
:mer and possibly into autumn; up 
‘to. around $13,500. 

Revival 

| “The Plays’ the Thing,” Booth 
|(8th wk) (CD-712; $4.80). Doin 

|excellently for revival and shoul 

|be getting goodly operating profit 
iweekly; $15,000 estimated. 
Neighborheod 

| “Burlesque,” Windsor, 

| Moved here from Brooklyn. 
| “John Loves Mary,” Flatbush, 
Brooklyn. 


‘Marietta’ 44146, 
‘Okla!’ 326, L.A. 


Los Angeles. June 22. 


Bronx. 








Biz held good at two downtown 
stands with the Philharmonic and 
| Biltmore bucking each other with 


| stout musicals. On six weeks of 
| repeat at the Biltmore “Oklahoma!” 
jamassed $190,000, which allowed 
\for little profit due to the heavy 
|operation cost. Final week brought 
‘in $32,000. Across the street at the 
| Philharmonic, “Naughty Marietta” 


| pulled $44,500 on its third week 


;and took in $137,000 on the run, 
| which was capacity on all perform- 


jances except Wednesday matinee. 
‘ 


Ken Murray’s “Blackouts” moves 
‘into its seventh year Thursday (24) 


‘at the El Capitan and last week 


“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (67th wk) | 


was a near-capacity $17,000. 





‘WINSLOW’ 636 IN 4, KC; 
ST. JOE SKEDS SEASON 


Kansas City, June 22. 

Legit season closed for the sum- 
mer here with “Winslow Boy” in 
the Music Hall under banner of 
A & N Presentations June 16-18. 
Four shows, including matinee 
Friday, with top at $3.66 for nights, 
figured $6,500, mild. 

Town will be without any legit 
during the summer. Nothing stir- 
ring in dramatics, not even siraw- 
hats. Nearby St. Joe (50 miles 
north) is taking advantage of the 
lull to stage a professional outdoor 
summer season, and pulls plenty 
of trade from K. C. for its dates. 


| Music concert which opened the 
|season a fortnight ago was adver- 


tised heavily here, garnered pub- 
licity in the usually-hard-to-crack 
Kansas City Star, and gave the 
season a rousing start. 


‘Life With Mother’ Hits 
276 in 2d Detroit Week 


Detroit, June 22. 

“Life With Mother,” in its sec- 
sond stanza at the Cass, netted a 
sock $27,000 for Osear Serlin’s new 
production of the Howard Lindsay- 
Russel Crouse comedy. It brought 
$19,000 for seven performances 
opening week. 

At the Shubert-Lafayette, a 10- 
week summer series was launched 
Sunday (20) with Elisabeth Bergner 
in “Escape Me Never” as the initial 
opus. Series is under sponsorship 
of Robert Fryer, in association 
with J. Finlay Herman, from 
“Brigadoon's” production _ staff, 
and Sandy Comora, of the Shef- 
field (England) theatre. 

Second stanza will be Mischa 
Auer and Haila Stoddard in “20th 
Century,” to be followed by Ruth 
Chatterton in “The Little Foxes.” 
Subsequent possibility is Larry 
Parks in a new play in pre-Broad- 
way showing. 

Before Tennessee Williams’ new 
play “Summer and Smoke” opens 








on Broadway in October, Detroit 
will be the third and last of its 
tryout spots. It hits Buffate Sept. 


Bedfellows,” Morosco | 9; Cleveland, Sept. 13 and Detroit, 
(23d wk) (C-935; $4.80). Like most | Sept. 20. 


‘ i 
“senor 7? 


“ve *7* 


jiilitisl 











a 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 23, 1948 











Literati 











Authors’ Assessment Beef 

Handful of members of the 
Authors Guild is rebelling against 
the organization’s recently-adopted 
assessment-on-income setup, Ob- 
jectors are mostly from the top in- 
come writers, who apparently feel 
that it would set the precedent of 
a graduated levy hitting the name 
authors particularly hard. There’s 
also agitation against the plan as 
involving “invasion of privacy.” 

Whole situation is discussed in a 
letter sent to the membership last 


week by Guild president Paul Gal-|_ 


lico. Noting that the measure was 
approved by a referendum vote of 
383 to 213 and that more than half 
the membership has since indicated 
its preferred method of payment, 
the communication explains that no 
“invasion of privacy” is involved, 
as the scheme calls for each mem- 
ber to report how much his own 
assessment should be, based on 1° 
of his net income over $3,000. The 
letter also points out that because 
professional dues are deductible 
from gross income, between 16° 
and 82% (according to the individ- 
ual’s income bracket) of the amount 
of assessment would have to be 
paid in income taxes. 

Understood a few members have 
submitted resignations over the is- 
sue, while others have merely 
threatened to do so and that most 
of the objectors have just regis- 
tered protest. Gallico and mem- 
bers of the Guild council will dis- 
cuss the question with them all in 
an effort to smooth out the situa- 
tion. The president's letter also an- 
swers criticisms of the Guild's 
minimum basic contract with Ran- 
dom House. Most of the beefs on 
this have come from agents, it 
notes. 





D. C. Guild Won’t Aid Commy 


Membership of the Washington 
Newspaper uild «refused, in a 
referendum last week, to support 
the grievance of a member of the 
local Newspaper Guild who 
was fired because he was a 
member of the Communist. Party. 
It is believed to be the first case of 
its kind affecting a working news- 
paper man. 

Referendum was conducted in 
the case of Thomas G. Buchanan, 
dropped from the staff of the 
Washington Star. Vote was 251 
against prosecuting the grievance 
vs. 163 supporting action on be- 
half of Buchanan. 





Gill Yanks Cartoon From H-T 


Tom Gill, cartoonist and creator 
of the comic strip character “Ricky 
Stevens,”. stated in a press release 
last week thet he will withdraw his 
comic from the Herald Tribune 
Syndicate as of July 3. He de- 
clined to comment why he’s step- 
ping out of the H-T organization. 

Gill, who also has done con- 
siderable srestenein’ for comic 
books, was a N. Y. Daily News staf- 
fer for some 13 years prior to join- 
ing the Tribune fold. He plans 
to drop the board temporarily to 
work out an educational feature 
for television. 


CHATTER 


Lennie DeCarlo, motion picture 
editor of the San Francisco News, 
ve up interviews in Holly- 





wood. 
Gene Markey’s new novel, “The 
Great Companions,” will be print- 
ed as a serial in the Ladies’ Home 
Journal. 

Fred Johnson taking his annual 
gander at Hollywood as drama 


editor of the San Francisco €all- 
Bulletin. 
Memoirs of Agnes Underwood, 


city editor of e Los Angeles 
Herald-Express, will be published 
in early fall by Harper’s. 

Marie F. Rodell, former mystery 
editor of Duell, Sloan & Pearce, 
has become an author’s agent, 
working out of the office of Elsie 
McKeogh. 

Robert Lindsay and _ Robert 
Peterson, former flacks at Metro, 
are. editing Hot Rod Magazine, 
devoted to hopped-up jallopies 
and their drivers. 

Garry Moore becomes editor of 
Tom Breneman’s Magazine in Sep- 
tember, succeeding Breneman’s 
widow who took over the editorial 
chores for the July and August is- 


sues. 

Bill Toumey, publicist im the J. 
Arthur Rank office in N.Y., polish- 
ing off a film script aimed to in- 
clude a number of explottation 
angles to ease publicizing the fin- 
ished product. 

Robert Neville, Time and Life 
correspondent, returned last week 
from India and is awaiting re- 

gnment. He was editor of the 
editerranean edition of Stars & 
Stri during the war. 
ard O’Connor’s “Thomas: 

Rock of Chickamauga,” a biog- 


raphy of Gen. George Henry 
Thomas, the Virginian who fought 
for the North in the Civil War, 
will be published in September by 
Prentice-Hall. 


N. Y. Times Sunday book review 
section started printing a “Should- 
Be Best Sellers” list this week (20) 
as a once-a-month feature. Titles 
are “recent books which do not ap- 
pear on the best-seller chart but 
which, in the opinion of the staff, 
deserve some of the attention con- 
centrated on the ‘best sellers’.’’ 








TY Forcing 
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be consolidation of administrative 
functions among the affiliates, with 
a consequent reduction of operat- 
ing overhead. Also, it’s hoped, 
there could be a single-card setup 
for performers, instead of the 
present necessity of the artist tak- 
ing out a union card in each enter- 
tainment field in which he works, 
with dues for each. 

Monday’s opening meeting con- 
sisted of merely an _ exploratory 
discussion of the subject, without 
any attempt to get down to specific 
conditions and proposals. Yester- 
day’s (Tues.) session was also con- 
fined mostly to generalities, but it’s 
expected that the confab will be- 
come more pointed later in the 
week. 

Despite confident statements 
after the initial discussions certain 
union spokesmen express the pri- 
vate belief that a real ‘“‘one big 
union” consolidation is still far off, 
with little chance of being adopted 
at the current meetings. It’s re- 
ported that although AFRA, 
AGMA and AGVA strongly favor 
an all-powerful 4A’s, Equity and 
SAG have firm reservations. Equity 
leaders are understood to be con- 
cerned over the disposal of that 
organization’s large treasury, while 
SAG wants to be sure that any of 
its authority over the film per- 
former field is not given up to the 
east. 


Jealous of Jobs 


Also, it’s noted, any drastic con- 
solidation setup would have to pro- 
vide for all the paid executives of 
the various unions, who would 
otherwise fight it vigorously. Even 
if these execs were assured that 
their employment was protected, 
they all tend to be jealous of each 
others’ positions and authority, and 
are thus suspicious of any change 
in the existing setup. 

The strongest compuision toward 
the consolidation move is figured 
to be the rapidly-developing tele- 
vision situation. With telecasting 
mushroothing in the east and be- 
ginning to get under way elsewhére 
in the country, the performer or- 
ganizations are faced with the 
necessity of handling it coopera- 
tively to avoid inter-union disputes 
and possibly chaos. So far, they 
have worked together reasonably 
well under the 4A’s television com- 
.mittee. That is regarded as a par- 
tial blueprint for “one big union.” 


Those attending the current 
huddles include George Heller, A. 
Frank Reel, Cla;'on Collyer and 
Henry Jaffe, of AFRA; Angus 
Duncan, Elliott Nugent, Paul 
Turner and Rebecca Brownstein, 
of Equity; Ruth Richmond, of 
Chorus Equity; Jack Dales, Lee 
Bowman and Florence Marston, of 
SAG; O’Neil Shanks, Ed Russell 
and Richard Gordon, of SEG; 
Hyman Faine and Lawrence Tib- 
bett, of AGMA; Dewey Barto, Dave 
Fox, Jonas T. Silverstone and 
Mortimer S. Rosenthal, of AGVA, 
and Reyben Guskin, of HAU. 


French Look 
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pating lush biz. Deauville, booked 
solid for the summer boom season, 
is anticipating 25% more biz than 
last year. In nearby Trouville, the 
Casino, which on the green baize 
collected $9,000 in 1928, brought 
$75,000 in 1946 and $100,000 last 
year, according to operator Mau- 
rice Chauvelot. 

What the tourists will find 
changed from the old days in Paris 
is that part of the night life which 
included a visit to the nude femme 
emporiums. They’ve been ruled 
out:and shuttered. 


Entertainment in Paris is of 








| 
the idea would be that there could | 


course gunning heavily for the! $250,000 


tourist trade. The Lido has put on 
a new floorshow that is unques- 
tionably the best ever produced 
here, with plenty of American 
talent such as Chaz Chase, the 
Debonnairs and Ben Yost singers, 
plus the Charlivels and a line of 
girls extremely easy to look at. 
In Montmartre, Tabarin is cater- 
ing to the mass trade. 

While Bernard Hilda’s departure 
to Barcelona for the season is 
closing the Club Champs Elysees, 
the Drap d'Or offers a_ semi-in- 
timate setting of the most luxuri- 
ous type. The very fashionable 
Chez Carrers, the new Chez Mon- 
seigneur, Grand Seigneur, Shehera- 
zade, Boite a Sardines and Flor- 
ence, are all ready to welcome the 
tourist. And for those with com- 
| paratively little money to spend, 
‘there are innumerable small bis- 
itros, so-so niteries and many 
| dancehalls 

Of course, the Folies Bergere 
and the Casino de Paris are still 
drawing a fair amount of tourist 
entertainment money, but they 
still have the same show as last 
year and not improved. Such mu- 
sicals as “Violettes Imperiales” at 
the Mogador, nicely dressed and 
staged, or “Marechale Sans Gene” 
at the Chatelet, are clipping a 
good deal of their wings. 

Ice shows have been hitting 
Paris. There is a good, fast one 
at the Palais de Glace, and an- 
other at the Ambassadeurs. 

To help promote night life, Paris 
bistros, hitherto supposed to close 
at midnight, now are permitted to 
remain open until 2 a.m. and on 
some occasions all night. But the- 
atres and cinemas must still close 
by 12:30 at the latest. 














Vauders Get 
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tus of te “Stop the Music” layout, 
east of which will include emcee 
Bert Parks, bandleader Harry 
Salter and singers Dick Brown and 
Kay Armen. 

Should this show be a potent 
lure at the Capitol it’s likely that 
a host of radio-giveaway shows 
will be submitted for theatres and 
cafes. The selling price of these 
is considered to be cheaper than 
many attractions, and since most 
prizes are contributions of manu- 
facturers or distributors, the 
houses are figured to have a strong- 
lure bill at a low cost. 

Many film houses have tried to 
return bingo and similar games, 
but in most instances they’ve been 
ruled out because they’ve been 
adjudged games of chance. It’s 
significant that when the bingo 
era prevailed, nights when games 
were held were big at the b.o., no 
matter what the picture was. 

The giveaway gimmick some- 
time ago hit the one-night field. 
There’s the instance of an impre- 
sario of a New England food show 
who couldn’t get the kind of name 
he wanted, and so he bolstered 
the draw by giving away a $12,500 
dwelling. 

Indications of the draw of free 
prizes is seen in the fact that a 
quiz layout for pic houses, designed 
by radio writer Allie Singer, has 
been filling several Bronx houses 
on “slow” nights. 

It’s also noted that at least one 
cafe does fairly well on similar 
nights. Bill Miller’s Riviera, Ft. 
Lee, N. J., is finding that coupons 
good for various items of merchan- 
dise including a Cadillac, are 
strong lures for the patronage. 

At one time a top Broadway 
cafe was ready to stop knocking 
itself into the red by buying ex- 
pensive names. It was figured 
that a $5,000 or more giveaway 
would draw more patronage. Idea 
skidded when a top name became 
available. 

The scarcity of top lures and 
the general decline of trade in 
both theatres and niteries are fig- 
ured to pave the way for Santa 
Claus shows. Efficacy of this type 
programming is seen by the fact 
that Fred Allen and Edgar Bergen, 
ordinarily two of the top Hoop- 
erated shows on the air, have de- 
clined considerably in face of the 
Music” competition. 


the stiff competition of giveaways 
had something when he said “Peo. 
ple don’t wanna be entertained— 
they wanna win.” 





800-Car Drive-In Near L. A, 
Los Angeles, 
Work started in Wantineton 
Park on a new 800-car film house 
by the Pacific Drive-In Theatre 
Co., headed by C. A. Caballero. 
Theatre is the first of four to be 
built in this area, each costing 
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Maybe the comedian soured by’ 
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peseseeeeeeeeee By Frank Scully 


; Pity, Me., June 20. 

How do they do it? I mean how do writers who take on the added 
duties of producers get anything written? 

Not a week goes by but what some builder of prose announces he 
is doubling out front. Charles Brackett and Billy Wilder have gone 
so far as to take on practically everything except walking dogs in 
their pictures, and have done supremely well at it. In fact, on “The 
Emperor Waltz’ Brackett covered everything except writing the 
reviews, and considering his earlier services on the glossy treadmill 
of The New Yorker he could have done that as well as the critics 
who did cover the picture. 

Dudley Nichols, John Huston, Harry Kurnitz, Ed Beloin, Dore 
Schary, Don Hartman, Anthony Veiller, Robert Buchner, Sidney Buch- 
man, Robert Rossen, Sheridan Gibney, Albert P. Lewin, Claude Binyon 
Maxwell Shane, F. Hugh Herbert, George Seaton, Preston Sturges, 
Nunnally Johnson and David O. Selznick are among those who write 
scenes with one hand and add figures with the other. 

Then there are geniuses like Orson Welles, Noel Coward and Charles 
S. Chaplin who not only write, direct and produce their pictures but 
star in them as well. Chaplin even claims he wrifes the musical scores, 

With my eyes looking upward _to skywriters most of the time, I’m 
not one to examine too closely the skill of contemporaries in the 
meadows of letters, and up to a few weeks ago I'm afraid I wasn’t 
properly impressed by these jugglers of multifarious talents. If I 
thought about their dexterity at all I figured they either used ghosts, 





———oewweS =" 


hired anonymous accountants or directed with their feet (as George’ 


M. Cohan used to do) while writing added scenes with a quill. 

But I tried producing a play myself about two months ago and after 
three weeks of pushing the bank, the cast and the stagehands I was 
so pooped I could scarcely drag myself home to bed after each night's 
performance. We were to run two weeks and after the third I ordered 
the show closed. The cast didn’t want to close. So I resigned and 
sold my grief to a co-producer for a dollar, which Harry Truman now 
tells the guy is worth only 6624c. The show is still running and is now 
in its Seventh Sick Week. But I sleep nights. 

Lend Me Your Name 

How I got into the role of Producer can’t differ materially from 
the pitches which fetched these eminent writer-producers I speak of, 
Somebody must have said to them, as somebody said to me, “Your 
name will help us over the hump. It won’t take any more of your 
time. You delegate the dirty work to others.” 

The play about to be produced had already had runs in down- 
town L. A., Chicago, New York and Pasadena. There couldn't be 
much to do, I was assured, except build new sets, get a new cast of 
23, rent a house and, easiest of all, fill it. 

Then some kibitzer suggested that maybe we could throw a $12 
opening benefit for a hospital which was about to break ground and 
could use a few thousand bucks for picks and shovels. f 

That did it. As the guinea pig that has survived the hacking of 
croakers in 30 hospitals over half the world, I’m a sucker for newer 
and better chophouses. This one planned to remove all restrictions of 
race, creed and color. In fact it was to be so democratic it would cut up 
anybody. = 

Obviously trapped now as a producer, I surveyed our assets. We 

had a play which had met with almost unanimous critical approval. 
In New York every paper had covered it and not one had given it a 
bad notice. How could we miss? 
; We found a new theatre in the heart of Hollywood. Built for radio, 
it didn’t seem much to change it for legit. But did you ever try to 
set up a radio stage for legit? If you so much as drive a tack in 
the immaculate walls some guy starts screaming that you'll ruin 
the acoustics for the next afternoon’s broadcast of Phil Baker's give- 
away. 

It turned out that there were only 298 seats in the perfectly 
lovely and completely unknown theatre. It turned out, moreover, 
that there were 32 people to be paid each week, and since this was a 
play set at a coroner’s inquest, with the witnesses scattered among the 
audience, which was in turn acting as the jury, you practically started 
out each night with a house papered by the cast in the performance of 
its duty. Well, papering a house’ is not new. But paying people to 
sit in the seats must be a novelty. 

Even if the house played to capacity every performance it couldn't 
top $2,700 a week, and with the theatre rental at $360 and Equity 
salary minimums to pay, the piece looked destined to lose dough 
even when it made it. Or am I figuring like a producer instead of 
a writer? 

The play dealt with the sin of segregation. It’s a beautiful presenta- 
tion of the tragedy which befalls a family when racial hate is allowed 
to run wild. 

The Supreme Court Shills 

And how about the breaks? Well, the day we opened the Supreme 
Court ruled that restrictive covenants (real estate rousts on racial 
grounds) were henceforth illegal. That was the issue in “Trial by Fire.” 

We had “Annie Get Your Gun” opening as opposition the same 
night. But that was in downtown L. A., 10 miles away. They had Irving 
Berlin and Mary Martin. Fine. We had Charlie Chaplin, Rudy Valiee, 
Celeste Holm, Jack Paar, Donald Ogden Stewart, Salka Viertel, Ella 
Winters and a guy named SRO. We were in, too. 

The next day I picked up the papers to see what kind of notices 
we'd got. None. The afterrioons had fullpage spreads on “Annie”; 
nothing on “Fire.” I tried the trades. Ditto. Not even a blast from 
the Thomas or Tenney Committees. We were operating a secret weapon. 

; And Both From St. Louis 

Not till a week later did anybody get on to us. We received a tele- 
cs ae Perry Lieber, RKO publicity director, which read: 

VIEW ern NG OF FR ALLY INVITED TO A PRE- 
PAT O'BRIEN” NG FATHER DUNNE, STARRING 
: Pik Ria arg Father Dunne was the author of “Trial by Fire!” So 
b * im to the preview. In person. It turned out the picture was 
: = another Father Dunne who had been dead for years, but ours 
ern bag Masoted Everybody wanted to meet him. Rosy-cheeked, black 
eat O a ueeyed, he could have played the part more believably than 
- rien. Father Dunne is one of those rare souls who can joke 
‘ ut race prejudice and ease the hurt in doing so. He says we call 
oh colored people because they are ‘colorful.’ We whites lacking 
= or, . laughs, should really be called ‘colorless.’ If we didn’t really 
gy gy people, why do we go down to the beach and try to get 
agin Bigot color they already have? And is there anything sillier, 
pe Bie Fy girl spending days on the beach getting darker each 
Gene on, and looking down her nose in superior fashion as somebody 

. as already granted the favor she seeks? 

Suhet iar ee a es wanted to recoup on O’Brien as “Fighting 
starting Father Dune ce a sequel called “Fighting Pat O’Brien, 
pe laughed, but nobody bought in. 
‘ae ie ee finished me as a writer-producer. If in show business 
o such thing as a bad notice except no notice at all Id 
“ all I could take of bad notices. 
* Tah Pascary * flat press book would lead to a final notice reading: 

Bat ah ire’ closed Saturday. Notice printed for the record.” 

ywood is a crazy town. “Trial by Fire” is still running and 


it’s still a secret. It may run th 
la . It at way for years. Of course Ken 
avr rove $s “Blackouts” is too, but “Blackouts” at least opened to bad 
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ne Broadway 


Michael Myerberg at Johns Hop- 
kins hospital, Baltimore, for obser- 
vation of mastoid. 

Gene Buck reelected head of 
Catholic Actors Guild, and Pat 
O’Brien is again vice prez. 

Johnny Greenhut, of Music Corp. 
of America cafe and video dept., 
operated on for kidney ailment. 

Martin J. Lewis, art theatre cir- 
cuit operator, thumbing scripts for 
a try at Broadway legit production. 


Ss. M. Chartock trying out 
“Mikado” and “Pirates of Pen- 
zance,” 


son. 


tentialist playwright, will tour U. S. 
universities in the fall on a round 
of lectures. 

Cecil Barker directing Selznick 
unit shooting Central Park scenes 
for “Portrait of Jenny,” with Joe 
Roberts as aide. 

Billy Wilder, Paramount direc- 
tor-seripter, wound up a European 
vacation this week, arriving aboard 
the Queen Mary. 

Dinah Halpern to London, siated 
for summer season _of Yiddish 
drama repertory of six plays, in- 
cluding “Medea.” 

Ben Kalmenson, Warner Bros. 
general sales manager, back at the 
homeoffice after a week of confabs 
with Burbank execs. 

Charles M. Reagan, Paramount's 
distribution veepee, on the Coast 
for confabs with Henry Ginsberg, 
Par’s production chief. 

Joseph Bernhard, Film Classics 
and Cinecolor prexy, heading 
Coastwards to confer with studio 
execs on production matters. 

Max E. Youngstein, Eagle Lion’s 
ad-pub veepee, addresses the Iowa 
State Chamber of Commerce meet- 
ing in Des Moines today (Wed.). 

Clark Gable due in from the 
Coast next month, en route to Eu- 
rope for a vacation, after complet- 
ing Metro’s “Command Decision.” 

Edward G. Robinson and son 
planed to London Monday (21) to 
join Mrs. Robinson in Paris for the 
opening of her art exhibit July 1. 

E. . MacAvoy, Universal's 
shorts subjects sales chief, nursing 
2 game foot. He was the innocent 
bystander when a railroad porter 
muffed a trunk. 

Rutgers Neilson, RKO’s pub- 
licity manager, reelected governor 
of the Cireus Saints and Sinners at 
the group’s annual meet at the 
Waldorf-Astoria. 

Yvonne Wall, secretary to Gold- 
wyn prexy James A. Mulvey, being 
married Saturday (26) to Robert 
Siggelkoe, following his graduation 
frem college last week. 

S. Jay Kaufman recommended 
to Mayor O’Dwyer for appoint- 
ment as commissioner of licenses, 
to replace Ben Fielding, who has 
resigned to join Loew’s. 

Vern Caldwell, Walt aetna stu- 
dio exec, arrived in New York this 


. og to talk Lk plans 
Disney's “ Time” - and 
So Dear to My Heart.” 

Kenneth LeRoy, lead dancer in 
“Brigadoon” (Ziegfeld), was 
stricken by appendicitis over the 
weekend and laced by his un- 
derstudy, James Jamieson. 

Memorial services to be held for 
puppeteer Remo Bufano, who was 
killed in the DC-6 plane crash last 
week, at the Music Box theatre at 
5 p.m. tomorrow (Thursday). 

Buddy Rogers, Mary Pickford, 
Republic Pictures prexy Herbert J. 
Yates, actress Vera Ralston and 
nitery operator John Perona sailing 
for Europe today (Wed.) aboard the 
America. 


Bob Weitman, Paramount the- 
atre’s managing director, goes te 
Chi tomorrow (Thurs.) with 
Mrs. Weitman to attend uation 
of her brother, Dudley, medi- 
cal school. 


Joe gs aor —~ eee 
Somerset hotel, N. an ee 
vauders’ hangout, and now hotel- 
owner in Greeley, Pa., is ailing, 
and wants to see any vauders pass- 
ing through. 

Cal Swanson named by Columbia 
to handle special promotion on 
“Loves of Carmen,” Rita Hayworth 
starrer. Richard Condon was re- 
cently appointed to handle the pub- 
licity aspects. 

Maurice Evans’ sister, Mrs. Mary 
Stutchbury, arrived in New York 
last week with her 10-year-old son 
for their first visit to the U. S. 
They'll summer with a, actor at 
his place at N. Salem, N. Y. 


Messmore Kendall, with 
Loew's in the Conte. planed 
o London y) to 


yesterday ( 
hy ee ans oiled tact week. 
They're abroad to son, Mess- 
more, Jr., in in France. 


chairman of 


late John Barrymore, among those 
who sailed Monday (21) P ahoend the 
— 


wihth on ae 


which will our next ~ 


Jean-Paul Sartre, French exis- | Py 


of “Texas, Heaven and Brooklyn” 
for United Artists, is due in New 
York from the Coast over next 
weekend, then heads right for Dal- 
las, where the film is set for a flock 
of day-and-date openings July 15. 


By Hal P. Mills 

Jack Crawtord is now manager 
of the Grand, city’s largest picture 
house. 

James Wong Howe, Hollywood 
cameraman, coming to Shanghai to 
film “Ricksha Boy.” 

“The Play’s the Thing.” produced 
amateur players, is drawing 
large crowds at the Lyceum. 

Norman Westwood, who pion- 





|eered ‘here for years for Universal 


films, 
Japan. 

Jerry Giraud, who appeared in 
Silents with Charles Chaplin and 
Mary Pickford, is a Shanghai resi- 
dent in the shipping business. 

Not one of the leading 12 pix 
houses is screening a Chinese pic. 
Eleven are showing American films, 
exception being a J. Arthur Rank 
production at the Capital. 


reported returning from 
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Vienna 

Laura Zapff, danseuse, 33, 
cided. 

Rosa Merker, 80. Wagner singer 
in State opera, died. 

Government planning to help 
producers of educational films. 

Albert and Else Bassermann to 
appear at Volkstheatre in August. 

Diana Film co. screening prize- 
winning script,. “Last Perform- 
ance.” 

Ljuba Welitsch, local opera star, 
inked for Metropolitan Opera 
Assn., N. Y. 

Volkstheatre will produce Chod- 
orov and Fields’ “My Sister Ei- 
leen” in the fall. 

Film star Ilse Werner married to 
American publisher M. de Forest, 
editor of Munich Neue Zeitung. 

Mundus Film working on “Seal 
of God,” directed by Alfred Stoe- 
ger, in St. Veit an der Glan, Styria. 

Composer Richard Strauss ex- 
pected here from Montreux to di- 
rect Philharmonic Orchestra on 
disks. 

Louis Jouvet’s Parisian theatrical 
group appearing in Burgtheatre 


sui- 


(Ronacher), laying Moliere’s 
“L’Ecole des Femmes.” 
Actors Union has scored a 


victory in the tax battle here, with 
the finance ministry agreeing to a 
| deduction of 25° on income. 

Lilian Mooré, American danse- 
use, appearing with Aussie dancers 
Evelyn Ippent and Bettina Vernon 
at musical festivals this month. 

Paul Muehlbacher, _ business 
manager of the state-controlled 
Volkstheatre, has been dismissed 
as result of investigations by of- 
ficials of the Ministry of Property 
Control. 

Maj. Thomas J. Farrell, Jr., 
Signal Corps, has succeeded Capt. 
Robert Cranston as chief of the 
U. S. occupation forces’ Blue 
Danube Network of army radio sta- 
tions in Vienna, Salzburg and 
Linz. 


“Trial of Mary Dugan” is among 
the plays to be done this month at 
the Schloss theatre in the Schon- 
brunn Palace by students of the 
Max Reinhardt theatre Seminar, 
which is part of the State Academy 
for Music and Representative Arts. 


Detroit 


By Stan Worris 

Jo Stafford in town for series of 
hospital benefits. 

Dancer Rusty Darnell convales- 
cing at home after surgery. 

WKMH's “Uncle Nick” is seri- 
ously ill, with Bob Cordell pinch- 
hitting. 

Wayne University is offering 
course, “Inside Television,” in co- 
operation with WW4J-TV, starting 
July 1. 

Harold oe. ae be in mers and 
Leo Karczag. Hollywood composer, 
ge negotiating sale of musi- 

comedy. “Send No Money,” 
based on life of Sears-Roebuck 
founder. 








Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
Old Log, strawhatter, 
“January Thaw.’ 
Monogram’s “Duke Goes West” 
given sneak preview at RKO-Or- 


offering 


Ben Meshbesher, former Warner 
salesman, joined Columbia to fill 
sales vacanacy. 

Bernie Cummins’ band plus 
Wiere Brothers and Gus Van open 
at Club Carnival tomorrow (24). 

W. R. Frank, indie circuit owner 
and film producer, to Hollywood 
to start “Dan Patch,” his next film. 

Bill Cameron, vet Metro sales- 
man, resigned to run the recently 





aanetiied eenee Gem theatre, Waterville, 


London 


By Abel Green 

Abe Aronsohn’s 400 and Em- 
bassy doing okay; ditto Stocco’s 
Ciro’s. 

Rank organization feted Louella 
Parsons just to meet its own peo- 
ple en masse. 

Jack Hylton back in his own new 
town house, which had been 
bombed out during the war. 

Katharine Hepburn leaving Lon- 
don soon for Germany to entertain 
GI’s in “The Philadelphia we oi " 

Foodeasies still flourishi 


| They’re either pseudo-clubs or i 


mate spots where choice edibles 
are obtainable. 

Oniy way British can go abroad 
is to be “guests” of Americans, and 
then reciprocate by entertaining 
them in England, or paying back in 
pounds. 

Phil Green contracted to do 
complete score for new Arthur 
Askey show, “The Kid from Strat- 
ford,” which is being presented by 
Jack Waller. 

Fredric March and ‘his wife, 
Florence Eldridge, both of whom 
are in a k picture, 
their 16-year-old Peneio Bag rm 
at Southampton. 

Debroy Somers, making come- 
back after long, serious illness, will 
act as musical —_— of a big | ™ 
summer show at a. 
Blackpool, starting June 

Humphrey Lyttleton Band re- 
ceived invitation from Hot Club 
of Belgium to represent England in 
the European Jazz Festival being 
held on the Belgian coast Aug. 
14-17. 

Sam Eckman, Jr., head of Metro 
here, sold his old Cadillac to J. 
Arthur Rank at a fabulous (for 
America) profit but considered a 
good buy here, where motors are so 
scarce. 

Eddie Knopf to Paris to meet 
his 20-year-old UCLA son and mo- 
toring to Italy for three weeks now 
that Knopf’s produetion of “Ed- 
ward My Son” (Spencer Tracy) is 
rolling. 

Lord Amherst, better known as 
Jeffrey Holmesdale when second- 
string critic on the old N. Y. World, 
very homesick for the U. S. His 
last time over was in '29. Stated for 
a southern California visit this 
year-end. 

Efrem Kurtz, conductor of the 
Houston Symphony Orchestra, has 
cancelled a guest conductor en- 
gagement here, refusing to appear 
on a program with Walter Giesek- 
ing, alleged Nazi collaborator, as 
piano soloist. 

“Present Laughter” closes at the 


Haymarket July 21 after 528 per- 


formances. John Gielgud’s produc- 
tion of ‘““‘The Glass Menagerie” will 
move in at the end of the month, 
with Frances Heflin, Phil Brown 
and Hugh McDermott supporting 
Helen Hayes in her English debut. 

Gilbert Miller entertaining the 
Charles MacArthurs (Helen Hayes). 
Latter has Bea Lillie’s flat here 
while the “Inside U.S.A.” star occu- 

ies the MacArthur's Nyack manse. 
Big uncertainty was Miss Lillie for- 
getting to give them the key but 
the servants were there in full ex- 
pectancy. Miss Hayes to star in 
“Glass Menagerie” here and Mac- 
Arthur plans visiting Ludwig Bem- 
elmans in Capri durihg her re- 
hearsals. 

Buster Collier, now an indie 
ducer on his own, having left 
ley Ruggles and J. Arthur Rank. 
threw a big cocktailery for Louella | T°0™: 
QO. Parsons, Doc Martin and Father 
English, who are traveling together 
and just got in from _ Ireland. 
Spencer Tracy, Ben Goetz, 


Knopt_ George Cukor, Michael 
Wil Arthur Christiansen (edi- 
tor of the London , Percy 
Hoskins, the Val Parnells, Lou 
Wilson, Jimmy McHugh, Jr., Estelle 
Brody, Lady Cedric (Pixie) Hard- 
wicke, Tony Martin, Cyd Charisse 
(Mrs. Martin), Mack Millar, Her- 
mione Gingold, among those pres- 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 


Bebe Sherman, singer at Main 
Street Club, slipped and broke 


arm. 
Hollenden’s Vogue Room also 
nine dark for redecoration in 


Lillian Roth closing Borsellino 
Club’s season with two-week 
stand. 

George Young and Mike Abbey 
sold interests in Stage Door Club 
to Pat and Benjamin Bronstein. 

RKO-Keith’s 105th omen 
vaudeville as well as twin b to 
go into single features for sum- 
mer. 

Cleveland 500 operetta company, 
with Isaac Van Grove as director, 
already testing talent for fall tune- 
shows. i 

Fred Hotes appointed treasurer 
of Show-Felks’ Club, replacing 
Herman Pirchner, nitery owner, 








who resigned. 
About 30 members of Play 
House staff making annual trek to 


Bob 
Woolf, Howard Strickling, Eddie. 





Chautauqua, N. Y., next month to 
establish strawhatter. 

Bud Wendel! of WJMO emcee- 
ing “Cinderella Weekend” quiz 


shows at Rhumbana Room for = 


Mike Cohan and Gene Erwin. 

Bobbysoxers waiting for Jack 
Benny's train from Detroit were 
disappointed when he decided to 
come here for Palace date by auto. 
Mary Livingston also came along, 
but via boat. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


Shirley Booth to entertain at 
New Hope Street Fair July 3. 

Ella Logan and Fred F. Finkle- 
hoffe, in from Coast, at their 
Springtown farm. 

Ezra Stone off next week to stage 
“My Heart’s In The Highland” for 
Barter Theatre, Abington, Va. 

Henry Jones checked out after 
week at Playhouse in “Room Serv- 
ice” to stage “Othello” for Canada 
Lee in Boston. 

Lajos Egri to give playwriting 
series for 10 night sessions 
ning Aug. 2 at Jon Gnagy’s school 
in New Hope. 

Jon Gnagy reenacting NBC video 
show, “You Are An Artist,” at New 
Hope Street Fair starting July 1. 
Moss Hart judging talent opening 


night. 

Walter Abel in at Logan Inn for 
rehearsals of Eddie Mayer's “Chil- 
dren of Darkness” opening at New 
Hope June 27 under title of “The 
Jailer’s Wench.” 

Kitty Carlisle to act at Playhouse 
later this summer. Strawhatter is 
mile from her Aquetong home. An- 
other local actress, Sara Seeger 
(Mrs. Ezra Stone) lined up for 
“Made In Heaven” July 5. 


Atlantic City 
By Joe Walker 
Victor Lombardo band on end of 


Steel pier. 
500 club opened last Friday 
Irv. Wolf is operator. 
Club 


night. 

Sam Singer opened his 
Harlem for the season last week. 
Acts include Joe Johnson's “Sen- 
sations of 1948.” 

Final Headliner Affair held at 
Babettes Sunday afternoon. Drew 
most of topflight writers here for 
14th annual shindig. 

International Industrial Exposi- 
tion opens on Hamid’s Million Dol- 
lar pier on Saturday (26). Fea- 
tures exhibits from foreign coun- 
tries and big attraction is large 
television screen. 


By Larry Solloway 

Seven new hotels, of 100-room 
capacity or over building on ocean- 
front, for next season 

Swank Cadillac hotel sold for $1.- 
700,000 to group of Chicago and 
New York hotel operators. 

Ned Schuyler and Bill Liebow 
debuting Summer operation of the 
Beachcomber this week with Guy 











a and Ruth Clayton heading: 


”* Gopacainas’s Murray Weinger 
gave up idea of having® cocktail 
lounge in new building ready by 
early fall. Smaller room be 
cae in November with big room 


Five O’Clock Club last 
week. It’s formerly the 

room; Sam Barken completely re- 

built spot. Show headed up by 

Raul & Eva Reyes and Jack Mar- 


Chicago 

Buster Crabbe’s Aqua Parade 
into Arena June 22. 

Chicago Stage Guild has set 
“The Drunkard” as its summer 
production, opening this week. 

Booker Charlie Hogan trying to 
ink Bob Hope for a week at Strat- 
ford theatre, South Side house 
where Hope made his vaude bow 
in 1928. Part of receipts would go 
to charity 

Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Circus bypassing Chicago 
this season because Soldier Field 
showgrounds will be occupied by 
exhibits of American Road Build- 
ers’ Assn. when circus is in this 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 








Hollywood 


Paul Nathan recovering from 


rgery. " 
Bill Pines celebrated their 32nd 
wedding anni. ; 

Fortunio Bonanova planing to 
Rio de Janeiro. 

Buddy de Sylva returned from 
tour of Fu 

Arthur Franz has a new film 
name, Arthur Field. 

Billy De Wolfe east for personals 
in Chicago and Detroit. 

Marvin Schenck in from N. Y. 
for huddles with Louis B. Mayer. 

Ralph Ravenscroft resigned as 
Par’s Coast ad-exploitation field 
rep. 

Harry M. Warner addressed final 
session of Western Safety Confer- 
ence. 

Olga San Juan named 
CAP” for Civilian Ajir 
Week. 


“Miss 
Patrol 


Richard Arlen east for strawhat- 
ters in Connecticut and Massa- 
chusetts. 

James Edwards, Jr., head of Ed- 


wards [Theatre circuit, recovering 
from surgery. 
Bing Crosby t a 3,000-acre 


ranch near Elko, 
one in that state. 

Barbara Britton will strawhat in 
“Outward Béund” and “Accent on 
Youth” at Laguna Beach. 

Ruth Hussey and Shelley Winters 
will co-star in "aie yn nag Story” 
with Laguna Beach Players. 

Gary Cooper awarded the Chal- 
lenge Belgique medallion by a Bel- 
gian mag for his screen werk. 

Bryan Foy in from Philadelphia 
where he huddled with Connie 
Mack about a baseball picture. 

Frank Bo ‘s Motion Picture 
Golf Tournament raised $8,700 for 
Damon Runyon Memorial Fund. 

William Katzell returned from 
Mexico where he lined up locations 
for his next film, “Border Patrol.” 


ev., his second 


Robert Frost to Texas to round 
up material for his next indie, 
“Mr. Ghost Goes to Washington.” 

John James out of “Countess of 
Monte Cristo” cast with a broken 
ankle; sustained in an auto crash. 

Jane Cowl will make her first 
California appearance in 11 years 
in “The First Mrs. Fraser,” at La 


Jolla house. 

Mrs. Myerson, first offi- 
cial e of the Jewish 
state Israel, in town on invita- 


tion of Dore Schary and Samuel 
Goldwyn. 





Mirths leaving “Stars & Ice” to re- 
turn to states. 

Jeanette Kirwin, U. S. dancer, 
rou ; out three months’ book- 
ing a 

Los Kikares of Mexico and Los 
re . quartet, playing 





ul 


By Hal gh 
Mel Torme: 
week of July 5, following get 
Novis. 


Jamie “Schmitt heading for 
Cohasset, Mass., to do a lead in 
—— Leves Mary.” 

b Clayman, Dave Rubinoff's 
i Po and former bandleader, 
now with MCA in Chicago. 

Jan Murray, who 


Drake Room has changed name | 25. 


to the Ocean Room for the summer. 

Phil Regan, who will sing for the 
Democrats in July, will double at 
Latin Casino the same week. 

Willie Howard and his new 
stooge, Harold Gary, are in Cas- 
way’s Celebrity Room for conven- 
tion week. 

The new John Bartram hotel, for- 
merly the Walton ‘known for its 
Walton Roof), teed off last week to 
snag convention trade. 

The Chanticleer, fave eating spat 
for smart set, purchased by s 
cate headed by Benny Smo , 
late of Chateau Crillon. ‘ 
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Wednesday, June 23, 1948 
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“Phil Spitalny's new 
revue stands out as 
the most pleasant 
musical experience 
ever witnessed by 


this writer on the 
Paramount stage...’ 


JAMES S. BARSTOW. Jr., 






































































































































- THE HOUR OF CHARM 




























































































ALL-GIRL ORCHESTRA AND CHOIR 
PHIL SPITALNY 
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